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WITH 

SAMUEL     JOHNSON,    LL.D. 

By  JAMES  BOSWELL,  Esq. 

CONTAINING 

Some  Poetical  Pieces  by  Dr.  Johnson^   relative  to  the 
Tou  VL,  and  never  before  publifhed  ; 

^  Series  of  his   Converfation,   Literary  Anecdotes,    and 

Opinions  of  Men  and  Books : 

WirH  AN  AUTHBNTICK  ACCOUNT  OF 

The  Diftrefles  and   Efcape  of   the  Grandson  of 

King   Jamks  II.  in  the  Year  1746. 

T ' 

O  !  while  along  the  ftream  of  time>  thy  name 

£x{>anded  flics,  and  gathers  all  its  fame. 

Say,  ihall  my  little  bark  actendznt  fail, 

Purfue  th^  triumph,  and  partake  the  gale?     Pope* 
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LONDON: 
rRIHTED    BY   HENRY   BALDWIN,    FOR    CHARLES  DILLY, 

IN    THE    POULTRY. 
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EDMOND  MALOKE,  Esq^ 


Mv  DEAR  Sir, 

IN  every  narrative.  Whether  hiftofical 
or  biographical,  authenticity  is  of  th6 
utmoft  confequence.  Of  this  I  have  ever 
been  fo  firmly  perfuaded,  that  I  infcribed 
a  former  work  to  that  perfon  who  was 
the  beft  judge  o£  its  truth.  I  need  not 
tell  you  I  mean  General  Paoli;  who, 
after  his  great,  though  unfuccefsful, 
efforts  to  preferve  the  liberties  of  his 
country,  has  found  an  honourable  afylum 
in  Britain,  where  he  has  now  lived  many 
years  the  objedt  of  Royal  regard  and  pri- 
vate refped;  and  whom  I  cannot  name 
without  exprefSng  my  very  grateful  fcnfe 
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of  the  uniform  kindnefs  which  he  has 
been  pleafed  to  fhcw  me. 

The  friends  of  Dr.  Johnfon  can  beft 
judge,  from  internal  evidence,  whether 
the  numerous  converfations  which  forn^ 
the  moft  valuable  part  of  the  enfuing 
pages,  are  correftly  related.  To  theni 
therefore  I  wifli  to  appeal,  for  the  accu« 
racy  of  the  portrait  here  exhibited  to  the 
world. 

As  one  of  thofe  who  were  intittiately 
acquainted  with  him,  ybu  have  a  title  to 
this  addrcfs.  You  have  obligingly  takeft 
the  trouble  to  perufe  the  original  ma- 
nufcript  of  this  Tour,  ind  can  vouch  for 

•  4 

the  ftridt  fidelity  of  the  prefent  publica- 
tion. Your  literary  alliance  with  our 
much-lamented  friend,  in  confequence  of 
having  undertaken  to  render  one  of  his 
labours  more  complete,  by  your  edition 
cf  Shakfpeare,  a  work  which  I  am  confi- 
dent 
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dent  will  not  difappoint  the  cXpeftations 
of  the  publick,  gives  you  another  claim. 
But  I  have  a  ftill  more  powerful  induce- 
ment to  prefix  your  name  to  this  volume, 
as  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  letting 
the  world  know  that  I  enjoy  the  honour 
and  happinefs  of  your  friendfhip  5  and  of 
thus  publickly  teftifying  the  fincere 
regard  with  which  I  am. 


My  dear  Sir, 


Your  very  faithful 


and  obedient  fervant. 


London^ 
soth  Septembcri  17851 


JAMES  BOSWELL, 


He  W4S  Of  AN  ADMIRABLE  PREGNANCY  Oy 
WIT,  AND  THAT  PREGNANCY  MUCH  IMPROVED 
BY  CONTINUAL  STUDY  FROM  HIS  CHILDHOOD  | 
BY  WHICH  HE  HAD  GOTTEN  SUCH  A  PROMPT- 
NESS  IN  EXPRESSING  HIS  MINDj  THAT  HIS 
EXTEMPORAL  SPEECHES  ^ERE  LITTLE  INFERIOUR 
TO  HIS  PREMEDITATED  WRITINGS.  MaNY,  NO 
POUBT^  HAD  READ  AS  MUCH,  AND  PERHAPS 
flORE  THAN  HE  ;  BUT  SCARCE  EVER  ANY  CON- 
COCTED Hi9  I^EAPING  INTO  JUDGEMENT    AS  H^ 
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T 

OF     A 

TOUR  TO   THE   HEBRIDES, 

w  t  r  « 

SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  L.UD, 


DR.  JOHNSON  had  for  many  years  given 
mc  hopes  that  wc  fhould  go  together, 
and  vifit  the  Hebrides,  Martin's  Account  df 
thofe  iOands  had  impreiled  us  with  a  itotion 
that  we  might  there  contemplate  a  fyftem  pf 
life  almofl:  totally  different  from  what  we  had 
been  accuftomed  to  fee ;  and,  to  find  fimpUcity 
and  wildnefsj  and  all  the  circumstances  of  re? 
mote  rime  or  place,  fo  near  to  our  native  great 
ifland,  was  an  objeft  within  the  reach  of  reafon- 
able  curiofity.  Dr.  Johnfon  has  faid  in  his 
journey,  "  that  he  fcarcely  remembered  how  the 
wifh  to  vifit  the  Hebrides  was  excited ;'"  but 
he  told  me,  in  fummer  1763,  that  his  father 
put  Martin's  Accpunt  into  his  hands  wl^en  he 
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with  it.    We  reckoned  there  would  be  focne  ^ 
inconytniencies  and'  kafdibips,  and  perhaps  a 
little  danger^   but  thefe  we  were  perfuaded 
wera  magm&d  in.  the  imaginatioa  of  tyery 
body.  When  I  was  at  Ferncy^  in  1764, 1  mcn- 
tioEKd  out  dcfigrv  to  VoUnire.     He  looked  at 
ffie,  »if  I  had  fialkedr  of  going  ta  the  North 
?ole>  and  faid^  **  You  do  not  iafift  on  my  ac- 
companying you  F'V--**  No>  Sir.** — *^  Then  E 
am  yery  willing  you  fbould  gOhr**^    i  was  not 
afraid  that  out  carious  expedition  would   be 
prevented    by    fuch    apprehenfions ;     but    I 
doubted  that  it  would  not  be  poilible  to  pre* 
vail  on  Vk.  Johniba  to .  reliA^uiiliv  ibr  romc 
time>  the  felicity  of  a  London  life,  whicli,  to  Ik 
than  tO?io  can  enjoy  it  with  full  intelleftual  re- 
filh^  is  apt  tO'  mak^.  exigence  in  any  narrower 
^f^re  i^e'em  inirpid  or  trkfome*    1  doubted  that 
he  yirouid  ribt  be  willing  to  come  down  from 
bis  devated  ftate  oi^  philofqphical  dignity; 
from  a  faj)eri6rity'of  wiJH'om  amongft  the  wife^ 
and  of  learning  dmohgft  tjhe  learned;  and  fronn 
^htilmig  his  wit  upon  minds  bright  enov^h  ta 

re^ea  it- 
He  had  difappolnted  my  e3q>eftations  (along,, 
that  I  Ipegan  to  defpair  •,  but  in  Ipring,  177  J^ 
he  talked  of  coming  to  Scotland  that  year  with 
fo  much  Ermnefs^  thatl  hiopcd  he  was-  at  lalt  in 
^carncft.    1  knew  that,  if  he  were  once  launched 

from 


»    M    •! 


€€ 


{    3    1 

from  tRe  mctfbpolis,  fee  would  go  forward  very 
well ;  and  I  gpt:  our  cpmmbn  friends  there  to 
allift  in  fettlng  him  afloat.  To  Mrs.  ^nrale  in 
particular^  whofe  enchantment  over  him  fddom 
failed,  I  was  much  obliged.  It  was,  "  P  11  give 
"  thee  a  whtd:'^^^^  Thou  art  kinJ^'-^To  aUraS 
hitn,  we  had  invitations  from  the  chiefs  Mac^ 
Conoid  an^  Macleod  I  and,  for  additional  aid,  I 
wrote  to  Lord  ^libanky  iDr.  fVUtiafn  Rohertjtm^ 
and  Dr.  Beattie. 

To  Dr.  Robertfon^  fo  far  as  mjr  letter  con- 
cerned the  prefent  fubjeA,  I  wrote  as  fol« 
lows : 

OUR  friend,  Mr.  Samuel  Johnfouy  is  in  great 

health  and  fpirits  \  and,  I  do  think,  has  a  ie- 
'  ^  rious  refolution  to  vifit  Scotland  this  year. 
•'  The  more  aura£tion,  however,  the  better^ 
'^  aad  therefore,  though  I  know  he  will  b^ 

happy  to  meet  you  there,  it  will  forwajrd  the 

ichcme,  if,  in  your  anfwer  to  this,  you  exprefi 
**  yourfelf  concerning  it  with  that  power  c^f 
«^  which  you  are  ib  happily  polTeiTed,  ^nd  which 
**  m^iy  be  fo  direfted  as  to  operate  ftrongl/ 
"  upon  him." 

His  anfwer  to  that  part  of  my  letter  was  quitp 
as  I  could  have  wilhed.  It  was  written  with 
(J^ip  a44rel$  and  pqrfuafion  of  the  hiftorian  of 
America. 

**  WHEN  I  faw  you  laft,  yoa  gave  us  fome 
*•  hppes  that  you  might  prevail  yfv^\lix.Johnfm 
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^'  tOtinake  out  that  excur(ion  tb  Scotland.  wie& 

*  •  - 

**  the  expcftation  of  w]iich  we  have  long  flat- 
*'  tcred  ourfelves.  If  he  could  order  matters 
^'  fc,  as  to  pafs  fomc  time  in  Edinburgh^  about 
^^  the  ciofe  of  the  fummer  feflion,  and  theft 
^'  Vifit  Cwne  of  the  Highland  fcenes,  I  am  coa- 
**  fident  he  wouM  be  pleafed  with  the  grand 
**  features  of  nature  in  many  parts  of  this 
**  country :  he  will  meet  with  many  perfons 
**  here  who  rcfpefifc  him*,  and  fome  whom  I  am 
**  perfuaded  he  will  think  not  unworthy  of  his 
^'  efteem.  I  wiih  he  would  make  the  cxperi- 
**  mcnt.  He  ibmetimes  cracks  his  jokes  upon 
"  us  \  -but  he  will  find  that  we  can  diftihguifh 
**  between  the  ftabs  of  malevolence,  and  the 
^'  rebukes  of  the  righteous ^  which  are  like  excellent 
"  w7*,  and  break  not  the  head.  Offer  my  bed 
*'  compliments  to  him,  and  aflure  him  that  I 
"  (hall  be  happy  to  have  the  fatisfaftion  of  fee- 
^^  ing  him  under  my  roof." 

To  Hv.  Beanie  I  wrote,  '*  The'  chief  mtcn- 
".tioa  of  this  letter  Ms  to  inform  youi  tliat  I 
"  now  feri'ouffy  believe  Mr.  Samuel  Johnfcfn  will 
<*  vifit  Scotland  this  year :  but  I  wiih  that  every 
.power  of  attraftion  may  be  employed  to  fe- 
cure  our  having  fo  valuable  aa  aqquifition^ 
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*  Oar  fntn^' Edmund  Rurkti  whoby  ttiii  time  had  received 
fome  pretty  fore  rubs  from  Dr.  Johnfon,  on  account  of  xh% 
unhappy  difl^ence  in  their* poll tici,  upon  my  repeating  ihir 
paflTag^  to  him,  exclaimed,  **  Oil  of  Vitriol  I  ** 

^  and: 
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•*  and  therefore  I  hope  you  will,  withbxit  delay; 
^  write  to  me  what  I  know  y^u  think,  that  I 
*^  may  read  it  to  the  niighty  fage,  widi  proper 
*^  emphafis^  before  I  leave  London,  which  I 
'^muft  do  foon.  He  >talks  of  you  with^the 
"  fame  warmth  that  he  did  laft  year..  ..We  arc 
**  to  fee  as  much  of  Scotland  as  wc  can,  in  the 
"  months  of  Auguft  and  September.  Wc  Ihall 
**  not  be  long  of  being  at  Mari/cbal  CoUegu^.  He 
^  is  particularly  defirous  of  feeing  ibme  of  the 
♦'  Weftem  iQands.'" 

Dr.  Beattie  did  better:  ipfe  veniKlde  was, 
however,  fo  polite  as  to  wave  his  privilege  of 
nil  mibi  refcribaSy  and  wrote  as  follows :    . 

"  YOUR  very  kind  and.  agrecajrfe favour  of 
*'  the  20th  of  April  Overtaqk  me  here  ycftcrday^ 
*^  after  having  gone  to  Aberdeen,  which  place 
"  I  left  about  a  week  ago.  I  am .  to  fet ,  out 
"  this  day  for  London,  and  hope  to  have  the 
"  honour  of  paying  my  refptdls  to  Mr.  Jobnfon 
**  and  you,  about  a  week  or  ten  days  hence*  I 
**  (hall  then  do  what  I  can,  to  enforce  the  to- 
•*  pick  you  mention ;  but  at  prefent  I  cannot 
"  enter  upon  it,  as  I  am  in  a  very  grcjri:  hurry  i 
"  for  I  intend  to  begin  my  journey  within  aa 
f*  hour  or  two." 

He  was  as  good  as  his  word,  and  threw  fome 
plea&ng  motives  into  the  northern  fcale.  But, 
jmdeedj  Mr«  Johnf^^n  loved  all  that  he  heard, 

B  3  from 

•  This  X  find  it  a  tcotticifm.    I  Aould  haye  faid,  «  1% 
f  w^  Mt  be  long  before  we  taii  be  at  Ifiari/ckfl  College.^ 


f  <  } 

frodft  OM  nAmn  te  tciU»  q^^  id  hn  Ltr A  tf  the 
Poetti  QrJ^  feuad  '^  a  poeci  a  pbitefo^hcrj  and 
*^  a  good  inaa." 

My  Lord  EHi^iik  did  xidt  an(Wdr  mjr  tetter  m 
his  Idrdfliip'  for  (oolh  ticricL  The  nfafdit  will' 
a^€»:ri  #hea  we  cdnbe  to  die  xfie  of  Sfyi  I  (half 
then  inicrt  mf  kdfeer»  widi  letters  fnMh  ht^ 
loniihip5  both  to  my&lf  and  Mr.  JMi/ao.  I 
htg.to  bd  undetrftftod,  that  I  iiAnHfywrti 
fetters^  as  I  rcfote  my  own  fkymgjsi  rather  zi 
keys  to  what  is  valuable  btllehging*  to  oihtr^i 
than  for  their  own  iklpd* 

who  was  aiMrat  tx>  fitil  for  die  Eaft-Ihdies,  was 
goii^  to  take  leav\$  df  his^  sdations  at  Jifiioca/He, 
and  he  Q0iidti<%ed  Dt%  J^r^  to  that  town. 
Mn  [SMI,  of  lMo0fity  Ccli^^  Otfml  (ao^r 
Pn  A9ir/vt>f  the  Coflitfions)'  accomp^ied  hSitl 
fiihm  thehee  to  Ediktmrgbi  With  fovh  propi^ 
tioBt  tontr^ys  did  ker  prootd  to  my  sxtive 
dty.-.  But-,  Itft  meiapfaDr  Ihould  njtak^  It  b^ 
f^qE|)oftxl  he  aftoaUy:  weht  b^^  fea^  I  choUfe  to 
xnmitba.  that  ho  trmtdled  in  poft-icbaiftsi  of 
Inrkicjii  tbe  rapid  mmiott.  iras.  one  of  his  mofl; 
fiuroiuite  a^ndtmenp4 

'  Dr.  Samuel  Jobnforis  chara£bsr>  religioiiii 
aiQnil>  polithral}  amt^  iitfcrarf^  hay  his  fi^re 
and  manisoty  af e,  i  beUcvej  mom  gemt^Iy 
kfaowfi  than  ^ofe  ^  alhioft  ahy  cntn; /yet  it 
.mayhot  i)c  fuperftuofusThite  to  attempt  a  flcctch 
of  hitn;  '  Let  my  readers  then  remember  that 
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iie/vas  a  fincere  and  scaious  chriftiai\>  cf  Klgh^ 
church  of  England  and  mooarchical  prtBCi|plei^ 
which  he  vonkl  ntt  tamely  iiifibr  to  be  qiicA 
tioneds  fteadjr  and  infleidble  iii  maiot^ina 
the  ohligaMtts  of  pictf  and  vkiiue»  both  fitMi 
a  regasd  M  the  er der  of  fodetf  «  and  ^tn  a 
veneraiaoii  ht  4di€ G^eat Source o(^  all  ohfers 
CQTTteti  nsf  Aera  in  hi%  tafte  i  hard  to  ptcalcj 
and  cAflly  offmdad ;  imf^tmis  aad  irritable  in 
hia  tMvk^ ;  but  of  a  mi^ft  homane  Md  beftcro^ 
lent  heaiti  having  a  midd-Aored  with  a  vaft  and 
variooa  coUeAion  of  kat^ning;  and  knwlfledge^ 
which  be  comnuHik^d  with  ^icaliso' peHf^ 
cuity  and  forces  in  rkh  and  choice  expreHlon, 
He  united  a  moft  Jogicftl  head  with  a  m<^  ftr* 
tile  imagination,  which  gave  him  an  extraordi* 
aary  advantage  in  arguing;  for  he  coold  reafbn 
clbfe  or  wide,  as  be  law  beft  for  the  moment* 
He  coHkly  when  be  choft  i^  be  the  gfitniteft 
£>phift  tfaateirorwiekMI  a  weapon  in  the  fchook 
cf  declamation  i  bttft  he^  indulged  this  only  in 
<$onverfation»  forheownod  he  (bmetimes  talked 
Ibr  vi  Ao«7«  He  was  too  confcientious  to  make 
^irourpcfBiMeQtandiie^nicious,  byddtberace^ 
jy  tmting  it.  He  was  confciow  of  kas  fuperio- 
riiy^  He.  loMd'  prpife  when  it  was  brought  to 
idai  s  bat  waa  coo  pitoud  tp  leek  fbr  it.  He 
was  ibmewhat  iufceptible  of  flattQry.  His 
tnind  was  ib  fell  xt  (imagery,  that  he  might 
]iaire4)eeii:perpetuaUy  a  poet.  It  has  been  oftca 

B4  remarked^ 
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t<imarke4>  that  in  his  poetical  pieces^  which  it 
is  to  be  regretted  are  fo  few^  becaufe  ib.  excel- 
lenty  his  ftjrie  is  eafierthan  in  his  profe. .  There 
is  deception,  in  this:  it  is  not  eafier,  but 
better  fuited  to  the  dignity  of  verfe  i  as  <Mie 
injiy  dance  with  grace,,  whofe  motions^  in  or- 
dinaiy  walkiflgTrrin  the  .<:ommon  ftep^  are. auk* 
ward.^  .  He  h^4  ^  conftitutional  melancholy;, 
the:  clouds  of  which  darkened  the  brightneft  of 
his  fancy,  and  gave,  a.gloom]^  caft  to  his  .whole 
pourfe.  Qf  thinking:  yjetj  though  grave  apd 
aweful  in  his  4eportineiit«  wjien  he  thought  it 
necefiary  or  proper,  he  frequently  indulged 
Jiinifelf  in  pleafantiy  and  fportive  fallies.  He 
was  prone  to  fyperftitipn,  but  not  to  credulity. 
Though  his .  iznagin^ioni  might  incline  hin» 
to  a  belict  of  the  maryellousj^  and  the 
myfterious/  his  vigorous  reafoii  exanfiined  the 
evidence  with  jcj^oyfy;  ,  He  had  a  Joud  voice, 
and  a  (low  deUberate  utterance,  which  ho  doubt 
gave  Xome  additional  wcig^tj  to  th^.  fterling 
metai  of  his  converfatipn.  tpfd  JPeHilfroke  faid 
once  to  roe  at  ff^iltottj  with  a  happy  jdeafantry, 
and  fome  tfu^hj  that-^^Dr-^^A^mVifayiogs 
<*  would  jiot;  appear,  fo  extraordinary  were  it 
f^  not  for  his  howrwow  wm  z^^.  tntt  J  admit  the 
truth.  6f  this  only,  on  fbme  occafions;  :  The 
Mcffiah^  played  upon  the. C^^i^^/^r^i^ry  (frgan^  b 
^ore  fublime  than  when  played  upon  an  irifc- 
|ior  iiiftrument  :\  but  very  flight  ^inufiic.  ^'vX 

fcem 
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{fxm  grand,  when  conveyed  to  the  ear  thfougli 
that  noajeftic  mediuiti.  fTbile  therefore  BoSar 
JohnJorC s  Jarfings  are  ready  let  bis  tnamter  be  Jaken 
along.  Let  it  however  be  obferved,  that 
the  fayings  themfelves  are  generally  great; 
that>  though  he  mi^t  be  an  ordinary  compofer 
at  times^  he  was  for  the  moft  i^zxtzUandeL  His 
perfon  was  large^  robuft^  I  may  fay  approaching 
to  the  gigantic,  and  grown  unwieldy  from  cor- 
pulency. His  countenance  was  naturally  of 
the  caft  of  an  ancient  ftatue,  but  fomewhat  diiV 
figured  by  the  fears  of  that  evil^  which,  it  wat 
formerly  imagined,  the  royal  touch  could  cure. 
He  was  now  in  his  fixty-rfourth  year:  he  was 
become  a  little  dull  of  hearing.  His  (ight  had 
always  bceq  fomewhat  weak ;  yet,  fo  much  does 
mind  govern,  and  even  fupply  the  deficiency 
of  organs,  that  his  par<;eptions  were  uncom- 
monly quick  and  accurate.  His  head,  and 
fometimes  alfo  his  body,  fhook  with  a  kind 
of  motion  like  the  effed  of  a  palfy  :  he  was  fre* 
quently  difturbed  by  cramps,  or  convulfivc 
contractions,  of  the  nature  of  that  diftemper 
called  St.  Vitus' s  dance.  He  wore  a  full  fuit  of 
plaip  brown  clothes,  with  twifted  hair  buttons 
of  the  fame  colour,  a  large  bufhy  greyilh  wig^ 
a  pl^in  ihirt,  black  worfted  ftockings,  and  fUvcr 
buckles.  Upon  this  tour,  when  journeying, 
Jie  wore  boots,  and  a  very  wide  brown  cloth 
great  coat^  with  pockets  which  might  have  al- 
^"  moft 
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ghoft  bdd  the  two  volumes  of  h»  fbiiodi&ionaryt 
mod  be  carried  in  his  haod  a  large  Englilh  oak 
Hick.  Let  me  not  be  Goifured  for  mentioning 
fuck  minute  particulars.  Every  thing  relative 
to  la  great  a  man  is  worth  obfisrving.  I  re- 
member Dr.  Adam  Stmik^  m  his  rhetorical  lec<- 
cures  at  Ga/gnt^  told  us  he  was  ghd  to  know 
that  MUtm  wore  lacchets  in  his  flioes^  inftead  of 
bttddes.  When  I  mention  the  oak  ftick>  it  is 
but  letting  Hamdes  have  has  cli^ ;  and,  by- 
and-by^  my  readers  will  find  this  ftick  wiU  bud, 
and  produce  a  good  joke* 

This  impcrfeSb  flcetxrh  of  *'  the  coMBmATiov 
and  tbe/mo"  of  that  Wonderful  Man>  whom  I 
venerated  and  loved  while'  in  this  wt>rld>  and 
after  whom  I  gaze  with  humble  hope>  now  thtf 
tt  has  pleafed  Almighty  Goto  to  caU  him  to  a 
lietter  worid».  will  ferve  to  introduce  to  the 
iaiicy  of  my  readers  the  capital  object  of  die 
£iUowing  journal)  in  the  courfe  of  which  I  truft 
dicry  will  attain  to  a  confiderable  degree  of  ac* 
quaintaiice  with  him. 

His  prejudice  z^xtASctdUni  was  announced 
almoft  as  fooa  as  he  began  to  appear  in  the 
world  of  letters.  •  la  his  Jjmdon^  a  poem>  are 
^e  folloiriag  nervous  lines : 

For  who  would  Uayc,  unbrib'd,  Hibernia^^  lanil 
Or  change  the  rocks  of  Scotland  for  the  Strand  f 
Thflte  AOkie  are  fwept'l&yTadden  fate  away; 
Sue  all^  wiioip  hunger  4»arpt»  with  age  decay. 

■     '  The 
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Xhe  truth  is^  like  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
fMumSj  he  allowed  hknfelf  to  look  upon  aU 
iiationi  but  his  own  as  barbarianfi:  not  only 
tUbcrniay  but  Spain^  I^afy,  and  Frdncty  ZK  ac- 
tacked  in  the  fame  jpoem.  Ifhe  was  particularly 
prejudiced  againft  che^r^/jj  it  was  becaufit  they 
were  ixiore  in  his  way ;  becaute  he  thought  their 
(uccefs  in  England,  rather  exceieded  the  due  pro* 
portion  of  their  real  merit  i  and  becauie  hf 
could  not  but  fee  m  them  that  nationality  which 
1  fhould  think  no  liberal  minded  Scotfman  will 
deny*  He  was  indeed^  if  I  may  be  dlowed  the 
phrafe^  at  bottoni  much  of  a  John  BuUi  much  of 
a  Uunt  true-born  EngUJbnum.  There  was  a 
uratiitn^  of  comihon  clay  under  the  rock  of 
marble;  He  waa'vx>raci9ufly  ibnd  of  good  ^at« 
ing ;  and  he  ^lad  a  great  deal  of  that  quality 
called  Imnuiur,  which  gives  an  oiluieis  and  a 
glois  to  every  other  quality. 
'  I  am^  I  flatter  myfelf^  compleatly  a  citizen  6f 
the  woiid* — In  my  travels  through  Holland, 
Gennahy>  Switaerlandj  Italy,  Corfica^  France, 
I  never  felt  myfelf  from  honsei  and  I  finoerely 
love  ^^  every  kindred  and  tongue,  and  people 
<^  and  nation.'^  I  fub&ribe  to  what  my  late 
truly  learned  and  phikfopUcal  friend 
iCroJtie  (&i^  that  tht  Englifli  are  better  ani*^ 
m^s  tban  the  Scotia  tlity  are  rieai«r  the  fun  i 
their  blood  is  richer,  and  more  mellow :  but 
ifho^  I  hiHtfiHir  ally  of  them  in  ao  outiiageous 
'  •*' •  contempt 
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contempt  of  Scotland,  I  fairly  own  I  treat  thci^ 
as  children.  And  thus  I  have,  at  fomc  mo* 
mcnts,  found  myfelf  obliged  to  treat  eveij 
Dr.  Johnfon. 

To  Scotland  however  he  ventured  ;  and  he  re-» 
turned  from  it  in  great  good  humour,  with  his 
prejudices  much  leffened,  and  with  very  grate- 
ful feelings  of  the  hofpitality  with  which  he  was 
treated;  as  is  evident  from  that  admirable 
work,  his  ^*  Journey  to  the  Weftem  Iflands  of 
Scotland,"  which,   to  my"^  titter  aftoniflimcht^ 

has  been  mifapprehended, '  even  to  rancpur,  fey . 
many  of  my  countrymen. 

To  have  the  cdmpany  of  Chamiers  and  Scotty 
he  delayed  his  journey  fo  long,  that  the  court  of 
leflion,  which  rifes  on  the  eleventh  of  Auguft,  * 
was  broke  up  before  he  got  to  Edinburgh.  • 

On  Saturday  the  fourteenth  of  Auguft,  177J, 
late  in  the  evcningj  I  received  a  note  from  him, 
that  he  was  Arrived  at  Boyd's  inn,  at  the  head 
of  the  Canongate.  I  went  to  him  dirc&ly.  He 
embraced  me  cordially ;  and  I  exulted  in  the 
thought,  that  I  now  had  him  aduaUy  in  Cak-> 
donia^  Mr.  Scotfs  amiable  manners,  and  atr 
tachment  to  cur  Socratesy  at  once  united  me  to 
him*  Heboid  me  that,  before  I  came  in,  the 
dodor  had  unluckily  had  a  bad  fpecimen  of 
Scottijh  cleanlinefs.  He  ;then  drafik  no  fer-» 
meinted  liquor.  He  alked  to  have  his  lemonade 
made  iweeter ;  upon  which  fhe  waiter^  with  hii 

greafy 
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greafy  fingers>  lifted  a  lump  of  fugar^  and  put 
it  into  it.  The  doAor,  in  indignation,  threw 
it  out  of  the  window.  Scott  faid,  he  was  afraid 
he  would  have  knocked  the  waiter  down.  Mr« 
John/on  told  me,  that  fuch  another  trick  was 
played  him  at  the  houfe  of  a  lady  in  Paris.  He 
.was  to  do  me  the  honour  to  lodge  under  my 
roof.  I  regretted  fincerely  that  I  had  not  alfo 
a  room  for  Mr.  Scott.  Mr.  John/on  and  I 
walked  arm-in-arm  up  the  High-ftreet>  to  my 
houfe  in  James* s  court :  it  was  a  duiky  night :  I 
could  not  prevent  his  being  affailcd  by  the  even- 
ing effluvia  of  Edinburgh.  I  heard  a  late  ba- 
ronet^  of  fbme  diflin<ftion  in  the  political  world 
m  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  reign,  oblerve> 
that  '^  walking  the  ftreets  of  Edinburgh  at 
^^  night  was  pretty  perilous,  and  a  good  deal 
'*  odoriferous.'*  ^  The  peril  is  much  abated,  by 
fhe  care  which  the  magiftrates  have  taken  'to 
enforce  the  city  laws  againft  throwing  foul 
water  from  the  windows ;  but,  from  the  ftruc-- 
ture  of  the  houfes  in  the  old  town,  which  con- 
fift  of  many  ftories,  in  each  of  which  a  different 
family  lives,  and  there  being  ilo  covered  fcwers, 
the  odour  ftill  continues.  A  zealous  Scotfhian 
would  have  wilhed  Mr.  Johnjon  to  be  without 
one  of  his  five  fenfes  upon  this  occafion.  As 
we  marched  flowly  along,  he  grumbled  in  my 
car,  *^  I  fmcU  you  in  the  dark  !  **  But  he  ac- 
knowledged that  the  breadth  of  the  ftrcet>  an'd 
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Ae  loftinds  of  the  buildings  on  each  fide,  midc 
a  noble  appearance. 

My  wife  had  tea  r^adjr  for  him,  which  it  i^ 
weH  known  h^  delighted  to  drink  at  all  hours^ 
paxticulaTly  when  fitting  up  lati?,  and  of  which 
lis  able  defence  againft  fdr,  Jonas  Hanw^ 
ihould  have  obtained  him  a  nciagnificent  reward 
from  the  Eaft-India  Company.  He  fhfe^ed 
much  complacency,  upon  finding  that  the 
miftrefs  of  the  houfc  was  fo  attentive  to  Jiis  An- 
gular h^bit;  and  as  no  mai)  could  be  morepo* 
lite  when  he  chofe  to  be  fp,  his  addSrefs  to  hef 
was  moft  courteous  and  engaging;  and  his 
converfation  foon  charmed  her  into  a  forgetful- 
nefs  of  his  external  appearance. 

I  did  not  t^egin  to  keep  a  regular  fuUjoijrnal 
till  fome  days  after  we  had  fet  put  froji^i  Edin- 
burgh; but  I  have  luckily  prcferved  a  good 
many  fragments  of  his  Memorabilia  from  his 
very  iSrft  evening  in  Scotland. 

We  had^  a  little  before  this^  had  a  trial  for 
murdix,  in  wluch  the  judges  had  allowed  the 
lapfe  pf  twenty  years  u}ice  its  commiinoo  as  .a 
plea  in  bar,  in  conformity  with  the  dodtrine  pf 
prefcription  in  the  Wtrf/  Uw>  which  Scotland  and 
feveral  other  countries  in  Ettrppe  have  adopted. 
He  at  fi^  difapprovtd  x^f  this;  but  then  he 
thought  there  was  Ipmethin^  io  itj  if  there  hatl 
fceen  jQpr  twenty  yean  a  »«left  tp  profccute  n 
jjrime  which  waa  hmm.    Hcwould  not  allow 

that 
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tliat  a  murder,  by  not  being  Sfcovertd  for  twenty 
years,  (hould  efcape  punilhment*  We  talked 
9f  the  ancient  trial  by  duel.  He  did  not  think 
it  ib  abfurd  as  b  ^nerally  fuppofed  i  *^  For 
^^  (faid  he)  it  was  only  aiiowtd  when  the  ^juef* 
<'  tion  was  in  ejiriUhiVy  as  when  one  affirmed 
**  and  anodier  denied ;  and  they  had  a  notion 
^  that  Providence  wotild  interfere  in  favour  of 
^  him  who  was  in  die  right.  But  as  it  was 
'^  found  diat  in  a  duel,  he  who  was  in  the  right 
^'  had  not  a  better  chance  than  he  who  was  in 
<^  the  wrongy  therefore  ibciety  inftitnted  the 
^<  prefent  mode  of  trials  and  gave  dte  advantage 
^  to  him  who  is  in  the  right/' 

We  fat^till  near  two  in  the  mornii^g,  having 
di^ed  a  good  while  after  my  wife  kfc  us.  She 
had  infifted»  tha^  to  Ihew  all  refpe&  to  cheSage^ 
Ih^  would  give  up  our  ovy^n  bed-chamber  to 
him  md  Cake  a  worfe.  This  I  caaMt  but 
gratefully  mention^  as  one  of  a  thoufand  obli- 
gations which  I  owe  her^  fince  the  great  obli^ 
gation  of  her  boAg  fktikd  <o  accept  ^  me  ^ 

hierhiiflNmd. 

Mr.  Scott  came  to  brettkfoft,  «t^idi  I  in- 
troduced to  Br.  psAiD&m,  duid  iiim«  my  friend 
Sir  fflJJim»  Fpri9s,  mmr  ^  JN^^  a  man  of 
whom  too  much  good  can&ot  be  faid  i  who, 

%ith  diftinguilhed  abiUticfl^  and  appUcatipn  in 

his 
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)u$  profeflion  of  a  Banker>  is  at  onoc  a  good 
companion^  and  a  good  chriftian  ;  which  I 
think  is  faying  enough.  Yet  it  is  but  jufUce 
to  record^  that  once^  vnxcn  he  was  in  a  danger- 
ous ilinefs,  he  was  watched  with  the  anxioua 
apprehenlion  of  a  general  calamity  -,  day  and 
night  his  h6ufe  was  befet  with  affedionate  in-* 
tquiries ;  and,  upon  his  recovery,  Te  Deum  was 
the  univerfal  chorus  from  the  hearts  of  his 
countrjrmen. 

Mr.  Johnfbn  was  pleafed  with  my  daughter 
Veronica*  then  a  child  of  about  four  months  old* 
She  had  the  appearance  of  liHening  to  him. 

His 

^  Tbc  faint^s  name  of  f^eronica  was  introduced  into  our 
family  through  my  great  grandmother  f^irMtca,  Countefs  of 
Kincardine,  a  Dutch  lady  of  the  noble  houfe  of  Sommelfdycky  of 
which  there  is  a  full  account  in  BajU*j  Diflienary.  The 
family  had  once  a  princely  right  in  Surinam^  The  governour 
of  that  iiland  was  appointed  by  the  States  GPeneral,  tbe  town 
of  Amfterdam,  and  Sommel Alyck.  The  States  General  hare 
acquired  Sommelfdyck's  right  \  but  the  family  has  lliil  great 
dignity  and  opulence,  and  by  intermarriages  is  connefied  with 
many  other  noble  families.  When  I  waa  at  the  Hague,  I  wat 
received  with  all  the  affection  of  kindred.  Xhe  preient  ^9w« 
melfdyck  has  an  important  charge  in  the  Republick,  ahd  is  at 
worthy  a  man  as  lives.  He  has  honoured^  me  with  his  cor- 
refpondence  for  thefe  twenty  yeartf .  My  great  grand  father, 
tbe  hulband  of  Countefa  Veronica,  was  AkMondir  Eatrl*  of 
KiftcarMne,  thai  eminent  Royalifi  whofe  charafler  is  given  by 
Bumety  in  his  Hiftory  of  his  own  Times.  From  him  the 
blood  of  Bruce  flows  in. my  veins..'  Of  fuch'anceftry- who 
would  not  be  proud  ?  And,  at  Nihil  ejl  nifibee  fitat  alter^  if 
peculiarly  true  of  genealogy,  who  yvould  not  be  glad  to  Aifcn. 
fair  opportvniry  to  let  it  bt  known  f 
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inodans  feemed  to. her  to  be  intended  for 
her  amufement ;  and  when  he  flopped,  Ihe 
fluttered. and  made  a  little  infantine  noife,  and 
a  kind  of  fignal  for  him  to  begin  again.  She 
would  be  held  cloie  to  him ;  which  was  a  proof, 
ifool  fimple  nature,  that  his  figure  was  not 
horrid.  Her  fondnefs  for  him  endeared  her 
ftill  more  to  me,  and  I  declared  fhe  ihould  have 
five  hundred  pounds  of  additional  fortune. 

We  talked  of  the  pradice  of  the  law.  Sir 
'lyilliain  Forbes  faidj  he  thought  an  hOnefl: 
lawyer  fhould  never  undertake  a  caufb  which 
he  was  fatisfied  was  not  a  juft  one.  *'  Sir  (faid 
Mr.  Johnfon)  a  lawyer  has  no  bufinefs  with  the 
juflice  or  injuftice  of  the  caufe  which  he  tinder* 
takes,  unlefs  his  client  afks  his  opinion,  and 
dien  he  is  bound  to  give  it  honeftly.  The 
jnSdce  or  injuftice  of  the  caufe  is  to  be  decided 
by  the  judge.  Confider,  Sir,  what  is  the  pur- 
pofc  of  courts  of  juflice  ?  It  is,  that  every  man 
may  have  his  caufe  fairly  tried,  by  men  ap-^ 
pointed  to  try  caufes.  A  lawyer  is  riot  to  tell 
what  he  knows  tD  be  a  lie  2  he  i$  tiot  to  produce 
what  he  knows  to  be  a  falfe  deed  1  but  he  is 
not  toufurp  the  province  of  the  jury  ahd  of  the 
judgtj  and  determine  what  fhall  be  the  effect 
of  evidence — what  fhall  be  the  refult  of  legal 
argument.  As  it  rarely  happens  that  a  man  is 
fit  to  plead  his  own  caufe,  lawyers  are  a  claft 
i>f  the  communityi.who>  by  fhidy  and  experi-* 

C  tnce^ 


f  t«  J  .    . 

ence^  have  acquired  the  art  and  power  of  ar^ 
ranging  evidence^  and  of  applying  to  the  points* 
at  iflqe  what  the  law  has  fettled.  A  lawyer  is 
to  do  for  his  client  all  that  his  client  might 
fairly  do. for  himfelf,  if  he  could.  If^  ;hy  a  fuf 
periority  of  attention^  of  knowledge,  of  &ilV 
and  aix:tter  method  lofcommunitation,  heha& 
the  advantage  of  his  adverfary,  it  is  an  advan- 
tage to  which  he  is  ^ntided.  There  xnuft  al-. 
ways  be  fome  advantage,  on  one  fide  or  other  i. 
and  it  is  better  that  advantage  fhould  :be  had 
by  talents,  dian  by  chance.  If  lawyers  wei:!^^ 
ip  undertake  .no  caufea  till  they  were  fyre  they 
were  juft,  a  man  might  be  precluded  altogether 
from  a  trial  of  his  claim,  though,  were  it  judi- 
cially examined,  it  might  be  found  a  wry  juft 
elaim.".-— This  was  found  practical  doftrine^ 
and  rationally  repreiled.  a  too  refined  fcrupuXcH 
fity  of  confcience. 

Emigration  was  at  this  time  a.  common  t>* 
pick  of  difcourfe.  Dr.  Johnfon  regretted  it  as^ 
hurtful  to  human  happinefs :  *'  For  (faid  he)  ^ 
it  fpreads  mankind,  Which  weakens  the  defence 
of  a  nation,,  and  leficns  the  comfort  of  living* 
Men,  thinly  fcattered,  make  a  fliift,  hut  a  bad 
Ihift,  without  many  things.  A  fmith  is  tea 
miles  off:  they  11  do  without  a  nail  or  a  fl:aple«. 
A  taylor  is  far  from  them  :  they'll  botch  their 
own  clothes.    It  is  being  concentrated  which» 

produces  high  convenience^?* 

Si* 
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Sir  William  Forbes,  Mr.  Scott,  and  I,  ac- 
companied Mr.  Johnfon  to  the  chapel,  founded 
by  Lord  Chief  Baron  Smith,  for  the  fcrvice  of 
the  Church  of  England.  The  Reverend  Mr. 
Carre,  the  fenior  clergyman,  preached  from 
thcfe  words,  **  Becaufe  the  liord  reigneth,  let 
"  the  earth  be  glad." — I  was  forry  to  think 
Mr.  Johnfon  did  not  attend  to  the  fcrmon,  Mr. 
Carre's  low  voice  not  being  ftrong  enough  to 
reach  his  hearing.  A  feledion  of  Mn  Carre's 
fermons  has,  fince  his  death,  been  publiih^d 
by  Sir  William  Forbes,  and  the  world  has  ac- 
knowledged their  uncommon  merit.  I  am 
well  aflfured  Lord  Mansfield  has  pronounced 
them  to  be  excellent. 

Here  I  obtained  a  promife  from  Lord  Chief 

Baron  Orde,  that  he  would  dine  at  my  houfe 

next  day.      I  prcfented  Mr.  Johnfon  to  his 

Lordfliip,  who  politely  faid  to  him,  "  I  have 

"  not  the  honour  of  knowing  you  j  but  I  hope 

**  for  it,  and  to  fee  you  at  my  houfe.     I  am  to 

**  wait  on  you  to-morrow."    This  refpedtable 

Englifh  judge  will  be  long  remembered  in 

Scotland,  where  he  built  an  elegant  houfe,  and 

lived  in  it  magnificently.      His   own  ample 

fortune,  with  the  addition  of  his  falary,  enabled 

him  to  be  fplendidly  hofpitable.     It  may  be 

fortunate  for  an  individual  amongft  Qurfelves  to 

be  Lord  Chief  Baron ;  and  a  mod  worthy  man 

now  h^s  the  office.     But,  in  my  opinion,  it  is 

better  for  Scotland  in  general,  that  fome  of  our 

C  2  publick 


spublick  employments  fliould  be  BUed  by  geit*- 
tlemen  of  diftinftion  from  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
Tweed,  as  we  have  the  benefit  of  promotioi)  in 
England*  Such  an  interchange  would  make  a 
beneficial  mixture  of  manners,  and  render  our 
union  more  complete.  Lord  Chief  Baron  Orde 
was  on  good  terms  with  us  all,  in  a  narrow 
country  filled  with  jarring  interefts  and  keen 
parties ;  znd,  though  I  well  knew  his  opinion 
to  be  the  fame  with  my  own,  he  kept  himfelf 
aloof  at  a  very  critical  period  indeed,  when  the 
Douglas  caufe  fliook  the  facred  fecurity  of  births 
right  in  Scotland  to  its  foundation;  a  caufe, 
which  had  it  happened  before  the  Union,  when 
there  was  no  appeal  to  a  Britifh  Houfe  of 
Lords,  would  have  left  the  great  fortrefs  of 
honours  and  of  property  in  ruins. 

When  we  got  home.  Dr.  Johnfon  defired 
to  fee  my  books.  He  took  down  Ogden's  Ser- 
mons on  Prayer,  on  which  I  fet  a  very  high 
Talue>  having  been  much  edified  by  them,  and 
he  retired  wkh  them  to  his  room.  He  did  not 
ftay  long,  but  foon  joined  us  in  the  drawings 
room.  I  prefented  to  him  Mr.  Robert  Ar- 
buthnot,  a  relation  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Ar- 
buthnot,  and  a  man  of  literature  and  tafte* 
To  him  we  were  obliged  for  a  previous  recom- 
mendation, which  fecured  us  a  very  agreeable 
reception  at  St.  Andrew's,  and  which  Dr.  John- 
fon, in  his  Journey,  afcribcs  to  "  fome  invifible 
•^  friend/' 

Of 
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OfDnBeattie^  Mr.  Johnfon  fiud,  ^  Sir,  he* 
lias  written  like  a  man  confcious  of  the  truths 
and  feding  his  own  ftrength.  Treating  your 
adverfary  with  refpeffc;  is  giving  him  an  advan- 
tage  to  which  he  is  not  entitled.  The  greateft 
^art  of  men  cannot  judge  of  realbning,  and  are 
imprefled  bjrcharafters  fo  that,  if  you  allow  your 
adverlary  a  relpeftable  charadter,  they  will  think^ 

•  * 

that  though  you  differ  from  him,  you  may  be 
in  the  wrong.    Sir,  treating  your  adverfary  with 
relped,  is  (triking  foft  in  a  battle.    And  as  to 
Mume^sL  man  who  has  fo  much  conceit  as  to 
tell  all  mankind  that  they  have  been  bubbled 
for  ages,  and  he  is  the  wife  man  who  fees  better' 
than  they — a  man  who  has  Uy  little  fcrupulofity 
as  to  venture  to  oppofe  thofe  principles  which 
havp  been  thought  necefftry  to  human  happl- 
ji^fs — is  he  to  be  furprifed  if  another  man  comca 
and  laughs  at  him  ?    If  he  is  the  great  man  h« 
think?  himfelf,  all  this  cannot  hurt  him :  it  is 
like  throwing  peas  againft  a  rock^"    He  added 
^^fometbing  much  too  rough^^^  both  as  to  Mr. 
Hume's   head  and  heart,   which  I  fupprels^ 
Violence  is,  in  my  opinion,  not  fuitabla  to  the 
Chriftian  caufe.     Befides,  I  always  lived  on 
good  terms  with  Mr.  Hume,  though  I  have 
frankly  told  him,  I  was  not  clear  that  it  was 
right  in  me  to  keep  company  with  him.   **  But 
^f^d  \)  hQW  ipuch  better  arc  you  than  your 


»* 


bookis ! ''  He  was  cheerful^  obliging,  mid'  in« 
ftruftiveK  be  was  charitable  to  the  poqt;.  and 
marty  ap  agreeable,  hour  have  I  paffifd  with  hun«. 
I  haye  preferved  fome  entertaining  and'  iote* 
refting  meinoirs  of  himj  particularly  when  he 
i^^ew  hinifelf  to  be  dying>  *  which  If  may  fome' 
time,  or  other  communicate  to  the  world*  I 
i|^all  notj  however,  extol  him  fo  very  highly  as^ 
Dr.  jlJam  Smith  does,  who  fays,  in .  a  letter  to 
lyf r.  Strah^  the  Printer  (not  a  confidential 
Iptter  to  his  friend,  but  a  letter  which  is  pub- 
liftied  *  with  all.  formality) :  *^  Vpon  the  whole, 
^  r  haye  always  confidered  him^  both  in  his 
'(life- time,  and  fince  his  death,  as  apprpaching 

"as 


*  This  letter^  though  fliaU^red  by  th«  (harp  fliot  of  Dr.  Htnu 
of  Oxford  V  wit,  in  the  character  of  **  One  of  the  People  called 
M  Chriftians/*  is  ftUl  prefixed  to  Mr.  Hume's  excellent  Hif- 
tory  of  EDglandy  like  a  poor  inralid  oa.  the  piquet  guard,  or 
like  a  lift  of  quack  medicines  fold  by  the  fame  bookfeller,  by 
iwhom  a'  work  of  whatever  nature  is  publiflied  ;  for  it  has  no 
conne^^ioii  with  his  Hiftwy^  let  it  have  what  it  may  with 
what  are  oalied  his  Pbilofcpbkal  Works,     A  worthytfriend  of 
snine  in  Losdofi  was  lately  confulted  by  a  lady  of  quality^  of 
noft  diftingui/hed  merit,  what  was  the  bcft  Hiftory  of  England 
for  her  ion  to  read.    My  fnend  recommended  Hume's.    But, 
iipop  recolle^ling  that  jt»  u(her  was  a  fuporlative  panegyrkk 
on  one,  who  endeavoured  to  fap  the  credit  of  our  holy  reli- 
gion,   he  repented.     I  am  really  forry  for  this  oftentatious 
ddUAKct  \  becaufe    I    admir«     <'  The    Theory    of   Moral 
**  Sentiments  "'  and  vaUie  the  greateft  part  of  ''  An  Inquiry 
**  into  the  Nature   and  Caufes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations." 
Why  fliuuld  Atch  a  wrker  be  fo  forgetful  of  human  comfort, 
as  to  give  any  countenance  to  that  dreary  infidelity  which 
would  <(  make  us  poor  indeed  1 


f» 
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■^  as  nearly  to  the  idea  of  a  pcrfcftly  wife  and 
"  yiituous  nnan  as  perhaps  the  nature  of  human 
'^  frailty  will  permit/'  Let  Dr.  Smith  confider : 
Was  not  Mr.  Hume  blcft  with  good  health, 
good  fpirits,  good  friends,  a  competent  and 
increafing  fortune  ?  And  had  ^e  not  alfo  a 
pcrpctu^  feait  of  fame?  But,  as  a  learned 
friend  hai  obferved  to  me,  "  What  trials  did  he 
widrfrgo,  to  prot^e  the  perfection  of  his  virtue  ?** 
Did  he  ever  experience  any  great  inftance  of 
.adverfity?" — ^When  I  read  this  fcntcnce,  deli^ 
vered  by  my  old  Profeffhr  of  Moral  Philofophyy 
1  could  not  help  exclaiming  with  the  Pfalmift^ 
^  Siirely  I  have  now  more  underftanding  than 
**'  my  teachers !  ** 

While  we  were  talking,  there  came  a  note 
*o  mc  from  Dr.  William  Robertfon. 
"  Dear  Sir, 

**  I  have  been  expefting  every  day  to  hear 
^  from  you,  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  arrival.  Pray 
^  what  do  you  know  about  his  motions  ?  I 
**  long  to  take  him  by  the  hand.  I  write  this 
**  from  the  college,  where  I  have  only  this 
•*  fcrap  of  paper.    Ever  your's, 

^'  Sunday.  W.  R/* 

« 

It  pleafed  me  to  find  Dr.  Robertfon  thus 
«ager  to  nieet  Dr.  Johnfon.  I  was  glad  I  could 
anfwer,  that  he  was  come  :  and  I  begged  Dr. 
Robertfon  might  be  with  us  as  foon  >as  he 
5;ould, 

€4  Sir 


1 
/ 
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Sir  William  Forbes,  Mr.  Scott,  Mr,  Arbudi^ 
pot,  and  another  gentleman,  dined  with  us. 

5'  Come,  Dr.  Johnfon,  (faid  I)  it  is  commonly^ 

thought  that  our  veal  in  Scotland  if  not  good^ 

But  here  is  fome  which  I  bjjlievc  you  yrilL 

like." — There  was  no  catching  him. — Jobnfm. 

*'  Why,  Sir,   what  is  commonly  thought,  I 

jQiould  (^e  to  |;>e  true.     Tour  ycal  may  be 

good  3  but  that  will  only  be  an  exception  to  the 

general  opinion ;  not  a  proof  againfl:  it." 

Dr.  Robertfon,  according  to  the  cuftom  of 
Edinburgh  at  that  time,  dined  in  the  interval 
between  fhe  forenoon  and  afternoop  fervice^ 
*|y^hich  wa;  (hen  later  than  pow ;  fa  we  had  not 
the  pleafure  of  his  company  till  dinner  was  over,, 
when  he  came  and  drank  wine  with  us.  And 
then  began  fome  animated  dialogue,  of  whicl^ 
here  follows  a  pretty  full  note. 

We  talked  of  Mr.  Burke.— Dr.  Johnfon 
faid,  he  had  great  variety  of  knowledge,  ftorc 
of  imagery,  copioufnefs  of  l^guage.  — i?^. 
i^ertjon.  "  He  has  wit  too."  —  Jpbnfon^  '^  No^ 
§ir  i  he  never  fucceeds  there.  'Tis  low  i  *ti$ 
conceit.  I  ufed  to  fay,  Burke  never  onc^ 
plade  a  gopd  joke  *.    What  I  moft  envy  Burke 

for, 

^  This  wts  one  of  tbe  points  upon  vrhich  Dr.'JohoA>n  ^tt  . 
ilrangely  heterodox.       For,   furely,    Mr.  Burke,  with  his 
ether  remarkable  qualities,  is  alfo  diftinguiihcd  for  his  wit; 


t  25  ] 
fer,  hi  his  being  tfonftai^tly  the  fame.    He  is 
oerer  what  we  call  hum-drum  j  never  unwil- 
ling 

and  for  wit  9f  all  kio^t  too.;  i|iot  merely  tliat,  poorer  9f  frf 
guage  which  Pope  £httfe»  to  denoniaate  Wit, 

•     "* 

(Trye  wit  is  Nature  to  tdraotage  dreft  | 

W!wt  oft  was  thought,  but  ac>r  fo  u^cll  ci^prcft.J 

^ut  furprifins  allufionsy  briUiaot  rallies  of  vivacity,  and  plea* 
lant  conceits.    His  fpeeches  in  parliament  are  ftrewed  wi^i 
them.    Take,  for  inftance,  the  variety  which  he  has  given  Im 
his  wide  range,  yet  cxaft  detail,  when  exhibiting  bis  Kelorm 
Bill.    An4  his  fonverfation  abounds  in  wit.  Let  me  put  down 
»  ^R«ciW«n-rrJt  told  kim,  I  had  fcen,  at  a  Bbu-Jtocking  afleoi* 
|>Iy*  a  number  of  ladies  fitting  round  a  worthy  and  tall  friend 
of  ours,  liftening  to  his  literature.    **  Aye  (Ikid  he)  lika 
V  maids  round  a  May-pole." — I  t^ld  him,  I  had  found  out «  ' 
perfefl  definition  of  human  natfire,  as  diftinguiflied  from  thft 
animal.    An  ancient  philofopher  faid,   Man  was  <<  a  two* 
I«gged  animal  without  feather*  **  -upon  which  his  rival  Sago 
had  a  Cock  plucked  bare,  and  fet  him  down  in  the  fchool  be*  ., 
fore  all  the  difciples,  as  a  ''PbilofophicMan.*'    Pn  Fraaklia 
faid,  Man  was  **  a  tool-jsaking  animal,^*  which  is  very  we]}| 
for,  no  animal  but  man  ipakes  a  thing,  by  means  of  which  1^ 
can  make  another  thing.    But  this  applies  to  very  few  of  the 
fpecies*     My  definition  of  Mam  is,  <<  a  Cookiiig  Animal.** 
The  beafts  have  memory,  judgement,  and  all  the  faculties  and 
l^ons  of  our  mind,  ia  ^  certain  degree;  but  no  bead  is  a 
cook.   The  trick  of  the  monkey  ufing  the  catU  paw  to  roa&  i^. 
cheitnut)  is  only  a  piece  of  (hrewd  malice  in  that  turpiffimm 
iefimt  which  humbles  us  fo  fadly  by  its  fimilarity  to  us.   Man 
alone  can  drefs  a  good  diih  \  and  every  man  whatever  is-more 
or  lefs  a  cook,  in  feafoning  what  he  himfelf  eats.— Vour  A^h^ 
Siltion  is  good,  faid  Mr.  Burke,  and  I  now  fee  the  full  force 
oT  the  common  proverb,  *'  There  is  reafon  in  roafting  of  eggs.'* 
•—When  Mr.  Wilkes^  in  his  days  of  tumultuous  oppofition,' 
was  bor*n  upon  the  (boulders  of  tht  mob,  Mr.  Burke  (as  Mr» 
^        '  /  .  Wilket 


Ihig  to  begin  to  talk>  nor  in  a  hafte  to  leaVe^ 
xMr^Bufdoell.  «  Yet  he  can  liften."— J^A^^ 
Jbn.  **  No  J  I  cannot  fay  he  is  good  at  that.  Sa 
defirous  is  he  to  talk^  that,  if  one  is  fpeaking  at  ^ 
this  end  of  the  table^  hell  fpeak  to  fomebodjr 
at  the  ot|;ier  end«  Burke,  Sir,  is  fuch  a  man, 
that  if  you  met  him  for  the  firft  time  in  a  ftreet 
where  you  were  flopped  by  a  drove  of  oxen,  and 
yotr  and  he  ftepped  a(ide  to  take  fhelter  but  for 
five  minutes,  he'd  talk  to  you  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that,  when  you  parted, 'you  would  fay,  this 
is  an  extraordinary  man.  Now;  you  may 
be  long  enough  with  me,  v^thout  finding  any 
thing  extraordinary/'  He  faid,  he  believed 
Burke  was  intended  for  the  law;  but  either  had 
not  money  enough  to  follow  it,  or  had  not  di- 
ligence enough*  He  faid,  he  could  not  under- 
Hand  how  a  man  could  apply  to  one  thing,  and 
ndt  to  another,  Robertfm  faid,  one  man  had 
more  judgement,  another  more  imagination 

Wilkes  told  me  himfelf}  ^ith  chffical  admiration}  applied  \m 
liim  what  Horaa  fays  of  Pindar ^ 


Lege  feiufis. 


Numeri/iiue  fertur 


.  Sir  Jofliita  Reynoldi,  who  agreet  with  me  entirely  as  t« 
Mr.  Bajke*s  fertility  of  wit,  faidi  that  this  was  "  dignifying  a 
pun."*  He  alfo  obferved,  that  he  has  often  heard  Burke  fay,  in 
the  courfe  of  an  evening,  ten  good  things,  each  of  which 
^ould  have  fervect  a  noted  wit  (whom  he  named)  to  livt  upon 
for  a  twelvementh« 


r  ^  I? 

— Jpbnpfk^   **No,  Sir;  it  is  only  one  mah^ haft 
inore  mind  than  another.    He  may  direft  it. 
differently ;  he  may,  by  accident,  fee  the  fuc-^ 
cefs  of  one  kind  of  ftudy,  and  take  a  defire  ta 
excel  in  it.    I  am  perfuaded  that,  had  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton  applied  to  poetry,  he  would  have  made 
a  very  fine  epic  poem.     I  could  as  eafily  apply) 
to  law  as  to  tragick  poetry.'*— iB^rf/.  "  Yet> 
Sir,  you  did  apply  to  tragick  poetry,  not  ta 
law*'* — Jolmfon.  "  Becaufe,  Sir,  I  had  not  mo- 
ney to  ftudy  law.  Sir,  the  man  who  has  vigour 
may  walk  to  the  eaft,  juft  as  well  as  to  the  weft^ 
if  he  happens  to  tjUFn  his  head  that  way."—. 
Bofwell.  <<  But^  Sir,  'tis  like  walking  up  and  down 
a. hill  y  one  man  will  naturally  do  the  one  better 
than  the  other.    A  hare  will  nan  up  a  hill  beflr,. 
from  her  legs  being  fliort  j    a  dog  down."— 
Jobnfon.  "Nay,  Sir;  that  is. from  mechanical' 
powers.     If  you  make  mind  mechanicial,  you . 
may  argue  in  that  manner.  One  mind  is  a  vice, 
and  holds  faft ;  there's  a  good  memory.  '  Ano- 
ther is  a  file ;  and  he  is  a  difputant,  a  contro- 
vcrfialift.     Another  is  a  razor  \  and  he  is  far- 
caftical."-.We  talked  of  WbitefieU.    He  faid, 
he  was  at  the  fame  college  with  him,  and  knew 
him    before   he  began  to  be  better  than  other 
feofle  (fmiling) ;  that  he  believed  he  fincerely 
meant  well,  but  had  a  mixture  of  politicks  and 
oftentation  :  whereas  W^  thought  of  religion 

5  only*. 
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^tdy*.*^Roieri/on  faid,  Whitcfidd  had  fttong 
natural  eloquence^  which^  if  cultivatedj  would 

have  done  great  things.-— 7*^^^*  ^^  Why,  Sir, 
I  take  it  he  was  at  the  height  of  what  his  abili- 
ties could  do,  and  was  fenfible  of  it.  He  had 
the  ordinary  advantages  of  education ;  but  he 
ckofe  to  purfue  that  oratory  which  is  for  the 
moh.^^-^Bo/well.  "  He  had  great  efFedfc  on  the 
paffions.*' — Jobn/on.  ^^  Why,  Sir  ?  I  don't  think 
fj.  He  could  not  reprefent  a  fucceifion  o{  pa«- 
thetick  images.  He  vociferated,  and  made  an 
impreflion.  ^ere^  again,  was  a  mind  like  a 
hammer."— Dr.  Johnfon  now  faid,  a  certain 
eminent  political  friend  of  our's  was  wrong,*  in 
his  maxim  of  fticking  to  a  certain  fet  of  men  on 
all  occafions,  ^^  I  can  fee  that  a  man  may  do 
right  to  (tick  to  zparlj  (faid  he) ;  that  is  to  foy^ 
he  is  a  Whig,  or  he  is  a  SVy,  and  he  thinks  one 
of  tbofe  parties  upon  the  whqle  the  beft,  and 

that^ 

.  *  Thtt  cannet  be  ikid  now^,  nftft  the  flagrant  part  wliJch 
Mr.  Jobm  Wtfirf  took  againft  opr  American  bretheren»  wheo^ 
fn  bi»  own  name,  be  threw  amongft  his  enthufiafttck  flock» 
the  rery  individval  corobuftibief  of  Dr.  J^hnfiiCs  '*  Taxation 
so  Tyranny }  **  and  after  the  intolerant  fpirit  which  he  man!. 
fefted  againft  our  fellow  chriftians  of  the  Roman  Catholic^ 
Coromnnion)  for  which  that  able  champion,  Father  G*Leary\ 
hat  given  him  fo  hearty  a  drubbing.  But  I  (hould  think  my. 
lelf  very  unworthy,  if  I  did  not  at  the  fame  time  acknowledge 
Mr,  John  Wellcy's  merit,  as  a  veteran  '*  Soldier  of  Jefus 
Cbrift,  •*  who  has,  I  do  believe,  *«  turned  many  from  dark- 
tefii  intp  light,  and  from  the  power  of  SatM  to  the  livinc 

9^t:\  ^ 
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that,  CO  make  it  prevail,  it  mull  be  gcneralljf 
fupported,  though^  in  particulars,  it  may  be 
wrong.  He  takes  its  faggot  of  principles, 
in  which  there  are  fewer  rotten  fticks  than  in 
the  other,  though  fome  rotten  fticks  to  be  furc  j 
and  they  cannot  well  be  feparated.  But,  to 
bind  one's  felf  to  one  man,  or  one  fet  of  men^ 
(who  may  be  right  to-day  and  wrong  to-morrow) 
without  any  general  preference  of  fyftem,  I 
muft  difapprove*/' 

He 


*  If  due  attention  were  paid  to  this  obfenrationi  there  would 
be  more  virtue,  even  in  politicks.  What  Dr.  Johnfon  juftly 
condemned^  has,  I  am  forry  to  fay,  greatly  increafed  in  the 
prefent  reign.  At  the  diftance  of.  four  years  from  this  con« 
verfation,  aift  February  1777,  My  Lord  Archbifiiop  of  York^ 
in  his  '<  fermon  before  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  th« 
'*  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,"  thus  indignantly  defcribes  the 
then  date  of  parties  1 

*'  Parties  once  had  a  principle  belonging  to  them,  abfunl 
«  perhaps,  and  indefenfible,  but  ftill  carrying  a  notion  of 
^  duiyf  by  which  honeft  minds  might  eafily  be  caught. 

**  But  they  are  now  combinatioHS  of  indi'viduals,  who,  in 
*<  ftead  of  being  the  fons  and  fervants  of  the  community^ 
<<  make  a  league  for  advancing  t\it\x  prinjate  interefts.  It  ia 
'*  their  buHnefs  to  hold  high  the  notidn  o{ political  benour*  I 
V  believe  and  truft,  it  is  not  injurious  to  fay,  that  fuch  a  bond 
"  is  no  better  than  that  by  which  the  loweft  and  wickedeft  . 
<*  combinations  are  held  together  j  and  that  it  denotes  the  laft  « 
*«  ftage  of  political  depravity." 

To  find  a  thought,  which  juft  ihewed  itfelf  to  us  from  the 
mind  of  Jobfifin,  thus  appearing  again  at  fuch  a  diftance  of 
time,  and  without  any  communication  between  them,  enlarged 
to  full  growth  in  the  mind  of  Markbam,  is  a  curious  objeft  of 
philofophical  contemplation. ^That  two  fuch  great  and  lumi- 
nous 
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He  told  us  of  Cooke,  who  tranflatcd  Hefiod, 
and  lived  twenty  years  on  a  tranflation  of 
Plautus,  for  which  he  was  always  taking  fub- 
Icriptions ;  and  that  he  prefented  Foote  to  a 
Club,  in  the  following  fingular  .  manner : 
•^  This  is  the  nephew  of  the  gentleman  who 
was  lately  hung  in  chains  for  murdering  his 
brother/* 

In  the  evening  I  introduced  to  Mr.  Johnfon* 
two  good  friends  of  mine,  Mr.  William 
Nairne,  Advocate,  and  Mr.  Hamilton  of  Sun- 
drum,  my  neighbour  in  the  country,  both  of 
whom  fupped  with  us.  I  have  preferved  no- 
thing of  what  paflcd,  except  tha,t  Pr.  Johnfon 

difplayed 


Bovft  minds  (hould  have  been  Co  dark  in  one  corner^— that  the;^ 
Aould  have  held  it  to  be  **  wicked  Rebellion'*  in  the  Britifli 
lubjefts  eftablilhed  in  Aniericay  to  reHft  the  ab]e£l  condition 
of  holdiag  all  their  property  at  the  mercy  of  Britilh  fubjeAt 
femaintng  at  home,  while  their  allegiance  to  our  common 
Lord  the  King  was  to  be  preferved  inviolate,— is  a  ftrikinr 
pfoof  to  me,  either  that  <<  He  who  (itteth  in  Heaven,**  fcomt 
the  lofttnefs  of  human  pride,— or  that  the  evil  fpirir,  whoib 
perfonal  exiftence  I  ftrongly  believe,  and  even  in  this  age  am 
confirmed  in  that  belief  by  a  Fell^  nay,  by  a  Hunit  has  mort 
power  than  fome  choofe  to  allow. 

*  It  may  be  obfenred,  that  I  fometimet  call  my  great 
friend,  Afr.  Johnfon,  fometimes  Dr,  Johnfon  i  though  he  had 
at  this  time  a  do£lor*s  degree  from  Trinity  College,  Dublin. 
The  UniverlTty  of  Oxford  afterwards  conferred  it  upon  him  by 
a  diploma,  in  very  honourable  terms.  It  was  foroe  time  be- 
fore  I  could  bring  myfelf  to  call  him  Do£lor  s  but,  as  he  hat 
been  long  known  by  that  title,  I  ihall  give  it  to  him  in  th« 
reft  of  this  Journal* 
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^f^Ujed  another  of  his  heterodox  opinions — « 
contempt  of  tragick  ading.  He  faid,  ^^  the 
aftion  of  all  players  in  tragedy  is  bad.  It 
ftould  be  a  man's  ftudy  to  reprefs  thofe  figns 
of  emotion  and  paffion^  as  they  are  called/'  He 
was  of  a  direft  contrary  opinion  to  that  of 
Fielding,  in  his  Tom  Janes,  who  m^kcs  P^tridge 
lay,  of  Garricki  *^  why  I  could  aft  as  well  as 
«*  he  myfelf,  I  am  fure,  if  I  had  feen  a  ghd):> 
**  I  fhould  have  looked  in  the  very  fame  man* 
**  ner,  and  done  juft  as  he  did/'  For,  when 
I  alked  him,  "  Would  not  you.  Sir,  ftaft 
as  Mr.  Garrick  does,  if  you  faw  a  ghoft  ?  *^ 
He  anfwered,  **  I  hope  not.  If  I  did,  I  fhould 
^  frighten  the  ghoft," 

Monday,  \Sih  Ailguft^ 

Dr.  WiUiam  Robertfon  came  to  breakfaft* 

We  talked  of  Ogden  on  Prayer.     Dn  Johnfon 

laid,  "The  fame  arguments  which  are  ufed 

againfl  God's  hearing  prayer,  will  ferve  againfl 

kis  rewarding  good,  and  punifbing  evil.     He 

has  refolved,  he  has  declared,  in  the  former 

cafe  as  in  the  latter."  He  had  lafl  night  looked 

into  Lord  Haik^^s  '^  Remarks  on  the  Hiftory  of 

•*  Scotland."     Dr.  Robertfon  and  I  faid,  it  waa 

a  pity  Lord  Hailes  did  not  write  greater  things^ 

His  lordfhip  had  not  then  publifhed  his  '^  An« 

nals    of  Scotland."  —  John/on.  '*  I  remember 

i  was  once  on  a  vifit  at  the  houfe  of  a  lady  for 

whom 
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Whom  I  had  a  hig(i  re^£t«  Th^re  was  a  gdOa 
deal  of  company  in  the  room.  When  they  were 
gpne^  I  faid  to  this  lady,  ^  What  fooliih  talk.* 
ing  have  we  had!* — **  Ycs>  (faid  flic)  but; 
while  they  talked,  you  (aid  nothihgi** — ^'  I  was. 
firuck  with  the  reproof.  Hpw  otiich  better  it 
the  man  who  does  any  thing  that  is  innocent^ 
than  he  who  does  nothingi-  Belides^  I  love 
anecdotes*  I  fancy  mankind  may  come,  in 
time,  to  write  all  aphoriftically,  except  in  nar^* 
rativej  grow  weary  of  preparation,  and  con- 
nexion, and  illuilration,  and  all  thofe  arts  by 
which  a  big  book  is  made. — If  a  man  is  to*  wait 
till  he  weaves  anecdotes  into  a  fyftcm,  we  may 
be  long  in  getting  them,  and  get  but  few,  ia 
comparifon  of  what  we  might  get." 

Dr.  Robertfbn  faid>  the  notions  of  Eupham 
Macallan^  a  fanatick  woman^  of  whom  Lord 
Hailes  gives  a  flcetch,  were  ftill  prevalent  a«« 
ttiong  fome  of  the  Prcfbyterians ;  and  therefore 
it  was  right  in  Lord  Hailes,  a  man  of  known 
piety,  to  undeceive  them. 

We  walked  out,  that  Dr.  Johnfon  might  fee 
Ibme  of  the  things  which  we  have  to  ihew  at 
Edinburgh.  We  Went  to  the  PatliUment  Houfe§ 
where  the  Parliament  of  Scotland  fat,  and 
where  the  Ordinary  Lords  of  Sellion  hold  their 
courts ;  and  to  the  N€W  Seffion  Houfe  adjoining 
to  it,  where  our  Court  of  Fifteen  (the  fourteen 
Ordinaries^'  with  the  Lord  Prefidcnt  at.theif 

head) 
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head)  (It  as  i  Court  of  Review.  We  went  16 
thK  JdvQcates  Library^  of  which  Br.  johnforl 
took  a  curfory  view,  and  thcrt  to  what  is  called 
the  Laigb  (br  under)  Parliament  Houfe,  where 
the  records  of  Scotlandj  which  has  an  univerfal 
feciirity  by  regifter,  are  dcpofitedj  till  the  great 
Regifter  Office  be  flniflied:  I  loved  to  behold 
Dr.  Samuel  Johnfoh  rolling  kbout  in  this  old 
magazine  of  antiquities.  There  was,  by  this 
time,  a  pretty  numerous  circle  of  us  attending 
upon  him.  Somiebody  talked  of  happy  moments 
for  cbmpolition  ;  and  how  a  man  can  write  at 
one  time,  and  not  at  another;—**  Nay  (faid 
Dr.  Johnfon)  a  man  may  write  at  any  tinie^  if 
he  will  fet  himfelf  doggedly  to  it.'* 

I  here  began  to  indulge  hid  Scottijh  (knxi^ 
ments,  and  to  'exprefs  a  warm  regret>  that,  by 
our  Union  vrith  En^landi  we  were  no  more  i— 
out  independent  kingdom  was  loft. — Jobnjon. 
"  Sir,  never  talk  of  your  independency,  who 
could  let  your  Queeri  remain  twenty  years  in 
captivity,  and  then  be  put  to  death,  without 
even  a  pretence  of  jufticc,  without  your  ever  at-*- 
tempting  to  refcue  her  5  and  fuch  ^  Queen  too ! 
as  ctcry  man  of  any  gallantry  of  fpirit  would 
have  facrificed  his  life  foh" — Worthy  Mr. 
James  Kerr, '  Kteper  ef  the  Records.  "  Half  our 
nation  was  bribed  by  Englijb  money.*' — John- 
JmA  '^  Sir,  that  is  no  defence.'  That  makes 
you  vifOrk/^--^Cood  Mr.  Brown,  Keeper  of  the 

T>  Advocates 
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Jdvocates  Uhrary.  '*  We  h^d  better  fay  nothing 
about  It J'^r^BoJwell.  "  You  would  have  bcca 
glad,  however,  to  have  had  us  laft  war.  Sir,  to 
fight  your  battles !  '^—Johnjou.  "  Wc  fhould 
have  had  you  for  the  fame  price,  though  there 
had  been  no  union,  as  ^e  might  have  had  Swifs, 
or  other  troops.  No>  no,  I  fhall  agree  to  a  fe- 
paration*  You  have  only  to  gB  home  J* — Juft 
as  he  had  faid  this,  I,  to  divert  the  fubjeft, 
ihewed  him  the  figned  aifurances  of  the  three 
fucceffive  Kings  of  the  Hanover  fajpily,  to 
maintain  the  Prefbyterian  eftablifhment  in 
Scotland. — ^^  We'll  give  you  that  into  the  bar- 
gain," faid  he. 

We  next  went  to  the  great  church  of  St. 
Giles,  which  has  loft  its  original  magnificence 
in  the  infide,.by  being  divided  into  four  places 
of  Prcfl>yterian  worftiip.  "  Come  (faid  Dr. 
Johnfon  jocularly  to  Principal  Robcrtfbn*)  let 
me  fee,  what  was  once  a  church !  '*  Wc  entered 
that  divifion  which  was  formerly  called  the  New 
Churchy  and  of  late  the  Kgb  Churchy  fo  well 
known  by  the  eloquence  of  Dr.  Hugh  Blair.  It 
is  now  very  elegantly  fitted  up  s  but  it  was  then 

ihamefuUy 

*  I  hare  hitherto  called  him  Dr,  William  Robertron.  to 
diftingniih  him  from  Dr.  Jimet  Robertfon,  who  is  Toon  to 
make  hii  appearance.  But  Principal^  from  hit  being  the  head 
of  our  college^  ia  his  ufual  deGgnation,  and  it  fliorceri  fol 
fhall  ufe  it  io  tino  coming. 
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fiiamefally  dirty.  Dr.  Johnfon 'faid  nothing  at 
the  time  i  but  when  we  came  tq  the  great' door 
of  the  Royal  Infirmary,  where,  upon  a  board, 
was  this  infcription,  "  Clean  your  feci' I  **  he 
turned  about  flyly^  ahd  faid,  "  There  is  no  oc- 
cafion  for  putting  this  at  the  doors: of  your 
churches ! " 

We  then  condufted  him  down  the  Ppft-houfe 
ftairs,  Parliament-clofe,  and  made  him  look  up 
from  the  Cow-gate  to  the  higheft;  building  in 
Edinburgh  (from  which  he  had  juft  dcfcended) 
being  thirteen  floors  or  ftories  from  the  ground 
upon  the  back  elevation  5  the  front  wall  being 
built  upon  the  edge  of  the  hill,  and  the  back  wall 
rifing  from  the  bottom  of  the  hill  feveral  ftories 
before  it  comes  to  a  level  with  the  front  wall. 
We  proceeded  to  the  College,  with  the  Princi- 
pal at  our  head.  Dr.  Adam  Ferguflbn,  whofc 
•'  Effay  on  the  Hiftory  of  civil  Society,  *'  gives 
him  a  refpe6table  place  in  the  ranks  of  litera* 
ture,  was  with  us.  As  the  College  buildings . 
are  indeed  very  mean,  the  Principal  faid  to 
Dr.  Johnfon,  that,  he  muft  give  them  the  fame 
epithet  that  a  Jefuic  did  when  (hewing  a  poor 
college  abroad :  *^  b^  mif^rU  mflra'*  Dr. 
Johnfon  was,  however,  piuch  pleafed  with  the 
library,  and  with  the  converfation  of  Dr«  James 
Robertfon,  Profeffor  of  Oriental  Languages, 
the  Librarian.  We  talked  of  Kennicofs  Tran- 
flation  of  the  Bible,  and  hoped  it  would  be 

D  2  quite 
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^iHtc  hithfuh-^Jobn/bn.  *'  Sir>  I  know  not 
any  crime  fo  great  that  a  man  could  contrive 
to  commit,  as  poifoning  the  fources  of  eternal 
truth/* 

I  pointed  out  to  him  where  there  formerly 
\ftood  an  old  wall  enclofing  part  of  the  college, 
which  I  remember  bulged  out  in  a  threatening 
iifianheh  and  of  which  there  was  a  common 
faying,  as  of  Bacon's  Study  at  Oxford,  that  ft 
would  fall  upon  the  moft  learned  man.  It  had 
fome  time  before  this  been  taken  down,  that 
the  ilreet  might  be  widened,  and  a  more  c{>n> 
venient  wall  built.  Mr.  Johnfon,  glad  of  aa 
opportunity  to  have  a  pleafant  hit  ^t  Scottiili 
learning,  faid,  **  they  have  been  afraid  it  never 
would  faU." 

Wc  fliewed  him  the  Royal  Infirmary,  for 
which,  and  for  every  other  exertion  of  generouA 
publick  Ipirit  in  his  power,,  that  noble-minded 
citizen  of  Edinburgh,  George  Druntmond, 
will  be  ever  held  in  honourable  remembrance. 
And  we  were  too  proud  not  to  carry  him  to 
the  Abbey  of  Hofyrood-boufe,  that  beaiutiful 
piece  of  architcfture,  but,  alas  1  that  deferred 
manfion  of  royalty,  which  Hamilton  of  Bojigour, 
in  one  of  his  elegant  poems,  calls 

"  A  vtrtooos  palace,  wkere  no  monarch  dwells/' 

I  was  much  entertained  while  Printips^I 
Kobertibn  fluently  haraiigued  to  Dr,  Johnfon, 

upoA 
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upon  the  fpoti  concerning  fcenes  of  his  cele* 
brated  Hiftory  of  Scotland.  We  furveyed  that 
part  of  the  palace  appropriated  to  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton^  as  Keeper^  in  which  our  beautiful 
Queen  Mary  livedo  and  in  which  David  Rizzio 
was  murdered  i  and  alfo  the  State  Rooms,  Dr* 
Johnfon  was  a  gr^at  reciter  of  all  forts  ofthings 
ferious  or  comical.  I  over  heard  him  repeat- 
ing here>  in  a  kind  of  muttering  tone,  a  line  of 
the  old  ballad^  Jobnry  Amjiron^s  Jjafi  Good-- 
Ftghtx 

*'  And  ran  him  through  the  fair  body !  *  '* 

I  fuppofe  his  thinking  of  the  ftabbing  of  JRizzii^ 
had  brought  this  into  his  mind,  by  aflbciation 
of  ideas. 

Wc  returned  to  my  houfe,  where  there  met 
him,  at  dinner,  the  Ducheis  of  Douglas,  Sir 
Adolphus  Ough  ton.  Lord  Chief  Baron,  Sir  Wil- 
liam Forbes,  Principal  Robertfon,  lylr.  CuUen, 
advocate*  Before  dinner,  he  told  us  of  a  cu- 
rious converfation  betwe^i^  the  famous  George 
Faulkner  and  him,  George  faid  that  England 
had  drained  Ireland  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  in 
ipecie,  annually,  for  fifcy  years.    "  How  So^ 

D3  Sir! 

*  The  ibnza  from  which  he  took  this  line  i«, 

'<  But  then  rofe  up  all  £dinburgfa» 
<f  They  rofe  up  by  thoufandt  three  \ 

<f  A  cowardly  Sept  came  John  behind, 
f  ^  ^nd  ran  him  through  the  fair  b^dy  \  ^ 
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Sir!  (faid  Dr.  J^hnfon)  you  muft  have  a  very 
great  tride  ?"  "  No  trade/'  —  «  Very  -rich 
mines  ?*t  "-  No  mines."  «r*  "  From  whence, 
then,  does  ill  this  moftey.  come  ? "  f *  Comie  1 
why  out  of  thd  blood  and  bowels  of  the  poor 
pcojile  of  Ireland ! '* 

He  Teemed  to  me  to  have  an  unaccountable 
prejudice  agaixrft  Swift  5  for  I  once  took  the 
liberty  to  afk  him,  if  Swift  had  perfon^Uy  of- 
fended him>  and  he  told  me>  he  had  not.  He 
faid  to-day,  *^  Swift  is  clear,  but  he  is  fhallow. 
In  coarfe  humour,  he  is  inferiour  to  Axbuthnot  j 
in  delicate  humour,  he  is  inferiour  to  Addifon : 
Sd'he  i^  rnfcridur  to  his  .contemporaries  j  without 
putting 'him  againft  the  whole  world.  I  doubt 
if  the  "  Tale  of  a  Tub"  was  his ;  it  has  fo  much 
more  thinking,  more  knowledge,  more  power, 
irtore  -edlour,  than  any  of  the  workf  which  arc 
intSifjpilCahly  his.  If  it  was  his,  I  fhall  only 
fay>  He^  was  mparftbi.'* 

Vfi  gave  him  as  good  a  dinner  as  we  could. 
Our  Sfcots  muir-fowli  or  growfe,  were  then 
abundant,  and  quite  in  feafon;  and,  fo  far  as 
wifttoHi  and  wit  can  be  aided  by  adminiffieting 
agreeable  fcnfations' to  the  palate,  my  wife  took 
care  that  our  great  gueft  fliould  not  be  defi^ 
dent. 

Sir  Adolphus  Oughton,  then  our  Deputy 
Commander  in  Chief,  who  was  not  only  an  ex- 
cellent officer;  but  one  of  the  moft  univerfal 
■♦         .  • 
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fcholars  I  ever  knew,  had  learnt  the  Erfe  lan- 
guage, and  expreiTed  his  belief  in  the  authenti- 
city of  Offian's  Poetry.  Dr.  Johnfon  took  the 
oppofite  fide  of  that  perplexed  queftion ;  and  I 
was  afraid  the  difpute  would  have  run  high 
between  them*  But  Sir  Adolphus,  who  had  a 
charming  fweet  temper,  changed  the  difcourfe, 
grew  playful,  laughed  at  Lord  Monhoddo^s  no* 
tion  of  men  having  tails,  and  called  him  a 
Judge  ipofteriorip  whicli  amufed  Dr.  Johnfon  j 
^nd  thus  hbftilities  were  prevented. 

At  fupper  we  had  Dr.  CuUen,  his  fon  the  ad- 
vocate, Dr-  Adam  Ferguflbn,  Mr.  Crofbie,  ad- 
vocate* Witchcraft  was  introduced.  Crojbie 
faid,  he  thought  it  the  greateft  blafphemy  to 
fuppofe  /evil  fpirits  co*intera6ting  the  Deity, 
and  railing  ftorms,  for  inftanrce^  to  deftroy  his 
creatures. — Johnfatu  *'  Why,  Sir,  if  moral  evil 
be  confiftcnt  with  the  government  of  the  Deity> 
why  may  pot  phyfical  evil  be  alfo  confiftenc 
with  it  ?  It  is  not  more  ftrange  that  there  ihould 
Jbc  evil  fpirits,  than  evil  men;  evil  unembodied 
fpirits,  than  evil  embodied  fpirits.  And  as  to 
ftorms,  we  know  there  are  fuch  things  ;  and  it 
IS  no  worfe  that  evil  fpirits  raife  them,  thaa 
that  they  rife.** — Crojbie.  ^  But  it  is  not  cre- 
dible, that  fuch  (lories  as  we  are  told  of  witches 
have  happened.'* — Johnfon.  "  Sir,  I  am  not  de- 
fending their  credibility.  I  am  only  faying* 
fhat  your  arguments  are  not  goocj,  and  will  not 

P  ^  overturn 
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overturn  the  belief  of  witchcraft. — (Dr.  Fee- 
guflbn  faid  to  me,  afide,  "  He  is  right/*) — 
And  then.  Sir,  you  have  all  mankind,  rude  and 
civilifed,  agreeing  in  the  belief  of  the  agency 
of  preternatural  powers.    You  muft  take  evi- 
dence :  you  muft  confider,  that  wife  and  great 
men    have    condemned   witches    to    die."-^ 
Crojbie.  f'  But  an  ^ft  of  parlian^ent  put  an  en4 
*  to  witchcraft." — Jobnfon.  "  No,  Sir !   witch- 
craft had  ceafed  s  and  therefore  an  adt  of  par- 
liament was  pafled  to  prevent  perfecution  for 
vhat  was  not  witchcraft.     Why  it  ceafed,  wc 
cannot  tell,  as  we  cannot  tell  the  rqafpn  of  many 
other  things." — Dr.  Culleny  to  k?ep  Pp  the  gra- 
tification of  myfteripus  dilquifitipn,  wifh  the 
grave  addrefs  for  which  he  is  remarkable  in  his 
companionable   as    in   his  .profelTional  hours, 
talked,  in  a  v^  entertaining  manner,  of  people 
walking  ^nd  converfing  in  their  fleep,     {  ztc\ 
very  forry  I  have  no  note  of  this. '    We  talkecj 
of  the  Quran-Outangy  and  of  Lord  Monboddo's 
thinking  that  he  might  be  taught  to  fpeak. 
Pr.  Jphnfon.  treated  this  with  ridicule.     Mn 
Crojbie  faid,  that  Lord  Monboddo  believed  the 
exiftence  of  every  thing  poifible  j   in  (hort, 
that  all  which  is  in  poffi  might  be  found  in  ejfe^ 
^■^Johnfon.  '*  But,  Sir,  it  is  as  poflible  that  the 
puran-Outang  does  not  fpeak,  as  that  he  (peaks. 
However,   I   fhall  not  conteft  the  point,     I 
|hovld  have  thought  it  not  poflible  to  find  a 

Monboddoj 
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Mpnboddp;  yet  be  exifts.'*— I 
the  ftagc.  —  John/on^  "  The  appearance  of  a 
Player,  with  whom  I  have  drank  tea,  counter- 
a&s  the  imagination  that  he  is  the  charafler  he 
reprefcnts.  Nay,  you  know  nobody  imagines 
that  he  is  the  character  he  reprefcnts.  They 
fay,  *  See  Garrick !  how  he  looks  to-night ! 
*  See  how  he'll  clutch  the  dagger  !  *  That  is 
die  buz  of  the  theatre." 

•  m 

Sir  William  Forbes  came  to  breakfaft,  and 
brought  with  him  Dr.  Blacklock,  whom  he  in* 
croduced  to  Dr.  Johnfon,    who  received  him 
widi  a  moft  humane  complacency,  ^'  Dear  Dr« 
Blacklod^,  I  am  glad  to  fee  you  1 " — Blacklock 
feemed  to  be  m^ich  furprized,  when  Dr.  John- 
fon faid,  "  it  wa^  cafier  to  him  to  write  poetry 
than  to  compofe  his  pi  Aiofiary.    His  mind  was 
Jefs  on  the  ftretch  in  dping  the  one  than  the 
other.    Belides,    compofing  a  Dictionary  re- 
quires books  and  a  defk.     You  can  make  a 
poem  walking  in  the  fields,  or  lying  in  bed." — 
Dr.  Blacklock  fpoke  of  fcepticifm  i|i  morals  and 
religion,    with  apparent  uneaGnefs,  as  if  he 
wilhed  for  more  certainty.  Dr.  Johnjony  who  had 
thought  it  all  over,  apd  whofe  vigorous  under- 
Handing  was  fortified  by  much  experience,  thu^ 
^encouraged  the  blind  Bard  to  apply  to  higher 
Ipeculations,  what  We  all  willingly  fubmit  to  in 

commo^ 
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Common  life.  In  ffibft,  he  gave  him  more  far 
miliarly  the  able  and  fair  reafoning  of  Butler*^ 
Analogy :  *'  Why,  Sir,  the  greateft  concern  we 
have  in  this  world,  the  choice  of  our  profeffion^ 
muft  be  determined  without  demonftrativc 
reafoning.  Human  life  is  not  yet  fo  well 
known,  as  that  we  can  have  it.  And  take  the 
cafe  of  a  man  who  iB  ill,  I  call  two  phylicians  ; 
they  differ  in  opinion^  I  am  not  to  lye  down^ 
and  die  between  them :  I  muft  do  fomcthing/* 
—The  convcrfation  then  turned  onAtheifmj 
on  that  horrible  book  Syjieme  de  la  Nature  \  and 
on  the  fuppofition  of  an  eternal  neceflity,  with- 
out defign,  without  a  governing  mind. — John- 
Jon.  ^^  If  it  were  fo,  why  has  it  ceafed  ?  Why 
don't  we  fee  men  thus  produced  around  us  now? 
Why,  at  lead,  does  it  hot  keep  pace,  in  fonae 
xneafure,  with  the  progrefs  of  time  ?  If  it  (tops 
becaufe  there  is  now  no  need  of  it,  then  it  i^ 
plain  there  is,  and  ever  has  been^  an  all-power^ 
ful  intelligence.  Butftay!  (faid  he,  with  one  of 
his  fatyrick  laughs).  Ha !  ha !  ha !  I  fhall 
fuppofe  Scotchmen  made  neceflarily,  and  En-* 
glilhmen  by  choice.*' 

At  dinner  this  day,  we  had  Sir  Alexander 
Dick,  whofe  amiable  charafber,  and  ingenious 
and  cultivated  mind,  is  fo  generally  known 
(he  was  then  on  the  verge  of  feventy,  and  \% 
now  eighty-one,  with  his  faculties  entire,  his 
licartwarm,  and  his  temper  gay);  Sir  David 
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Palrymple    Lord  Hailesj     Mr,  MacUurin^ 
advocate ;  Dr,  Gregory,  who  now  worthily  filh 
his  father's  medical  chair  j  and  my  uncle.  Dr. 
Bofwell.     This  was  one  of  Dr.  Johnfon*^  befk 
days.     He  was  quite  in  his  element.     All  was 
literature  and  tafte>  without  any  iiiterruption, 
JLiOrd  HaileSy  who  is  one  of  the  beft  philologifta ' 
in  Great-Britain,  who  has  written  papers  in  the 
Warldy  and  a  rariety  of  other  works  in  profe 
and  in  verfe,  both  Latin  and  Englifh,  pleafe4 
him  highly.    He  told  him,  he  had  difcovere4 
the  Life  of  Cheyndy  in  the  Student^  to  be  his.— 
John/on.  ^'  No  one  elfe  knows  it.** — Dr,  Johnfon 
had,  before  this,  di<5fcated  to  me  a  law-paper, 
upon  a  queftion  purely  in  the  law  of  Scotland^ 
concerning  vicious  intromiffion ,  that  is  to  fty,  in- 
termeddling with  the  efFedts  of  adeceafed  pcrfon,* 
without  a  regular  title,  which  formerly  was 
underftood  to  fubjcft  the  intermeddlcr  in  pay- 
ment of  all  the  defunft's  debts.     The  principle 
has  of  late  been  relaxed.     Dr.  Johnfon's  argu^ 
ment  was,  for  a  renewal  of  its  ftriftnefs.     The 
paper  was  printed,  with  additions  by  me,  and 
given  into  the  Court  of  Seifion.     Lord  Hailes 
knew  Dr.  Johnfon's  part  not  to  be  mine,  and 
pointed  out  exa6tly  where  it  began,  and  where 
ic  ended.   Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  "  It  is  much^  noWj 
that  4iis  lordlhip  can  diftin^uLCh  fo," 

la 
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In  Dr.  Johiifon's  ♦*  Vanity  of  Human  Wifbts^'* 
^re  is  the  lbtt<ywing  pafTage : 

*'  The  teeming  mother,  anxious  for  hecracei 
«'  Begs,  for  each  birth,  the  fortune  of  a  face : 

Yet  Vime  could  tell,  what  ills  from  Beauty  fpring  ; 

AaASnB^  cufedthe  charms  which  pleafed  a  king.'* 


;  Lord  Hailes  told  him  he  was  miftakcn,  in 
the  inftances  he  had  given  of  unfortunate  fair 
ones  5  for  neither  Fane  nor  Sedley  had  a  title  to 
Aat  defcription.  His  lordihip  has  fince  been 
fb  obliging  as  to  fend  me  a  note  of  this,  for  the 
communication  of  which  I  am  fure  my  readers 
will  thank  me. 

•^  The  lines  in  the  tenth  Satire  of  Juvenal, 
f'  according  to  my  alteration^  fhould  have  run 
P  ?hus : 

«*  Yet  ^i&^e»  could  tell." 
«•  And  Faha-f  fcarfed,'^ 

•*  The  fifft'was  a  penitent  by  compulfipn,  the 
*'  fecond  by  fentiment  5  though  the  truth  is, 
**  Mademoifellcde  la  Valiere  threw  herfelf  (but 
f*  ftill  from  fentiment)  in  the  King's  way. 

*'  Our  friend  chofe  FmCj  who  was  far  from 
"  being  well-looked ;  and  Sedley,  who  was  fo 
**  ugly,  tharCharles  II.  faid  his  brother  had  her 
1*  by  way  of  penancct'* 

Mr, 

f  Miflrcfs  of  Ed^trd  IV.       f  Miftreft  of  Louis  XIV, 
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Mr;  Maclaurin*s  learning  and  talents  enabled 
him  to  do  his  part  very  well  in  Dr.  Johnfon's 
conipany.  He  produced  two  epitaphs  upon  his 
father,  the  celebrated  matheoratician.  One  in 
£ngH(li>  of  which  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not  change 
one  word.  In  the  other,  which  was  in  Latin^ 
he  made  feveral  alterations.  In  place  of  the 
very  words  of  Virgil^  *'  Ubi  lu3us  ct  pavor  it 
flurima  mortis  imago y*  he  wrote  **  Ubi  lu^us 
regnant  et  pavor.^*  He  introduced  the  word 
frorfus  into  the  line  **  Alortdibus  prorfus  nom 
abjit  jQlatium ;"  and  after  ^^  Hujus  enim  Jcripta 
eDoIvCy  he  added,  "  Mentemque  taniarum  rerum 
capacem  corpori  eaduco  fuperftitem  crede  ;'*  which 
is  quite  applicable  to  Dr.  Johnfon  himfeif. 

Mr.  Murray,  advocate,  who  married  a.  niece 
of  Lord  Mansfield's,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
Judges  of  Scotland,  by  the  title  of  Lor4  JSw- 
derlandy  fat  with  us  a  part  of  the  evening  9  but 
did  not  venture  to  fay  any  thing,  that  I  re- 
member, which  he  certainly  might  have  done^ 
had  not  an  over  anxiety  prevented  him. 

At  fupper  we  had  Dr.  Alexander  Webfter, 
who,  though  not  learned,  had  fuch  a  know- 
ledge of  mankind,  fuch  a  fund  of  information 
and  entertainment,  fo  clear  a  head  and  fuch  ac- 
commodating manners,  that  Dr.  Johnfon 
found  him  a  very  agreeable  companion. 

When  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  were  left  by  our- 
fclves,  I  read  to  him  my  notes  of  the  Opinions 
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of  our  Judges  upon  the  Qucftion  of  Literafy 
Property.  He  did  not  like  thems  and  faid, 
*'  they,  make  mc  think  of  your  Judges  not  with 
that  refpedt  which  I  fhould  wifli  to  do/'  To 
the  argument  of  one  of  them,  that  there  can  be 
no  property  in  blafphemy  or  nonfcnfe,  he  an- 
fwered,  "  then  your  rotten  fheep  are  mine !  — 
By  that  rule,  when  a  man's  houfe  falls  into  de- 
cay, he  muft  lofe  it." — I  mentioned  an  argu- 
ment of  mine,  that  literary  performances  are 
not  taxed.     As  Churchill  fays, 

w 

**  No  ftatefman  yet  has  thoaght  it  worth  his  pains 
**  To  tax  oar  labours 9  or  excife  our  brains.'* 

and  therefor^  they  are  not  property. — **  Yet, 
(faid  he)  we  hang  a  man  for  Healing  a  horfe, 
and,  horfes  are  not  taxed." — Mr,  Pitt  has  fincc 
put  an  end  to  that  argument. 

Wednejd^  \%th  Auguft. 

On  this  day  we  fet  out  from  Edinburgh. 
We  fhoxild  gladly  have  had  Mr.  Scott  to  go 
v/ithusi  but  he  was  obliged  to  return  to  En- 
gland.—I  have  given  a  fketdi  of  Dr.  Johnfori. 
My  readers  may  wifti  to  know  a  little  of  his 
fellow-traveller.  Think,  then,  of  a  gentleman 
of  ancient  blood,  the  pride  of  which  was  his 
predominant  paflion.  He  was  then  in  his 
thirty-third  year,  and  had  been  about  four 
years  happily  married.    His  inclination  was  to 

5  be 
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be  aSoldicr ;  but  his  father^  a  re{pe£table  Judge^ 
had  preiTed  him  into  the  profeflion  of  the  law* 
He  had  travelled  a  good  deal,  and  feen  many 
varieties  of  human  life.  He  had  thought  more 
than  any  body  fuppofed,  and  had  a  pretty  good 
ftock  of  general  learning  and  knowledge.  He 
had  all  Dr.  Johnfon's  principles,  with  fome  de-* 
gree  of  relaxation.  He  had  rather  too  little, 
than  too  much  prudence ;  SLnd,  his  i(naginatioi» 
being  lively,  he  often  f^d  things  of  which  the 
effca  was  very  different  from  the  intention. 
He  refembled  fometinies 


••  The  beft  good  man,  with  the  worft-natorM  mufc.** 

He  cannot  deny  himfelf  the  vanity  of  finilhing 
with  the  encomium  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  whofc 
friendly  partiality  to  the  companion  of  his  Tour,- 
reprefents  him  as  onci  '^  whcic  acutencfs  would 
help  my  inquiry,  and  whole  gaiety  of  conver- 
fation,  and  civility  of  manners,  are  fufficienc 
to  counteract  the  inconveniencies  of  travel,  in 
countries  lefs  hofpitable  than  we  have  paffed.*'* 
Dr.  Johnfon  thought  it  unneceflary  to  put 
himfelf  to  the  additional  expcncc  of  bringing 
with  him  Francis  Barter,  his  faithful  black  fer- 
vant ;  fo  we  were  attended  only  by  my  man, 
Jo/ipb  RitteTy  a  Bohemian;  a  fine  ftately  fellow 
above  fix  feet  high,  who  had  been  over  a  great 
part  of  Europe,  and  fpoke  many  languages.* 
He  was  .the  beft  fervant  I  ever  faw  in  my  life. 

Let 
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Let  not  my  rciaders  difdain  his  introdudion  t 
For  Dh  Johnfon  gave  him  this  charaftcr: 
•*  Sir,  he  is  a  civil  man,  and  a  wife  man,'* 

From  an  erroneous  apprehenfion  of  violenccy 
Dr.  Johnfon  had  provided  apair  of  piftols,  fome 
gunpowder,  and  a  quantity  of  bullets.  But 
upon  being  aiTured  we  fhould  run  no  rifk  of 
meeting  any  robbers,  he  left  his  arms  and 
ammunition  inan  opendrawer,  of  which  he  gave 
my  wife  the  charge.  He  alfo  left  in  that  drawer 
one  volunie  of  a  pretty  full  and  curious  Diary  of 
his  Life,  of  which  I  have  a  few  fragments ;  but 
the  book  has  been  deftroyed.  I  wilh  female 
curiofity  had  been  ftrong  enough  to  have  had  it 
all  tranfcribed,  which  might  eafily  have  been 
done  J  and  I  fhould  think  the  thcfft,  being  pra 
iono  publico y  might  have  been  forgiven.  But  I 
may  be  wrong*  My  wife  told  me  flic  never 
once  looked  into  ic — She  did  not  feem  quite 
cafy  when  we  left  her.    But  away  we  went ! 

Mr.  Nairne,  advocate,  was  t6  go  with  us  a& 
far  as  St.  Andrews.  It  gives  nie  pleafure  thatj 
by  mentioning  his  namcy  I  connect  his  title  to 
the  juft  and  handfome  compliment  paid  him  by 
Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  book  :  *^  A  gentleman  who 
could  (lay  with  us  only  long  enough  to  make 
us  know  how  much  we  loft  by  his  leaving  us." 
When  we  came  to  Leith,  I  talked  with  perhaps 
too  boafting  an  air,  how  pretty  the  Frhh  of 
Forth  looked  I  as  indeed^  aifter.  the  ]pro^e<3: 

from 


from  Conftantlnople^  of  which  I  have  been  told, 
and  that  from  Naples,  which  I  have  feen,  I  be- 
lieve the  view  of  that  Frith  and  its  environs, 
from  the  Caftle-hill  of  Edinburgh,  is  the  fineft 
prolpcft  in  Europe.  **  Aye  (faid  Mr.  Johnfon) 
that  is  the  ftate  of  the  world.  Water  is  the  fam^ 
every  where/* 

Una  efl  injufti  coenila  forma  maris.* 

I  told  him  the  port  here  was  the  mouth  of 
the  river  or  water  of  LeitL  *'  Not  Lethe,  "  faid 
Mr.  Nairne— *«  Why,  Sir  (faid  Dr.  Johnfon) 
when  a  Scotfman  ^^ets  out  from  this  port  for 
England,  he  forgets  his  native  country/'—* 
Naime.  "  I  hope.  Sir,  you  Ihall  forget  England 
here:*— John/on.  "  Then  'twill  be  ftill  more 
Lcfbe" — He  obferved  of  the  Pier  or  Quay» 
'<  you  have  no  occafion  for  fo  large  a  one : 
your  trade  does  not  require  it :  But  you  are 
like  a  fhopkeeper  who  takes  a  (hop,  not  only 
for  what  he  has  to  put  into  it,  but  that  it  may 
be  believed  he  has  a  great  deal  to  put  into 
it."  It  is  very  true,  that  there  is  now,  com- 
paratively, littlqrtrade  upon  theeaftern  coaftof 
Scotland.  The  riches  of  Glalgow  Ihcw  how 
much  there  is  in  the  weft  i  and  perhaps  we  (hall 
find  trade  travel  weftwards,  on  a  great  fcalCj  as 
well  as  a  fmalh 


We  talked  of  ^  man's  drowning  hiinrelf.«-i^ 
yobn/bn.  ^^  I  fliould  never  chink  it  time  to  make 
away  with  myfelf/' — I  put  the  cafe  of  Eu^act 
Budgely  who  was  accufed  of  forging  a  bill^  and 
funk  himfelf  in  the  Thames^  before  the  trial  of 
its  authenticity  came  on*  ^'  Suppofe>  Sir^ 
(faid  I)  that  a  man  is  abfolutely  fare,  that>  if 
he  lives  a  few  days  longer,  he  Ihall  be  dete£ted 
in  a  fraudj  the  confequence  of  which  will  be 
utter  difgrace  and  expulfion  from  (bciety  ?— -^ 
y^bnfon*  ^'  Then,  Sir,  let  him  go  abroad  to 
a  diftant  country ;  let  him  go  to  fome  place 
where  he  is  not  known*  Don't  let  him  go  to 
thcf  devil  where  he  //  known ! " 

He  then  faid,  <^  I  fee  a  number  of  people 
bare  footed  here.  I  fuppofe  you  all  went  fo 
before  the  Union.  •  Boiwell,  yo^nr  anceftors 
went  (b,  when  they  bad  as  much  land  as  youf 
family  has  now.  Yet  AicbhUeik  is  the  Field  of 
Slsmsn  There  would  be  bad  going  bare  footed 
there.  The  Lairds  however  did  it.**  I  bought 
ibme  J^ldhgSy  fifl^  (generally  whitings)  fidted 
and  dried  in  a  particular  manner,  being  dipped 
in  the  fea  md  dried  in  the  fun,  and  eat  by  the 
Scots  by  way  of  a  relifh.  He  had  never  fteti 
abem,  though  tbey  afe  fold  in  Londoiv. .  I  in^ 
ifted  on  fimifyin^  ^  his  palate  i  But  ht  waa 

very 

*  M7  friend.  General  CanpM},  Govemoor  of  Mtdnst 
jlelU  me,  that  they  make  J^^vigi  in  the  Xsa-Indiei,  particv* 
fturlf  at  BoBriny,  where  they  cad>  them  ^^mhdket^ 


Very  relaxant.  With  difficulty  I  pfeVailfcd'WitK 
%im  to  kt  a  bit  of  one  of  thoft^eidlngs  lye  in  his 
mouth,     tte  did  not  likie  it. 

In  croffihg  the  Frith,  Vt.  ^dhhfdn '  detcir- 
tinined  that  we  Ihould  land  updh  Incfe  Keith. 
On  approachihg  it,  wfc  firft  obfcrvfed  a  high 
irocky  fhore.  We  coafted  ^bout,  and  put  into 
a  little  bay  on  thfe  North- weft.  We  clambered 
up  a  very  fteep  afbent,  oil  ^hjch  was  very  gGk>d 
grafs,  tut  rather  a  profufion  of  thiftlcs.  There 
^ere  fixteen  heid  of  black  Cattk  grazing  upon 
the  ifland.  Lord  Hailes  obfervfed  to  riie,  that 
Braniome  calls  it  L'ijle  des  Che^dux,  ifid  that  it . 
ixras  probably  ^^  a/afir  ftable"  than  many  others 
in  his  time.  The  fort,  with  ah  Ihfbription  on 
It,  Maria  Re  1564,  is  ftrongly  built.  Dr» 
Johnfon  examined  it  with  much  attention.  He 
ftalked  like  a  giant  among  the  li|xuriant  thiftles 
and  nettles.  There  are  three  wells  in  the 
ifland ;  but  we  could  not  find  one  in  the  fort* 
There  muft  probably  have  becin  <riici  thoQgh 
now  filled  up,  as  a  gtlrrifoft  Coi^  nbt  fubfift 
without  it«  But  I  have  dwdt  too  long  on  thii 
little  fpot.  Dr.  Johnfon  afterwards  bid  mttrf 
to  write  a  defcription  of  our  difcovering  Inch 
Keith,  in  the  ufu^  flyle  of  travellers,  de«- 
Icribing  fully  every  particular ;  hbw  we  con« 
eluded  that  it  muft  have  6nce  been  inhabitedi 
9iid  introducing  many  f;^e  rfefle£kions  1  and  we 
ihould  fee  how  a  thing  might  be  covered  in 

Ea  words. 
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words,  ib  as  to  induce  people  to  come  and  fee 
It.  All  that  was  faid  might  be  true,  and  yet 
in  reality  there  might  be  nothing  to  fee.  He 
faid,  "  Fd  have  this  ifland.  .  Td  build  a  houfe, 
make  a  good  landing-place,  have  a  garden,  { 
and  vines,  and  alL  forts  of  trees.  A  rich  nun, 
of  a  hofpitable  turn,  here,  would  have  many 
vifitors  from  Edinburgh."  When  we  had  got 
into  our  boat  again^  he  called  to  me,  <^  Come, 
now,  pay  a  claflical  compliment  to  the  ifland 
on  quitting  it."  |  happened  luckily,  in  allu*  ^^ 
fion  to  the  beautiful  Queen  Mary,  whofe  name 
is  upon  the  fort,  to  think  of  what  Virgil  makes 
iEneas  fay,  on  leaving  the  country  of  his 
charming  Dido* 

Invittts  regtna  ttto  dt  llttore  cefli. 

«  Very  well  hit  off! "  faid  he. 

We  dined  at  Kinghorn,  and  then  got  into  a 
poft-chaife*  Mr.  Nairne  and  his  fervant,  and 
Jofeph>  rode  -by  us.  We  flopped  at  Cupar, 
and  drank  tea.  We  talked  of  parliament ;  and 
I  faid,  I  fuppofed  very  few  of  the  members 
knew  much  of  what  was  going  on,  as  indeed . 
very  few  gentlemen  know  much  of  their  own 
private  afiairs. — Jobn/on.  ^*  Why,  Sir,  if  a  man 
is  not  of  a  fluggiih  mind,  he  may  be  his  own 
fteward.  If  he  will  look  into  his  affairs,  he 
will  foon  learn.    So  it  is  as  to  publick  affairs. 

^    .      There 
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There  muft  always  be  a  certain  number  of  men 
of  buGnefs  in  parliament." — BofwelL  *'  But 
confider,  fir,  what  is  the  Houfe  of  Commons  ? 
Is  not  a  great  proportion  of  it  chofen  by  Peers  ? 
Do  you  thinkj  fir,  they  ought  to  have  fuch  an 
influence  ? " — Jobn/on.  "  Yes,  fir.  Influence 
muft  ever  be  in  proportion  to  property  5  and 
it  is  right  it  fhould.*'— -S^w^//.  "  But  is  there 
jiot  reafon  to  fear  that  the  common  people  may 
be  oppreflTed  ? " — Jobnfon.  "  No,  fir.  Our 
great  fear  is  from  want  of  power  in  government. 
Such  a  ftorm  of  vulgar  force  has  broke  in,*'— 
Bo/well.  "  It  has  only  roared." — Jobnfon.  "Sir^ 
it  has  roared,  till  the  Judges  in  Weftminftcr- 
Hall  have  been  afraid  to  pronounce  fentence  in 
oppofition  to  the  popular  cry.  You  are  fright- 
ened by  what  is  no  longer  dangerous,  like 
Pre/by terians  by  Popery." — He  then  repeated  a 
pafiage,  I  think,  in  Butler's  Remains^  which 
ends,  **  and  would  cry.  Fire!  Fire!  in 
Noah's  flood*." 

We 

•  The  pafTage  quoted  by  Dr.  Johnfon  is  in  the  QkaraSler  of 
the  AJtmbtj-man^  Butler's  Remains,  p.  %%%,  edit.  1754*'*^'  ^^ 
preaches,  indeed,  both  in  feafon  and  out  of  feafon  $  for  he 
rails  at  Popery,  when  the  land  is  almoft  loft  inPrefbytery ;  and 
would  cry  Fire  1  Fire !  in  Noah's  flood.'^ 

There  is  reafon  to  believe  that  this  piece  was  not  written  by 
fiotler,  but  by  Sir  John  Birkenhead  }  for  Wood«  in  his 
Athefut  OxMunffSf  Vol.  II.  p.  640,  enumerates  it  among  that 
gentleman's  works,  and  gives  the  following  account  of  it : 

"  The  AJembly-mau  (or  the  charaAer  ofan  Aflembly-man) 
written  1647,  Lond.  i<6i-3,  in  three  fheets  in  qu.  The  copy 
of  it  was  taken  from  the  author  by  thofe  who  faid  they  could 
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We  had  a  dreary  drive,  in  a  dufky  night,  to 
St.  Andrew's,  where  we  arrived  late.  Wc 
found  a  good  fupper  at  Glafs's  inn,  and  Dr» 
Johnfon  revived  agreeably.  He  faid,  the  col- 
leftion  called  "  The  Mufes*  Welcome  to  King 
Jaoies,"  (firft  of  England,  and  fixth  of  Scotland,) 
on  his  return  to  his  native  kingdom,  (hewed 
that  there  was  then  abundance  of  learning  in 
Scotland ;  and  that  the  conceits  in  that  collect 
tion,  with  which  people  find  fault,  were  mere 
mode.  He  faid,  we  could  not  now  entertain  a 
fo^jilQign  fo;  that  Buchanan  had  fpread  the 
fp^it'  of  learning  amongft  us,  but  we  had  loft 
icAf uring  the  civil  wars.  He  did  not  allow  the 
liatin  ppetry  of  Pitcairne  fo  much  merit,  a^ 
has  been  ufually  attributed  to  it;  though  he 
4^Wned  that  one  of  his  pieces  which  he  men- 
tioned,  but  which  I  am  forry  is  not  fpecifiecj 
in  my  notes,  was  "  very  well."  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  it  was  the  poem  which  Prior  ha^ 
fo  elegantly  tranflated. 

After  fupper,  we  made  a  procejion  to  Saint 
Letnard*s  College,  the  landlord  walking  before 

us 

not  robf  because  all  was  theirs ;  fo  excifed  what  they  liked  - 
not ;  and  fo  mangled  and  reformed  it,  that  it  was  no  chara^ler 
of^an  Aflembly^  but  of  themfelves.  At  length,  after  it  had 
flept  feveral  years,  the  author  publiAied  it,  to  a^oid  falfe  copiei. 
It  is  alfo  reprinted  in  a  book  entit.  H^it  and  Loyalty  re<tn^edf  in 
a  colie£tion  of  fome  fmart  fatyrs  in  verfe  and  profe  on  the  late 
tiroes.  Lond,  i63s,  qu.  faid  to  be  written  by  Abr.  Cowley» 
Sir  John  Birkenhead,  and  Hudibras,  alias  Sam.  Butler"— For 
this  information  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Reed>  of  Staple  Inn. 
I 
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m  with  a  candle,  and  the  waiter  with  a  lantern. 
That  college  had  fome  time  before  been  dif- 
folved  J  and  Dr.  Watfon,  a  profcflbr  here,  (the 
hiftorian  of  Philip  11.)  had  purchafcd  the 
grdund,  and  what  buildings  remained.  When 
we  entered  his  court,  it  feemed  quite  academi- 
cal i  and  we  found  in  his  houfe  very  comfort- 
able and  genteel  accommodation  *• 

Hburjdayy  igtb  Auguji. 
We  rofe  much  refreflied.  I  had  with  me  a 
map  of  Scotland,  a  Bible,  which  was  given  me 
by  Lord  Mountftuart  when  we  were  together 
in  Italy,  and  Ogden's  Sermons  on  Prayer* 
Mr.  Nairne  introduced  us  to  Dr.  Watfon, 
whom  we  found  a  well-informed  man,  of  very 
amiable  manners.  Dr.  Johnfon,  after  they 
were  acquainted,  faid,  ^  I  take  great  delight 
in  him.'' — His  daughter,  a  Very  pleafing  young 
lady,  made  breakfaft..  Dr.  Watfon  obferved, 
that  Glafgow  Univerfity  had  fewer  home  ftu- 
dents,  (ince  trade  increafed,  as  learning  was 
rather  incompatible  with  lUr^Johnfon.  "  Why, 
fir,  as  trade  is  now  carried!  on  by  fubordinate 
hands,  men  in  trade  have  as  much  leifure  a$ 
others  j  and  now  learning  itfelf  is  a  trade.  A 
man  goes  to  a  bookfeller,  and  gets  what  he 
can.  We  have  done  with  patronage.  In  the 
infancy  of  learning,  we  find  fome  great  man 
praifed  for  it.    This  diffufed  it  among  others. 

E4  When. 

*  My  Journal}  from  tfats  day  incluiivc,  wa«  read  by  Dr  JohnfoOf 
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When  it  becomes  general,  an  authour  leaves 
the  great,  and  applies  to  the  multitudc/'-*- 
BofwelL  ^^  It  is  a  fhame  that  authours  are  not 
now  better  patronized/' — Jobnjon.  "  No,  fir. 
If  learning  cannot  fupport  a  man,  if  he  mull: 
(it  with  his  hands  acrofs  till  fomebody  feeds 
him,  it  is  as  to  him  a  bad  thing,  and  it  is 
better  as  it  is.  With  patronage^  what  flattery  I 
what  falfehood  !  While  a  man  is  in  equilibrio, 
he  throws  truth  among  the  multitude,  and 
lets  them  take  it  as  they  pleafe  :  in  patronage, 
he  muft  fay  what  pleafes  his  patron,  and  it  is  an 
equal  chance  whether  that  be  truth  or  faUe- 
hoodiJ^—i^Watfon.  **  But  is  not  the  cafe  now, 
that,  inftead  of  flattering  one  perfon,  we  flatter 
the  age  ?  ''-^Jobnfon.  «  No,  fir.  The  world  al- 
ways lets  a  man  tell  what  he  thinks,  his  own 
way.  I  wonder  however,  that  fo  many  people 
have  written,  who  might  have  let  it  alone. 
That  people  flipuld  endeavour  to  excel  in  con- 
verfation,  I  do  not  wonder  %  becaufe  in  conver* 
fation  praife  is  inftantly  reverberated." 

We  talked  of  change  of  manners.  Dr.  John- 
fon  obferved,  that  our  drinking  lefs  than  our 
anceftors  was  owing  to  the  change  from  ale  to 
wine.  «  I  remember  (faid  he)  when  all  the 
decent  people  in  Lichfield  got  drunk  every  night, 
and  were  not  the  worfe  thought  of.  Ale  was  ^  . 
cheap,  fo  you  prefled  ftrongly.  When  a  man  B  \ 
ma;fl:  bring  a  bottle  of  wine,  he  is  not  in  fuch  ' 

3  haftc. 
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hafte.  Smoaking  has  gone  out.  To  be  fure. 
It  is  a  fhocking  thing,  blowing  fmoak  out  of 
our  mouths  into  other  peoples  mouths,  eyes, 
and  nofes^  and  having  the  fame  thing  d6ne  to 
us.  Yet  I  cannot  account  why  a:  thing  which' 
requires  fo'  little  exertion,  and  yet  prcferves  the 
mind  fronri  total  vacuity,  (hould  have  gone  out. 
Every  man  hzs  fomethirig  by  which  he  calms 
himfelf:  beating  with  his  feet,  or  fo*.  I  re- 
mehiber  when  people  in  England  changed  X 
fiiirt  only  once  a  week  :  a  Pandour,  when  he 
gets  a  ffiirt,  greafes  it  to  make  it  laft.  For- 
merly, good  tradcfmen  had  no  fire  but  in  the 
kitchen ;'  never  in  the  parlour,  except  on  Sun- 
day. My  father,  who  '  "Was  a  magiftrate  of 
tichfteld^  lived  thus.  They  never  began  to 
have  a  fire  ih- the  parlour,  but  on  leaving  ofF 
bufinefs,  or  fomegreatrevolution  of  their  life.'** 
•^Dr.  IVatfon  ■  faid,  the  hall  was  as  a  kitchen, 
in  old  fquires  houfes. —  yobnfon.^No,  Sir. 
The  hajl  was  for  great  occafions,  and  never  was 
ufed  for  domcftick  refeftion." — ^We  talked  of 
the  Union,  and  what  money  it  had  brought 
i'lito  Scotland.  '  Dr.  Watfon  obferved,  that  a 
Kttlc'mohey  formerly  went  as  far  as  a  great 
deal  nov7.-- jobn/on.  "  In  fpeculation,  it  feems 
that  a  fmallcr  quantity  of  money;  equal  in  value 
to  a  larger  quantity,  if  equally  divided,  ihould* 
produce  the  fame  efFcft,    But  it  •' ?s- hot  fo  in 

reality. 

*  i^r.  Johnfon  uftJ  to  praAIce  this  hlmfeir  very  much. 


reality^  Many^  more  i:onv^iences'  wd  elcgtm-^ 
cies  are  ei^oyed  wheif  money  is  plenty,  than 
where  it  is  icarce.  Perhaps  a  great  familifU-itry 
ifrith  it^  whiqh  arifes  frott\  p^enty^  mak^s  m 
tpmis:  eaiUy  part  with  it/' 

After  what  Dr.  Johi)iQn  has  fGudr  of  St.  An-* 
drew'Sj  which  hejif^  }oqg  wifl^ied  to  fee,  as  opr 
ancient  liniverfityj  aqd  the  feat  of  our  Primata 
iti  the  d^ys  pf  epifcopa9y9  I  can  faf  little. 
Since  the  publication  of  Dr*  Johnfon's  book^  I^ 
$pd  that  he  has  been  .cenfured  for  not  feeing; 
btrt  the  ancient  chapel  of  St.  iRule,  a  curiQua 
piece  of  facrefl  architeftufe*     But  this  was 

neither  his  fault  nor  mine*.    We  were  both  o( 

*   »       •  •    .         •  »  ... 

j^%  abundsuitly  defirous  of  furveying  fuch  fort; 
pf  antiquities  s  J^ut  neither  of  us  knew  of  tfais^' 
I  am  afraid  the  cepfure  mujt  fall  on  thofe  wha 
did  not  teU  v$  of  it.  In  every  place^  where 
there  is  ^i^  thing  worthy  ;of  obfcryation,  there, 
ihould  be  a.  ihort  printed  direAory  for  ftranger$> 
fuch  as  we  find  in  all  the  towns  of  Italy>  and  ii) 
^me  of  the  towns  in  England.  I  was  told 
that  there  is  a  manufcript  aopoune  of  St.  An* 
4re]97'S|  by  Martin,  fecr^tary  to  Archbilhop* 
^arp  i '  afid  that  one  Doviglas  has  publiihed  a 
ipiall  account  of  it.  1  inquired  at  a  bookfel* 
ler's,  hut  could  not  gpt  it.  Dr.  Johnfbn's  ve*. 
q^aticm,  for  .the  Hierarchy  is  well  known* 
There  is  no  wpnder  th^en,  that  he  was  affefted 
ifith  a  (trong  indignation^  while  he  beheld  the 

ruins 
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|i)i(^.  of  t^Jigiows  migoificence.  .  I  iMppeiml 
(9  ^  whcr<:  John  Kn^  i^fafs  Buried,  pr.  JohiiT 
^  byi^ft  ou^i  <'  I  hope  m  the  high^way.  I 
]^f^4  been  looking  9<(  hi$  r^mngtion^,  • ' 

It  was  ^  vciy  fine  day.  P?,  Jol|nfon  fe^mied 
guitc  wrapt  up  ip  tlji^  wiuefijiptatwa  of  the 
fcenes  which  were  now  prefentexli  tso  hxm-  Ha 
kept  his  hat  o^"  while  he  ^as  upon  any  part  of 
the  ground  where  the'Catiiedfat'had  ftbod.  He 
(ai4;WcUj  that  fSl^noxiiAd  fee  onaumb^  wicfaout 
l;nowing  wher?  M  w«Ai4d  entts  .aiid;tfaHt  difi^ 
ii)g>  from  a  xt{2i{\  ifi  ^^&xiw  was  no  rcafoii.  why 
yp&i  fl^puld.puU  hi^  h^ufe  about  bis  ears/'.  As 
^e  vfdX^d  7n  the  ;cl<H(tcrs>  thene  vwaa  a  fcdeouf 
cchoj  while  he  ^talfced'Ipiid  ^.  a:  pooper  retired 
^^pt.ffpps.l^  WQiiki.,  Mr«  iV^tme faid,  he  kod 
f  q  i^acUnation  tio  <yctKr&  I  cadled  Dr.  Johnfon't 
(Cte^ion.  tyy.lhis^  that  I  might  hear  his  optnioil 
if  it  was  right. — Jobnfon.  ^  Yes,  wfcen  he  hat 
dprie  his  4uiy  vol  foaety.  la  general^  as  every 
a>4n  is  obliged  not  only  to  y^  love  God,  but  hia 
Of^ighbour  as  himfelf,''  he  muft  bear  his  part  in 
aflive  l)fes  yet  thiere  are  exceptions.  Thofil 
yrha  ar^  exceedingly  fcrupulous  (which  I  dd 
not  approve,  for  I  am  no  friend  to  fcrupl^)  an<i 
find  their  fcrvpulofity  invincible,  ib  that  they 
are  quite  in  the  dark,  and  know  not  what  they 
^all  do^— or  thofe  who  cannot,  refill  tempta^ 
tions,  and  f|nd-  th^  make  themfelvea  worfe  by 
being  in  the  world,  without  making  it  better; 

may 
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wiay  tttitCs  I  never  read  of  a  hermit,  but  iii 
imagination  I  kifs  his  feet ;  never  of  a  nK>naf- 
tery,  but  1  could  fall  on  my  knees,  and  kifs  the 
pavcmeiic.  But  I  think  putting  young  people 
there,  -who-  know  nothing  of  life,  nothing  of 
retirement,  is  dangerous  and  tvicked.     It  is  z 

iaying  as  old  as  HeGdd, 

•. .  - .  '  *  ■ 

That  is  a  very  noble  lin% :  -  nor  that  young  men 
ihdiild  nobpray,  x>r  old  men  not  g^ve  counfel, 
but/ that  ^ery  feafon  of  life  has  its  proper  du*« 
tifes/  I  have  i:h«)ught  of  retiring,  and  have 
talked  of  ir  to  a  friend;  but  I  find  my  vocation 
is  rather  to  adive  lifc^*>  I  faid  fomd  yoiing 
Inonks  might  be  allowed,  to  (hew  that  it  is  not 
age  alone  that  can  retbe  to  pious  folitude; 
but  he  thought  this  would  only  fhew  they  could 
not  refifl:  temptation. 

,  He  wanted  to  mount  the  fteeples,  but  it 
could  not  be  done.  There  are  no  good  in- 
fcriptions  here.  Bad  Ronnan  charaders  he  na-- 
turalLy  miftook  for  half  Gothick,  half  Roman. 
One  of  the  fteeples,  which  he  was  told  was  in 
danger,  he  wiihcd  not  to  be  taken  down  i  <'  for, 
iaid  he,  it  may  fall  on  fome  of  the  potter ity  of 
John  Knox s  and  no  great  matter!-*  Dinner 
was  mentioned. — Jidmforu  "Aye,  aye;  amidfl: 
all  thefe  forrowful  fcenes,  I  have  no  objeftion 
to  dinner*'^  . .  .  ■  j- 

•  '  We 
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We  went  and  looked  at  ^c  cattle,  where 
Cardinal  Beaton  was  niurdered,  and  then  vi« 
£ted  Principal  Murifon  at  his  college,  where 
is  a  good  library-rooms  but  the  Principal 
was  abundantly  vain  of  it,  for  he  ferioufly  faid 
to  Dr.  Johnfon,  "  you  have  not  fuch  a  one  in 
England." 

The  profeflbrs-  entertained  us  with  a  very 
good  dinner.  Prefent:  Murifon,  ShaWj 
Cooke,  Hill,  Haddo,  Watfon,  Flint, 
Brown.  I  obferved,  that  I  wondered  to  fee  him 
eat  fo  well,  after  viewing  io  many  forrowful 
fcenes  of  ruined  religious  magnificence.  **  Why, 
faid  he,  I  am  not  fo/'ry,  after  feeing  thefe  gen- 
tlemen i  for  they  are  not  lorry.'* — Murifon  faid, 
all  fbrrow  was  bad,  as  it  wa&  murmuring  againfl: 
the  difpenfations  of  Providence. — Jobn/on^ 
«^  Sir,  forrow  is  inherent  in  humanity.  As  you 
cannot  judge  two  and  two  to  be  either  five,  or 
three,  but  certainly  four,  fo,  when  comparing 
a  worfe  prefent  itate  with  a  better  which  is 
paft,  you  cannot  but  feel  forrow.  It  is 
not  cured  by  reafon,  but  by  the  incuriion 
of  prefent  obje£ks,  which  wear  out  the 
paft.  You  need  not  murmur,  though  you 
are  forry."— A&rj/b/r.  "  But  St.  Paul  fays,  *  I 

*  have  learnt,  in  whatever  ftate  I  am,  therewith 

*  to  be  content." — Jobnfo?i.  "  Sir,  that  relates 
to  riches  and  poverty  ;  for  we  fee  St.  Paul,  when 
be  bad  a  thorn  in  the  fleih,  prayed  earnettly  to 

have 


fcatc  it  rcmbvcd;  and  then  ke  could  not  be 
content.'*— Murifon,  thus  refuted,  tried  to  be 
finart,  and  drank  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  *'  Long  may 
jtou  le6bjrc ! '  —  Dr.  Johilfoh  afterwards,  fpeak- 
Ihg  df  his  not  drinking  wine,  faid,  '^  The  Dac^ 
ter  IpOke  of  leSiuring  (looking  t6  him).  1  givd 
all  thefe  lectures  on  water.*' 

He  defended  requiring  Ibbfcription  in  thofe 
tdmitted  to  univerflti^s,  thus:  "As  all  whcl 
ebmc  into  the  countfy  muft  obey  the  king,  fo 
4ill  who  come  into  ah  univ^rfity  muft  be  of  the 
thurch.** 

And  here  I  muft  do  tJr.  johnfon  the  jufticcf 
to  coritradift  a  very  abfUrd  and  ill-natured  ftory, 
is  to  what  paflcd  at  St.  Andrew^s.  It  has  been 
Circuiited,  that,  after  gHct  ^as  ^aid  iii  En-^ 
glifli,  in  the  ufual  nrtannef,  he  with  the  greatcft 
rnarks  ot  contempt,  as  if  he  had  held  it  to  be 
lio  grace  in  an  univcrfity,  would  not  fit  down 
till  he  had  faid  grac6  albild  in  Latin.  I'his 
ilfoiild  have  been  an  irifult  indeed  to  the  gen- 
flenicn  who  were  entertaining  uS.  But  the 
truth  wai  precifely  thus.  In  the  courfe  of  cdh- 
tcrfation  at  dinner.  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  very  good 
liumour,  faid,  ^'  t  Ihould  have  expefted  ta 
^  have  heafd  ^  Latin  grace,  among  fo  many 
^*  learned  men :  we  had  al^^ay8  a  Latin  grace 
-^  at  Oiford.  I  belifete  I  can  repeat  it.**  "V^hich 
jit  did,  as  giving  the  learhcd  men  in  on6  placd 
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t  fpecimen  of  what  was  done  by  the  learned  mdi 
ifl  another  place. 

We  went  and  faw  the  church,   in  which  h 
Archbiihop  %arp'$  monument.    I  was  ftruck 
with  the  fame  kind  of  feelings  with  which  thb 
churches  of  Italy  imprefled  me.    I  was  pleafed^ 
curioufly  pleafed^  to  (ee  Dr.  Johnfon  aftualiy 
in  St.  Andrew's^  of  which  we  had  talked  fo  lon^. 
Profeflbr  Haddo  was  with  us  this  afternooriy 
along  with  Tit.  Watfon.  We  looked  at  St.  Sal- 
vador's College.  The  rooms  for  ftudents  feemed 
very  commodious,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  faid^  the 
chapel  was  the  neateft  place  of  Worihip  he  had 
feen.     The  key  of  the  library  could  not  be 
found }  for  it  feems  Profeflbr  Hill,  who  was  out 
of  town)  had  taken  it  with  him.    Dr.  Johnfon 
told  ajoke  he  had  heard  of  a  monaftery  abroad» 
where  the  key  of  the  Xibtzxy  could  never  be 
found. 

It  was  fomcwhat?  dilpiriting,  to  fee  this  ait-  ^ 
cient  archiepifcopal  city  now  fiidly  defcrtfcd. 
We  faw  ill  ofte  of  its  ftrcets  a  remarkable  proof 
of  liberal  toleration  i  a  rfonjuring  clergyman, 
with  a  joUy  countenance  and  a  round  belly,  like 
^WeB-fed  monk,  ftrutting  about  in  his  canoni- 

Wc  obferved  two  occupations  united  in  the 
fame  peribn,  who  had  hung  out  two  fign-pofts. 
Upon  one  was  '^  James  Hood,  White  Iron 
Smith"  («.  ^.    Tin-plate   Worker).     Upon 
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another  '^  The  Art  of  Fcncfng  taught^  by 
James  Hood.** — Upon  this  laft  were  painted 
fome  trees,  and  twp  men  fencing,  oneofwbDm 
had  hit  the  other  in  the  eye,  to  fhew  his  great 
dexterity ;  fo  that  the  art  was  well  taught.-rp 
ydftfon.  "  Were  I  ftudying  here,  I  fhould  go 
and  take  a  lefibn.  I  remember  Hope,  in  his 
book  on  this  art,  fays,  *  the  Scotch  are  very 
jgood  fencers.** 

We  returned  to  the  inn,  where  we  had  beeij 
entertained  at  dinner,  and  drank  tea  in  company 
with  fome  of  the  Profeflbrs,  of  whofe  civilities 
I  beg  leave  to  add  my  humble  and  very  grateful 
acknowledgement  to  the  honourable  tcftiniony 
of  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his  "  Journey.** 

We  talked  of  compofition,  which  was  a  fa- 
vourite topick  of  Dr.Watfon*s,  who  firft  diftm- 
gui(hcd  himfelf  by  leftures  on  rhctorick.-— 
Johnfon.  "  I  advifed  Chambers,  and  would  ad- 
vifc  every  young  man  beginning  to  compofe,  to 
do  it  as  faft  as  he  can,  to  get  a  habit  of  having 
his  mind  to  ftart  promptly  j  it  is  fo  much  more 
difficult  to  improve  in  fpeed  than  in  accuracy." 
f^WatJon.  "  I  own  I  am  for  m]uch  attention  to 
accuracy  in  compofing,  left  one  fhould  get  bad 
habits  of  doing  it  in  a  flovenly  manner/'—- 
Jtbnfon.  **  Why,  Sir,  you  are  confounding  do- 
ing  inaccurately  with  the  necejjity  of  doing  inac^ 
curately^  A  man  knows  when  his  compofition 
is  inaccurate,  and  when  he  thinks  fit  he'll  cor* 
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reft  it.  But,  it  a  rflan  is  acCuflromed  to  Com- 
poft  flowly,  and  with  difficulty^  upon  all  occa- 
fions>  there  is  danger  that  he  may  not  conlpofii 
at  all,  as  We  do  not  like  to  do  that  which  is  Hot 
done  eafily ;  and,  at  any  rite,  more  time  ii 
coniumed  iri  a  fmall  matter  than  ought  to  be/* 
--H^atfon  faid,  "  Dr.  Hugh  Blair  took  a  week 
to  compofe  a  fermon/' — Jobnfon^  '*  Then,  Sir> 
that  is  for  Wartt  of  the  habit  of  composing 
quickly,  Whidh  I  am  infifting  one  fhould  ac- 
quire/'— IVatfon  faid,  **  Blair  was  not  com* 
pofing  all  the  week,  but  only  fuch  hours  as  hd 
found  himfelf  difpofed  for  compofition/'*^ 
John/on.  **  Nay,  Sir,  unlefe  you  tell  me  the  time 
he  took,  you  tell  me  nothing.  If  I  fay  I  took 
a  week  to  walk  a  mile,  and  have  had  the  gout 
five  days,  and  been  ill  otherwife  another  day,  I 
have  taken  but  one  day.  I  myfelf  have  com*- 
pofed  about  forty  fermons,  I  have  begun  a 
fcrmon  after  dinner,  and  fenf  it  off  by  the  poft 
that  night.  I  wrote  forty-eight  of  the  printed 
oftavo  pages  of  the  Life  of  Savage  at  a  fitting ; 
but  then  I  fat  up  all  night.  I  have  alfo  writ- 
ten fuc  Iheets  in  a  day  of  tranflation  from  the 
French.'*  —  Bofi»ell.  «  We  have  all  obferved 
how  one  man  dreffes  himfelf  flowly,  and  another 
tiA.'' ^Jcbnfon.  "Yes,  Sir;  it  is  wonderful 
kow  much  time  fdme  people  will  confume  in 
drbffing  \  taking  up  a  thing  and  looking  at  it, 
and  laying  it  down,  and  taking  it  up  again* 

F  Evcry^ 


[   66   ] 

Every  one  Ihould  get  the  habit  of  doing  ic 
quickly*  I  would  fay  to  a  young  divine,  •  Here 

*  is  your  text  -,  let  me  fee  how  foon  you  can 

•  make  a  fermon/  Then  Td  fay,  *  Let^me  fee 
'  how  much  better  you  can  make  it/  Thus  I 
fhould  fee  both  his  powers  and  his  judgement." 

We  all  went  to  Dr.  Watfon's  to  fupper. 
Mifs  Sharp,  great  grandchild  of  Arphbifliop 
Sharp,  was  there  i  as  was  Mr.  Graig,  the  inge- 
nious architedt  of  the  new  town  of  Edinburgh, 
and  nephew  of  Thomfon,  to  whom  Dr.  Johnfon 
has  fincc  done  £o  much  juftice,  in  his  "  Lives 

of  the  Poets." 

We  talked  of  nicmory,  and  its  various 
modt^.—yobn/on.  «  Memory  will  play  ftrange 
tricks,  One  fometimes  lofes  a  fingle  word.  I 
0nce  loOifugaces  in  the  Ode  Pojihume^  PqftbumeJ^ 
I  mentioned  to  him,  that  a  worthy  gentleman 
of  my  acquaintance  aftually  forgot  his  own 
name. — Jobnjon.  "  Sir,  that  was  a  morbid  ob- 
livion/* 

Frid(^j  0.0th  Augufii 

Dr.  Shawi  the  profeffor  of  divinity,  break* 
faftcd  with  us.  I  took  out  my  "  Ogdeh  on 
t^rayer,"  and  read  fome  bf  it  to  the  company^ 
Dr.  Johnfdn  praifed  him.  «  Aberqethy  (faid 
he)  allows  only  of  a  phyfical  effe6i  of  praycif 
upon  the  mind,  which  m^y  be  produced  many 
ways,  as  well  as  by  ptayer ;  for  inftance,  by 
meditation.    Ogdcn  gots.  farther*    111  truth, 
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we  have  the  confent  of  all  nations  for  the  elE-' 
cacy  of  prayer,  whether  offered  up  by  indivi- 
duals, or  by  alTemblies ;  and  Revelation  has 
told  us,  it  will  be  effcftual."— I  faid,  "  Leech- 
man  fcemed  to  incline  to  Abernethy's  doftrine/* 
'--JVatJm  obferved,  that  Leechman  meant  to 
Ihew,  that,  even  admitting  no  effedt  to  be  pro- 
duced by  prayer,  refpcfting  the  Deity,  it  was 
ufcful  to  our  own  minds.  He  had  given  only 
a  part  of  his  fyftem :  Dr.  Jobnfon  thought  he 
fhould  have  given  the  whole. 

Dr.  Johnfon  enforced  the  drift  obfervancc 
of  Sunday.  Said  he,  "  It  fhould  be  different 
from  another  day.  People  may  walk ;  but  not 
throw  Hones  at  birds.  There  may  be  relaxation, 
but  there  fhould  be  no  levity." 

We  went  and  faw  Colonel  Nairne's  garden 
and  grotto.  Here  was  a  fine  old  {)lane  tree. 
Unluckily  the  colonel  faid,  there  was  but  this 
and  another  large  tree  in  the  county.  This 
was  an  excellent  cue  for  Dr.  Johnfon,  who 
laughed  enormoufly,  calling  to  me  to  hear  this. 
He  had  expatiated  to  me  on  the  nakednefs  of 
that  part  of  Scotland  which  he  had  feen.  His 
Journey  has  been  violently  abufed,  for  what 
he  has  faid  upon  this  fubjeft.  But  let  it  be 
confidered,  that,  when  Dr.  Johnfon  talks  of 
trees,  he  means  trees  of  good  fize,  fuch  as  he 
was  accuftomed  to  fee  in  England ;  and  of 
thcfc  there  arc  certainly  very  few  upon  the, 
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eafiern  coafi  of  Scotland.  Befides,  he  faid,  that 
he  meant  to  give  only  a  map  of  the  road  j  and 
let  any  traveller  obferve  how  naany  trees,  which 
deferve  the  nanie>  he  can  fee  from  the  road 
from  Berwick  to  Aberdeen.  Had  Dr.  Johnfon 
faid  •'  there  are  no  trees  '*  upon  this  line,  he 
would  have  faid  what  is  colloquially  true ;  be- 
caufe,  by  no  trees,  in  common  fpecch,  we  mean 
few.  When  he  is  particular  in  counting,  he 
may  be  attacked.  I  know  not  how  Colonel 
Nairnc  came  to  fay  there  were  but  fwo  large 
trees  in  the  county  of  Fife.  I  did  not  perceive 
that  he  fmiled.  There  are  not  a  great  many, 
t6  be  fure  i  but  I  could  have  {he,wn  him  more 
than  two  at  Balmuto^  from  whence  my  anceftor 
came. 

In  the  grotto,  we  faw  a  wonderful  large 
lobfter  claw.  In  front  of  it  were  petrified 
ftocks  of  fir,  plane,  and  fome  other  tree.  Dr, 
Johnfon"  faid,  *«  Scotland  has  no  right  to  boaft 
of  this  grotto  j  it  is  owing  to  perfonal  merit. 
\  oever  denied  perfonal  merit  to  many  of  you." 
— -Profeflbr  Shaw  f^d  to  me,  as  we  walked, 
*'  This  is  a  wonderful  man :  he  is  mafter  of 
every  fubjeft  he  handles." — Dr.Watfon  allowed 
him  averyftrong  undcrftanding,  but  wondered 
at  his  total  inattention  to  eftablifhed  manners, 
as  he  came  from  London. 

I  have  not  prefervcd,  in  my  Journal,  any  of 
the  convcrfation   which    paffcd  between  Dr, 
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Johnfon  and  Profeflbr  Shaw ;  but  I  recoUcft 
Dr.  Johnfon  faid  to  me  afterwards,  "  I  took 
much  to  Shaw.'* 

We  left  St.  Andrew's  about  noon^  and  fjbmc 
miles  from  it  obfervin^,  at  Leucbars,  a  church 
.with  an  old  tower,  we  flopped  to  look  at  it. 
The  manfe,  as  the  parfonage-houfc  is  called  in 
Scotland,  was  clofe  by.  I  waited  on  the  mi- 
cufter,  mentioned  our  names,  jand  begged  he 
would  tell  us  what  he  knew  about  it.  He  was 
a  very  civil  old  man ;  but  could  only  inform 
us,  that  it  was  fuppofed  to  have  ftood  eight  hun- 
dred years.  He  told  us,  there  was  a  colony  of 
X)anes  in  his  pariih ;  that  they  had  landed  at  a 
remote  period  of  time,  and  ftill  remained  a  di* 
itin&,  people.  Dr.  Johnfon  ihrewdly  inquired 
if  they  had  brought  women  with  them.  We 
were  not  fatisfied,  as  to  this  colony. 

We  faw,  this  day,  Dundee  and  Aberbrothick, 
the  laft  of  which  Dr.  Johnfon  has  celebrated  ia 
his  "  Journey.*'  Upon  the  road  we  talked  of 
the  Roman  Catholick  faith.  He  mentioned 
{I  think)  Tillotfon's  argument  againft  tranfub- 
ftantiation :  "  That  we  are  as  fure  we  fee  bread 
and  wine  only,  as  that  we  read  in  the  Bible  the 
text  on  which  that  falfe  doArine  is  founded* 
We  have  only  the  evidence  of  our  fenfes  fot 
both."  "  If  (he  added)  God  had  never  fpoken 
figuratively,  we  might  hold  that  he  fpeaks  lite- 
fally^  when  he  fays,  '  This  is  my  body.**— 
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Bo/well.  "  Bat  what  do  you  fay.  Sir,  to  the  an- 
cient and  continued  tradition  of  the  church 
upon  this  point  ?" — Johnfon.  "  Tradition,  Sir, 
has  no  place,  where  the  Scriptures  are  plain ; 
and  tradition  cannot  perfuade  a  man  into  a  be- 
lief of  tranfubftantiation.  Able  men,  indeed, 
have/aid  they  believed  it." 

This  is  an  awful  fubje(3:.  I  did  not  then 
prefs  Dr.  Johnfon  upon  itj  nor  fhall  I  now 
enter  upon  a  difquifition  concerning  the  import 
of  thofc  words  uttered  by  our  Saviour,  which 
had  fuch  an  effeA  upon  many  of  his  difciples, 
that  they  "  went  back,  and  walked  no  more 
.  with  him."  The  Catechifm  and  folemn  office 
for  Communion,  in  the  Church  of  England, 
maintain  a  myfterious  belief  in  more  than  a 
mere  commemoration  of  the  death  of  Chrift, 
by  partaking  of  the  elements  of  bread  and 
wine. 

Dr.  Johpfon  put  me  in  mind,  that,  at  St.  An- 
drew's, I  had  defended  my  profeflipn  very  well, 
when  the  queftion  had  again  been  darted. 
Whether  a  Lawyer  might  honeftly  engage  with 
the  firft  fide  that  offers  him  a  fee  ?  *'  Sir  (faid 
I)  it.  was  with  your  arguments  againft  Sir  Wil- 
liam Forbes.  But  it  was  much  that  I  could 
wield  the  arms  of  Goliath." 

He  faid  our  judges  had  not  gone  deep  in . 
-literary  property.     I  mentioned   Lord  Mon-* 
botjdo's  opinion,  that  if  a  m^  cpu^d  get  a 
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worl^  by  heart,  he  might  print  it,  as  by  fuch 
an  aft  the  mind  is  exercifed. — John/on.  "  No, 
Sir ;  a  man's  repeating  it  no  more  makes  it  his 
property,  than  a  man  may  fell  a  cow  which  he 
drives  home." — I  faid,  printing  an  abridge* 
ment  of  a  work  was  allowed,  which  was  only 
cutting  the  horns  and  tail  off  the  cow. — John- 
Jon,  f^  No,  Sir;  'tis  making  the  cow  have  a 
calf.'' 

About  eleven  at  night  we  arrived  at  Mont- 

rofe.     We  found  but  a  forry  inn,  where  I  my- 

felf  ikw  another  waiter  put  a  lump  of  fugar  with 

his  fingers  into  Dr.  Johnfon's  Icoionade,  for 

which  he  called  him  "  Rafcal !  "  It  put  me  in 

great  glee  that  our  landlord  was  an  Engli/hm^ni 

I  rallied  the  Doftor  upon  this,  and  he  grew  quiet. 

Both  Sir  John  witwkins's  and  Dr.  Burney's 

Hiflx)ry  of  Mufick  had  then  been  advertifed. 

I  afked  if  this  was  not  unlucky  ?  Would  not 

they  hurt  one  another  ? — John/on.  "  No,   Sir. 

They  will  do  good  to  one  another.     Some  will 

buy  the  one,  fome  the  other,    and  compare 

them  ;  and  (b  a  talk  16  made  about  a  thing,  and 

the  books  are  fold." 

He  was  angry  at  me  for  propofing  to  carry 
lemons  with  us  to  Sky,  that  he  might  bie  fure 
to  have  his  lemonade.  "  Sir  (faid  he)  I  do  not 
wilh  to  be  thought  that  feeble  nun  who  cannot 
do  without  any  thing.  ^  Sir,  it  is  ytvy  bad 
manners  to  carry  prpvifions  to  any  man's  houfp^ 
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as  if  he  could  not  entertain  you.     To  an  infe^ 
riourj  it  is  oppreffive  i  to  a  luperiour,  it  is  in* 
iblent." 

Having  taken  the  liberty^  this  ev^ning^  to 
remark  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  he  very  often  fat 
quite  filent  for  a  long  time,  even  when  in  com* 
pany  with  only  a  fingle  friend,  which  I  myfelf 
had  fometimes  fadly  experienced,  he  fmiled  and 
faid,  **  It  is  true,  Sin  Tom  Tyers  (for  fo  hp 
familiarly  called  our  ingenious  friend,  who, 
fince  his  death,  has  paid  a  biographical  tribute 
to  his  memory)  Tom  Tyers  dcfcribcd  me  the 
beft.  He  once  faid  to  me,  *  Sir,  you  are  like 
^  a  ghoft.  You  never  ipeak  till  you  are  fpoken 
to.'* 

Saturday f  %\fi  ^^Hguft. 
Neither  the  Rev.  Mr.  Nilbfet,  the  eftabliflie^ 
minifter,  nor  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spooncr,  the  epif- 
copal  minifter,  were  in  town.  Before  breakfaft^^ 
we  went  and  faw  the  town-hall,  where  is  a  good 
4ancing-room,  ^nd  other  rooms  for  t^a-drinking, 
The  appearance  of  the  town  from  it  is  very 
well,  only  many  of  the  houfes  are  built  with 
their  ends  to  the  ftrcet,  which  looks  aukward, 
When  we  came  down  from  it,  I  met  Mr.  Gleg, 
the  merchant  here.  He  went  with  us  to  fee 
Ac  Englilh  chapel.  It  is  fituated  on  a  pretty 
dry  fpot,  and  there  is  a  fine  walk  to  it.  It  \\ 
really  an  elegant  building,  both  within  and 
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without.  The  organ  is  adorned  with  green  and 
gold.  Dr.  Johnfon  gave  a  (hilling  extraordi* 
nary  to  the  clerks  laying,  '<  He  belongs  to  an 
honeft  church."  I  put  him  in  mind^  that  epif* 
copals  were  but  diffmters  here  j  they  were  only 
tolerated.  "  Sir  (faid  he)  we  arc  here,  as  Chrif- 
tians  in"  Turkey."  Dr.  Johnfon  went  into  an 
apothecary's,  and  ordered  fome  medicine  for 
himfelf,  and  wrote  the  prefcription  in  teclxnicai 
characters.  The  boy  took  him  for  a  phyiician* 
I  doubted  much  which  road  to  take,  whether 
to  go  by  the  coalt,  or  by  Laurence  Kirk  and 
Monboddo.  I  knew  Lord  Monboddo  and  Dn 
Johnfon  did  not  love  each  other  \  yet  I  was 
unwilling  not  to  vifit  his  lordfhip ;  and  was 
alfo  curious  to  fee  them  together*.  I  men* 
tioned  it  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  faid,  **  He 
would  go  two  miles  out  of  his  way  to  fee  Lord 
Monboddo/'  I  therefore  fcnt  forward  Jofcph, 
with  the  following  note : 

^'  My  dear  Lordy  Montr  of e^  ai  Augufi. 

"THUS   far  I  am  come  with  Mr.  Samiul 

johnfon.    We  muft  be  at  Aberdeen  to-night. 

1  know  you  do  not  admire  him  fo  niuch  as  I 

do ;  but  I  cannot  be  in  this  country  without 

making 

♦  There  were  feveraW points  ef  fimilarity  between  them ; 
teaming,  clearn«rt  of  head,  preciiion  of  fpeecb,  and  a  love-of 
refcarcli  on  many  fubjeAs  which  people  in  general  do  not 
inveftigate.  fo9t€  paid  Lord  Monboddo  the  compliment  of 
faying,  that  he  was  *<  an  Elzevir  editioB  of  Johnfon.** 
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making  you  a  bow  at  your  old  place^  as  I  do 
not  know  if  I  may  again  have  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  Monboddo.  Befidcs,  Mr,  Johnfon 
fay  Si  he  would  go  two  miles  out  of  his  way  to 
lee  Lord  Monbqddo.  I  have  fent  forward  my 
fervant,  that  we  may  know  if  your  lordfhip  be 
at  home.     I  am  ever,  my  dear  lord, 

Moft  fincerely  your's." 

As  we  travelled  onwards  from  Montrofe,  we 
had  the  Grampion  hills  in  our  view,  and  feme 
good  land  around  us,  but  clear  of  trees  and 
hedges.  Dr.  Johnfon  has  faid  ludicroufly,  in 
his  "  Journey,"  that  the  hedges  were  ofjione ;  for, 
inftead  of  the  verdant  thorn  to  refrefh  the  eye, 
we  found  the  bare  wall  or  dike  interfering  the 
profpeft.  He  obfcrved,  that  it  was  wonderful 
to  fee  a  country  fo  divefted,  fo  denuded  of 
trees. 

*  We  Hopped  at  Laurence  Kirk,  where  our 
great  grammarian,  Ruddiman,  was  once 
fbhoolmailer.  We  refpeftfuUy  remembered 
that  excellent  man  and  eminent  fcholar,  by 
whofe  labours  a  knowledge  of  the  Latin  lan- 
guage will  be  preferved  in  Scotland,  if  it  Ihall 
be  preferved  at  all.  Lord  Gardenfton,  one  of 
our  judges,  collected  money  to  raife  a  monu- 
ment to  him  at  this  place,  which  I  hope  will 
be  well  executed.  I  know  my  father  gave  five 
guineas  towards  it.     Lord  Gardenfton  is  the 

proprietor  of  Laurence  Kirk^  and  has  encou- 
raged 
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raged  the  building  of  a  manufaAuring  village, 
of  which  he  is  exceedingly  fond>  and  has 
written  a  pamphlet  upon  it^  as  if  he  had 
founded  Thebes  -,  in  which,  however,  there  arc 
many  ufeful  precepts  ftrongly  exprefled.  The 
village  feemed  to  be  irregularly  built,  fome  of 
the  houfes  being  of  clay,  fome  of  brick,  and 
fome  of  brick  and  ftcfne.  Dr.  Johnfon  ob- 
ferved,  they  thatched  well  here, 

I  was  a  little  acquainted  with  Mr.  Forbes, 
the  minifter  of  the  parifh.  I  fent  to  in^arm 
him  that  a  gentleman  deflred  to  fee  him;  He 
returned  for  anfwcr,  **  that  he  would  z(o%  come 

« 

to  a  ftrangcr."  I  then  gave  my  name,  and  he 
came,  I  remonftrated  to  him  for  not  coming 
to  a  (Iranger ;  and,  by  prefenting  him  to  Dr. 
Johnfon,  proved  to  him  what  a  ftranger  might 
fometimes  be.  His  Bible  inculcates  ^'  be  not 
forgetful  to  entertain  ftrangers,"  and  mentions 
the  fame  motive.  He  defended  himfelf  by  fay- 
ing, "  He  had  once  come  to  a  ftranger  who 
fent  for  him  j  and  he  found  him  ^si'liftk-worfb 

Dr.  Johnfon  infifted  on  flopping  at  the  inn, 
as  I  told  him  that  Lord  Gardenfton  had  fur- 
nilhed  it  with  a  colleftion  of  books,  that  travel- 
lers might  have  entertainment  for  the  mind,  as 
well  as  the  body.  He  praifed  the  defign^  but 
wifhed  there  had  been  more  books,  and  thofe 
better  chofen, 

About 
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About  a  n\ile  from  Monboddo,  where  vou 
turn  off  the  road^  Jofeph  was  waiting  to  tell  us 
VK^  lord  jcxpcdted  us  to  diiiner.  We  drove  over 
a  wild  mocM'.  It  rained,  and  the  fcene  was 
ibmewhat  dreary.  Dr.  Johnfon  repeated,  with 
iblemn  emphafis,  Macbeth's  fpeech  on  meeting 
the  witches.  As  we  travelled  on,  he  told  me, 
**  Sir,  you  got  into  our  club  by  doing  what  a 
man  can  do.  Several  of  the  members  wiflied 
to  keep  you  dut.  Burke  tokl  mc,  he  doubted 
if  you  waa  fit  for,  it.  But  now  you  arc  in, 
none  of  them  are  forry.  Burke  fays,  that  you 
have  fo  much  good  humour  naturally,  it  is 
fcarce  a  virtue."  —  Bo/welL  "  They  were 
afraid  of  you.  Sir,  as  it  was  you  who  propofed 
Xtit'^^^Johnfm.  "  Sir,  they  knew,  that  if  they 
refufed  you,  they'd  probably  never  have  got 
in  another.  Td  have  kept  them  all  out, 
Beauclerk  was  very  earncft  for  you."— -B^/fe^//. 
^^  Beauc}erk  has  a  keennefs  of  mind  which  is 
very  uncommon." — Johnfon.  **  Yes,  Sir ;  and 
every  thing  comes  from  him  fo  eafily.  It  ap- 
pears to  me  that  I  labour,  when  I  fay  a  good 
thing." — BefwelL  "  You  are  loud.  Sir;  but  it 
is  not  an  effort  of  mind." 

Monboddo  is  a  wretched  place,  wild  and 
naked,  with  a  poor  old  houfe ;  though,  if  I  re- 
colleft  right,  there  ^re  two  turrets  which  mark 
an  old  baroii's  tefidence.  I-ord  Monboddo  re- 
ceived us  at  his  gate  moft  courteoufly ;  pointed 

tQ 
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to  the  Douglas  arms  upon  his  houfc^'  and  told 
us  that  his  great- grandmother  was  of  that  fa- 
mily. "  In  fuch  houfcs  (faid  he)  our  anceftors 
lived,  who  were  better  men  than  we." — "  No, 
no,  my  lord  (faid  Dr.  Johnfon).  We  arc  as 
ftrong  as  they,  and  a  great  deal  wifcr." — Thii 
was  an  affault  upon  one  of  Lord  Monboddo's 
capital  dogmas,  and  I  was  afraid  there  would 
have  been  a  violent  altercation  in  the  very  clofe, 
before  we  got  into  the  houfe.  But  his  lordihip 
is  diftioguifhed  not  only  for  "  ancient  mcta- 
phyficks,"  but  for  ancient  poUteJfe^  "  la  vieilk 
mur^'^  and  he  made  no  reply. 

His  lordfhip  was  dreft  in  a  rtiftick  fuit,  and 
wore  a  little  round  hat;  told  us,  we  now  faw 
him  as  Farmer  Bumetty  and  we  Ihould  have  his 
family  dinner,  a  farmer's  dinner.  He  faid, 
**  I  ihould  not  have  forgiven  Mr.  Bofwell,^  had 
he  not  brought  you  here.  Dr.  Johnfon/'  He 
produced  a  very  long  ftalk  of  corn,  as  a  fpeei- 
incn  of  his  crop,  and  faid  "  you  fee  here  the 
LetasfegeteSi*  and  obfcrved  that  Virgil  feemed  to 
be  as  enthufiaftick  a  farmer  as  he,  and  was 
certainly  k  practical  one. — John/on^  "  It  does 
not  always  follow,  my  lord,  that  a  man  who 
has  written  a  good  poem  on. an  art,  has  prac« 
tifed  it.  Philip  Miller  told  me,  that  in  Philips*! 
Cyder,  a  poem,  all  the  precepts  ^verejuft,  and 
indeed  better  than  in  books  written  for  the  pur- 
pofc  of  inftrufting  j  yet  Philips  had  never  made 
cyder.*'  I  ftarted 


I  ftartcd  the  fubjeftof  cmigrations.-~7^i&^t?». 
«*  To  a  man  of  mere  animal  life,  you  can  tirge 
no  argument  againft  going  to  America,  but 
that  it  will  be  fome  time  before  he  will  get  the 
earth  to  produce.  But  a  man  of  any  intellec- 
tual' enjoyment  will  not  eafily  go  and  immerfe 
himfelf  and  his  pofterity  for  ages  in  barbarifm." 

He  and  my  lord  fpoke  highly  of  Homer.— 
Jobnfon.  "  He  had  all  the  learning  of  his  age. 
The  ftiield  of  Achilles  fhews  a  nation  in  war>  a 
nation  in  peace  j  harveft  fport,  nay  ftealing*." 
—Monboddo.  "  Aye,  and  what  we  (looking  to 
me)  would  call  a  parliament-houfe  fcen^;  a 
caufe  pleaded." — Jobnjon.  "  That  is  part  of  the 
life  of  a  nation  in  peace.  And  there  are  in 
Homer  fuch  charafters  of  heroes,  and  combi- 
nations of  qualities  of  heroes,  that  the  united 
powers  of  mankind  ever  fince  have  not  pro- 
duced any  but  what  are  to  be  four\d  there." — 
M$nboddo.  "  Yet  no  charaftcr  is  defcribed.'* 

m^Jobnfon^ 

*  My  note  of  this  is  much  too  (hort.  Bri<uis  effk  lahoro  ob^ . 
Jcurus  fio.  Yet,  as  I  have  refolved  that  tbi  njery  Jouraal 
wtrikb  Dr.  Jobnfon  read  ihall  be  prefented  to  the  publick.  I 
will  not  expand  the  text  in  any  coniiderable  degree,  though  I 
may  occafionally  fupply  a  word  to  compleat  the  fenfe,  as  I  fill 
vp  the  blanks  of  abbreviation  in  the  writing  \  neither  of  which 
can  be  faid  to  change  the  genuine  Journal.  One  of  the  bcft 
criticks  of  our  age  conje£luret  that  the  imperfefl  paflage  above 
hat  probably  been  as  follows  i  '^  In  his  book  we  have  an  ac- 
curate difplay  of  'a  nation  in  war,  and  a  nation  in  peace ;  the 
peafant  is  delineated  as  accurately  as  the  grneral ;  nay,  even- 
harveft  fport,  and  the  modes  of  ancient  theft,  aix  defcribed.** 
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^^Jdbnjom  "  No ;  they  all  develope  themfclves. 
J^gamemnon  is  always  a  gentleman-like  cha- 
rafter;  he  has  always  BaciXixon  -ri.  That  the 
ancients  held  fo,  is  plain  from  this  j  that  Euri- 
pides, in  his  Hecuba,  makes  him  the  pcrfon  to 
interpofe  **" — Monboddo.  "  The  hiftory  of  man- 
ners is  the  moft  valuable.  I  never  fet  a  high 
Value  on  any  other  hi^ovy.— 'John/on.  *'  Nor  1 5 
and  therefore  I  efteem  biography,  as  giving  u^ 
what  comes  near  toourfelves,  what  we  can  turn  * 
to  ufe*" — Bqfwell.  But  in  the  courfe  of  general 
hiftory,  we  find  manners.  In  wars,  we  fee  the 
dilpofitions  of  people,  their  degrees  of  huma-  ' 
nity,  and  other  particulars.— 7^i&»/S?».  ''  Yes  ; 
but  then  you  muft  take  all  the  fafts  to  get  this  j 
and  it  is  but  a  little  you  get." — Monboddo. 
«*  And  it  is  that  little  which  makes  hiftory  va- 
luable."— Bravo  !  thought  I  j  they  agree  like 
two  brothers. — Monboddo.  "  I*  am  forry.  Dr. 
Johnfon,  you  was  not  longer  at  Edinburgh,  to 
rdteive  the  homage  of  our  men  of  learning." — 
Johnfon.  "  My  lord,  I  received  great  refpeft 
and  great  kindnefs." — BoJwelL  "  He  goes  back 

to 

.  *  Drl  Johnfon  modeftly  faid^  he  had  not  read  Homer  fo 
^iDuch  as  he  wiftied  he  had  done.  But  this  converfation  fliews 
how  well  he  was  acquainted  with  the  Moeonian  hard  ;  and  he 
has  (hewn  it  ftill  more  in  his  criticifm  upon  Pope*s  Horner^  in 
'his  Life  of  that  Poet.  My  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Langton> 
.told  me  he  was  once  prefent  at  a  difpute  between  Dr.  Johnfon 
and  Mr.  Burke,  on  the  comparative  merits  of  Homer  and 
Virgil,  which  was  carried  on  with  extraordinary  abilities  on 
«l|0th  fides.    Or.  Johnfon  maintained  the  fuperiority  of  Homer. 
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to  Edinburgh  after  our  tour." — We  talked  of 
the  decreafe  of  learning  in  Scotland,  and  of  the 
*'  Mufcs  Welcome." — Jobnfon.  "  Learning  it 
much  decreafed  in  England,   in  my  remem- 
brance."— Monhoddo.  **  You,  Sir,  have  lived  to 
fee  its  decreafe  in  England,  I  its  extinction  in 
Scotland."    However,  I  brought  him  to  con-^ 
fefs  that  the  High  School  of  Edinburgh  did 
Well. — Jobnfon.   "  Learning  has  decres^d   in 
England,  bccaufe  learning  will  not  do  io  much 
for  a  man  as  formerly.  There  are  other  ways  of 
getting   preferment.     Few  bilhops    are  now 
made  for  their  learning.     To  be  a  bifliop,  a 
man  muft  be  learned  in  a  learned  age— faftious 
in  a  faftious  age;    but  always  of  eminence. 
Warburton  is  an  exception ;  though  hi6  learn* 
ing  alone  did  not  raife  him.     He  was  firft  art 
antagonift  to  Pope,   and   helped  Theobald  to 
publifli  his  Shakfpcare  i  but,  feeing  Pope  the 
rifihg  man — when  Croufaz  attacked  his  Effay 
on  Man,  for  fome  faults  which  it  has,  and  fome 
which  it  has  not,  Warburton  defended  it  in  the 
Review  of  that  time.    This  brought  liim  ac- 
quainted with  Pope,  and  he  gained  his  friend- 
ihip.     Pope  introduced  him  to  AUen-^-Allen 
married  him  to  his  niece  :  So,  by  Allen*s  inte* 
reft  and  his  own,  he  was  made  a  bilhop.     But 
cHen  his  learning  was  the  fine  qui  noni    He 
knew  how  to  make  the  moft  of  it ;  but  I  do  not 
j&nd  by  any  diihoneft  means."— 'M?«r^i^^.  '*  H€ 

I  it 


is  a  great  m^n.-^Jobjifon.  "  Yes ;  he  has  great 
knowledge— great  ppwcr  of  mind.  Hardly  any 
Uian  brings  greater  variety  of  learning  to  bear 
upo/i  his  point  "^McnioJdo.  "  He  is  one  of 
the  greateft  lights  of  your  church  "^Jobn/on^ 
"  Why  ?  we  afc  not  fo  fure  of  his  being  very 
friendly  to  us.  He  blazes,  if  you  will  -,  but 
that  is  not  always  the  fteadieft  light.  Lowfb  is 
another  bifliop  who  has  rifen  by  his  learning." 

Dr.  Johnfon  examined  young  Arthur^  Lord 
Monboddo's  fon,  in  Latin.  He  anfwered  very 
well  i  upon  which  he  faid,  with  complacency, 
"  Get  you  gone !  When  King  James  comes 
backj  you  Ihall  be  in  the  Mufcs  Welcome  !  '* 
^-My  lord  and  Dr.  Johnfon'difputed  a  little, 
whether  the  Savage  or  the  London  Shojpkeeper 
had  the  bcft  exiftence ;  his  lordftiip,  as .  ufual, 
preferring  the  Savage.  My  lord,  was '  as  hof- 
pi table  as  I  could  have  wifhed,  and  I  faw  both 
Dr.  Johnfon  and  him  liking  each  other  better 
every  hour. 

Dr.  Johnfon  having  retired  for  a  fhort  time, 
my  lord  fpoke  of  his  converfation  as  I  could 
have  wifhed.  Dr.  Johnfon  had  faid,  '*  I  have 
done  greater  feats  with  my  knife  than  this  5  *• 
though  he  had  taken  a  very  hearty  dinner;*— 
My  lord,  who  zSt&&  or  believes  he  follows  an 
abftetj^ious  fyftem,  feemed  (truck  with  Dr. 
Johnfon's  manner  of  living.  I  had  a  particular 
fatisfadtion  in  being  undei;  the  xooi ^ Monboddo^ 
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my  lord  b^Ing  my  father's  old  friend^  and  having 
been  always  very  good  to  nw.    We  were  cor- 
dial together.     He  aiked  Dr.  Johnfon  and  me 
to  ftay  all  night.    When  I  faid  we  muft  be  at 
Aberdeen,  he  replied,  "  Well,  I  am  like  the  Ro- 
mans :  I  fhall  fay  to  you,  *  Happy  to  com^— 
*  happy  to  depart ! "  He  thanked  Dr.  Johnfon 
for  his  vifit. — John/on.  *^  I  little  thought,  when 
I  had  the  honour. to  meet  your  lordihip  in 
London,  that  I  Ihould  fee  you  at  Monboddo/' 
—After  dinner,  as  the  ladies  were  going  away. 
Dr.  Johnfon  would  ftand  up.     He  infifted  tKat 
politencfs  was  of  great  confequence  in  fociety. 
V  It  is  (faid  he)  fiditious  benevolence.     It 
fupplies  the  place  of  it  amongft  thofe  who  fee 
each  other  only  in  publick,  or  but  little.  Depend 
upon  it,  the  want  of  it  never  fails  to  produce 
fomething  difagreeable  to  one  or  other.  I  have 
always  applied  to  good  breeding,  what  Addifoa 
in  his  Cato  fays  of  Honour, 

**  Honour's  a  ikcred  tie ;  the  law  of  Kings  \ 

'«  The  aoble  mind's  difiiagiuihing  peifedion, 

**  That  aids  and  ftrengthens  Virtue  where  it  meets  her^ 

**  And  imitates  her  a&ions  where  ihe  is  not. 

When  he  took  up  his  large  oak  (tick,  he 
Aid,  '^  My  lord,  thafs  b^merick  -"  thus  plea- 
fantly  alluding  to  his  lord(hip's  favourite  writer. 
Cory,  my  lord's  black  (ervant,  was  fent  as  our 
;guide  (6  far.  This  was  aoQther  pouit  of  fimi^ 
I  larit^ 
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lafity  between  Jc^nfon  s(nd  Moahp4do»    I  ob* 
f<^rved  hpw  curioyf  it  was  (o  fee  an  Afr^an  in 
the  nqrth  of  3<^otIandj  ^ith  little  or  no  diffe* 
rence  of  manners  from  thofe  of  the  natives, 
l>r>  Ifthftfon  laughed  to  fee  Gory  and  Joftph 
riding  together  moft  CQrdi^Uy.     *«  Thofe  two 
^llov$»  (faid  he)  one  from  Africa^  the  other 
frpjn  Bohemia^  feem  quite  at  hon^e,"— Iff e  wM 
fpqch  pleafed  with  Lord  Mpnbod^o  tp-day^ 
He  fa^d>  he  would  have  pardoned  him.  for  ^  few 
]>arado:|e$9  when  he  found  he  had  fo  qiych  th^t 
was  good.    But  that,  frorp  his  appearance  in 
Londonj  he  thought  him  all  paradox,  which 
would  pot  do."  —He  obferv^j  th;^t  his  lordflMp 
had  talked  no  par^o^^s  (Q-d^y.   <^  Aod  as  to 
.the  favage  aji|d  the  ]!^ndon  Shopkeeper  (iaid 
<)ie)  I  don't  H^ow  but  I  mig^t  hare  taken  the 
jgxle  of  the  f«v4ge  equi^lyj  hjid  any  body  elft 
taken  the  lide  of  ^thc  Ihopkeep^/'^He  had 
&id  to  my  lord>  in  c^pofition  to  the  value  of 
fj^  favagp's  CQuragCj  that  it  was  owing  to  his 
limited  power  of  thinkings  and  repeated  Pope's 
Verfes,  in  which  /'  Macedoi^ia's  mad-ncum  *'  ii 
iofro^w^,  and  the  concbifion  is^ 

f  *  yet  Ae'pr  loo)^  fctff^i  £ir^lw?r  Avl  bU  no&.^^ 

ft 

I  objeAed  to  the  laft  phrafe^  as  being  low.-^ 

JifbnfiM.  "  Sir)  it  is  intenc^ed  to  be  low :  it  is 

IdCyr^  Tbe  expreffiQn  is  ^tbafoi,  to  dchap:  die 

^ci^aifter/'' 

.    Whoo  Gory  was  about ,  to  pact  ^omois^  Dr^ 

Johnfon  called  to  him,  "Mr.Goryi  give  me  leave 
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to  aflc  you  z  queftion !  *  are  you  baptifcd  ?  ** 
Gory  told  him  he  was— and  confirmed  by  the 
Bifhop  of  Durham*     He  then  gave  him  a  Ihil- 
ling. 

-  We  had  tedious  driving  this  afternoon  and 
were  a  good  deal  drowfy.  Laft  night  I  was 
$fraid  Dr.  Johnfbn  was  beginning  to  faint  in 
his  refolution  j  for  he  faid  *'  If  we  muft  ride 
much,  we  (hall  not  go;  and  there's  an  end 
on't." — ^To-day,  when  he  talked  of  Sky  with 
Ipirit,  I  faid,  "  Why,  Sir,  you  fcemed  to  mc 
to  defpond  yefterday:  You  are  a  delicate  Lon- 
doner— You  are  a  maccaroni !  You  can't  ride/' 
Johnjm.  "  Sir,  I  ftall  ride  better  than  you.  I 
•was  only  afraid  I  ihould  not  find  a  horfe  able 
to  carry  jric.** — I  hoped  then  there  would  be  no 
fear  of  getting  through  our  wild  Tour !  We 
came  to  Aberdeen  at  half  an  hour  pail  eleven. 
The  New  Inn,  we  were  told,  was  full.  This  waS 
comfortleft^  The  waiter,  however,  alked  if 
one  of  our  names  was  Bofwell,  and  brought 
mc  a  letter  left  at  the  inn.  It  was  from  Mr. 
^hralc,  enclofing  one  to  Dr.  Johnfon.  Find* 
ing  who  I  was,  we  were  told  they  would  con- 
trive to  lodge  us  by  putting  us  for  a  night  into 
•A  room  with  two  beds*  The  waiter  faid  to  mc 
in  the  broad  ftrong  Aberdeenlhire  dialed,  *^  I 
jthought  I  knew  you,  by  your  likenefs  to  your 
father." — My  father  puts  up  at  the  New  Inn, 
.when  Qn  his  circuit.    Little  was  faid  to*night. 
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I  was  to  fleep  in  a  litdc  prefs  bed  in  Dn  John- 
fons  room.  I  had  it  wheeled  out  into  the 
dining-room,  and  there  I  lay  very  well. 

Sunday y  ^id  Auguft. 

I  fent  4  meflage  to  Profcflbr  Thomas  Gojr- 
tlon,  who  came  and  breakfafted  with  us*  He 
had  Decured  feats  for  us  at  the  EngUih  chapeL 
We  found  a  refpe£table  congregation,  and  an 
admirable  organ,  well  played  by  Mr.  Tait. 

We  walked  down  to  the  Ihore,  C!r.  John- 
fon  laughed  to  hear  that  Cromwell's  foldiers 
taught  the  Aberdeen  people  to  make  fhoes  and 
ftockings,  and  to  plant  cabbages*  He  afked, 
if  weaving  the  plaids  was  ever  a  domeftick  art 
in  the  Highlands,  like  fpinning  or  knitting. 
He  could  not  be  informed  here.  But  he  con- 
jeftured  probably,  that  where  people  lived  fa 
remote  from  each  other  it  would  be  a  <lomef- 
tick  art,  as  we  fee  ic  was  among  the  ancients 
from  Penelope.  I  was  feniible  to  day,  to  an  ex- 
traordinary degree,  of  Dr.  Johqjbn's  excellent 
Engliih  pronunciation.  I  cannot  account  for 
its  ftriking  me  more  now  than  any  other 
day  :  But  it  was  as  if  new  to  me  ;  and  I  liftenf- 
ed  to  every  fentence  which  he  fpoke,  as  to  a 
muiical  compofition.  Profelfor  Gordon  gave 
him  an  account  of  the  plan  of  education  in  his 
college.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  it  was  (imilar  tor 
that  at  Oxford.— Waller  the  poet's  great  grand- 

G  3  fon 


Ton  was  ftudying  here.  Dr.  Jfbhnfbn  wonderfd 
that  k  man  ihould  fend  his  fon  lb  far  off,  whien 
there  were  (b  many  good  fchools  In  Engtandi 
He  faid,  "  At  a  great  fchool  there  is  all  the 
fplendour  and  illumination  of  many  minds  ^^ 
t^e  radiance  of  all  is  concentrated  in  each,  or 
at  ieaft  i-ede^lred  upoii  each.  But  we  muft  owh 
that  neither  a  dull  boy,  nor  an  idle  boy,  wiU 
do  (0  Well  at  a  great  fchool  as  at  a  private  one. 
For  at  a  great  fchool  there  are  always  boys 
enough  to  do  well  eafily,  whb^are  fuf&cient  to 
keep  up  the  credit  of  the  fchool ;  and  aftelr 
whipping  being  tried  to  ho  purpofe,  the  dull  or 
idle  boys  arc  left  at  the  end  of  a  clafs,  having 
the  appearance  of  going  through  the  courfe,  but 
learning  nothing  at  all.  Such  boys  may  do 
good  at  a  private  fchool,  where  conftant  atten- 
tion is  paid  to  them,  and  they  are  watched. 
So  that  the  queftion  of  publick  or  private  edu- 
i^atidn  is  not  properly  a  general  one;  but 
whether  one  or  the  other  is  beft  for  myjbnj* 

We  were  told  this  Mr,  Waller  was  a 
'plain  country  gentleman ;  and  his  fon  would  be 
fuch  another,  I  obfervcd  a  family  could  not 
YXpe&  a  poet  but  in  a  hundred  generations.-^ 
*«  Nay  (faid  Dr.  Johftfon)  not  one  family  in  a 
hundred  qa^n  expert  a  poet  in  a  hundred  gene^ 
rations.'*  He  then  repeated  Drydtn's  ccle- 
lir^ted  lines, 

"tl^cc  poets  in  three  diftant  ages  born,  &c. 

and 
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ftiid  a  part  of  a  Latin  traaflation  of  it  done  tC 
Oxford  *:  he  did  not  then  faj  by  whom. 

He  received  a  card  from  Sir  Alexander  Gor* 
doHj  who  had  been  his  acquaintance  twenty 
years  ago  in  London^  and  who,  <'  if  ibrgtven 
for  not  anfwering  a  line  from  hin^"  would 
come  in  the  afternoon.  Dr.  Johnfon  rejoiced 
€0  hear  of  him,  and  begged  he  would  come  and 
dine  with  us.  I  was  much  pleafed  to  fee  the 
kindnefs  with  which  Dr.  Johnfon  received  his 
old  £riend  Sir  Alexander ;  a  gentleman  of  good 
familyy  tifmcrt^  but  who  had  not  the  cftace» 
The  King's  College  here  made  him  Profeflbr  of 
Medicine,  which  affords  him  a  decent  fub* 
£ftence.  He  told  us  Aberdeen  exported  ftodc- 
ings  to  the  value  of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
in  peace,  and  to  one  hundred  and  feventy  ia 
war.  Dn  Johnfon  aflked.  What  made  the  di£» 
ference  ?  Here  we  had  a  proof  of  the  different 
iagacity  of  the  two  prpfeflbrs.  Sir  Alexander 
anfwered*  ^^  Becaufe  there  b  more  occafioh  for 
shem  in  war."    Profeflbr  Thomas  anfwercd, 

G  4  ^^  Becaufe 

Dr.  Johnfon  acluiowledged  that  he  was  faimfclf  the  author 
«f  the  tranllation  above  alluded  to,  and  diftaied  tt  to  me  at 
follows : 

Quot  laHdet  vatet  Graiita  Romanvs  et  Angina 
Tres  tria  temporibus  fecla  dedere  fain 
Sublime  ingenium  Graius  $  Romanus  habebat 
•   CaimeA  grande  fonans  }  Anglus  utrnmqiit  tultt« 
Nil  majus  Natura  capit :  clarare  prioita 
Quae  potuere  duot  tertiot  unus  habct. 


^'^  Becaiifc  the  Germans^   who  arc  our  great 
rivals   in  the  matiufafture  of  ftockings,    are 
othcrwife  employed  irt  timie  of  ^d,r:*'--^Jobnfon. 
?*  Sir,  y^uhavc  given  a  veiy  good  folutidn^** 
-    At  dinner.  Dr.  Johhfon^at  feveral  J>late^ fulls 
of  Scotch  broth,  with  barley  and  peasf  in  it,  and 
feemed  very  fond  of  the  difli.     I  faid,  "  You 
never  cat  it  before."— 7^/b»/^».  '*  No,  Sir;  but 
I  don't  care  how  foon  i  eat  it.  again.*'— My 
cou&i,  Mifs  Dallas,  formerly  of  Inverncfs,  was 
married  to  Mr.  Ridddch,  one  of  the  miniilcrj^ 
of  the  Bnglifh  chapel  here.     He  was  ill,  and 
confined  to  his  room  ;  but  (he  fent  us  a  kind  in- 
•  vltation  to  tea,  which  we  all  accepted   She  was 
the  Tame  lively,  fenfible,  cheerful  woman,  as 
ever.     Dr.  Johnfon  here  threw  out  fome  jokeis 
•:.againft  Scotland.     He  faid,  <^  You  go  firft  to 
Aberdeen  j  then  to  Efiiru  (the  Scots  pronuncia- 
tion of  Edinburgh)  5  then  to  Newcaftle,  to  be 
poUihed  by  the  colliers j  then  to  York;  then 
to  London."    And  he  laid  hold  of  a  little  girl, 
.Stuart  Dallas,  niece  to  Mrs.  Ricldoch,  and,  re^ 
:  prcfenting  himfelf  as  a  giant,  faid,  he  would  take 
her  with  him!  telling. her,,  in  a  hollow  voice, 
that  he  lived  in  a  cave,  and  had  a  bed-  inthe 
rock,  and  ihe  fhould  have  a  little  bed  cut  op- 
pofite  to  it !  ** 

He- thus  treated  the  point,  as  to  prefcrip- 
tion  of  piurder  in  Scotland.  ^'  A  jury  in 
England  would  make  allowance  for  deficiencies 
of  evidence,  on  account  of  lapfe  of  time  :  but 
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a  general  rule  that  a  crime  ihovld  not  be 
puniihed^  or  tried  for  the  purpofe  of  punifli- 
ment,  after  twenty  years,  is  bad :  It  is 
cant  to  talk  of  the  King's  advocate  delaying  a 
profecution  from  malice.  How  unlikely  is  it 
the  King's  advocate  fhould  have  malice  againft 
people  who  commit  murder,  or  fhould  cveri 
know  them  at  alL  —  If  the  fon  of  the 
murdered  man  Ihould  kill  the  murderer  who 
got  off  merely  by  prefcription,  I  would  help 
him  to  make  his  efcape ;  though,  were  I  Dpon 
his  jury,  I  would  not  acquit  him.  I  would  not 
advife  him  to  commit  fuch  an  aft.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  would  bid  him  fubmit  to  the  determi- 
nation of  Ibciety,  becaufe  a  man  is  bound  to 
fubmit  to  the  inconveniences  of  it,  as  he  enjoys 
the  good :  but  the  young  man,  though  politir 
cally  wrong,  would  not  be  morally  wrong.  He 
^ould  have  to  fay,  **  Here  I  am  amongft  bar-^ 
barians,  who  not  only  refufe  to  do  juftice,  bat 
encourage  the  greateft  of  all  crimes.  I  am 
therefore  in  a  ftate  of  nature :  for,  fo  far  as 
there  is  no  law,  it  is  a  ftate  of  nature :  and  con- 
fecfuently,  upon  the  eternal  and  immutable  law 
of  juftice,  which  requires  that  he  who  flieds 
man*s  blood  ihould  have  his  blood  ihed,  I  will 
ftab  the  murderer  of  my'  father." 

We  went  to  our  inn,  and  fat  quietly<r  Dr* 
Johnibn  borrowed,  at  Mr.  Riddoch's,  a  volume 
of  Maffillon's  Difcourfes  on  the  Pfalms*  But  I 
found  he  read  little  in  it.  Ogdea  too  he  (bme- 

times 
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times  took  upt  and  glanced  at ;  but  threw  it 
down  again.  I  then  entered  upon  religious 
conrerfation*  Never  did  I  fee  him  in  a  better 
frame:  calm,  gentle,  wife,  holy. — I  faid, 
<'  Would  not  the  fame  objedion  hold  againft 
the  Trinity  as  againft  Tranfubftantiation  ?  "— 
**  Yes,  (faid  he)  if  you  take  three  and  one  in  the 
latne  fenfe.  If  you  do  fo,  to  be  fure  you  cannot 
believe  it :  but  the  three  peribns  in  the  Godhead 
are  Three  in  one  fenfe,  and  One  in  another. 
Wc  cannot  tell  how  j  and  that  is  the  myftcry !  ** , 
I  fpoke<£the  fatisfaftion  of  Chrift.  He  (aid 
his  nodoo  was^  that  it  did  not  attone  for  the 
IsBS  of  the  world ;  but,  by  fatisfying  divine 
juftice,  by  fhewing  that  no  lefs  than  the  Son  of 
God  fufiered  for  fin,  it  Ihewed  to  men  and  in^* 
numerable  created  beings,  the  heinoufnefs  of 
it;,  and  therefore  rendered  it  unneceflary  for 
divine  vengeance  to  be  exercised  agaieft  finnerst 
«s  it  otherwise  muft  have  been  i  that  in  this  way 
it  migbc  operate  even  in  favour  of  thoie  who 
had  never  beard  of  it :  as  to  thofe  who  did  hear 
of  it,  the  effed  it  fhould  produce  would  be  j-e- 
pentance  and  piety,  by  impreifing  upon  the 
mind  a  juft  nodoa  of  fin ;  that  original  fin  ^as 
die  propeofsty  to  evil,  which  no  doubt  was 
occafioned  by  the  fall.  He  prefented  this 
ibiemn  fubje^  in  a  new  light  to  me*,  and  ren- 
dered 

•    ♦  My  worthy,  rntfiHgcnt,  «nd  candid  friend,  ^Dr.  'Kifph^ 
hfyumt  mri  tUiLfcwal  diviaes  JiaTe  thus^iptfiaed  the  me? 

diatioB 
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6ertd  much  mofe  fatiofi^l  and  ckar  the  doftrinc 
of  what  our  Saviour  has  done  for  us ;— as  it  re- 
tnoved  the  notion  of  imputed  righteoufnefs  in 
tb-b'pei^ting,  whereas  by  this  view,  Chrift  has 
done  all  already  that  he  had  to  do,  or  is  ev^r 
to  do,  for  mankind,  by  making  his  great  fatis- 
faftion  J  the  confcquences  of  which  will  afFeft 
each  indivrdual  according  to  the  particular 
tc5ndu<a  of  each.  I  would  illuftrate  this  by 
faying,  that  Chrift's  fatisfaAion  refembles  a 
fun  placed  to  Ihew  light  to  men,  fo  that  it  de- 
pends upon  themfelves  whether  they  will  walk 
the  right  way  or  not,  which  they  could  not  have 
done  without  that  fun,  **  thjim  of  right e^neftj^ 

There  is,  however,  more  in  it  than  mferely 
giving  light — a  light  to  lighten  the  Gentiles.     For 

we  are  told  there  is    healing  under  bis  wings. 

Dr.  Johftfon   faid  to   me,    "  Richard  Baxter 

commends  a  treatife  by  Grotius,  De  Sutisfac^ 

tioneChriJli.  I  have  never  read  it:  but  I  intend  to 

read  it;  and  you  may  read  it."  I  remarked,  upon 

the  principle  now  laid  down,  we  might  explain 

the  difHcult  arid  fcemingly  hard  text^  "  They 

that  believe  fball  be  faved  i  and  they  that  be- 

Heve  not  fliall  be  daqined  :"  They  that  believe 

(hall  have  fuch  an  imprefllon  made  upon  their 

minds^ 

distfon  of  onr  Saviotir*  What  Dr.  Jotinfon  now  deliTcred, 
w«ft  but  a  temporary  opinion ;  for  he  afterwards  was  fulfy 
convinced  of  the  propitiatory  facrijici^  as  I  ihall  fliew  at  large 
io  n(iyfatiire  work,  *<  Ths  Lirg  op  SABtygL  Johnson, 


minds,  asr  will  make.4jiem  ad  fa  that'  they 
Ihall  be  accepted  by  God; 

We  talked  of  one  of  our  friends  taking  ill, 
for  a  length  of  time,  a  hafly  exprellion  of 
Dr,  Johnfon's  to  him,  on  his  introducing,  in  a 
mixed  company,  a  religious  fubjedt  fo  unfea- 
fonably  as  to  provoke  a  rebuke.  —  Jobnfon. 
**  What  is  to  come  of  fociety,  if  a  friendlhip  of 
twenty  years  b  to  be  broken  oflF  for  fuch  a 
caufc  ?  "  As  Bacon  fays, 

*'  Who  then  to  frail  mortality -fliall  truft, 

*'  But  limns  the  water,  or  but  writes  in  duft.  '* 

I  faid,  he  Ihould  write  exprcfsly  in  fupport  of 
'  Chriftianity ;    for  that,  although  a  reverence 

for  it  Ihincs  through  his  works  in  feveral  places, 

that  is  not  enough.  "  You  know  (faid  I) 
•  what  Grotius  has  done,  and  what  Addifon  has 

done.— You  fliould  do  alfo."-Hc  replied,  "I 

hopelfhall." 

Monday,  ^^^jiuguft. 

Principal  Campbell,  Sir  Alexander  Gordon, 

Profeffor  Gordon,  and  Profeflbr  Rofs,  vifited 

'  us  in  the  morning,  as  did  Dr.  Gerard,  who  had 

'  come  in  fix  miles  from  the  country  on  purpofe. 

We  went  and  faw  the  Marifchal  College*,  and 

at  one  o'clock  we  waited  on  the  magiftrates  in 

the  town-hall,  as  they  had  invited  us  in  order  to 

prefeht 

»  Dr.  Bftattic  was  fo  kindly  cntcrtaifltd  m  England,  tbat 
lie  had  not  yet  returned  home. 
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prefcnt  Dr.  Johnfon  with  the  freedom  of  the 
town,  which  Pravoft  Jopp  did  with  a  very  good 
grace.  Dr.  Johnfon  was  much  pleafed  with 
this  mark  of  attention^  and  *  received  it  very 
poUtely.  There  was  a  pretty  numerous  com-* 
pany  aflembled.  It  was  ftriking  to  hear  all  of 
them  drinking  ^*lDr.  Jphnfon !  **  Dr.  Johnfon  I  ** 
in  the  town- ball  pf  Aberdeen»  and  then  to  fee 
him  with  his  burgefs-ticket^  or  diploma*,  in  his 
hat,  which  he  wore  as  he  walked  along  the 
ftreet,  according  to  the  ufual  cuftom.:*-It  gave 
me  great. fatisfadion  toobferve  the  regard,  and 
indeed  fondnefs  too,  which  ev^ry  body  here 
had  for  my  father. 

While  Sir  Alexander  Gordon  conducted 
Dr.  Johnfon  to  old  Aberdeen,  Profeffor  Gordon 
and  I  called  on  Mr.  Riddoch,  whom  I  found 
to  be  a  grave  worthy  clergyman.  He  obfervedj 
that,  whatever  might  be  faid  of  Dr.  Johnfon 
while  he  was  alive,  he  would,  after  he  was 

dead^ 

*  Dr.  Johnfon^s  burgefs- ticket  was  in  thefe  words  s 

*'  Abredoniae  vigeiimo  tertio  die  menfis  Augufti,  anno  Do* 
mini  millefifno  feptingentefimo  feptuagefimo  tertio^  in  prefcntia 
•honora  bilium  viroruniy  Jacob!  Jopp»  armigeri,  praepoGti, 
Adami  DuiF,  Gulielmi  Young,  Georgii  Marr^  et  Gulielmi 
Forbes  BuUivorum,  Gulielmi  Rainie»  Decani  Guildai,*  ct 
.Joannis  NicoU  Thefaurii  di^  Burgi. 

«  Quo  die  Vir  generofus  et  Do£lrina  clarus,  Samuel  Johnfony 
L.  L.  D.  rccrptus  et  admifius  fuit  in  municipes  et  fratres 
Guild*  prsefati  Burgi  de  Aberdeen.  In  deditiiHmi  amoris  et 
aSe&us  ac  exemiae  obferyaotice  teflcram  quibus  diAi  Magif- 
tratut  cum  ampleAun^r.    ExtraAum  per  me, 

Alkx.  CaRNSCIBv*' 
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dcad^  be  looktA  upon  by  the  world  with  regarcl 
and  ^&onifhmtnt,  on  account  of  his  Diflionafy. 
'  Profeifor  Qordon  and  I  walked  over  to  the 
Old  CoIWge,  which  Dr.  Johnfcm  had  fecn  bf 
this  time.  I  ftepped  into  the .  chape],  aiu| 
k>oked  at  the  tomb  of  the  founder^  Archb^fhap 
Elphinfton,  of  whom  I  (hall  haye  occafion  to 
write  m  my  Hifk>ry  of  James  IV.  of  Scotllnd, 
the  patron  of  my  family. 

We  dined  at  Sir  Alexander  GonJon^s.  The 
Provoft,  Srofeffor  Rofs,  Profeffor Dunbar,  Pra-» 
feffor  Thomas  Gordon,  were  there.  Aftcir 
dinner  came  in  Dr.  Gerard,  Profeffor  Leflie, 
'Profeffor  Macleod.  We  had  had  little  or  no 
converfation  in  the  morning  -,  now  we  were  but 
barren.   The  proftffors  feemed  afraid  to  fpeak. 

Dr.  Gerard  told  us  that  an  eminent  prioter 
was  very  intimate  with  Warburton.^"  Johnfm. 
•*  Why,  Sir,  he  has  printed  fome  of  his  works^ 
and  perhaps  bought  the  property  of  fbnoe  of 
them.  The  intimacy  is  fuch  as  one  of  the 
profeflprs  here  may  have  with  one  of  the  car- 
penters who  is  repairing  the  college.**—"  But 
(faid  Gerard)  I  faw  a  letter  from  him  to  thU 
printer,  in  which  he  fays,  that  the  one  half  gt 
the  clergy  of  the  church  of  Scotland  are  fanap 
ticks,  and  the  other  half  infidels/'— 5^i&/|5^«* 
*^  Warburton  has  accuftomed  himfclf  to  writ* 
letters  juft  as  he  fpeaks,  without  thinking  any 
more  of  what  he  throws  out.    When  I  read 

Warburton 
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Warbuiton  firft»  and  bbferved  his  force,  and 
ills  contempt  of  mankind,  I  thought  he  had 
driven  the  world  before  hims  but  I  fooa 
found  that  was  not  the  cafe ;  for  Warburton^ 
hy  his  extending  his  abufe,  rendered  it  inc& 
fcftual." 

He  told  me,  when  we  were  by  ourfclves,.^ 
that  he  thought  it  very  wrong  in  the  printer, 
to  fhew  Warburton's  letter,  as  it  was  railing  a 
body  of  enemies  againil  him.  He  thought  ic 
foolifh  in  Warburton  to  write  fo  to  the  printer ; 
and  added,  *'  Sir^  the  woril:  way  of  being  int|« 
mate,  is  by  fcribbling/'  He  called  Warbur- 
ton*s  <*  Eflay  oiv  Grace  **  a  poor  performance ; 
and  fo  he  faid  was  Wcflcy's  **  Anfwer."  «  War- 
burton,  he  obferved,  had  laid  hioifelf  very 
open.  In  particular,  he  was  weak  enough'  to 
fay,  that,  in  feme  diforders  of  the  imagination, 
people  had  fpoken  with  tongues,  had  fpoken 
with  languages  which  they  never  knew  before  ; 
a  thing  as  abfurd  as  to  fay,  that,  in  fome  dif- 
orders of  the  imagination,  people  had  been 
known  to  fly."  • 

I  talked  of  the  difference  of  genius,  to  try  if 
1  could  engage  Gerard  in  a  difquilition  with 
Dr.  Johnfon  ;  but  I  did  not  fucceed.  I  men- 
tioned, as  a  curious  fa<5t,  that  Lock  had  written 
vcriJss.— Jo^flw.  **  I  know  of  none.  Sir,  but  a 
kind  of  excrcifc  prefixed  to  Dr.  Sydenham's 
Works,  in  which  he  has  fame  cooceits  about 
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the  dropfy ;  in  which  water  and  burning  are 
iinited :  and  how  Dr.  Sydenham  removed  fire 
by  drawing,  off  water^  contrary  to  the  ufual 
prafkice,  which  is  to  excinguifh  fire  by  bringing 
:water  upon  it.-^I  ani  not  Aire  that  there  is  a 
word  of  all  this ;  but  it  is  fuch  kind  of  talk*." 

We 
» 

^  All  this,  as  Dr.  Johnfon  fufpefled  at  the  timCy  was  tlie 
'  immediate  Invention  of  his  own  lively  imagination  9  for  there 
'  is  not  one  word  of  it  in  Mr.  Lock's  compJiment^ry  per* 
formance.  My  readers  will,  I  have  no  doubt^  like  to  be 
fatisfiedy  by  comparing  them  9  and,  at  any  rate,  it  may 
'  entertain  to  read  verfes  compofed  by  oar  great  metaphyficiaOj 
-  when  a  Bachelor  in  Phyfick. 

AUCTORI,  IN  Tract  AT  VM  Bju&  db  Fbbribu^; 

«      Febriles  afius^  vi£himqu€  ardoribus  orbtm 

Fle*vity  non  tantis  par  Mediciua  mails* 
Nam  pofi  mile  artes,  Medica  ttutamma  curaf 

Ardit  adbuc  Febris  \  nee  veiit  arte  regi. 
Trdtda  fumus  flammu  \  fidum  bocjpiramus  ab  igngg 

Ut  repct  pauctts,  quern  capit  urna,  cinis. 
Dum  quitrit  Medicus  Febris  caufamque,  m§difmqtt£f 

Flammarum  &  teuebtM  j  &Jine  luce  faces  1 
S^as  traBat  patiturjlammasy  &  Febre  calefcens, 

Corruit  tpfefuis  viJiima  rapta/ocis. 
^  tardas  poiuit  morbot,  artu/que  tremgMtes, 

Sifiere^  Febrili/e  *videt  sgne  rafu 
Sicfaber  exefosfulfit  tibicine  muros  | 

Dum  trahit  antiquas  lenta  ruina  domos. 
Sedjiflamma  morax  miferas  ituenderit  4edit^ 

Unicaflagrantes  tunc  fepelire  falus. 
Fitfuga,  teSloniccu  nemo  tunc  invocat  artes  % 

Cumperit  artificis  non  minus  ufta  domus* 
Se  tandem  Sydenham  Febrifque,  ScboLequty  fur^r  5 

Opponens,  Morbi  quarit,  &  Artis  opem. 
Non  temere  incufat  teS^  putredinis  ignes  j 

NfcJiAu,  Febres  quifi^vet,  burner  erit. 
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We  Ipokc  of  Fingal.  Dr.  johnfon  laid 
calmly^  "  If  the  poems  were  really  tranflated> 
they  were  certainly  firft  written  down 4  Let 
Mr.  Macpherfon  depofit  the  manufcript  in  one 
of  the  colleges  at  Aberdeen,  where  there  are 

people 

Nen  hilem  tile  movet^  imBa  hie  ptttita  s  Saiutis 

Slua/^eSf  JifaUax  ardiot  intus  aqua  f 
Nee  doBas  magno  rixas  ofientat  hiatu, 

Sluies  ipjis  maJ9r  Febribus  arJor  hue/i, 
tmioauu  piacidg  c$rputjubet  urere  Jlammatf 

Etjufto  rapidos  temper  at  igHifocds. ' 
i^uid  Febrim  exfii^gtuU,  *varius  quidp^fttdat  vfus^ 

Soiari  Mgrot9S^  qua  p^tet  arte,  decet* 
GaBenus  ipfafuum  timuit  Natwna  cakremt 

Dum  fiepe  iucertOf  quo  caltt,  igaeperits 
Dum  reparat  taeit^s  male  provide  fiu^pums  (^mr^ 

Fr^it^  bujfof  .fit  color  ifie  rogus* 
Jam  fecurajuas  fo'ueant  pracordiajlammat, 

S^uem  Natura  negat,  dot  Medidna  modum* 
NecfoiumfacUes  ccmpefcit  fitfgguinis  atflut^ 

Dum  dubio'efi  mter  jpemque  metumquejaims  s 
Sedfatale  malum  dbmuitf  quodque  e^a  malfgnQm 

Credimut^  iratam  'uelgenAife  Stygem* 
Extorjit  Lacheii  cultro/,  Pe/ique  'uenemtm 

Abfluist,  &  tantos  non  finit  effe  metut, 
^is  tandsm  arte  uova  domitam  mitefare  PeJIem 

Credatf  &  antiquas  ponere  pofe  minas? 
Pojf  tot  miile  ueces,  cumuiataque  funera  bnjio^ 

Fi3ajaceti  panvo  vulnere,  dira  Lues. 
JEtberitt  qkanquam  fpargmit  coutagiafiammte, 

SluieqM  ituft  ijlis  ignibus,  ignis  erit. 
Delapfee  eaioftammse  Hcet  atriut  mraut, 

Hasgelida  exjiiugui  n$u  mfi  morteputas? 
Tu  meiiora  paras  nHSrix  Medidna  5  tuufjue, 

P^isqusefitperattunMa,  triumpbus  eritm 
Five  liber  9  viais  Febrilibus  ignibus  i  anus 

Te/piud  ar  mundum  qui  manet^  igm^  erit. 

J.  LOCK,  if.  M.  £x  Aedc  Cbriilly  Oxoa* 
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J)copft  who  can  judge ;  and,  if  the  profe^or^ 
certify  the  authenticity,  then  there  will  be  ait 
end  of  the  controverfy.  If  he  does  not  take 
this  obvious  and  eafy  nfiethod^  he  gives  the  beft 
feafdn  to  doubt;  confidefing too,  howinuchi* 
againft  it  a  priori. 

We  fauntered  after  dinner  in  Sir  Alexander's 
garden,  and  faw  his  little  grotto,  which  is 
hung  with  pieces  of  poetry  written  in  a  fair 
hand.  It  was  agreeable  to  obferve  the  content- 
ment and  kfndnefs  of  this  quiet,  benevolent 
man*  Profeflbr  Mackod  was  brother  to  Mac- 
leod^of  Talifke'r,  and  brother-in-law  to  the 
Laird  of  Colh  Hcgave  me  a  letter  to  young 
Coll.  I  was  weary  of  this  day,  and  began  to 
think  wilhfuUy  of  being  again  in  motion.  I 
was  uneafy  to  think  myfelf  too  faftidious,  whilft 
I  fancied  Dr.  Johnfon  quite  farisfied.  But  he- 
owned  to  me  that  he  was  fatigued  and  teafedy 
by  Sir  Alexander's  doing  too  much  to  entertain 
him.  I  faid,  it  was  all  kindnefs. — Johnfon. 
*'  True,  Sir :  but  fenfation  is  fenfation."— - 
Bojwell.  "  It  is  fo  :  we  feel  pain  equally  from 
the  furgeon's  probe,  as  from  the  fword  of  the 
foe.'* 

We  vifited  two  bookfellers'  fhops,  and  could 
not  find  Arthur  Johnfton's  Poems.     We  went 

and   fat  near  an  hour  at  Mr.  Riddoch's.     He 

♦ 

could  not  tell  diftinftly  how  much  education  at 
the  college  here  cofts,  which  difgufted  Dr. 
Johnfon.     I  had  plecjged  myfelf  that  we  Ihould 
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ig6  to  tKe  ihii>  a]i4  not  Qzy  fiippen  The^ 
prcjBM  us,  but  he  was:  jccfol\jitc*  l.fmML 
feiddoch  did  ndt  pleafe  him.  *  He  faid.  to  me, 
afterwards,  *^  Sir,  ht  has  no  v^ur  in  his  talk/* 
fiac  my  friend  fhbuld  havfe  conlldetrd  that  he 
JiixTifdf  was  not  in  good  humour;  fo  tbat  it 
was  noteafy  to  talk,  to  his  fatisfadion.-~We 
fat  contentedly  at  obr  ion.  He  then .  became 
merry,,  and  oblerved  how  litilc  we  "hid  eitMr 
heard  or  faid  at  Aberdeen.  That  the  Aberdo- 
niaxis  had  not  ftaroed  a  fingte  mawim  (tiie  Scot* 
tiih  word  for  hare)  for  us  to  purfuc. 

We  fct  out  about  eight  in  the  morning, 
«nd  breakfafted  at  Ellon.  The  landlady  faid  to 
me,  "  Is  not  this  the  great  Doftor  that  is  goiag 
about  through  the  country?"— I  faid,  "Yes/* 
— *^  Aye,  (faid  flic)  we  heard  of  him,  I  made 
an  errand  into  the  room  on  purpofe  to  fee  him* 
There's  fomething  great  in  his  appearance:  It 
is  a  pleafure  to  h^ve  fuch  a  man  in  one's  houfe  ; 
a  man  who  does  fo  much  good.  If  I  had 
thought  of  it,  I  would  have  ihewn  him  a  child 
of  mine  who  has  had  a  lump  on  his  throat  for 
fpme  time."—"  But  (faid  I)  he  is  not  a  doflor  of 
phyfick."— "  Is  be  an  oculift?"  faid  the 
landlord.  — "  No,  (faid  I)  he  is  only  a 
very  learned  man."  —  Landlord.  "They  fay 
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fic  ft  th*  grtztxA  man  in  England,  except 
Lord- Mansfield/'— Dnjohnfon  was  highly  en- 
lertained  with  this,  and  I  do  think  he  was 
pleafed  too.  He  faid,  "  I  like  the  exception : 
to  have  calkd  me  die  greateft  man  in  England, 
would  have  been  an  unmeaning  compliment. 
But  the  exception  niarked:  that  the  praUe  w^  in 
carneft ;  and,  in  Scotland^  the  exception  muft 
b«  JLord  Mansfield,  ot^Sir  John  Prtngk:* 

He  told  me  a  good  ftory  of  Dr.  Goldfmiih. 
Graham,  who  wrote  **  Tdemachus,  a  Mafque,'* 
was  fitting  one  night  with  him  and  Dr.  John- 
fbn,  and  was  half  drunk.  He  rattled  away 
to  Dr.  Johnfon  :  "  You  are  a  clever  fellow,  to 
be.furcj  but  you  cannot  write  an  eflay  like 
Addifon,  orverfes  Vik€  the' Raf  e  cf  the  Lock J^ 
At  lacft  he  faid,  "  T>dElots  \  Ihould  be  happy  to 
fee  foti  at  Eaton."— *^  I  Ihall  be  glad  to  wait  on 
you/*,  anfwered  Goldfmith.— '*  No  ("faid  Gra- 
ham) *tis  not  you  I  meant.  Dr.  Minor  \  'tis  Dr. 
Major y  there.** — Gqidfmith  was  exceflively 
hurt  by  this.  He  afterwards  fpoke  of  it  him- 
felf. . "  Graham  (faid  he)  is  a  fellow  to  make  one 
commit  fuicide." 

We  had  received  a  polite  invitation  to  Slains 
caftle.  We  arrived  there  juft  at  three  o*cIock, 
as  the  bell  for  dinner  was  ringing*  Though, 
from  its  being  juft  on  the  North-eaft  Ocean,  no 
trees  will  grow  here.  Lord  Errol  has  done  all 
that  can  be  done*  He  has  cultivated  his  fields 
1  fo 
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So  as  to  bear  rich  crops  of  every  kindly  and  hfc. 

has  made  an  excellent  idtchenrgarden^  with  a 

hot-houfe;    I  had  never  feen  any  of  the  family  .i 

But  there  had  been  a  card. of  invitation  written 

by  the  l^oiiourable:  Charles  Boyd>    the  ^arra 

brother.     We  were  conducted  into  the  houfe^ 

and  at  d«e  dining-room  door  were  met  by  thtf 

gentleman,  whom  bothof  us  at  fitft  took  to  be 

Lord  £rr(fl ;  but  he  ibon  correft^d  our  miftake. 

My  lord  was  gone  to  dine  in  the  ^  neighbour* 

hood^  at  an  entertainment  given  by  Mr»  Irvine 

-of  Drum.    Lady  £rrol  received  sis  politely^ 

and  was  very  attentive  to  us  during  the  time  of 

dinner.  .  There  was  nobody  at  table  but  her 

ladyfhip,  Mr.  Boyd,  and  fome  of  the  childre«« 

their  governor  and  goviemefs.     Mr.  Boyd  put 

Dr.  John&n  in  mind  of  having  dined  with  him 

at  Cummin  the  Qh^^'^>^  along  with: a  Mr* 

Hall  luid  Mifs  Williams.    This  was  a  bond  ^f 

connexion  between  them.  For  me,  Mr.  Boyd'« 

acquaintance  with  my  father  was  ^ough.  After 

dinner.  Lady  Errol  favoured  -^us  with  a  fight  of 

her  yoUng  family,  whon^  fhe  made  ftand  up  in 

a  row.    There  were  (uc  daughters  and  twp  fona* 

It  was  a  very  pleafing  fight. 

Dr.  John^n  prppofed  our  fetdng  tOut  Mi> 
Boyd  faid,  he  hoped  we  fiiould  ftay  all  night  $ 
his  brother  would  be  at  home  in  the  evening, 
arid  would  be  very  forry  if  he  mifled  us.  Mr. 
Poyd  was  called  out  of  the  room*    I  was  very 
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defiroiSB  to  itay  in  £b  comfortable  aihotife^  ^u)^ 
i  wi(hedcto  fee  LordEbroL  /Dn  Johnfon^  howw 
aver,  was  right  in  refolving  to  go,  if -we  tvcre 
not  alked  aganii  as  it  is  i>eft  to^rr.OQ  the  fafe 
fide  in  fueh  .caies,  und  to  he  fu^  diMt  Pte  h 
quite  Weicomc;  Ta my  groat  joy,.  wheD..Mr« 
Boyd  returaed,  lie  .told  Dr»  Johnfoa*  tbi^t  at  Wa« 
Lady  £vral  who  had'.calkd  him  ou(^  ..and  bid 
that  Aewoulil  ne^epdet  Dr^JohAfphritift).  t}^ 
houfe  sigaiiii^  if  he  went  sfway  tl^at  lughcs  ao4 
that  (he  bad  ordered  :thie.coadi»  to  carry  Us^  ta 
view  a  great  curioilqr.  oit  dk  qtfaiA/  a6jcr;^{i^ 
we  &ould  fee  the  hoofe.  We  checrfuUy  agrdecf^ 
Mr.  6oyd  war  eiigagcdji  i»'  1745-6,  on  die 
fame  fide  with  manrl  «nfortuna»i.mift,kcn  no* 
blemeh  and  gentlemen.  He  efcapedj  and  lay 
concealed  for  4^  ye^  m  the  ifland  o£  Arran,  xkt 
ancient  territory  of  t)ie  Bayds.  He  tiien.AKcnt 
to  Francjb,  and  was  about  twenty  years  on  the 
conj^neiW.  /i^  married  a  .Fetich  Lady;  and 
how  lived  very  CQmfbrtably  at-Aberdettn,  and 
w^  kkkUdi  at  Slaina^aftle*  'He^ntet^ioed  us 
wi A  great  civility.  He  had  a  pomp^ufiiefs  or 
formal  plenitude  4q  his  Gonrerfatio^f  which  I 
did  not  diflike,  Dr^  Johnfoh'  f^i;  ^^.therc 
was  too  ni^iKh  elaboration  in  hi$  talk.**  |t  gave 
me  pleafure  to  fee-^im,  a  fteady  braoch  of  the 
f^imilyiiectingr&rth  ^  its  ad[vantages  with  mubh 
2eal.  He  told  w  that  LadyEfrol  was  one  of  the 
XXioft  ^iaus  and  fenfible  women  in  the  MaQd  § 
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had  a  gdod  .ht24y  and  as  good  a  heart.     He! 
faid^  ihc  did  not  iife  force  or  fear  in  educating: 
her  children — JobnfoKM  "  Sir>  IJie  is  wroiig  j  I. 
would,  rather  have  the  rod  to  be  the.  general, 
terror  to  al]>  to.  maki^  thooEi  leamx,  than  tell  a 
child,  if  you  do  thus  or  ?hus,  ypu  will  be  n;\ore 
cftcemcd  than  your  brother?  or  fifteri^.  The  rod' 
produces  an  tStQc  whi^h  t^mlQaties  in  it^lf.. 
A  child  is  afraid  of  being  whipt,.  Aod.g^^^.  hift 
tafk>  and  there's  an,  end  op'tj  whei;^;s^,  by  ex- 
citing emulation;  and  coroparifons.of  fup^no- 
rity,  you  lay  the  foundation  bf  lafling,mifchief ; 
you  make  brothers  and  fillers  .hate  each  other/' 

During  Mr.  Boyd's  flay '  in  A^ran,  he  had 
found  a  chell  of  medical  books,  left  by  a  fur-  . 
geon  there,  and  had  read  them  till  he.  acquired 
focne  ikill  in  phyfick»  in  confequence  of  which 
He  is  often  conliijted  by  thd  poor.  There,  wer? 
feveral  here  waiting  £>r  him  as  patient^.  We 
walked  round  the  houfe  till  flopped  by  a  cut 
made  by  the  influx  of  the  fea.  The  houie  is 
built  quite  upon  the  ihore ;.  the  windows  loo!^ 
upop  the  main  ocean^  and  the  King  of  Den- 
mark is  Lord  Errol'js  ncareft  -neighbour  on  th? 
north^ealL 

We  got  immediately  into  the  coach>  and 
drove  to  Dunbui^  a  rock  near  the  ihore>  quitQ 
covered  with  fea  fowls ;  then  to  a  circular  bafon 
ii(  large-  jextent,  furrounded  with  tremendous 
rocks.    On  the  quarter  next  the  fea,  there,  is  a 

H  4.  high 


/ 


[  I04  ] 

high  arch  in  the  rock,  which  the  force  of  the 
f empeft  has  driven  out.  This  place  is  called 
Bucban's  BulUr^  or  the  Buller  of  Bucban^  and 
the  country  people  call  it  the  Pot.  Mr.  Boyd 
faid  it  was  fo  called  fropi  the  French  Bauloir^ 
It  may  be  more  fimply  traced  from  BoiUr*  in 
our  dwn  language*  We  walked  round  this 
monftrous  cauldron.  In  fome  places^  the  rock 
is  very  narrow ;  and  on  each  fide  there  is  a 
fea  deep  enough  for  a  man  of  war  to  ride  ins 
fo  that  it  is  fomewhat  horrid  to  move  along* 
However,  there  is  earth  and  grafs  upon  the 
rock,  and  a  kind  of  road  marked  out  by  the 
print  of  feet ;  fo  that  one  makes  it  out  pretty 
fafely :  yet  it  alarmed  me  to  fee  Dr.  Johnfon 
ftriding  irregularly  along.  He  inlifted  on  taking 
a  boat,  and  failing  into  the  Pot.  We  did  fo* 
He  was  ftout,  and  wonderfully  alert.  The 
Buchan-men  all  fhewing  their  teeth,  and  ipeak** 
jng  with  that  ftr^nge  (harp  accent  which  diftin^ 
guiihes  them,  was  to  me  a  matter  of  curiofity* 
He  was  not  fenfible  of  the  difference  of  pro^ 
nunciation  in  the  South,  and  North  of  Scot* 
land,  which  I  wondered  at. 

As  the  (ntry  into  the  Bullp^  is  fo  narrow  that 
oars  cannot  be  uied  as  you  go  in,  the  method 
taken  is,  to  row  very  hard  when  you  come  near 
it,  and  give  the  boat  fuch  a  rapidity  of  motion 
that  it  glides  in.  Dr.  Johnfon  obfcrved  what 
an  cffcft  this  fccnc  would  have  had,  were  we 
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eiTtering  into  an  \inknown  place.  There  are 
caves  of  confiderable  depth ;  I  thinks  one  on 
each  fide.  The  boatmen  had  never  entered 
cither  far  enough  to  know  the  fize.  Mr.  Boyd 
told  ns  that  it  is  cuftomary  for  the  company  at 
Peterhead*  well^  to  make  parties,  and  come 
and  dine  in  one  of  the  caves  here. 

He  told  us^  that,  as  Slains  is  at  a  conlider* 
able  diftance  from  Aberdeen,  LordErrol,  ^hp 
has  fo  large  a  family,  refolved  to  have  a  furgcon 
of  his  own.  With  this  view  he  educated  one  of 
his  tenants'  fons>  who  is  now  fettled  in  a  very 
neat  houfe  and  farm  juft  by,  which  we  faw 
from  the  road.  By  the  falary  which  the  earl 
allows  him,  and  (he  pradice  which  he  has  had^ 
he  is  in  very  eafy  circumftanccs.  He  had  kept 
an  exaA  account  pf  all  diat  had  been  laid  out 
Qn  his  education,  and  he  came  to  his  lordfhip 
one  day,  and  tol(i  hirp  that  he  had  arrived  at  a 
much  higher  fituatiop  than  ever  he  expected; 
that  he  was  now  ^hle  to  repay  what  his  lordfhip 
had  advanced;^  and  begged  he  would  accept  of 
it.  The  earl  was  pleafed  with  the  generous 
gratitude  and  genteel  offer  of  the  man ;  hut  rcr 
fufed  it.— Mr.  Boyd  alfo  told  us,  Cumming  the 
Quaker  firft  began  to  diftinguifh  himfelf,  by 
writing  againft  Dr.  Lcechman  on  Prayer,  to 
prove  it  unncceflary,  as  God  knows  beft  what 
ihould  be,  and  will  order  it  without  our  aik* 
ang  :--the  old  hackneyed  objeftion, 

When 
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When  wc  returned  to  the  houlie  we  foi^d 
cofE^  add  tea  in  the  drawing  room.  Lady 
Errol  was  not  there^  being,  as.  I  ibppafed^  en^' 
gaged  with  her  young  family.  There  is  a  bow-** 
.2wiitdow  fronting  the  fea*  Dt^  Johnfon  repeated 
the  ode,  Jav^  futis  terrisy  -  wbilQ  Mr.  :Boyd"  was 
with  his  patients.  He  fpoke  weU  ini  favour  of 
emails,  to  pteferve  lives-  of  medr  whom  mankind 
ore  accuftomed  to  reverenced  His  opinion  was, 
tha(  fo  much  land  (hould  be  entailed  as  that 
^unities  fhould  never  fail  into  contempt,  and  as 
nMHrh  left  free  as  to  give  them  all  the  advan*" 
t^es  /)f  property  in  cafe  of  atty  emergency, 
•^  If  (faid  he)  the  nobility  are  fwffered  to  fink 
iata  indigence,  they  of  courie  became  cor- 
ropt ;  they  are  ready  to  do  wTvatever  the  king 
ehufes ;  therefdre  it  is  fit  they  ftiould  be  kept 
from  becoming  poor,  ^nlcfs  it  is  fixed  tliat 
when  they  fall  Ijelow  a  certain  ftandard  of 
wraith  they  fhall  lofe  their  peerages.  We 
know  the  Houfe  of  Peers  -have  made  noble 
ftands,  when  *the  Houfe  of  Commons  durft 
not.  The  two  laft  years  of  a  parliament  they 
dare  not  contradift  the  populace.'* 

This  room  is  ornamented  with  a  number  of 
fit^e  prints,  and  with  a  whole  length  pifture  of 
Lord  Errol,  by  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds.  This 
led  Dr.  Johnfon  and  me  to  talk  of  our  amiable 
and  elegant  friend,  whofe  panegyrick  he  con- 
cluded by  faying,  "  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds,  Sir, 
is  the  moft  invulnerable  man  I  know ;  the^nan 

wit^ 


^ich  ^hom,  \if  you  ihould  quarrel, .  you  would 
find  the  mpft' difficulty  how  to  ^bufe," 

Dr.  Johnfop  obferved,  the  fituation  here  was 
the  poblefl:   he  ha,d   ever  fcenj-^bcttcr    thai^ 
Mount  Edgecu{nbc,    reckoned    the    firft   in 
England  J  bccaufe,  at  Mount  Edgecumbe,  the 
fea  4s  bounded: by  land  on  th^  Oth^er  fide,  aod» 
though  f  there  is  tbi^re  t)ie  grandeur  of  a  fieet» 
thcrfi  is  alib  the  impreffion  o£  there  being  a' 
dpclc-yard,    th«  circumftances  of  which  arc 
nat  agreeable.  .  At  plains  is  an  excellent  6Id 
hiai^e.     The  noble  owner  has  built  of  brick, 
^k>ng  the  fquate  in  the  in(ide>  a  gallery  both 
on  the  firft  jind  ipcond  ftory,  the  houfc  being. 
DO. higher 4    fo..  that  he    has  always   a  dry^ 
walk"  J  and  the  rooms,  to  which  formefly  thew 
waa.,no  approach  but  through  each  other,  have 
np\f  aJl  fqjarate  entries  from  the  gallery,  which 
is  hung  with.  Hogarth's  works,  and  other  prints^ 
Yffi  Invent  and  fat  a  while  in  the  library.     There 
is  a  valuable  and  numerous  coUeftion.     It  was 
chiefly  ;made  by  Mr.  Falconer,  bufband  to  thg 
late  .CorUAteis  of  Errol  in  her  own  right.     Thii 
carl  has  added  a  good  inany^Triodern  books. 

AbqiLit  nine  the  earl  came  home.  Captain 
Gordon  of  Park  was  with  him.  His  lordfhip 
put  Dr.  Johnfon  in  mind  of  their  dining  toge- 
ther in  London,  along  with  Mr.  Beauclerk.  I 
'^as  exceedingly  pleafed  with  Lord  Errol.  IJis 
dignified  perCon  and  agreeabje  countenance^ 
^ith  the  moft  unafFdfted  affability,  gave  me  high 

fatisfa£tion. 


fittisfaftioit.    From  perhaps  a  weaknefs^  or^  as 

I   rather  hope,    more   fancy  and  warmth  of 

feeling  than  is  quite  reafonable,  I  could,  with 

the  moft  perfeft  honefty,  expatiate  on  Lord 

Errc^'s  good  qualities ;   but  he  ftands  in  no 

neod  of  my  praUe.     His  agreeable  look  and 

ibftnefs  of   addrefs  prevented  that  conftrainc 

which    the    idea    of  his    being  Lord  High 
Conftable  of  Scotland  might  otherwife   have 

occalioned.     He  talked  very  eafily  and  fen-' 

fibly  with    his    learnecl  gueft.  .    I    obferved 

chat  Dr.  Johrifon,    though    he   ihewed  that 

refpe&  to  his  lordihip,  which^  from  principle, 

he  always  does  to  high  rank,  yet,  when  they 

came  to  argument,  maintained  that  manlinefs 

which  becomes  the  force  and  vigour  of  his 

underftanding.     To  fhew  external  deference  to 

cur  fupcriors,  is  proper :  to  feem  to  yield  to 

them  in  opinion^  is  meannefs  *•    The  earl  faid 

graces 

*  {.ord  Chefterfield,  in  his  letters  to  bis  Ton,  complains  of** 
#lie  who  argued  in  an  indifcriminate  manner  with  men  of  all 
ranks*  Pxobably  the  noble  loid  had  felt  with  fome  uneafineft< 
what  it  was  to  encounter  Wronger  abilities  than  bis  own.  If  & 
peer  will  engage  at  foils'  with  bis  inferior  in  ftation,  he  mu£b 
cxpefl  that  his  inferior  in  ftation  will  arail  himfelf  of  every 
advantage  i  otherwife  it  is  iipt  a  fair  tfial  of  ftrength  and 
flcilL  The  fame  will  bold  in  a  conteft  of  reafon*  or  of  wit.-* 
A  certain  king  entered  the  lifts  of  genius' with /^o/r^^.  The 
confequence  was,  thar«  though  the  king  bad  great  and  brilliant 
talents,  Voluire  had  fuch  a  fuperioricy  that  bis<majefty  €0uI4 
not  bear  it ;  and  the  poet  was  dirmifTed,  or  efcapedj  from  that 
«9urt,«»In  the  reign  of  Jamei  L  of  England,  Cnchton,  Lord 

San^uhar^ 
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grace,  both  before  and  afcer  fupperj  with  much 
decency.  He  told  us  a  ftory  of  a  man  who  was 
executed  at  Perch,  ibme  years  ago,  for  mur- 
dering a  woman  who  was  with  child  by  him^ 
and  a  former  child  he  had  by  her.  His  hand 
was  cut  off:  He  was  then  pulled  up ;  .but  the 
rope  broke,  and  he  was  forced  to  lie  an  hour 
on  the  ground,  till  another  rope  was  brought 
from  Perth,  the  execution  being  in  a  wood  at 
fome  diftance,— at  the  place  where  the  mur- 
ders were  committed.  *'  There  (faid  my  lord) 
I/ee  the  handof  Prcmdence^^ — I  was  really  happy 
here.  I  faw  in  this  nobleman  the  beft  difpofitions 
and  beft  principles  \  and  I  faw  him,  in  my  mind's 
eye^  to  be  the  reprefentative  of  the  ancient 
Boyds  of  Kilmarnock.  I  was  afraid  he  might 
have  urged  drinking,  as,  I  believe,  he  ufed 
formerly  to  do$  but  he  drank  port  and 
water  out  of  a  large  glafs  himfelf,  and  let  us 
do  as  we  pleaied.  He  went  with  us  to  oyr 
rooms  at  night  i  faid»  he  took  the  vifit  very 

kindly  % 

Sanquhar^  ft  peer  of  Scotland,  from  a  vain  ambition  to  excel 
a  feneing-mafter  in  his  own  art,  played  at  rapier  and  dagger 
with  him.  The  fencing- mafter,  whofe  fame  and  bread  wera 
at  ftake,  put  out  one  of  his  lordihip*s  eyes.  Exafperated  .at 
this.  Lord  Sanquhav,  hired  ruffian s>  and  had  the  fencinga^ 
maimer  afiaiBnatcd  %  for  which  his  lordihip  was  capitally  tried» 
condemned,  and  hanged.  Not  being,  a  peer  of  England,  ho 
was  tried  by  the  name  of  Robert  Crichton,  Efq;  But  he  was 
admitted  to  be  a  baron  of  three  hundred  years  (landing.— Sec 
the  State  Trials ;  and  Hume  in  his  Hiftory,  who  applauds 
the  f  mpastial  juftice  executed  upon  ■  man  of  high  rank. 
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Icindlv ;  and  toM  me,  my  father  and  he  were  veiy 

old  acq uairt tan cc ;— -that  I  now  kn^w  tlic  way 

to  Slain^,  ^nd  he  hoped  to  fee  me  rhtrc  again^ 
I  had  a  mod  elegant  room  ;  but  thel-e  was  a 

fire  in  it  which  bliazed ;  and  the  fca,  to  whicli 

iny  windows  looked^  roared  j  and  the  pillows 

Were  made  df  fome  fca-fowls'  feathers  which 

had  to  me  A  difagrecable  fmeil :  fo  that,  by  all 

thcfe  caufes,  I  was  kept  awake  a  good  time.     1 

iaw,  in  imagination,  Lord  Errol's  father.  Lord 

Xilmarnock,  (who  was  beheaded  on  Tower-hill 

in  1746)  and  I  was  fomewhat  dreary.     But  the 

thought  did  not  laft  long,  and  I  fdl  afleep. 

We  got  up  between  feven  and  eight,  '  and 
Found  Mr.  Boyd  in  the  dining-room,  with  tea 
and  coffee  before  him,  to  give  us  breakfaft. 
We  were  in  an  admirable  humoiir.  Lady 
Errol  had  given  each  of  .us  a  copy  of  an  ode  by 
Beattie,  oh  the  birth  of  her  fon,  LordHay* 
Mr.  Boyd  alked  Dr.  Johnfon  how  he  liked  it. 
Dr.Johnfon,.  who  did  not  admire  it,  got  off  very 
Well,  by  taking  it  out,  and  reading  the  two 
fecond  ftanzas  with  much  melody.  This, 
without  his  faying  a  word,  pleafed  Mr.  Boyd. 
He  obferved,  however,  to  Dr.  johnfon,  that 
the  cxpreflion  as  to  the  family  of  Errol, 

*'  A  thonf^ndjtars  have  fecft  it  fliint,** 

compared 
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Wiftpared  wiiJi  .what  went  before,  was  an  aAti* 
dittlaxj  and  chat  it  would  huve  been  better 

Ages  have  fecn,  he. 

Dr.  Jqhnfon  faid,  "  So  great  a  number  as  a 
chofuiand  is  better.  Dolus  latet  in  univtrjalibus* 
Ages  might  be  only  two  ages/' — He  talked  of 
the  advantage  of  keeping  up  the  conneftions  of 
relationfhip,  which  produce  much  kindnefs. 
«'  Every  man  (faid  he)  who  comes  into  the 
world,  has  need  of  friends.  If  he  has  to  get 
thefn,  for  himfelf,  half  his  life  is  fpent,  before 
his  merit  is  known.  Relations  are  a-  man's 
ready  friends,  who  fupport  him.  When  a  man 
is  in  real  diftrefs,  he  flics  into  the  arms  of  his 
relations*  An  old  lawyer,  who  had  much  expe- 
rience in  making  wills,  told  me,  that  after 
people  had  deliberated  long,  and  thought  of 
many  for  their  executors,  they  fettled  at  Jaft 
by  fixing  on  their  relations.  This  fliews  the 
univerfality  of  the  principle." 

I  regretted  the  decay  of  refpefl:  for  men  of 
family,  and  that  a  Nabob  now  would  carry  an 
^leftion  from  them. — Johnfon.  "  Why,  Sir,  the 
Nabob  will  carry  it  by  means  of  his  wealth,  in 
a  country  where  money  is  highly  valued,  as  it 
niuft  be  where  nothing  can  be  had  without 
money  ;  but  if  it  comes  to  perfonal  preference, 
the  man  of  family  will  always  carry  it.  There 
is  generally  a  Jcoundrelifm  aboijt  a  low' man." 
■— Mr#  Boyd  faid,  that  was  a  good  i/m. 

I  faid. 
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I  faid,  I  believed  mankind  were  happier  in 
the  ancient  feudal  date  of  fubordination>  thaii 
when  in  the  modern  ftate  of  independency.— 
John/on.  *'  To  be  fure,  the  Chief -w^s.  But  we 
muft  think  of  the  number  of  individuals.  That 
fbey  were  lefs  happy,  feems  plain ;  for  that  ftate 
from  which  all  efcape  as  foon  as  they  can,  and 
to  which  none  return  after  they  have  left  it, 
muft  be  \th  happy ;  and  this  is  the  cafe  with 
the  ftate  of  dependance  on  a  chiefi  or  great 


man." 


I  mentioned  the  happincfs  of  tlie  French  Iti 
their  fubordination,  by  the  reciprocal  benevo* 
lencc  and  attachment  between  the  great  and 
thofe  in  lower  ranks. — ^Mr.  Boyd  gave  us  an 
inftance  of  their  gentlemanly  fpirit.  An 
old  Chevalier  de  Mallbe,  of  ancient  noblejfe^  but 
in  low  circumftan^es,  was  in  a  coffee-houfe  at 
Paris,  where  was  Julien,  the  great  manufafturer 
at  the  Gobelins,  of  the  fine  tapeftry,  fo  much 
diftinguifticd  both  for  the  figures  and  the  colours. 
The  chevalier's  carriage  was  very  old.  Says 
Julicn,  with  a  plebeian  infolcnce,  "  I  think> 
Sir,  you  had  better  have  your  carriage  new 
painted."^  The  chevalier  looked  at  him  with 
indignant  contempt,  and  anfwered,  '^  Well> 
Sir,  you  may  take  it  home  and  /(yeit\  " — ^All 
the  cofFee-houfe  rejoiced  at  Julien's  confufion. 

We  fet  out  about  nine.    Dr.  Johnfon  was 
curious  \o  fee  one  of  thofc  ftruftures  which 

northern 
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northern  antiquarians  call  a  Druid's  temple. 
I  had  a  recolledlion  of  one  at  Scrichen^  which 
I  had  {etn  fifteen  years  ago ;  fo  we  went  four 
miles  out  of  our  road,  after  paffing  Old  Deer, 
and  went  thither.  Mr,  Frafer,  the  proprietor, 
was  at  home,  and  {hewed  it  to  us.  But  I  had 
augmented  it  in  my  mind ;  for  all  that  remains 
is  two  ftones  fet  up  on  end,  with  a  long  one 
-laid  upon  them,  as  was  ufual,  and  one  (lone 
at  a  little  diftance  from  them.  That  ftone  was 
-the  capital  one  of  thie  circle  which  furrounded 
what  now  remkins.  Mr.  Frafer  was  very  hofpi- 
table  *.  There  was  a  fair  at  Strichen ;  and  he 
had  feyeral  of  his  neighbours  from  it  at  dinner. 

I  One 

*  He  is  the  worthy  fon  of  a  worthy  father 9  the  late  Lent 
Stricken^  one  of  our  judges,  to  whofe  kind  notice  I  was  much 
obliged.  Lord  Strichen  was  a  man  not  only  honeft,  but  bighljf 
generous ;  for,  after  bis  fucceifion  to  the  family  eftate,  he  paid 
a  large  Turn  of  debts  contrafted  by  his  predecefFoo  which  b« 
was  not  under  any  obligation  to  pay.  Let  me  here,  for  the 
credit  of  i(^f^ir^i  my  own  county,  record  a  aoble  inftaoce  of 
liberal  honefty  in  W^iUiam  HMtcbifiti,  drover,  in  Lanehead, 
Ky/e,  who  formerly  obtained  a  full  difcharge  from  his  credi* 
tors,  upon  a  compoiition  of  his  debts  j  but|  upon  bein^ 
reftored  to  good  circumftances,  invited  his  creditors  laft  winter 
to  a  dinner,  without  telling  the  reafon,  and  paid  them  their  full 
foms,  principal  and  intereft.  They  prefentcd  him  with  a  piece 
"  of  pUte,  with  an  infcription  to  commemorate  this  extraordinary 
inftance  of  true  worth )  which  (hould  make  ibme  people  ia 
Scotland  blnfli,  while,  though  mean  themfelves,  they  ftrut 
about  under  the  prote^lioa  of  great  alliance,  confcious  of  the 
wretchednefs  of  numbers  who  have  loft  by  them,  to  whom 
they  never  think  of  making  reparation,  but  indulge  tbemfelve* 
and  their  families  in  moft  unAiitabie  expence« 


One  of  them,  Dr»  Frafijr,  who  had  been  in  the 
army,  remembered  to  have  fecn  Dn  Johnfon  at 
a  lecture  on  experimental  philofophy>  at  Lich- 
field. The  Doftor  recollected  being  at  the 
ledure ;  and  he  was  furprifed  to  fuid  here 
fbmebody  who  knew  him. 

Mr.  Frafer  fcnt  a  (ervant  te  condud  us  by  a 
fhort  paflage  into  the  high  road.  I  obferved  to 
Dr.  Johnfon,  that  I  had  a  moft  difagreeable  no^ 
lion  of  the  life  of  country  gentlemen :  that 
I  left  Mr.  Frafer  juft  now,  as  one  leaves  a  pri*- 
fbner  in  a  jail. — Dr.  Johnibn  faid>  that  I  was 
right  in  thinking  them  unhappy ;  for  that  they 
Itad  not  enough  to  keep  their  minds  in  motion* 

I  ftarted  a  thought  this  afternoon  which 
amufed  us  a  ^reat  part  of  the  way;  "  If 
(faid  I)  our  club  fliould  come  and  fet  up  in 
St.  Andrew's,  as  a  c6llege>  to  teach  all  that 
each  of  na  can,  in  the  feveral  departments  of 
learning  and  tafte,  we  fliould  rebuild  the  city  r 
we  (hould  draw  a  wonderful  concourfe  of  ftu- 
dents.'^-"Dr.  Johnfon^  entered  fully  into  the 
Ipirit  of  this  projeft.  We  immediately  fell  to 
diflributing  the  offices.  I  was  to  teach  civil 
ind  Scotch  law;  Burke,  politicks  and  elo- 
quence i  Garrick,  the  art  of  public  fpeaking  ; 
Langton  was  to  be  our  Grecian,  Colman  our 
Latin  profeffor ;  Nugent  to  teach  phyfick'i 
Lord  Charlemont^  modern  hiftory  i  Beauclerk, 
Qitural  philofopby  i  Vefey^  Iriih  antiquities, 

4  ^ 


[  "5  ] 

or  Ccltick  learning ;  Jones,  Oriental  learning ; 
Goldfmith,  poetry  and  ancient  hiftory^  Chamier, 
commercial  politicks  -,  Reynolds,  painting,  and 
the  arts  which  have  beauty  for  their  objed ; 
Chambers,  the  law  of  England.  Dr.  Johnfon 
at  firft  faid,  "  I'll  truft  theology  to  nobody  but 
myfelf.'*  But,  upon  due  confidcration,  that 
Percy  is  a  clergyman,  it  was  agreed  that  Percy 
ihould  teach  pradical  divinity  and  Britifh  anti- 
quities j  Dr.  Johnfon  himfelf,  logick,  meta- 
phyficks,  and  fcholaftick  divinity.  In  this 
manner  did  we  amufc  ourfelves  5— each  fuggeft- 
ing,  and  each  varying  or  adding,  till  the 
whole  was  adjufted.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  we 
only  wanted  a  mathematician  fince  Dyer  died, 
who  was  a  very  good  one ;  but  as  to  every 
thing  elfe,  we  ftiould  have  a  very  capital  uni- 
verfity*. 

-*  Our  club,  formerly  at  the  Turk's  Head,  Gcrrard-ftrcet, 
then  at  Princess,  Sackville  Street,  now  at  Baxter's,  Dover- 
ftreet,  which  at  Mr.  Garrick's  funeral  got  a  name  for  the  firft 
time,  and  was  called  The  Literary  Club,  has,  fince 
1773,  been  greatly  augmented }  and  though  Dr.  Johnfon  with 
juftice  obferved,  that,  by  lofing  Goldfmith,  Garrick,  Nugent» 
Chamier,  Beauclerk,  we  had  loft  what  would  make  an  eminent 
club,  yet  when  I  mention,  as  an  acceflion,  Mr.  Fox,  Dr.  George 
Fordyce,  Sir  Charles  Bunbury,  Lord  Oflbry,  Mr.  Gibbon, 
Dr.  Adam  Smith,  Mr.  K.  B.  Sheridan,  the  Biftiops  of  Kilaloe 
and  St.  Afaph,  Dean  Marlay,  Mr.  Steevens,  Mr.  Dunning,  Sir 
Jofeph  Banks,  Dr.  Scott  of  the  Commons,  Earl  Spencer, 
Mr.  Wyndham  of  Norfolk,  Lord  Elliot,  Mr.  Malone,  Dr. 
Jofeph  Warton,  the  Rev,  Mr.  Thomas  Warton,  Lord  Lucan^ 
Mr.  Burke  junior,  Lord  Palmerfton,  Dr.Burney,  Sir  William 
Hamilton,  and  Dr.  Warren,  it  will  be  acknowledged  that  wo 
might  have  eltabliihed  a  fecond  univerfity  of  high  repuution, 

la  We 
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Wc  got  at  night  to  BanfF.  I  fcnt  Jofcph  oft 
to  Duff-boufei  but  Earl  Fife  was  not  at  honrac, 
which  I  regretted  much^  as  we  fhould  have  had 
a  very  elegant  reception  from  his  lordfhip.  Wc 
found  here  but  an  indifferent  inn*.  Dr.  Johnfon 
wrote  a  long  letter  to  Mrs.  Thralc.  I  wondered 
to  fee  him  write  fo  much  fo  eafily.  He  verified 
his  own  doftrine,  that "  a  man  may  always  write 
when  he  will  fet  himfclf  do^edly  to  it." 

Tburjday^  Q,6tb  Augujl. 
We  got  a  frefh  chaife  here,  a  very  good  one, 
and  very  good  horfcs.  We  breakfafted  at 
Cullen.  They  fet  down  dried  haddocks 
broiled,  along  with  our  tea.  I  eat  one  j  but 
Dr.  Johnfon  was  difgulled  by  the  fight  of  them, 
fo  they  were  removed.  Cullen*  has  a  comfort- 
able appearance,  thpugh  but  a  very  fmall  town, 
and  the  houfes  moilly  poor  buildings. 

I  called 

*  Here,  unluckily^  the  windows  had  no  pullies  |  and  Dr. 
Johnibny  who  was  conftantly  eager  for  frefh  air»  had  much 
flruggling  to  get  one  of  them  kept  open*  Thus  he  had  a  no* 
tion  itnpreiTed  upon  him*  that  this  wretched  defeA  was  general 
in  Scotland^  So  he  has  erroneoufly  enlarged  upon  it  in  his 
<*  Journey.^'  I  regretted  that  be  did  not  allow  me  to  read 
bver  his  book  befure  it>vas  printed.  I  ffiould  have  changed 
very  little  j  but  I  (hould^have  fuggefted  an  alteration  in  a  few 
-places  where  he  has  laid  himfelf  open  to  be  attacked •  I  hope  I 
fliould  have  prevailed  with  him  to  omit  or  foften  his  a/fertion, 
that  "  a  Scotfman  muft  be  a  ftiirdy  moralift,  who  does  not 
prefer  Scotland  to  truth/'— -for  I  really  think  it  Is  not  founded  j 
and  it  it  iiadhly  faid. 
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I  called  on  Mr.  Robertfon^  who  has  the 
charge  of  Lord  FindlatePs  affairs,  and  was  for- 
merly Lord  Monboddo's  clerk,  was  three  times 
in  France  with  hini,  and  tranflated  Condamine's 
Account  of  the  Savage  Girl,  to  which  his  lord- 
ihip  wrote  a  preface,  cont^iiiing  feveral  remarks 
of  his  own,  Robertfon  faid,  he  did  not  believe 
fo  much  as  his  lordihip  did ;  that  it  was  plain 
to  him,  the  girl  confounded  what  ihe  imagined 
with  what  fhe  remembered :  that,  befides,  flie 
perceived  Condamine  and  Lord  Monboddo 
forming  theories,  and  fhe  adapted  her  ftory  tQ 
them. 

Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  "  It  is  a  pity  to  fee  Lord 
Monboddo  publifh  fuch  notions  as  he  has  done; 
a  man  of  fenfe,  and  of  fo  much  elegant  learn- 
ing. There  "^ould  be  little  in  a  fool  doing  it  i 
we  Ihquld  only  Jaugh  \  but  when  a  wife  maa 
docs  it,  we  are  forry.  Other  people  have  ftrange 
notions;  but  they  conceal  them,  If  they  have 
tails,  they  hide  them;  butMqnboddo  is  as  jealous 
of  his  tail  asafquirrel." — I  Ihall  here  put  down 
fome  more  remarks  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  on  Lord 
Monboddo,  which  were  not  m^e  exaAly  at  this 
time,  bxjp  CQii^  in  well  from  conneftion.  He 
faid,  he  did  nbt  approve  of  a  judge's  calling 
Jiimfelf  Farmer  Burnett  *,  and  going  about  with 

a  little 

*  It  it  the  cuftom  in  Scotland  for  the  judges  of  the  Coui;^ 
f  f  Seflioif  to  have  the  title  of  lords^  from  their  cftai^t  i  ?hws 
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1  little  round  hat.  He  laxighcd  heartily  it  his 
IbrdHiip's  faying  he  was  an  entbujiajiical  farnicr  5 
*^  for  (faid  he)  what  can  he  do  in  farming  by 
his  entbufiafm  ?  **  )H[ere,  however,  I  think  Dr. 
Johnfon  nniftaken.  He  who  wiflies  to  be  fuc- 
cefsful,  or  happy,  ought  to  be  cnthufiaftical, 
that  is  to  fay,  very  keen  in  all  the  occupations 
or  diverfions  of  life.  An  ordinary  gentlertian- 
farnier  will  be  Satisfied  with  looking  at  his 
Selds  once  or  twice  a  day.  An  enthuliaftical 
farnfier  will  be  cpnftantly  employed  on  them ; — 
Will  have  liis  mind  earneftly  engaged  5 — will 
talk  perpetually  of.  them.  But  Dr.  Johnfon 
has  much  of  the  nil  admirari  in  fmaller  con-- 
qerns.  That  furvey  of  life  which  gave  birth  to 
liis  Vanity  of  Human  fViJbes  early  Sobered  his 
mind.  Befides,  fo  great  a  mind  as  his  canno( 
be  moved  by  inferior  objedts.  ^n  elephant 
does  not  run  and  fkip  like  leffer  animals. 

Mr.  Robertfon  fent  a  fertant  with  us,  to 
Ihew  us  through  Lord  Findlater*s  woo4>  by 
which  our  way  was  ihortened,  and  we  faw  fome 
part  of  his  domain,  which  is^  indeed  admirably 
laid  out.  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not  chqfe  to  walk 
through  it.     He  always  faid^   that  he  was  not 

Qome 

Mr.  Burnett  it  Lord  Monhoddo,  as  Mr.  Home  was  Lord'Aa«#/. 
There  is  fqmething  a  little  aukward  in  this  $  for  they  are  de- 
nominated in  deeds  by  their  name^^  with  the  addition  of  *^  one 
of  the  Senators  of  the  College  of  Jufticej**  and  fubfcri be  their 
chriftian  and  fur-name,  as  James  Burnettf  Henry  Home^  even 
in  judicial  adt. 
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come  to  Scotland  to  fee  fiae  places,  of 'which 
there  were  enough* in  England  i  but  wild  ob- 
jefts,  —  mountains,  —  water-falls,  —  peculiar 
maoners  s  in  Ihorc,  things  which  he  had  not  feen 
before.  I  have  a  notion  that  he  at  no  time  has 
had  much  tafte  for  rural  beauties.  I  have  my- 
fclf  very  little. 

Dr.  Johnfon  faid.  there  was  nothing  more 
contemptible  than  a  country  gentleman  living 
i>eyond  his  income,  and  every  year  growing 
poorer  and  poorer.  He  fpoke  ftrongly  of  the 
influence  which  a  maa  has  by  being  rich.  ^^  A 
man  (faid  he)  who  keeps  his  money,  has  in 
reality  more  ttfe  from  it,  than  he  can  have  by • 
ipepding  it."  I  obferved  that  this  looked  very 
jike  a  paradox;  but  be  explained  it  thus: 
f^  If  it  were  certain  -that  a  man  would  keep 
his  money  locked  up  for  ever,  to  be  furc  he 
^ould  have  no  iniiuencei  but,  as  fo  many 
want  -money,  and  he  -has  the  power  of  giving 
it,  and  they  know  not  but  by  gaining  his^ffr- 
your  they  may  obtain  it,  the  rich  mail  will  air- 
ways have  the  greateft  influence.  *  He  aga&i 
who  lavifhes  his  money,  is  laughed  at  as 
-foolifli,  and  in  a  great  degree  with  juflicd, 
confidering  how  much  is  fpent  from  vanity, 
Even  thofe  who  partake  of  a  man's  holpits^i^ty, 
have  but  a  tranfient  kindnefs.for  him.  >if)be 
has  not  the  command  of  mqney,  people  know 
he  cannot  help  them,  if  he  would  i   wher^ 
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the  rich  man  always  can,  if  Ke  will,  and  for 
the  chance  of  that,  will  have  much  weight*' — 
BofwelL  "  But  philofophcrs  and  fatyrifts  have 
all  treated  a  mifer  as  contemptible." — Jobnfm. 
^*  He  is  fo  philofophically  5  but  not  in  the 
pradice  of  life." — BofwelL  *'  Let  me  fee  now : 
—I  do  not  know  the  inftinces  of  mifers  in 
England,  fo  as  to  examine  into  their  influ- 
ence."— John/on.  ^'  We  have  had  few  mifers  in 
England." — Bo/well.  "  There  was  Lowther.** — 
Johnfon.  "  Why,  Sir,  Lowther,  by  keeping 
his  money,  had  the  command  of  the  county, 
which  the  family  has  now  loft,  by  fpending  it*. 
I  take  it,  he  lent  a  great  deal  \  and  that  is  the 
way  to  have  influence,  and  yet  preferve  one's 
wealth,  A  man  may  lend  his  money  upon 
very  good  fecurity,  and  yet  have  his  debtor 
much  under  his  power."— 5g/w^//.  **  No  doubt. 
Sir.  He  can  always  diftrefi  hinri  for  the  money; 
as  no  man  borrows,  who  is  able  to  pay  OQ  de« 
mand  quite  conveniently.'* 

We  dined  at  Elgin,  and  faw  the  noble  ruins 
of  .the  cathedral.  Though  it  rained  much.  Dr. 
Johnfon  examined  them  with  a  moft  patient 

attention* 

*  I  do  not  know  what  was  at  this  time  the  ftate  of  the  par- 
liamentary intereft  of  the  ancient  family  of  Lowther  \  a  family 
before  the  Conqaeft.  But  all  the  nation  knows  it  to  be  very 
•xtenfive-at  prefent.  A  due  mixture  of  icverity  and 
kindnefs,  oeconoroy  aad  munificencei  chanAcrife^  its  prefent 
ReprefenutiTC. 
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Attention.  He  could  not  here  feel  any  abhors 
rence  at  the  Scottiih  reformers,  for  he  had 
been  told  by  Lord  Hailes,  that  it  was  deftroyed 
before  the  Reformation,  by  the  Lord  of  Bade* 
noch*,  who  had  a  quarrel  with  the  bifhop. 
The  biihop's  houfe,  and  thofe  of  the  other 
clergy,  which  arc  ftiU  pretty  entire,  do  not 
feem  to  have  been  proportioned  to  the  magni* 
ficence  of  the  cathedral,  which  has  been  of 
great  extent,  and  had  very  fine  carved  work. 
The  ground  within  the  walls  of  the  cathedral  is 
employed  as  a  burying*place.  The  family  of 
Gordon  have  their  vault  here ;  but  it'  has  no* 
thing  grand. 

We  paffed  Gordon  Caftlef  this  forenoon, 
which  has  si  princely  appearance.  Fochabers,  the 

neighbouring 

*  Not  By  bj  Lord  Haileu 

*•  The  cathedral  of  Elgin  was  btirnt  by  the  Lord  of  Bade« 
noch>  becaufe  the  Btihop  of  Moray  had  pronounced  an  award 
.  not  toiiis  liking.  The  indemnification  that  the  fee  obtained, 
was>  that  the  Lord  of  Badenoch  ftood  for  three  days  bare-- 
footed  at  the  great  gate  of  the  cathedral.  The  ftory  it  in  the 
Chartulary  of  Elgin/* 

f  I  am  not  fure  whether  the  duke  was  at  home.  Buti  not 
haying  the  honour  of  being  much  known  to  his  grace^  I  could 
not  have  prefumed  to  enter  his  caftle,  though  to  introduce 
even  fo  celebrated  a  ft  ranger.  We  were  at  any  rate  in  a  hu^ry 
to  get  forward  to  the  wildnefs  which  we  came  to  fee.  Perhaps, 
if  this  noble  family  had  ftill  preferved  that  fequeftered  magni* 
ficence  which  they  maintained  when  catholicks,  correfponding 
with  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  we  might  have  been  in. 
induced  to  have  procured  proper  letters  of  introduAion,  and 
devoted  fome  time  to  the  contemplation  of  venerable  fuperAi* 
iioua  ilat;e. 
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tieiglibourfng  viflage^  h  a  peer  place>  many  of 
%he  houfes  being  ruinous ;  but  it  is  remarkable^ 
4^ey  have  in  general  orchards  well  ftored  with 
a{^le- trees.  Elgin,  has  what  in  England  are 
iCaiied  piaezas,  tliat  run  in  many  j^aces  pn  each 
tide  of  die  ftreet.  It  muft  have  been  a  much 
%eltter  plaice  formerly.  Probably  it  had  piazzas 
lUt  along  the  town^  as  I  ha^e  feen  at  Bologna. 
I  approved  much  of  fuch  ftru£bui«s  in  a  town, 
.t>|i  acqount^f  tbeir  conveniency  in  wet  weather. 
Dr.Johnfon-difapprovcd  of  them,  ^^becaufe  (faid 
%e)it  maikes  die  under^oiyofa  iiouieyery  dark| 
^^i<^  gpeaitly  ov^er-^balances  the  conyeniency, 
when  it  is  confidered  how  fmall  a  part  of  the 
.year  it  rains ;  how  few  are  ufually  in  the  ftreet 
mt  Aidh  'times ;  that  m^ny  who  zve  might  as 
pdl  ht  at  home  i  and  the  little  that  people 
fufFer,  fuppofing  them  to  be  as  much  wet  a$ 
.they  commonly  ^re  in  walking  a  ftreet." 

We  fai«d  but  ill  at  our  inn  here ;  and  Dr. 
Johnfon  faid,  this  was  the  firft  time  he  had 
ijfecn  a  dinner  in. Scotland  that  he  could  not  eat. 

|n  the  afternoon,  we  drove  over  the  very 
'hcath-where  Macbeth  met  the  witches,  accord- 
/ing  to  tradition.  Dr.  Johnfon  again  folemnly 
TTcpcatcd-— 

How  far  is't  called  to  Fores  ?    What  are  t]ief<;« 
So witber'd»  aadfo wild  in  their  actire ? 
That  look  not  like  th'  iohabitaats  o^th'  «arth» 
And  yet  are  cn't  ? 

He 
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He  *  reptated  i  godd  dfcal  mt>re  of  Macbeth. 
His  Recitation  was  grand  and  affcding,  and, 
as  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds  has  obferved  to  me,  had 
no  more  tone  than  it  fhould  have.  It  was  the 
better  For  h.  He  then  parodied  the  M-bail 
of  the  witches  to  Macbeth,  addrcffing  himfelf 
to  m^.  1  ^ad  parchafed  fonte  land  called 
lHail^ldir  \  "and,  as  in  Scotland  it  is  cqftomary 
to  dMHnguifli  landed  nnen  by  the  name  of  their 
eftaftes,  \  had  tht^s  two  tidcfs,  2>^/^Z(«r  and  Young 
Jiucltiinkci.   So  my  fiitnd,  m  imitation  of 

All  hail  Maobeth  !  bail  to  thee.  Thane  of  Cawdor ! 

cohdfcfcefided  to  afnufe  himfelf  with  uttering 
AllhaU  tMhlsir  I  haiUo  thee,  Laird  of  Aochinleck-! 

We  got  *to  Fores  at  night,  and  found  an 
admirable  inn,  in  which  !Dr.  Jolinfon  was 
pleaifcd  t5  meet  wiiJh  a  landlord  who  ftyled  him<- 
fcif  "  Wine-Cooper,  from  Xondon/* 

Friday   ajtb  Aupift, 
It  was  dark  when  we  came  to  Pores  laft 
night ;   fo  -we  did  not  fee  what  is  called  King 
Duncan's  monument.    I  ihall  now  mark  fome 
gleanings  of  Dn  *Johnfon's  converfation.     | 
*^kc  'of  'Ledftiiks,  and  &id  thsere  Were  fotnc 
good  pa&ages  'in  it.'^y^h^.    **  Why,   you 
inuft  feek  for  \hcm."— ^Hc  faid^  Paul  White- 
head's 
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head's  Manners  was  a  p6or  performance.—^ 
Speaking  of  Derrick,  he  told  me /'he  had^i 
kind nt^s  for  him>  and  had  often  ijtid>  that  if 
hii^ttcrs  had  been  written  by  one  of  a  more 
cftabliihed  n^^me^  they  would  have  been 
thought  very  pretty  letters." 

This  morning  I  introduced  the  fubje£l:  of 
the  origin  of  evil--— J^Ajj/b^.  "  Moral  evil  is 
occafioned  by  free  will^  which  implies  choice 
between  good  and  evil.  ^  With  all  the  evil 
that  there  is,  there  is  no  man  but  would  rather 
be  a  free  agent,  than  a  mere  machine  without 
the  evil ;  and  what  is  bed  for  each  individual^ 
ipufl:  be  bed  for  the  whole.  If  a  man  would 
rather  be  the  machine,  I  cannot  argue  with 
him.  He  is  a  different  being  from  me.— 
Bqfwell.  "  A  man,  as  a  machine,  may  have 
agreeable  fenfations  \  for  inlUnce,  he  may  have 
pleafure  in  mufick.*' — Johnfon.  "  No,  Sir,  he 
cannot  have  pleafure  in  mufick,  at  leafl:  fio 
power  of  producing  mufick  5  for  he  who  can 
produce  mufick  may  let  it  alone  :  he  who  can 
play  upon  a  fiddle  may  break  it;  fuch  a  man  is 
not  a  machine."  This  reafoning  fatisfied  me* 
It  is  certain,  there  cannot  be  a  free  agent,  unleis 
there  is  the  power  of  being  evil  as  well  as  good. 
We  mult  take  the  inherent  poflibilities  of 
things  into  confideration,  in  our  reafonings  or 
conjectures  concerning  the  works  of  God. 

Wc 
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.  Wc  came  to  Nairn  to  breakfaft.  Though  a 
county  town  and  a  royal  burgh^  it  is  a  itiifer- 
ablc  place.  Over  the  room  where  we  fat,  a 
girl  was  fpinning  wool  with  a  great  wheel,  and 
finging  an  Erfe  fong.  "  FU  warrant  you  (faid 
Dr.  Johnfon)  one  of  the  fongs  of  Oflian.'*  He 
then  repeated  thefe  lines  : 

Verfe  fweetens  toil,  however  rude  the  found. 

All  at  her  work  the  village  maiden  fings  ; 
Nor  while  ihe  turns  the  giddy  wheel  around. 

Revolves  the  fad  viciffitude  of  things. 

I  thought  I  had  heard  thefe  lines  before. — 
Jobnfon. '  *^  I  fancy  not.  Sir  j  for  they  ar^  in  a 
detached  poem,  the  name  of  which  I  do  not 
remember,  written  by  one  GifFard,  a  parfon." 

I  expefted  Mr.  Kenneth  M'Aulay,  the  mini- 
ftcr  of  Caldcr,  who  publifhed  the  Hiftory  of 
St.  Kilda^  a  book  which  Dr.  Johnfon  liked^ 
would  have  met  us  here,  as  I  had  written  to 
him  from  Aberdeen.  But  I  received  a  letter 
from  him,  telling  me  that  he  could  not  leave 
home,  as  he  was  to  adminifter  the  facrament 
the  following  Sunday,  and  earneftly  requefting 
to  fee  us  at  his  manfe.  "  We'll  go, "  faid 
Dr.  Johnfon  ;  which  we  accordingly  did.  Mrs. 
M^Aulay  received  us,  and  told  us  her  hu/band 
was  in  the  church  diftributing  tokens  *•    We 

arrived 

*  In  Scotland^  there  it  a  great  deal  of  preparation  before  td* 
aimiftrattog  the  facramenu    The  minifter  of  the  parilh  exa* 

mlnet 


axfived  between  twelve  and  one  o^clocHj  9nd 
it  was  near  three  before  he  came  to  us. 

Dr.  Johnfon  thanked  him  for  his  book«  and 
faid  "  it  was  a  very  pretty  piece  of  topography/' 
M^AuIay  did  not  feem  much  to  mind  the 
compliment.  From  his  converfation>  Dn 
Johnfon  was  perfuaded  that  he  had  not  written 
the  book  which  goes  under  his  name*  I  myfelf 
always  fufpefted  fo  $  and  I  have  been  told  it 
was  written  by  the  learned  Dr.  John  M*Pher- 
ibn  of  Sky,  from  the  materials  coUe&ed  by 
M'Aulay.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  privately  to  me, 
•*  There  is  a  combination  in  it  of  which 
M^Aulay  is  not  capable."  However,  he  was 
exceedingly  hofpitable ;  and,  as  he  obligingly 
promifed  us  a  route  for  our  Tour  through  the 
Weftern  Ifles,  we  agreed  to  ftay  with  him  all 
night. 

After  dinner,  we  walked  to  the  old  caftle  of 
Calder, (pronounced  Cawder)  the  Thane  of  Can- 
dor's feat.  I  was  forry  that  my  friendj  this 
**  profperous  gentleman,"  was  not  there.  The 
old  tower  muft  be  of  great  antiquity.  There  is  a 
draw-bridge, — what  has  been  a  moat, — and  an 
ancient  court.    There  is  a  hawthorn-tree>  which 

rifcs 

mines  the  people  9f  to  their  fitnefs,  and  to  thpfe  of  whom  he 
approves  gives  little  pieces  of  tin,  damped  with  the  name  of 
the  partdi,  as  tokens^  which  they  muft  produce  before  receiving 
it.  This  is  a  fpecies  of  prie/lly  power,  and  fometimes  may  be 
ahufed^  I  remember  a  law-fuit  brought  by  a  perfon  againft 
bis  parifli  minlfter,  for  refafiog  him  admlflion  to  that  facred 
ordinance. 
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like  a  wooden  pillar  through  the  roortis  of 
the  caftle^  for,  by  a  ftrange  conceit,  the  walls 
have  been  built  round  it.  The  thicknefs  of  the 
walls,  the  fmall  flaunting  windows,  and  a  great 
iren  door  at  the  entrance  on  the  iccoml  ftory 
as  you  afcend  the  flairs,  all  indicate  the  rudtf 
times  in  which  this  caftle  was  ere6ted.  Ther^ 
were  here  fome  large  venerable  trees. 

I  was  afraid  of  a  quarrel  between  Dr.  Jo4inA>a 
and  Mr.  M^Aulay,  who  talked  flightingly  ^ 
the  lower  Engljfli  clergy.  The  Do&or  gave 
him  a  frowning  look,  and  faid,  *^  This  is  a  day 
of  novelties  :  I  have  (een  old  trees  in  ScocUndf 
and  I  have  heard  theEngliih  clergy  treated  with 
difrefpeft.'^ 

I  dreaded  that  a  whole  evening  at  Calder« 
manfc  Would  be  heavy  ^  however,  Mr.  Grant, 
an  intelligent  and  well-bred  miniftcr  in  the 
neighbourhood,  was  there,  and  aiiifted  us  by 
his  converfation.  Dr.  Johnfon,  talking  ofiie- 
reditary  occupations  in  the  Highlands,  iaid^ 
^^  There  is  no  harm  in  fuch  a  cuftom  as  this  i 
but  it  is  wrong  to  enforce  it,  and  oblige  a 
man  to  be  a  taylor  or.a  fmith,'becaure  his  father 
has  been  one."  This  cuftom,  however,  is  not 
peculiar  to  our  Highlands :  it  is  well  known 
that  in  India  a  fimilar  practice  prevails. 

Mr.  M'Auiay  began  a  rhapfody  againft 
creeds  and  confefiions.  Dr.  Johnfon  ihewed 
that  ^*  what  he  called /m^^iV^,  was  only  a  volun- 
tary 


taty  declaration  of  agreement  in  certain  articles 
of  faithj  which  a  church  has  a  right  to  require, 
juft  as  any  other  focicty  can  infift  on  certain 
rules  being  obferved  by  it's  members.  No- 
body is  compelled  to  be  of  the  ehurch^  as  no* 
body  is  compelled  to  enter  into  a  Ibciety."— 
This  was  a  very  clear  and  juft  view  of  the 
fubjeffc.  But,  M'Aulay  could  not  be  driven 
out  of  his  track.  Dr.  Johnibn  faid,  **  Sir,  you 
arc  a  iigot  to  laxnefs** 

Mr.  M'Aulay  and  I  laid  the  map  of  Scotland 
before  us ;  and  he  pointed  out  a  route  for  us 
from  Invemefs,  by  Fort  Auguftus,  toGlenelg, 
ft  Sky,  Mull,  Icolmkill,  Lorn,  and  Inveraray, 
which  I  wrote  down.  As  my  father  was  to 
begin  the  northern  circuit  about  the  i8th  of 
September,  it  was  neceffary  for  us  either  to 
make  our  tour  with  great  expedition,  fo  as  to 
get  to  Auchinleck  before  he  fet  out,  or  to  pro- 
traft  it,  fo  as  not  to  be  there  till  his  return,  which 
would  be  about  the  loth  of  October.  By 
M'Aulay^s  calculation,  we  were  not  to  land  in 
Lorn  till  the  20th  of  September.  I  thought 
that  the  interruptions  by  bad  days,  or  by  occa* 
lional  excurfions,  might  make  it  ten  days  latere 
and  I  thought  too,  that  we  might  perhaps  go 
to  Bepbedila,  and  yific  Clanranald,  which 
Would  take  a  week  of  itfelf. 

Dr.  Johnfon  went  up  with  Mr.  Grant  to  the 
library,  which  confifted  of  a  tolerable  coUcftion; 

byt 
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t>ut  the  Vo&oT  thought  it  rather  a  fady^s  li-^ 
brary;  witk  feme  Latin  books  ia  it  by  cfaaocc^ 
than  the  library  of  a  c)ergyai«i.  It  had  only 
two  of  the  Latin  fadiera>  and  one  of  the  Greek 
^nes  in  Latiri.  I  doubted  whether  Dr«  Johnfoa 
would  be  prefeot  at  a  Preibyteriaa  prayer*  I 
told  M'Aulaf  fo^  iand  faid  that  the  Deiftor 
might  fit  in  the  library  while  we  were  at  family 
worlhip.  M'Aulay  faid,  he  would  omit  it> 
rather  than  gire  Dr.  Johnfon  ofifence :  But  I 
iR^ld  by  no  meanft  agp^e  that  an  exoeit  ^po* 
Ik^ofs,  even  to  fo  great  ^  mafij  fhotdd  ptwtnf 
irhati  dfteeiti  as  one  of  the  j^eftproiis  MgulatioM^ 
^  know  nothing  more  beneficiad^  rocrccomfdrt^ 
Ablei  more  agreeafadkv  thati  thaiithe  little  focic> 
ties  of  each  fkfrilly  fliould  reeui^y  a^cfttibli^ 
and  unite  in  pralfe  and  prayerto.durjieavenl^ 
Father,  from  Whom  we  diily -liwtdte  io  tnuok 
good,  and  may  hope  fotmbt&yi  aiti}gh«r  ftate 
of  t^iftence.  '  I  n^hti6^  tx^^k  Idhhfoii  the 
over-ddicate  fcrupulbfity  of  ottr '  hoft.;  He  faid 
he  had  rio  objettion  to  ihear  the  waver.'  THU 
VrAs  *plrafing  furpWft  tofne;;  for  he  refufcd  t6 
go  and  hear  PrincipalRbBertfort  prt^hi  ^I 
will  hear  him,  (faid  he)  if  he  will  get  up  irffo  t 
tree  and  preach  i  but  I  will  not  give  a  fan£tio(^ 
ly  my  prefenCf,  ^o  9,  Prcfbytprian  aflprTU)^y/' 
Mr*  Grant  |i^ving.ip»ye4  iPi;,;  itiptofofi 
£ud>»   his  praydr  vfia  a  very  go<id  dhei^^biK 

objcftcd  te  his  A.(jr .  hiviag.  jiitroMfc^^^^  jtTv 
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Lord's  Prayer.  He  told  us,  that  an  Italian  of 
fomc  note  in  London  faid  once  to  him,  **  We 
have  in  oUr  fcrvicc  a.  Eraycr  called  the  Pater 
Noftef',  wluch  is  a  very  fine  comjpofition*  I 
wonder  who  is  the  axithor  of  it.*'— A  fingolar 
inftance  iqf  ignorance  in.  a  man  of.  fomc  litc-^ 
Tatur£*ahd:gencral  mquiry !  '    .     : 


.  :'. 


.    '    . .    ..Saturday^  'i%tb,AufflJi.   .;.      .     .   . 

DTv  Johnfon  had  brought  a  Salluftwith  ium 
in  hi^  pbtket  from  Edinburgh..  He  gayc.^U 
laft  hi^ht  to  Mr>M'Aulay'3  fon,  a  .fmart  youilg 
lad rafaout  eleven  years  old.  Dr.  Johnfon  h&d 
giveii  an  account  of  the  education  ^t  Oxford>  in 
$dl  its. gradations • .  The  advantage  of  being  fa 
ftryijtor  to  a.yotlth  of  little  fortune  ftryck.  Mrs* 
M'Aulay  rtiMch.  I  obfcrved  it  aloud.  Dr. 
Johpfon  ve^y  ]^n4fomely  and  kindly  faid,  that^ 
if  they -would  fend  their*  boy  to  him,  when  he 
was  ^fdy-wrthe  uniyerfity^  he  would  get  him 
m^  a  .,&rvitor|  and  perh^  would  do  more 
for  him. /,  .He  coul^not  promifc  to  do 
piore;  but  woqld  unde^t^^  for  the  f^fyitor- 
fiiip*; 
,  ^  I  Ihould 

-»         r    f  -  -  ,  ' 

*  Dr.  johnfon  did  not  neglect  wfiai  he-had  . undertaken. 

^Bf  HW  4iltercft  with  the  fC^/pr^. Adamsi  mafter  of  Pcmbrbke 

.Cojlcge^  .Pxfcfrd,  where;  h^wjit  ^lucatefl  Uftioxai^  timc»  he 

.  obtained  a  fervitQr/hip  for  youpg  M*i).ub)V  Sut  itfeenMbe. 

'  had  otl^er  views  i  ahd-I  bclfcre  wenYabrbaa.  ''     '  ''~'  ^  ' 

-    JT*   '1  ^ 
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I  Abuld  have  menrioned  that  Mr.  White,  a 
M^elchman,  who  has  been  many  years  faftor 
(/.  r.  iftewardy  on  the  eftate  of  Ckldcr,  drank 
"tea  with  us  laft  night,  upon  getting  a  note  from 
M'Aulay,  and  afked  us  to  his  houfc.  We  had 
not  time  to  accept  of  his  invitation.  He  g^ve 
us  a  letter  of  introduction  to  Mr.  Feme,  matter 
of  ftores  at  Fort  George.  He  fliewed  it  to  me. 
It  recommended  "  two  celebrated  gentlemen ; 
no  lefs  than  Dr.  Johnfon,  author  of  his  DiSionary, 
•— and'Mr.'Bofwell,  known  at  Edinburgh  by 
thenameof  Paoli.*' — He  faid,  he  hoped  I  had 
noobjeftion  to  what  he  had  written  ^^  if  i  had> 
he  would  alter  it.  I  thought  it  was  a  pity  to 
check  his  effiifions,'  and  acquiefced  retaking 
care,  however,  to  fcal  the  letter,  that  it' might 
not  appear  that  I  had  read  iw  ; 

A  converfation  tbbk  place,  about  faying 
grace  at  breakfaft  (as  we  do  in  Scotlahd.)  as  well 
as  at  dinner  and  fuppef ;  in  whick  Dr:  Johnfon 
faid,  "  It  is  enough  if  we  have  fiated.fcafons  of 
pniytr ;  no  matter  when.  A  man  may  as  well 
pray  when  he  mounts  his  horfe,  or  i%  woman 
when  flie  milks  her  cow,  (which  Mr.  Grant  told 
us  ts  doae  in  the  Highlands)  as  at  meals  s  and 
€uftom  is  to  be  followed*.'* 

•  He  could  not  bear  to'havQ  it  thought  that,  in  any  mftanee 

whatever,  the  Scots  are  more  pious  than  the  Englift.'    I  think 

grace  4ia  prowler  at*  break^aft  tis  at  any  other  meal.    It  't%  the 

pleafanteR  meal  we  have.  •  Dr.  Johnfon  ha*  allowed  the  pccu- 

'  liar  werit  of  brcakfaft  m  Scoilanil . 

K  2  We 
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Wc  prpctcdcd  to  Fort  George.  -  Whcrrwe 
cattle  into  the  fquarc^  I  fent  a  foldier  with  the 
letter  t;e  Mr.  Fcrne.  He  came  to  us  imme- 
^httiy,  and  along  with  him  came  Major 
Brmfe  of  the  Engineers,  pronounced  Bruce. 
He  faid  he  believed  it  was  originally  the  fame 
Norman  name  with  Bruce.  That  he  had  dined 
at  a  houfe  in  London,  where  were  diree  Bruces, 
one  c^  the  Irilh  line,  one  of  the  Scottifh  line^ 
imd  himfelf  ci  the  Engliih  line.  He  faid  he 
waa  fhewn  it  in  the  Herald's  office  fpclt  fourr- 
Keen  different  ways*  I  told  him  the  different 
fellings  c^  my  name*  Dr.  Johnfon  obferyed, 
•l^at  there  had  been  greiiat  difputes  about  the 
spelling  of  Shakipeare's  name ;  at  lafl:  it  ^a$ 
thought  it  wo^ld  be  fettled  by  looking  at  the 
original  copy  of  hi3  will  J  but,  upon  examining 
it,  he  WW  found  to  have  written  it  himfelf  no 
lefs  than  thrice  different  ways. 

Mr.  Ferne  and  Major  Brewfe  firft  carried  us 

to  wait  on  Sir  Eyre  Coot^,  whofc  regiment, 

the  37th,  was  lying  here,  and  who  then  com* 

*  niandcdthe  fort*    He  afkcd  us  to  4inc  with 

liim,  which  we  agreed  to  do. 

Before  dinner  we  examihed  the  fort.  The 
Major  explained  the  fbrtificatioh  to  iw,  and 
Mr.  Feme  gave  us  an  account  of  the  (lores. 
I>r.  Johnfon  talked  of  the  proportions  of  char- 
coal  and  falt-petrc  in  making  gunpowder,  of 
graft«lating  it,  and  of  giving  it  a  glofs.    He 

made 
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inadc  a  v^  good  figure  upon  thefe  tbpicki* 
He  faid  to  me  afterwards^  that  **  he  had  talked 
^^/tf/ifl/8^-"— We  repofed  ourfelvcs  a  little  la 
Mn  Ferness  hoofe.  He  had  erery  thing  itt 
neat  order  as  in  England;  and  a  tolerable 
colhflion  of  books.  I  lodeed  inft>  Pennant's 
Tour  in  Scotland.  He  fays  little  of  this  fort  i 
but  that  f^  the  barracks^  &c.  -femn  feveral 
ftreets/'  This  is  aggrandifing.  Mr.  Ferne  ob^ 
fcrviedj  if  he  had  fiud  they  form*  a  fquare>  with 
a  row  of  buildings  before  it>  he  would  have 
girf n  a  jufter  defcription.  Dr.  Johnfbn  re- 
inarked>  ^  how  leldom  deici4ption8  correlpond 
with  realities  i  and  the  reafon  is^  that  people 
do  not  write  them  till  fome  time  after^  and 
then  their  imaj^nation  has  added  drcumt-* 
ftahces/* 

We  talked  of  Sir  Adolphus  O«ightoii.  Tht 
Major  faid,  he  knew  a  great  deal  for  a  military 
Tnzn.*^Jobnfon.  **  Sir^  you  will  find  few  men^ 
of  any  profeillon^  who  know  more.  SirAdol* 
phus  is  a  very  extraordinary  mani  a  man  of 
boundlefs  curiofity  and  unwearied  diligence/* 

I  know  not  how  the  Major  contrived  to  in- 
troduce the  conteft  between  Warburton  and 
|Lowth,^*-r7^i;j/&».."  Warburton  kept  his  temper 
allalong>  while  Lowth  was  ifl  a  paflioa.  Lowth 
publiihed  fome  of  Waiiiurton'a  letten.  War- 
burton  drew  Urn  on  to  write  fome  very  abufive 
^tftf^  wd  then  alked  his  ^ave  to  publiih 
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thcgij  jjvhich:  he  knjew/Lowth  could  not  rcftjfc, 
,  after  what  be  had  dope.  So  that  Warburton 
cont^'ijtfed.  tha^t  he  ffaould  publilbj  apparently 
with  Jn^tl^'iS  CQnfent,  w^at  could  not  but  fhew 
Lowth  in  a  difadvantageous  light* '%. 
.  At  three  the  drum  beat  for  dinner.  1,  for  2, 
little  while,  fancied  myfelf  a  military  man,  and 
it  pleafcd  me.  We  went. to  Sir  Eyre  Coote's, 
at  the  governor's  houfe,  and  found  him  a  mofb 
geiuleman-like*  man.  .His  lady  is  a  very 
agreeable  woman,  with  an  uncommonly  mild 
and  fweet  tone  of  voice.  There  was  a  pretty 
•  large  company :  Mr.  Feme,  Major  Brewfe,  and 
feveral  officers*  /Sir  Eyre  had  come  from  the 
Eaft-radies,,by.lajjd,  through  the  Defarts  of 
Arab/p.^  MSiS?'^^  W^.^  !^^  Ai'^bs  could  liye  five 
days  without  viftuals,  and  Tubfift  for  three 
Wffks  on  •jjQthing  clip  but  the  blood  of  their 
camels),  Vho  could  Jofe  fg.  much  of  it  as  woujid 
fuifice.f^r  fhat  time,  without  being  exhauftcd. 
Jle  highly  prajfed  the  virtue  of  the  Arabs  j 
jbcir,.ficiclityVif  they  undertook  to  conduA  any 
pcrfons  andfaid,  they  would  facrifice  their  lives 
rather  than  let  him  be  robbed.  Dr.  Johnfon, 
who  Is  always  ibr  maintaining  ?he  fuperiority 
cf  civijized.  over  uncivilized  men,  faid,  "  Why^ 

Sir, 

.  •  •,  BereJDr.  Johnfon  gave  uj  part  of  a  converfatibn  bcJd  be- 
twecD  a  Great  Perfonage- and  him,    in  the  library  at  the 
'Qjieen^i  Palace,  in  the  courfe  of  which  this  conteft  was  confi* 
-  dered.     I  bave  been'  at  great  paina>o  get  that  copverfatrod  ar 
•  pfrfe^ly  preferved  a$  poffiblc*  It  will  appear  in  pr.  Johnfoo*9 
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Sir,  I  can  fee  no  fupcrior  virtue  in  this.  \A 
ferjeant  and  twelve  men,  who  are  my  guards 
will  die,  rather  than  that  I  fliall  be  robbed." — 
Colonel  Pennington,  of  the  37  th  regiment, 
took  up  the  argument  with  a  good  deal  of  fpirit 
and  ingenuity. — Pemingtw.  *^  But  the  ibldiers 
are  compelled  to  this,  by  fear  of  puniihment/' 
-^John/on.  "  Well,  Sir,  the  Arabs  are  compelled 
by  the  fear  of  inhmy.'*r^Pemington.  **  Thfe 
foldiers  have  the  fame  fear  of  infamy,,  and  the. 
fear  of  punifiiment  befides ;  fo.  have  lefs  virtue, 
becaufe  they  aft  lefs  voluntarily." — Ladjr 
Coote  obfcrvcd  very  well,  that  it  ought  to  be 
Jcnown  if  there  was  not,  among  the  Arabs, 
fome  punifhment  for  not  being  faithful  on  fuch 
occaiions. 

We  talked  of  the  ftage.  I  obferved,  that  we 
bad  not  now  fuch  a  company  of  aftors  as  in  the 
laft  agej  Wilks,  Booth.tc^.icc.^Joknfan.  *<  You 
think  ioy  becaufe  there  is  one  who  excels  all 
the  reft  *  fp  much :  yqu  compare  them  with 
Garriefc,  and  fee  the  deficiency.  Garrick's 
great  (diftinftion  is  Ijis  univerfaljty.  He  can 
reprefent  all  modes  of  life,  but  that  of  an  e.a(y 
fine-bred  gentleman.*' — Pftminpon.  "He  fhould 
give  over  playing  young  p^rts^-^Jobn/bn.  "He 
does  not  take  them  now ;  but  he  does  not  leav^ 
off  thofe  which  he  has  jbeen  ufed  to  play^  be* 
caufe  he  does  them  better  than  any  one  elfe 
can  do  them.  If  you  had  generation*  of  afton> 

Ki^  if 


ifthfy  fmtmoi  )ik€  bees,  the  young  o9e$ 
might  Arxfs  off  the  old^  Mrs,  Gibber^  Ithinki 
got  mort  reputation  thaii  Qac  defenredy  as  (he 
had  ^  grjttt  feroencl^  ^  {hough  hpr  exprdfioci 
was  tuKloobtcdly  ycty  fific  Mrs*  Cliys  was 
tte  bdl  f^nJ^et  I  mr  Ikw^  Mf s,  Pricchard  was  sf 
yetj  good  erne ;  but  ihi&l\9d  fomething  alfe&ec} 
^A  tor  n^aoMr:  I  imagine  jhc  had  fome 
plaj^r  of  the  former  age  in  her  cyt,  which  qc« 
ctfioned  it/' 

Colonel  Pennington  faid^  Qarrick  fometimea 

fUted  m  emphafis ;  as  for  inflance>  in  Hundit^ 

'  .    *  - '        * 

I  will  ijpeak  ddggfrixo  her  $  but  ale  now. 

inftca4  of 

I  wijl  j^^^i  daggers  to  \it\  \  bat  »/^  noac.^ 

:  Wc  ba4  ^  dinner  of  two  con^pleat  courfesji 
variety  of  wines»  and  the  regimental  band  fJi 
fimliak  pUying  in  th^  fquare^  before  the  win* 
dqvf^^  after  it*  ^  I  enjoyed  this  day  much.  Wq 
ivere  quii:e  eafy  and  cheerful.  Dr.  Johnfoi^ 
faidy  *^  \  (hall  aiwap  remember  this  fort  with 
jgr^titude/'  X  q^ld  not  help  being  ftruck 
with  ibjuie  admiration,  at  finding  upon  this 
barren  &ndy  pointj  fuch  buildingSj^-^fuch  a 
di|iner)«**-fuch  company.  It  was  lilce  enchant- 
Qient.  Dr.  Johnfo^^  on  the  other  haiKlj  faid  to 
ine  moi^o  rationally,  that  ^^  it  did  nQt  (bike 
hm  ^  Aoy  thiDg  extragrdrioary  \  becaufe  he « 

''     ■  ^  ^'      '  '*  '.        •  knew 
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^  kneW)  here  was  %  large  fum  of  monef  expended 
in  building  a  fort ;  here  was  a  regiment.  If 
there  had  b^n  lefs  than  what  we  found/  it 
would  have  furprized  him*''  -fit  looked  cooUf 
and  deliberately  through,  all  the  gradations* 
Mj  warm  imagination  jumped  from  the  barren 
fands  to  the  fplendid  dinner  fotd  brilliant  com* 
pany.    Like  the  h^  in  Lcve  in  a  HolUvo  TV/fj 

**  Without  ands  or  ifs, 
**  I  kapt  from  off  the  fands  upon  the  clilFs.'* 

The  whole  fcene  gave  me  a  ftrong  impreffion  Of. 
the  power  and  excellence  of  human  art. 

We  left  the  fort  between   fix   and  ftvea 
o'clock.    Sir  Eyre  Coote^  Colonel  Pennington^ 
jind  feveral  more^  accompanied  tis  down  fbura> 
and  faw  us  into  our  chailb.    There  could  not 
be  greater  attention  paid  to  any  rifitors.    Sir 
£yre  fpoke  of  the  hardflups  which  Dr.  Johnfoa 
}iad  before  hini. — B$fw€lL  ^'  Coofidering  what 
he  has  faid  of  us,  we  muft  make  him  feel  fomc« 
thing  rough  in  Scotland."-^Sir  Eyre  faid  ta 
Jiim,  ff  You  muft  change  your  Aame>  Sir/'—' 
^o/wilL  ff  Aye,  to  Dr.  McGregor." 

We  got  fafely  to  Invernefs>  and  put  up  at 
Mackenzie's  inn.  Mr.  Keith>  the  colleftor  of 
Excife  here*  my  old  acquaintance  at  Ayr^  who 
had  feen  us  at  theFort>yifited  us  in  the  evening, 
^nd  engaged  us  to  dine  with  him  next  day, 
promifing  to  breal^faft  with  us^  and  take  us 
*""  ■       •  to 
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il>  the  EngH/h  chapel ;  fo  that  we  were  at  once' 
commodioufly  arranged. 

Not  findiJig  ^  letter  here  that  I  cxpefted,  I 
felt  a  momeiicary  impatience  to  be  at  home. 
Tranfient  clouds  darkened  my  imagination, 
9nd  in  thofe  clouds  I  faw  events  from  which  I 
ihrunk ;  but  a  fent^nce  or  two  of  the  Rambler^ s 
cpnverfacion  gave  me  firmnefs,  and  I  coti^ 
iidered  that  I  was  upon  an  expedition  for 
which  I  Had  wiflied  for  years,  and  the  rec(^lec- 
tion  of  which  wQuld  be  a  tr^afgre  to  me  for 
Bfe, 

Sunday y  2gfb  jhgujf. 

. '  Mr.  Keith  breakfafted  with  us.  Dr.  Johnfbn 
csxpatiated  rather  too  ftrongly  upon  the  benefits 
derived  to  Scotland  from  the  Union,  and  the 
had  ftate  of  our  people  before  it.  I  am  enter-^ 
tained  with  his  copious  exaggeration  upon  that 
£it^e6i: ;  but  I  am  uneafy  when  people  are  by, 
who  do  not  know  him  as  well  as  I  do,  and  may 
ha  apt  to  think  him  harrow-minded*.  I  there-' 
fore  diverted  the  fubjcft. 

The  Englifti  chapel,  to  which  we  went  this 
morning,  was  but  mean.  The  altar  was  a 
bare  fir  table,  with  a  coarfe  ftool  for  kneeling 
on,  covered  with  a  piece  of  thick  fail-cloth 
doubled,  by  way  of  cuihion.    The  congrega* 

tion 

*  It  is  reiptrkabU  that  Dr.  Johnfon  read  thi)  gentle  re<* 
monftrance,  and  took  no  notict  of  it  to  mc» 
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tioo  was  fmail.  Mr.  Taitj  the  •  clergynumt 
read  prayers  very  well,  though  with  much  o£ 
the  Scotch  accent.  He  preached,  pn  **  Lave 
your  Enemies y  It  was  remarkable  that,  when 
talking  of  the  connedtions  amongll  men,  he 
faid,  that  fome.  connefted  themfelves  with  mea 
ofdiflinguifhed  talents,  and  fince  they  could 
not  equal  them,  tried  to  deck  themfelves  with 
their  merit,  by  being  their  companions.  The 
fentence  was  to  this  purpofe.  It  had  an  odd 
coincidence  with  what  might  be  faid  of  my 
conncfting  myfelf  with  Dr.  Johnfon.    * 

After  church,  we  walked  down  to  the  Quay* 
We  then  went  to  Macbeth's  caftle.  I  had  a 
romantick  fatisfadbion  in  feeing  Dr.  Johnfon 
a<5tually  in  it.  It  perfedly  correfponds  with 
Shakfpeare's  defcription^  which  Sir  Jofhua 
Reynolds  has  fo  happily  illuftrated^  in  one  of 
his  notes  on  our  immortal  poet : 

**  This  cafUe  hath  a  pleafant  feat :  the  air 
f'  Nimbly  and  fweetly  recommends  Itfelf 
**  Unto  our  gentle  fenfe>"  &€• 

Juft  as  we  came  out  of  it,  a  raven  perched  on 
pne  of  the  chimney  tops,  and  croaked.  Then 
J  repeated 

•— **  The  raven  himfelf  is  hoarie, 

"  That  croaks  the  fatal  enterance  of  Duncan 
f  *  Under  my  battlements." 
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*  Wc  dined  at  Mr.  Keith's.  Mrs.  Keith  vtzi 
rather  too  attentive  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  afking  him 
many  queftions  about  his  drinking  only  water. 
He  reprefied  that  obfcrvation,  by  faying  to 
me,  «  You  may  remember  that  Lady  Errol 
took  no  notice  of  this.'* 

Dr.  Johnfon  has  the  happy  art  (for  which  I 
have  heard  my  father  praife  the  old  Earl  of 
Aberdeen)  of  inftrufting  himfelf,  by  making 
trvery  man  he  meets  tell  him  fomething  of 
what  he  knows  beft.  He  led  Keith  to  talk  to 
hinfi  of  the  Excife  in  Scotland,  and,  in  the 
coude  of  'converfation,  mentioned  that  his 
fnend  Mr.  Thral?,  the  great  brewer,  paid 
twenty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  to  the  revenue ; 
itnd  that  he  h^d  fbur  cafks,  each  of  which  holds 
lixteen  hundred  barrels,«p^abovc  a  thoufand 
hogfheads. 

After  this  there  was  little  cpnverfation  that 
deferves  to  be  remembered.  J  fhall  therefore 
here  again  glean  what  I  have  omitted  on 
former  days.  Dr.  Gerrard,  ^t  Aberdeen,  tol4 
vs, '  that  when  he  was  in  Wales,  he  wa§  fhewn 
«  valley  inhabited  by  Dane;,  who  ftill  retain 
their  own  language^  and  are  quite  a  diftinft 
people.  Dr.  Johnibn  thought  it  .could  ntft  be 
true,  or  all  the  kingdom  muft  have  heard  of  it. 
He  faid  to  me,  as  wc  travelled,  '*  thefe  people^^ 
Sir,  that  Gerrard  talks  of,  may  have  fomewhat 
•f  a  feregrinitf  in  their  dialeft,  which  relation 

has 


has  a^i^etited  cx>  a  different  language/'  | 
aiked  him  if  perq^finitywu  an  Englifh  word? 
Ht  laughed^  and*  iaid,  *^  No.^*  I  told  hiip 
this  was  th^  fccond  time  that  I  had  heard  him 
coin  a  word*  When  Foote  broke  his  leg,  I 
obferved  that  it  would  make  him  fitter  for 
taking  ofFGeorgc^aulkner  as  Peter  Paragraph, 
poor  George  baying  a  wpodcn  leg.  Dr.  John- 
iba  at  that  time  faid«  '^  George  will  rejoice  at 
ffac  dipidikUicn  of  Foote ;"  and  when  I  chal- 
lenged that  word^  laughed,  and  owned  he  had 
made  it  J  and  added  that  he  l^ad  not  made 
aboire  three  or  four  in  his  Di£Uonary*« 

Having  condudcd  Dr.  Johnfon  to  our  inn, 
^  ^gged  permiiTion  to  leave  him  for  a  little, 
that  I  nhight  run  about  and  pay  fome  fhort  vi^ 
fits  to  feveral  good  people  of  Invernefs.  He 
faid  to  me,  ^^  You  have  all  the  old-faihioned 
priaciples,  good  and  bad/'-^^I  acknowledge  I 
have*  That  of  attention  to  relations  in  the 
remoteft  degree,  or  to  worthy  perfons  in  every 
ftate  whom  I  have  once  known,  I  inherit  froni 
my  father.  It  gave  me  much  fatisfadion  to 
hear  every  body  at  Inverne&  fpeak  of  him  with 

uncommon 

*  WKen  npfon  the  f«bf«i^  of  tbtt. /#fifridf^j  he  told  mi 
fome  pKrticultrs  coo cerniiig, the  compilation  of  his  DiAioiiftry^ 
and  concerning  his  throwing  off  Lord  Chcfterfie]d*8  patronage, 
of  which  very  erfoneoos  accounts  have  been  ciitulated.  Thcfia 
particolars,  with -others  which  he  afterwarda  gave  me^^it  tUa. 
his  celebrated  Utter,  to  Lord  Cbsfterfie]d>  which  hfl  diftatcd  ftik^^ 
wet— I  refcarve  tor  his  *<  LxFB.** 
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iincommon  regarc!. — ^Mr.  Keith  ^nd  Mr.GrMt^ 
tvhom  we  had  fecn  at  Mr.  M^Aulay's,  flipped 
^ith  us  at  the  infi.  Wc  hadroafted  kid,  which 
Dr.  Johnfbn  had  never  taftcd  before.  He  re- 
lifhed  it  mucKV^ 


*/  *  MQfiadyy  ^otb  Augufi. 
This  day  we  Svfetfe  to  begin  crur  equifathn,  as 
X  faid  J  for  /  wotfld  needs  make  a  word  tooi 
Jt  is  rem ^i'kabfe;  that  nny  noWe,  and  to  me  nioft 
conftantfh>AcJ;* the  Earl  o(  Pemhrokei  (who, 
if  there  is  too'n^pjch  eafe  on  my  part,  will- be 
pleafed  'to  pandoo  what  his  benevolent,  ga^> 
fbcial  irttercburfe,  and  lively  corrcfpondencc, 
have  infehfibiy* 'produced)  has  fince  hit  upon 
the  very  fame'' word.  The  title 'ot  the  firft 
edition  of  his  lordfliip^'s  very  ufeful-'  book  Wias> 
in  fimpre'  tcrmsi  "A  Method  of  breaking 
Rorfes,  and  teachings  Soldiers  to  tide.**  Ikh^ 
title  of  the  fetrdnd  edition  is,    *^  Militarv 

EdyiTA'-rtoV?*'-'    ■ 

We  migfjt  have^  taken  a  chaifcto  Fort  Au- 
iguftus ;  but,  had  we  not  hired  horfes  at  Invcr* 
iricfs,  we  Ihould  not  have  found  them  afterw^s* 
So  we  refolved  to  begin  here  to  ride.  Wc 
had  three  horfes,  for  Dr.  Johnfon,  myfclf,  and 
Jofeph,  and  one  which  carried  our  portman- 
teaus, and  two  Highlanders  who  walked  along 
Wth  us,  John  Gray  and  Lauchlan  Va&,  whom 
Dr.  Johnfon  has  remembered  with  credit  in  his 

JouRN-Eir 
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JouRKEY,  though  be  has  omTtted  their  names. 
Dr.  Johnfon  rod«  veryweH, 
:    About  three  mik?  beyond  Invcrilefs,  we  law, 
juft  by  the  road>  :a  very  compleat  fpecimen  of 
wh^t  is  called; a  Druid's  temple.    There  was  a 
.  .double  circle,  one  of  very  large,  the  other  of 
fmaller  ftones.  Dr  Johnfon  juftly  obferved,  that; 
f ^.  tQ  go  and  fee;  pnc  druidicd  .temple  is  only  to  fee 
jth^  it  is*  nothing,;  for.  there  is  neither  art  nor 
pH^T  in  it  ;.♦  ^d4  feeing  ohfc  is  quite  enough/* 
[  ;-It  was  a  4^1ightA]}  day.   r  Lochnefs,  and  the 
toad  upon  thefid6  of  it,   fliaded  wkh  birch 
JtCQC^yi^nd  the  hiUs.above  it, :  pleafed  us  much. 
The  fcene  was  as   fequeftered  and  agreeaUf 
wild  as  could  be  xlefired,  and  for  a  time  en- 
grofled  all  our  attention. 

To  fee  Dr.  Johnfon  In  any  new  fituation  is 
miways  an  interefting  objeft  to  me ;  and,  as  I 
faw  him  now  for  the  firft  time  on  horfe-back, 
jaunting  about  at  his  eafe  in  queft  of  pleafure 
and  novelty,  the  very  different  occupations  of 
his  f5rmfer  laborious  life,  his  admirable  produc- 
tions, his  London^  his  Rambier^  &c.  &c.  im- 
mediately pFefcnted  themfelvcs  to  my  miridi 
and  the  contraft  made  a  ftrong  impreffion  on 
my  imaglnationi 

When  we  had  iaidvanced  a  good  way  by  the 
fide  of  Lochnefs,  I  perceived  a  little  hut,  with 
an  old-looking  woman  at  the  door  of  it.  I 
thought  here  might  be  a  fcene  that  would 

amufc 
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Mvmfe  tk.  JcBmioQ ;  ib  I  mentioned  !t  to  Kicn> 
*'  Let's  go  in/*  faid  he.  So  wc  ditmounced, 
and  ive  zttd  our  guides  entered  the  hut«  It 
was  a  wretched  lkt^  horvel  of  earth  on>I)r»  I 
think»  and  for^  window  had  only  a  fmalj  bcde, 
inrhich  was  flapped  witit  a  piete  of  tarf>  that  wa^ 
taken  otort  o^arfionidly  to  let  in  light,  ik  the 
middle  of  the  coostfi  or  fpaee  which  we  entered; 
was  a. fine  o£. peat,  the  fmoke  going  out  4€  a 
hde  in  the  roof^  She  had  a  pot  upon  it,  wilft 
goatfs  ileihy  boiling*  There  was  at  one  end 
ilnder  the  facne  roof,  but  divided  by  -a  kind 
of  partition .  xnade  of  wattles,  a  pen  or  fold  in 
wbich  we  faw.a.good  many  kids^ 
.  Dr.  Johefon  was  .cvrbus  to  know  where  £be 
fiept.  I  afked  one  of  the.  guides,  who  quef^ 
tioaed  her  i^^  I^rfe*  She  angered  .wish  a  tone 
of  emotion,  fayingj^  (as  be  told  us)  ibe  was 
afraid  we  wanted  to  go  to  bed  to  hen  This 
coquetry  J  or  whatever  it  maybe  called,  of  fo 
wretched  a  bfjng^  waa  truly  lodicrous.  Dn 
John^n  and  I  aiterwards  were  merry  upon  it; 
I  (aid,  it  was  he  who  alarmed  the  poor  Woman 'r 
virtue. — "  No,  Sir,  (faid  he)  (he'll  fay>  *  tfaere^ 
came  a  wicked  young  fellow,  a  wild^d<^,  who 
I  believe  would  have  raviflied  me,  had  there 
not  been  with  him  a  grave  6ld  gcntle|nan>  who 
repreflcd  hhn :  bnt  when  he  gets  out  of  die 
fight  of  his  t«tor,  FU  warrant  you  hcfU  fpare 
ao  womanr  he  meets>  young  or  old/'^— ^'  No( 

Sir, 
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Sir,  (I  replied)  (he'll  fay/  « There  was  a  terrible 
ruffian  who  would  have  Forced  me,  had  -it  not 
been  for  a  civil  deceht  young  man,  who, 
I  take  it,  Vrzs  an  angel  fent  from  heaven  to 
proteft  me/* 

•  D.r.  Johnfon  would  not  hilrt  htr  delicacy,  by 
infifting  on  "  feeing  her  bed  chamber,"  like 
Archer  in  the  Bsaux  Stratagem.  But  my  curi- 
ofity  was  more  ardent;  I  lighted  a  piece  of 
paper,  and' went  into  the  place  where  the  bed 
was.  There  was  a  little  partition  of"  wicker, 
rather  more  neatly  done  than  the  one  for  the 
fold,  and  clofe  by  the  wall  was  a  kind  of  bed- 
ftead  of  wood  with  heath  upon  it  by  way  of 
bed ;  at  the  foot  of  which  I  faw  fome  fort  of 
blankets  or  covering  rolled  up  in  a  heap.  The 
woman's  name  was  Frafer;  fo  was  her  huf- 
band's.  He.  was  a  man  of  eighty.  Mr.  Frafcr 
of  Balnain  allows  him  to  live  in  this  hut,-  and 
keep  fixty  goats,  for  taking  care  of  his  woods^ 
where  he  then  was.  They  'had  five  children,  the 
cldeft  only  thirteen.  T^iiro  were  gone  to  In- 
vcrnefs  to  buy  meal;  the  reft  were  looking 
after  the  goats.  This  contented  family  ha4 
four  ftacks  of  barley,  twenty-four  flieaves  in 
each.  They  had  a  few  fowls.  We  were  informed 
that  they  lived  all  thd  fpring  without  meal^ 

upon  milk  and*  curds  and  whey  alone. '  What 
they  get.  for  their  goats,  kids,  and  fowls,  main- 
tains them  xluring  the  reft  of  the  year. 

L  She 
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She  afked  us  to  fit  down  and  take  a  drains 
I  faw  one  ch^ir.  .  She  faid^  (he  was  as  happy: 
'  as  any  vfoman  in  Scotland,  She  could  hardly 
4>eak  any  Engliih^  except  a  few  detached- 
words.  Dr.  Johnfon  was  pleafed  at  feeing^ 
for  the  firft  time^  fuch  aftate  of  human  life. 
She  afked  for  fnuff.  It  is  her  luxupy^  and  ihe 
ufes  a  great  deaU  We  had  none  j  but  gave  her 
fijcpence  a  piece*  She  then  brought  out  her 
whiflcy  bottle.  I  tafted  it;  as  did  Jofeph 
and  our  guides.  So  I  gave  her  fixpencQ 
snore.  She  fent  us  away  with  many  praytrs  ia 
Erie. 

We  dined  at  a  little  publick  houfe  called 
the  GeneraVs  Hut,  from  General  Wade,  who 
was  lodged  there  when  he  commanded  in  the 
Norths  Near  it  is  the  meaneft  parilh  Kirk  I 
ever  faw.  it  is  a  fhame  it  fhould  be  on  a  high 
road.  After  dinner,  we  paffed  through  a 
good  deal  of  mountainoud^  country.  I  had 
known  Mr.  Trapaud>.  the  deputy  governour  of 
Fort  Auguftua,  twelve  years  ago,  at-  a  circuit 
at  Invernefs,  where  npy  father  was  judge.  I 
fent  forward  one  of  our  guides,  and  Jofeph, 
with  a  card  to  him,  that  he  might  know  Dr. 
Johnfon  and  I  were  coming  up,  leaving  it  to 
him  to  invite  us  or  not.  It  was  dark  when  we 
arrived.  The  inn  was  wretched.  Government 
QUght  to  build  one,  or  give  the  refidc;ht  gover- 
nour an  additional  falary ;  as,  in  the  p'refent  ftate 

•     :     •  "  '  of 
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of  things,  he  mufi  neccfiarily  be  put  to  a  great 
ei;pence  in  entertaining  travellers.  Jofeph 
announced  to  u3>  when  we  alighted,  that  the 
goyernour  waited  for  us  at  the  gate  of  the  fort* 
We  walked  to  it.  He  met  us,  and  with  much 
civility  conducted  us  to  his  houfe.  It  wto 
comfortably  to  find  ourfeives  in  a  well-built 
little  fquare,  aqd  a  neatly  furnifhed  houfe,  in 
good  conipany,  and  with  a  good  fupper  before 
w  s  ijn  ^rt,  with  all  the  conveniencies  o^  civi* 
lifbcd  li^  i^  the  mldft  of  rude  nnountains.  N^rs. 
Tr^paudj  and  the  governour's  daughter,  and  her 
h^fbuidp  Captain  Newmarih^  were  all  moft  ob» 
lig^lig  aad  polite.  The  governour  had  excellent 
animal  ipirits^  the  conVerfation  of  a  foldier» 
^d  fomewhat  of  a  Frenchi^nan,  to  which  his 
extraction  entitles  him.  He  is  brother  to  Ge-- 
i>£ral  Cyrus  Trapaud,  We  p^tfled  a  very  agree* 
able  evening. 

Tuefdayy  31/  Aupijf; 

The  governour  has  a  very  good  gaideo.  We 
lodced  at  it,  and  at  all  the  reft  of  the  fort,  which 
is  but  iinall,  and  may  be  commanded  from  a 
variety  of  hills  around.  We  alfo  looked  at  the 
galley  or  floop  belonging  to  the  fort,,  which 
fails  upon  the  Loch,  and  brings  what  is  wanted 
for  the  garrifon.  Captains  Urie  and  Darippe^ 
of  the  15  th  regiment  of  foot,  breakfafted  with 
vs.    They  had  ferved  in  America^  and  enter^ 

L  2  tained 
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tained  Dr.  Johnfon  much  with  an  account  of 
the  Indians.  He  faid, .  he  could  make  a  very 
pretty  book  out  of  them>  were  he  to  ftay  there. 
Governor  Trapaud  was  much  ftruck  with  Dr. 
Johnfon.  **  I  like  to  hear  him,  (faid  he)  it  is 
fb  majeftick.  I  fhould  be  glad  to  hear  him 
fpeak  in  your  court/' — He  preffed  us  to  ftay 
dinner  $  but  I  confidered  that  we  had  a  rude 
road  before  us,  which  we  could  more  eafily  en- 
counter in  the  morning,  and  that  it  was  hard  to 
fay  when  we  might  get  up,  were  we  to  fit  down 
to  good  entertainment,  in  good  company:  I 
therefore  begged  the  govcrnour  would  excufe 
us.  Here,  too,  I  had  another  very  pleafing 
proof  how  much  my  father  is  regarded.  The 
governour  exprefled  the  higheft  refpcft  for  him, 
and  bade  me  tell  him,  that,  if  he  would  come  that 
way  on  a  circuit  to  Invernefs,  he  would  do  him: 
all  the  honours  of  the  garrifon. 

Between  twelve  and  one  we  fet  out,  and 
travelled  eleven  miles,  through  a  wild  country, 
till  we  came  to  a  houfe  in  Glennwrifon,  called 
Anocb^  kept  by  a  McQueen*.  Our  landlord 
was  a  fenfible  fellow :  he  had  learnt  his  gram- 
mar, 

*'  A  McQueen  it  a  Highknd  mode  of  expreflion.  An  £ng- 
Iifhnian  would  (ay  one  M*Queen.  But  where  there  are  clans 
or  tribes  of  men,  diilinguiihed  by  pmtrot^fwuck  furDamea,  the 
individuals  of  ea«h  are  coniidered  as  if  they  were  of  different 
fpeciesy  at  teaft  as  much  at  nations  are  diftinguiflied  j  fo  that  a 
.M*^entf  a  M'Donaldf  a  M^Ltam^  i«  faid,  M  wc  faj:  t- 
FreQchman,  an  Italian,  a  Spaniaid-. 
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.taar,'  and  Dr.  Johnfon  juftly  obfenred^  t!hat 

.  '<  a  m&n  is  the  better  for  that  as  long  as  he 
riv«s."    There  were  fome  books  here  :  aTrea- 

^tife  .againft  Drunkennefs,  tranflated  from  the 
French ;  a  volume  of  the  Spectator  j  a  volume 
cf  Prideaux's  Connexion,  and  Cyruses  Travels* 
McQueen  faid  he  had  more  volumes  s  and  his 

'  |)ride  feemed  to  be  much  piqued  that  we  were 
furprifed  ft. his  having  books« 

Near  to  this  place  we  had  pafled  a  party  of 
foldiers^  under  a  ferjeant's  command,  at  work 

.•vpoR  the  road.  We  gave  them  two  ihillings  to 
drink.    They  came  to  our  inn>  and  made  merry 
in  the  barn.    We  went  and  paid  them  a  vifit^ 
Dr.  Johnfon  faying,  *'  Come,  let's  go  and  give 
'em  another  ihilling   a-piecje.**     W«  did  fo  $ 
and   he  was  faluted  "  my  lord  "  by  all  of 
them.    He  is  really  generous,  loves  influence, 
and  has  the  way  of  gaining  it.     He  faid,  *«  I 
am  quite  feudal.  Sir."    Here  I  agree  with  him. 
I  faid,  I  regretted  I  was  not  the  head  of  a  clan; 
however,  though  not  poflefled  of  fuch  an  here- 
ditary advantage,  I  would  always  endeavour  to 
make  my  tenants  follow  me.     I  could  not  be  a 
fatriarcbal  chief,  but  I  would  be  z  feudal  chief* 
The  poor  foldiers  got  too  much  liquor.  Some 
X)f  them  fought,  and  left  blood  upon  the  fpo^ 
and  curfcd  whiflcy  next  morning.     The  houfe 
here  was  built  of  thick  turfs,  and  thatched  with 
thinner  curfs  and  heath.     It  had  three  rooms  in 
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length)  and  a  little  room  which  projedted. 
Where  we  fat,  the  fide- walls  were  wdinjccitedy 
as  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  with  wicker,  very  ntatljr 
plaited.  Our  landlord  had  made  the  whole 
with  his  own  hands. 

After  dinner,  McQueen  (at  by  us  awhSe, 
and  talked  with  us.  He  faid,  all  the  Laird  of 
Glenmorifon's  people  would  bleed  for  him,  if 
they  were  well  ufed ;  but  that  feventy  men  bad 
gone  out  of  the  Glen  to  America.  That  he 
himfelf  intended  to  go  next  year  \  for  that  the 
.  rent  df  his  farm,  which  twenty  years  ago  was 
only  five  pounds,  was  now  raifed  to  twenty 
pounds.  ^  That  he  could  pay  ten  pounds,  and 
live  J  but  no  more.— Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  he 
wilhed  McQueen  laird  of  Glennaorifon,  and  the 
laird  to  go  to  America.  McQueen  very  gene- 
roufly  anfwered,  he  fliould  be  forry  fbr  it ;  for 
the  iaird  could  not  fhift  for  himfelf  in  America 
as  he  could  do. 

I  talked  of  the  officers  whom  we  had  left  to- 
day;  how  much  fervice  they  had  icen,  and 
how  little  they  got  for  it,  even  of  fame.— 
Johnfon.  ^^  Sir,  a  foldier  gets  as  little  as  any 
man  can  get." — BofwelL  "  Goldfmith  has  ac- 
quired more  fame  than  all  the  officers  laft  war, 
who  were  hot  Generals.'* — Johnfon.  "  Why,  Sir, 
you  will  find  ten  thoufand  fit  to  do  what  they  did, 
before  you  find  one  who  does  what  Goldfmith 
has  done.    You  muft  confider,  that  a  thing  is 

valued 
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^AmSl  according  to  Its  raritf.  A  pc6Me  that 
paves  thfe  ftreet  is  in  itfelf  more  nfcftil  than  the 
*^iarti6'nd  iTpori  a  lacijr's .  finger/*-^!  -  wifli  -otir 
friend  G61dfmith  hid  heard  this. 

I  yefterday  expreflifed  my  wonder  that  Johii 
^iy;  bnc'bf  dorguidcSj  who  had  been  preflT^d 
'.lifl)oafti  tt  man  6f  War,  did  not  chufe  to  continufe 
idngef  than  ntte  mortths,  afttfr  which  time  ht 
^^em}-^y6bnfm:  ^^  Why/Siii  no^mirA  will  be 
la  failor,  who  has  coHtHvahce  enough  to  ^et  him- 
'?felf  into  a  jail;  for^bfeihg  iri  afliip  is  feeing  in 
':^  jaH^Vith  the  chance  of  being  drowned/' 
"  Wt  had  tea;  in  the  afternoon,  and  oiir  land- 
■ford's  datighter,  a  modeft  civil  girl,' very  neatly 
«dreft,  rtiadc  it  for  os*'  She  told  ns,  fhe  had  beeh 
•a  ytar  at  Inremefs,  and  learnt  heading  and 
^writing,  fcwing,  knotting,  working  face,  and 
-paftry.  Di;.  Johnfon  "made  her  a  prefent  of  a 
vfoobk  which  he  had  bought  atlav^niels*; 

■  ' 

*  Thit  book  has  given  rife  to  muck  inijuiiyi  which  h«f 
'  vtided  in  ludicrous  furprife.  Several  ladies^  widilng  t(f  lekrfk 
the  kind  of  reading  which  the  great  and  good  Dr.  JohnfoQ 
cfteeraed  moft  fit  for  a  young  woman,  defired  to  know  what 
book  he  had  fele^led  for  .this  Hi^land  nyippb.  '*  7*^ey 
never  adverted  (faid  he)  that  I  h{l4  no  chnct  in  the  matrer.  -I 
have  faid  that  I  prefented  her  with  a  book  which  I  happened  to 
have  about  me/* — And  what  was  this  book  ?  -My  readers^ 
))repare  your  features  for  merriment.  It  was  Cocker" i  Arith» 
fBeiiei  t —WhcTtvcr  this  was  mentioned,  there  was  a  loud 
laugh,  at  which  Dr,  Johnfon,  when  prefent,  ufed  fometimet 
to  be  a  little  angry.  One  day,  when  we  were  dining  at  Ge- 
MTfil'Ogletfaorpt^s,  where  we  had  marfy  a  Taluable  4ay,  I 

L  ^  ventured 


ft  ?5?  1 
The  room-  had  fome  deals  Ijud  acrofs  the 
joifts,  .OS  a  l^in4  of  trxding.  There  jvere  two 
beds  ia  the  room,  and  a  woman's  gown  was 
hung  on  a  rope  to.n;iake  a  curtain  of  reparation 
between  them.  Jofeph  had  fhcets>  which  my 
wife  had  Jent  with  U5,  laid  on  t^iem. ,  We  had 
much  hefitation, .  whetl^er  to  undrcfs,  or  lye 
dawn  with  our  clothes  on.  1  faid  at  laft,  **  Til 
plunge  in !  There  will  be  lefs  harbour  forxvermin 
about  me,  when  I.ji.rii  ftripped  ! "— Dr.  John* 
ion  faid>  he  was  like  one  hefitating  whether  to 
go  iRto  the  cold  bath.  At  laft  he  refolyed.too. 
I  obferved,  he  might  ferve  a  campaign*— « 
Johnjon.  "  I  could  do  all  that  can  be  done  by  pa- 
tience. Whether  I  fhould  have  ftrength  enoughj 
I  know  not."— He  was  in  excellent  humour* 
To  lee  the  Ranibler  as  I  faw  him  to^^night,  was 
.really  an  amufcmcnt.  I  ycfterday  told  him,  I 
was  thinking  of  writing  a  poetical  letter  to  hjm, 
,  m  his  return  from  Scotland^  in  the  ftile  of  Swift's 
humprovs  epiftle  in  the  charafter  of  Mary  Gul* 
liver  to  her  hulband.  Captain  Lemuel  Gulliver, 
XI       .      .      .  to 


ventured  to, wtcrrogatefcirp,/*  But,  Sir,  is  it  not  fomewhat 
Angular  that  yo\\  (hould  happen  to  have  Cocker^s  AritbmetUk 
about  you  on  your  journey  ?  What  made  you  buy  Aich  a 
book  at  Invemels  ?  **— He  gave  me  ^  very  fufficient  anfwer* 
•«  Why,  Sir,  if  you  are  to  have  but  one  book  with  you  upon 
a  journey,  let  it  be  a  book  of  fcience.  When  you  have,  read 
through  a  book  of  entertainment,  you  know  it,  and  it  can  do 
•  no  more  for  you  i  but  A  book  of  fcience  is  inexhauftiblc** 


«* 
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on  his  return  ta  England  fromitlie  country  of 
:the  Jfloiiybnbnms.   . , 

"  At  early  morn  I  to  the  market  haAe^ 

•*  Stadious  in  «v*ry  thing  to  pleafe  thy  taftc, 

"A  cmwis/onoJ  zxA/paragraft  I  chofe  \ 

**  (Fpr.I  remep[)ber  you  were  fbnd-of  thofe :) 

*'  Thr/ec  fhiilings  coft  thf  fir$/.the  laft  fer'n  groats  s 

*'  Sullen  you  tur^  from  both>  and  call  for  oats." 

•■  -  ■         • 

He  laughed,  and  aflced  in  whofe  name  I  would 
write  it.  I  faid,  in  Mrs.Thralc*s.  He  was  angry. 
^  Sir,  if  you  have  any  fcnfe  of  decency  or  dc- 
'  licacy,  you  won't  do  that!  " — Bo/welL  "  Then 
let  it  be  in  Cole's^  the  lancftord  6f  thc.MVr^ 
iav^m  i  where  we  have  fo  often  fat  together.*' 
^^Jibn/bn.  '*  Aye,  that  may  do/' 

After  we  had  offered  up  our  private  devo- 
tions, and  had  chatted  a  little  from  our  beds. 
Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  **  God  blcfe  us  both, 
for  Jefus  Chrift's  fake !  Good  night !  " — I  pro- 
nounced "  jimen." — He  fell  aflc^p  immediately. 
I  was  not  fo  fortunate  for  a  long  time  I  fan- 
cied myfelf  bit  by  innumerable  vermin  under 
the  clothes ;  and  that  a  fpider  was  travelling 
from  the  wain/cot  towards  my  mouth.     At  laft 

I  fell,  into  infenfibility. 

•  •      • 

Wednefdqy^  \Ji  September. 

I  awaked  very  early.  I  began  to  imagiae 
that'  the  landlord,  being  about  to  emigrate, 

might 
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ihighttwiftferai^  to  getow  rnftney,  and  lay  it 
vpon  the  foldiers  in  the  barn.  Such  groundkis 
fears  will  arife  in  the  nund^  befgre  it  has  re- 
fumed  its  vigour  afcer^  fleep!  Dr*  Johnlbn  had 
had  the  fame  kind  of  ideas ;  for  he  told  me 
afterwards^  t^ac  he  confidercd  fo  many  fol* 
^diers,  having  ftcn  tis,  would  be  witnefles, 
fliould  any  harm  be  done,  and  that  circum- 
ilance;  I  fuppofe,  he  confidered  as  a  fecurity« 
When  I  got  up^  I  found  him  found  afleep  in 
his  miferabk^^  I  may  call  it;,  with  a  colourad  • 
handkerchief  tied  round  his  head.  With 
difficulty  could  f  awaken  him.  It  reminded 
me  of  H^nty  IV/s  fine  foliloquy  on  fleep  5  for 
there  was  here  as  uneaj^  a  pallet  as  the  poet's 
imaginatioQ  could  pofllbly  conceive*  \ 

A  red'CMt  of  the  15  th  regiment,  whether  of- 
ficer, or  only  ferjeant,  I  could  not  be  fuie, 
came  to  the  htmfc,  in  his  way  to  the  mouTi tains 
to  ihoot  deer^  which  it  feems  the  Laird  of 
.  Glenmorifbn  does  not  hinder  any  body  to  dXu 
Few,  indeed,  can  do  them  harm.  We  had  him 
to  breakfaft  with  us«  We  got  aWay  aboQt 
eighth  McQueen  walked  fome  miles  to  give 
tis  a  convoy.  He  had^  in  1745,  joined  the 
Highland  army  at  Fort  Auguftus,  and  conti«* 
nued  in  it  till  after  the  battle  of  Culloden.  As 
he  narrated  the  particulars  of  that  ill-advifed, 
but  brave  attempt,  I  feveral  times  burft 
into  tcar$«     There  is    a  certain  aflbciatioa 

of 
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of  ideas  in  my  mii^  upon  thatitibjdft^  b^  #hfdi 
I  am  ftrongly  afibded.  ^  The  very  Highland 
Barnes^  or  the  found  of  a  bagpipe^  vill  ftir  niy 
bloodj  and  fill  me  with  a  mixture  of  mdancholf 
and  refped  for  courage ;  with  pity  for  an  un* 
fortunate,  and  fuperllitious  regard  for  antiquity^ 
and  thoi^htlefs  inclination  for  war ;  in  fliort, 
with  a  crdwd  of  fenfations  with  which  fdb«r 
rationality  has  nothing  to  do. 

We  jKifled  through  Gkniheal,  with  prodi- 
gious mountains  oh  each  fide.  We  faw  where 
the  battle  was  fought  in  the  year  1719.  Dr. 
Johnfon  owned  he  was  now  in  a  fcene  of  as 
wild. nature  as  he  could  fee  $  but  he  correAed 
me  fometimes  in  my  inaccurate  obfervations.«~ 
^*  There,  faid  I,  is  a  mountain  like  a  cone.*'— ^ 
^^  Johnfon.  No,  Sir.  It  would  be  called  fo  in 
a  book ;  and  when  a  man  comes  to  look  at  it, 
he  fees  it  is  not  fo.  It  is  indeed  pointed  at  the 
top ;  but  one  fide  of  it  is  larger  than  the  other.*' 
-—Another  mountain  I  called  immenfe,-~ 
^'  Johnfon.  No  -,  it  is  no  more  than  a  confider- 
able  protuberance." 

We  came  to  a  rich  green  valley,  compara- 
tively fpeaking,  and  ilopt  a  while  to  let  our 
horfc^rcft  and  cat  grafs.*    Wfe  foon  after  came 

to 

•  Dr.  Johnfon^  inhisywr^^,  thus  beaiitirullydefcribes  hit 
fituation  heret*-*'  I  fat  down  on  a  bank,  fuch  as  a  writer. of 
romance  might  have  delighted  to  fe|gn.  I  had^  indeed^  no 
trees  to  wbifper  over  my  head  j  but  a  clear  rivulet  ftreamed  ^ 
"  my 


to  Auchna(h«alj  a  kind  of  rural  village,  a 
'iiumber  of  cottages  being  built  together,  as  we 
faw  all  along  in  the  Highlands.  We  pafled 
many  nniles  this  day  without  feeing  a  houfe,  but 
4>n]y  little  fumnier-hu(s,  czllcd  Jbielings.  Evan 
.Campbell,  fervant  to  Mr.  Murchifon,  fadtorto 
^the  Laird  of  Macleod  in  Glenelg,  run  along 
•iwith  us  tbf  day.  He  was  a  very  obliging  fel* 
low.  At  Auchnafliealj  we  fat  down  on  a 
^reen  turf  feat  at  the  end  of  a  houfe ;  they 
brought  .us  out.  two  wooden  difhes  of  niilk, 
,which  we  tafted.  One  of  them  was  frothed 
like  a  fyllabub.  I  faw  a  woman  preparing  i( 
with  fuch  a  itick  as  is  ufed  for  chocolate,  and 
in  the  fame  manner.    We  had  a  confiderable 

circle 

iny  feet*  The  day  was  calmi  the  air  foft^  and  all  wa«  rude* 
nefsy  filence  and  folitude.  Before  mey  and  on  either  fide, 
were  high  hills,  which,  by  hindering  the  eye  from  ranging, 
forced  the  mind  to  find  entertainment  for  itfelf.  Whether  I 
fpent  the  hour  welly  I  know  not  9  for  here  I  firft  conceived 
the  thought  of  this  narration/*— The  Criiicai  Re^virwrri, 
with,  a  fpirit  and  expreffion  worthy  of  the  fuhje^l,  (kyy— • 
<*  We  congratulate  the  public  on  the  event  with  which  thi« 
<]«otation  concludes,  and  are  fully  perfuaded  that  the  hour  in 
which  the  entertaining  traveller  conceived  this  narrative  will 
be  confideredy  by  every  reader  of  tafte,  as  a  fortunate  event  in 
th:  annals  of  literature.  Were  it  fuitable  to  the  taflc  in  whiclf 
we  are  at  prefent  engaged,  to  indulge  ourfelves  in  a  poetical 
flighty  we  would  invoke  the  winds  of  the  Caledonian  moun- 
tains to  blow  for  every  with  their  fofteft  breezesy  oa  the  bf  nk 
where  our  author  reclined,  andxequeft  of  Flora,  that  it  might 
l>e  perpetually  adorned  with  the  gayeft  and  mod  fragfapl 
produdliont  of  the  year*** 
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circle  about  us,  meh^  women  and  children, 
all  M'Craas,  Lord  Scaforth's  people.  Not 
one  of  them  could  fpcak  Englifh.  I  obferved 
to  Dr.  Johnfon>  it  was  much  the  fame*  as  being 
with  a  tribe  of  Indians. — John/on.  **  Yes,  Sir; 
but  not  fo  terrifying/*  I  gave  all  who  chofe  it, 
ihufF  and  tobacco.  Governor  Trapaud  had 
made  us  buy  a  quantity  at  Fort  Auguihis,  and 
put  them.vp  in  fmall  parcels.  I  alfo  gave  each 
perfon  a  bit  of  wheat  bread,  which  they  had 
never  tailed  before.  I  then  gave  a  penny  a 
apiece  to  each  child.  I  told  Dr.  Johnfon  of 
tbisi  upon  which  he  called  to  Jofeph  and  our 
guides^  for  change  for  a  fhilling,  and  declared 
that  he  would  diftribute  among  the  children. 
Upon  this  being  announced  in  £r(e,  there  was 
a  great  ftir  j  not  only  did  fomc  children  come 
running  down  from  neighbouring  huts,  but  I 
obferved  one  black*  haired  man,  who  had  been 
with  us  all  along,  had  gQne  off  and  returned, 
bringing  a  very  young  child.  My  fellow-tra-* 
veller  then  ordered  the  children  to  be  drawn  up 
in  a  row ;  and  he  dealt  about  his  copper,  and 
made  them  and  their  parents  all  happy.  The 
poor  M*  Craas^  whatever  may  be  their  prefent 
ftate,  were  much  thought  of  in  the  year  17x5, 
when  there  was  a  line  in  a  fong. 

And  aw  the  brave  M^Craas  are  coming*. 

There 

*  The  Mdaai,  orMacraei,  were  fince  that  time  brought 
into  the  kiiig*t  army,  by  the  late  Lord  Seaforth.    When  they 
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There  was  great  diverfity  in  the  faceis  of  the 
circle  around  us.:  Tome  were  as  black  and  wild 
in  their  appearance  as  any  American  favages 
whatever.  One  woman  was  as  comely  almoft 
as  the  figure  of  S^hOj  as  we  fee  it  paiiued. 
We  aflced  the  old  woman^  the  miftreft  of  the 
houfe  where  we  had  the  milk,  (which>  by  the 
bye,  Dn  Johnfon  told  me,  for  I  did  aot  qbr 
ferve  it  myfelf,  was  buUt  not  of  tur(^  but  of 
ftone,)  what  we  fhould  pay^  She  (aid,  what 
we  pleafed.  One  of  our  guides  aiked  her,  ia 
Erie,  if  a  fhiUing  was  enough.  She  faid, 
<<  Yes/'  But  fooie  of  the  men  bid  her  aflc 
more.  This  vexed  me  -,  becaufe  it  fiiewed  a 
defire  to  impofe  ujpon  firangers,  as  they  knew 

that 

lay  in  Edioburgh  caftle  in  177S,  and  were  ordered  to  etnbarlc 
for  Jerfey,  they,  with  a  number  of  other  men  in  the  regiment^ 
for  different  reafons,^  but  efpecially  an  appnebenfion  th^t  thrgr 
were  to  be  fold  to  tbe  Eaft- India  Companyi  though  enlifted. 
Dot  to  be  fent  out  of  Great- Britain  without  their  own  cpnfept, 
nade  a  detccmined  mutiny^  and  encamped  upon  the  lofty  moun* 
^n>  JLrtbMr*i  fiai^  where  they  rcnfiined  three  days  apd  thffe 
nights  bidding  defiance  to  all  the  force  in  Scotland,  ^t  jaft 
they  came  down,  and  embarked  peaceably,  having  obtained 
formal  artidet  of  capitulation,  figned  by  Sir  Adolphut  Ough- 
ton^  commander  in  4!hief,  General  Skene,  deputy  commap4er> 
the  Duke  of  Buccleugh,  and  the  Earl  of  Dunmore,  which 
qpieted  them*  Since  the  feceifion  of  the  Commons  of  Rome  to 
the  Mons  Sacir^  a  more  fpiriced  exertion  haa  not  been  made.  I 
gave  great  attention  to  it  from  .fivft  to  laft,  and  have  drawn  up 
a  particular  account  of  it.  Thofe  brave  fellows  have  fince 
feWe^  their  country  effeaually  at  Jerfey,  and  aUb  In  the  Eaft* 
Indies,  to  which|  after  being  better  informed,  they  voluntarily 
agreed  to  go. 
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tha$  even  a  IhiUing  was  bigh  payment.  The 
woman^  however,  honeftly  pcrfifled  in  her  &ft 
price  I  fo  \  gave  her  half  a  crown.— Thus  wc 
had  one  good.fcene  of  life  uncommon  to  us». 
The  people  were  very  much  pkafed,  gave  us 
many  bleflings^  smd  faid  they  had  not  had  fuch 
a  day  fu>ce  the  old  Laird  of  M'Leod's  time. 

Dr,  Johnfon  was  much  refrelhcd  by  this  re- 
paft*  He  was  plesUed  when  I  told  him  he 
would  make  a  good  Chief.  He  faidj  "  Were 
I  a  chief,  I  would  drels  my  fcrvants  betten 
than  myfelf,  and  knock  a  fellow  down  if  he. 
looked  faucy  to  a  Macdonald  in  rags.  But  I 
would  not  treat  men  as  brutes*  I  would  let 
them  know  why  ail  of  my  clan  wene  to  have 
attention  paid  to  them.  I  would  tell  my  upper 
iervants  why,  and  make  them  tell  the  others*'* 

We  rode  on  well,  till  we  came  to  the  high 
mountain  called  the  Rolf aUn^hy  which  time 
both  Dr.  Jobnfon  and  the  horfes  were  a  good 
deal  fatigued.  It  is  a  terrible  fteep  to  climb, 
notwithftanding  the  road  is  mad^  (lanting  along 
it  J  however,  we  made  it  out.  On  thf  top  of 
it  we  met  Captain  M^Leod  of  Balmenoch  (a 
Dutch  officer  who  had  come  from  Sky)  riding 
With  his  fword  flung  acrofs  him.  He  aflced, 
«  Is  this  Mr.  BofwcU  ? "  which  was  a  proof 
<hat  we  were  expe&ed.  Going  dowix  the  hiU 
on  the  other  fide  was  no  eafy  taflc.  As  Dr^ 
Johnfon  was  a  great  weight,  the  tv^  guide^ 

agreed 
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:igrced  that  he  fliould  ride  thehorfcs  alternately. 
Hay's  were  the  two  bed,  and  the  Doftor  would 
not  ride  but  upon  one  or  other  of  theni,  a  black 
or  a  brown.  But,  aiHay  complained  much,  after 
afcending  the  Rattakin^  the  Doftor  was  {ire- 
vailed  with  to  mount  one  of  Vaft's  greys-    As 
'  he  f ode  upon  it  down  hill, -it  did  tiot  go  well 5 
and  he  grumbled.    I  walked  on  a  little  Wfore, 
but  was  exceflively  entertained  with  the  me-' 
thod  taken  to  keep  him  in  good  humour.  Hay 
led  the  horfe^s  head,  talking  to  Dr;  Johnfon  as 
much  as  he  could  j  and  (having  heard  him,  in, 
the  forenoon,  exprcfs  a  paftoral  pleafure  on 
feeing  the  goats  brow2ing)juft  when  the  Doc- 
tor was    uttering  his  difpleafure,   the  fellow 
cried,  with  a  very  Highland  accent,  ^*  See  fuch 
pretty  goats!**  Then  he  whittled,  wbu!  and  made 
them  jump. — Little  did  he  conceive  what  Doc- 
tor Johnfon  was.     Here  now  was  a  common 
ignorant  Highland  horfe-hirer  imagining  that 
he  could  divert,    as  one  does  a  child,— Dr. 
Samuel  Johnfonl — ^The  ludicroufnefs,  abfurdity, 
and  extraordinary  contraft  between  what  the 
fellow  fancied,     and  the  reality,    was  truly 
comick. 

It  grew  dufky;  and  we  had  a  very .  tedious 
ride  for  what  was  called  five  miles  s  but  I  am 
fore  would  meafure  ten.'  We  Ipoke  none.  I 
was  riding  forward  to  the  inn  at  Glenelg,  oa 
the  fhore  .  oppoiite  to  Sky,    that   I    might 

take 
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take  proper  meafures,  before  Dr.  Johnfon, 
who  was  now  advancing  ip  dreary  filence,  Hay 
leading  his  horfe,  fhould  arrive.  He  called  me 
back  with  a  tremendous  (hout,  and  was  really 
in  a  paflion  with  me  for  leaving  him.^  I  told 
him  my  intentions^  but  he  was  not  fatisfied^  and 
faid^  '^  Do  you  know^  I  fhould  as  foon  have 
thought  of  picking  a*  pocket,  as  doing  fo."— 
Bojwell.  "  I  am  diverted  with  you.  Sir/'— 
John/on.  "  Sir,  I  could  never  be  diverted  with 
incivility.  Doing,  fuch  a  thing,  makes  one  lofc 
confidence  in  him  who  has  done  it,  as  one  can- 
not  tell  what  he  may  do  next.'* — His  extraor- 
dinary warmth  confounded  me  fo  much,  that  I 
juftified  myfelf  but  lamely  to  him;  yet  my 
intentions  were  not  improper.  I  wifticd  to  get 
on,  to  fee  how  we  were  to  be  lodged,  and  how 
we  were  to  get  a  boat;  all  which  I  thought  I 
could  beft  fettle  myfelf,  without  his  having  any 
trouble.  To  apply  his  great  mind  to  minute 
particulars,  is  wrong.  It  is  like  taking  an 
immenfe  balance,  fuch  as  is  kept  on  quays  for 
weighing  cargoes  of  fhips, — to  weigh  a  guinea, 
I  knew  I  had  neat  little  fcales,  wbich  would  do 
better ;  and  that  his  attention  to  every  thing 
which  falls  in  his  way;  and  his  uncommon 
defire  to  be  always  in  tHe  right,  would  make 
him  weigh,  if  he  knew  of  the  particulars: 
it  was  right  therefore  for  me  to  weigh  them, 
and  let  him  have  them  only  in  effect.     I 

M  however 
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however  continued  to  ride  by  him,  finding  he 
wiihed  I  fhould  do  fo. 
As  wepaflcd  the  barracks  axBemera,  I  looked 

at  .them  wilhfully,  as  foldicrs  have  always  every 
thing  in  the  beft  order.  But  there  was  only  a 
ferjeant  and  a  few  men  there.  We  came  on  to 
ttit  inn  at  Glenejg.  There  was  no  provender  for 
our  horfes ;  fo  they  were  fent  to.  grafs,  with  a 
man  to  watch  them.  A  maid  fhewed  us  up 
ftairs  into  a  room  damp  and  dirty,  with  bare 
walls,  a  variety  of  bad  fmells,  a  coarfe  black 
greafy  fir  table,  and  forms  of  the  fame  kind ; 
and  out  of  a  wretched  bed  ftarted  a  fellow  from 
his  flcep,  like  Edgar  in  King  Lear,  "Poor 
Tom's  a  cold  */' 

This  inn  was  furnifhed  with  not  a  fmgle 
article  that  we  could  either  eat  or  drink ;  but 
Mr.  Murchifon,  faftor  to  the  Laird  of  Mac- 
leod  in  Glenelg,  fent  us  a  bottle  of  rum  and 
fome  fugar,  with  a  polite  melTage,  to  acquaint 
lis,  that  he  was  very  forry  that  he  did  not  hear 
of  .us  till  we  had  paffed  his  houfe,  otherwife  he 
fhould  have  infilled  on  our  pafling  the  night 
there ;  and  that,  if  he  were  not  obliged  to  ftt 
out  for  Invcrnefs  early  next  .morning,  he  would 
have  waited  upon  us. — Such  extraordinary  at- 
tention from  this  gentleman,  to  entire  Grangers, 

defervea 

.   *  Itxs  amuHng  to  obferve  the  dl/ferent  images  which  this 
^emg  prefented  to  Dr«  Johnfoit  and  me.    TbtDo6lorj  in 
JjDUKNey»  compares  him  to  a  Cjclofs. 
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deferves  the  mod  honourable  commemora* 
tiop. 

Our  bad  accommodation  here  made  me  un- 
cafy,  and  almoft  fretful.  Dr.  Johnfon  was 
calm.  .  I  faid,  he  was  fo  from  vanity,— 
Johnfon.  ^^  No,  Sir,  it  is  from  philofophy/'-^— It 
pleafed  me  to  fee  that  the  Rambler  could  prac- 
tice fo  well  his  own  lefTons. 

I  refiritled  the  fubjeft  of  my  leaving  him  oil 
the  road,  and  endeavoured  to  defend  it  better. 
He  was  ftill  violent  upon  that  head,  and 
faid,  "  Sir,  had  you  gone  on,  I  was  thinking 
thit  I  fhould  have  returned  with  you  to  Edin* 
burgh,  and  then  have  parted  from  you,  and 
never  fpoken  to  you  more." 

I  fcnt  for  frelh  hay,  with  which  we  made 
beds  for  ourfelves,  each  in  a  room' equally 
miferable.  Like  Wolfe,  we  had  a  "  choice  of 
lifficuUks.*^  Dr.  Johnfon  made '  things  eafier 
by  comparifon.  At  McQueen's,  lall  night,  he 
obferved,  that  few  were  fo  well  Ididged  ih  a 
ifhip.  T6-hight  he  faid,  we  were  better  than 
if  we  had  been  upon  the  hill.  He  lay  down 
bdtfone4  up  in  his  great  coat.  I  had  my 
fc!ccts  fprcad  on  the  hay,  and  my  clothes  and 
great  coat  laid  over  me,  by  way  of  blankets. 
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nurfday,  2d  September. 

.  I  had  flcpt  ill.  Dr.  Johnfon's  anger  had 
affcftcd  me  much.  I  confidered  that,  without 
any  bad  intention,  I  might  fuddenly  forfeit  his 
friendship.  I  was  impatient  to  fee  him  this 
morning.  I  told  him  how  uneafy  he  had  n^ade 
me,  by  what  he  had  faid,  and  reminded  hini 
of  his*  own  remark  at  Aberdeen,  upon  old 
friendfliips  being  haftily  broken  off.  He 
owned,  he  had  fpoken  to  me  in  paQion ;  th^t 
he  would  not  have  done  what  he  threatened ; 
and  that,  if  he  had,  he  would  have  been  ten 
jdmes  worfe  than  1 1  that  forming  intimacies^ 
would  indeed  be  *^  limning  the  water,*'  were 
they ;  liable-  to  fuch  fudden  dilBblution ;  and 
«dded,  "  Let's  think  no  mpre  on't.''— ^o/w^/A 
-••  Well  then,  Sirj  I  fliall  be  cafy.  Remember,, 
I  am  to  have  fair  warning  in  cafe  of  any  quar- 
rel. You  are  never  to  fpring  a  mine  upon  me* 
Jt  was  abfurd  in  rnc  to  believe  you." — Jobnfm. 
^^  Tou  deferved  about  as  much,  as  to  believe 
me  from  night  to  morning.''        ^ 

After  breakfaft,  we  got  into  a  ^oat  for  Sky. 
It  rained  much  when  we  fet  off,  but  cleared  up 
as  we  advanced.  One  of  the  boatmen,  who 
fpoke  Englifh,  faid,  that  a  mile  at  land  was 
two  miles  at  fea.  I  then  obferved,  that  from 
Qknelg  to  Armidaie  in  Sky,  which  was  our 
prtfcfic  Qoiirfe,  and  \%  catted  tWelve,  was  only 

fix 
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fix  miles.  But  this  he  dould  not  underftand. 
'*  Well,  (faid  Dr.  Johnfon)  never  talk  to  me 
of  the  native  good  fenfe  of  the,Highlanders. 
Here  is  a  fellow  who  calls  one  mile  two,  ^nd 
yet  cannot  comprehend  that  twelve  fgch  ima- 
ginary miles  make  in  truth  but  fix." 

Wc  reached  the  fliore  of  Armidale  before 
one  o*clock.  Sir  Alexander  McDonald  came 
down  to  receive  us.  He  and  his  lady  (formerly ' 
Mifs  Bofville  of  Yo^'kfhire)  were  then  in  a 
houfe  built  by  a  tenant  at  this  place,  which  is 
in  the  diftrift  of  Slate,  the  family  pianfion  heje 
having  been  burnt  in  Sir  Donald  Macdonald's 
time. 

Infi:ead  of  finding  the  head  of  the  Macdo- 
naids  furrounded  with  his  clan,  and  a  feftive 
entertainment,  we  had  a  fmall  company,  and 
cannot  boaft  of  our  cheer.  The  particulars  are 
minuted  in  my  Journal,  but  I  fhall  not  trouble 
the  publick  with  them.  I  fliall  nocntion  but 
one  charafteriftick  circumftancc.  My  fhrewd 
and  hearty  friend.  Sir  Thomas  (Wentworth) 
Blacket,  Lady  Macdpr^ld's  uncle,  who  had 
preceded  us  in  a  vifit  to  this  chief^  upon  being 
alked  by  him,  if  the.  punch-bowl  then  upon 
the  table  was  not  a  very  handlbmc  one,  replied^ 
V  Yes,— if  it  were  full/*      '       *    • 

Sir  Alexander  Macdonald  having  been  an 
Eton  Scholar,  Dr.  Johnfon  had  formed  an 
opinion  of  him  which  was  much  diminifiied 
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when  he  beheld  himintl^e  ifleofSky,  where 
we  heard  heavy  complaints  of  rents  racked, 
and  the  people  driven  to  emigration.  Dr. 
Johnfon  faid,  "  It  grieves  me  to  fee  the  chief 
of  a  great  clan  appear  to  fuch  difadvantage. 
This  gentleman  has  talents,  nay  fome  learning  j 
but  he  is  totally  unfit  for  this  fituation.  Sir^ 
the  Highland  chiefs  fhould-  not  be  allowed  to 
go  farther  fouth  than  Aberdeen,  A  ftrong- 
minded  man,  like  his  brother  Sir  Janves,  may 
be  improved  by  an  Englifh  education ;  but  in 
general,  they  will  be  tamed  into  infignificance." 

I  meditated  an  efcape  from  this  hpufe  the 
very  next  day  j  but  Dr,  Johnfon  refolved  that 
vrt  ihpuld  weather  it  out  till  Monday.    , 

We  found  here  Mr^  Janes  of  Abcj;d.ecnftiirc,. 
a.  naturalift.  Janes  faid  he  had  been  at  Dr, 
Johnfon^s,  in  London,  with  Fergufon  the  aft.ro- 
nom^v.^- Johnfon.  "  It.  is  ftrange  thit,  in  fuch 
dift^nt  places,  I  Ihould  meet  with  ajiy  one  who 
knows  me.  '  T  fhould,  have  thought  I  might 
hide  myfelf  in  Sky."    .. 

< 

Friday y  '^d  September. 
This  day. proving  wet>  we  fhould  have  pafTed 
©ur  time  very  uncomfortably,  had  we  ijQt  foijind . 
in  the  houfc  two  chefts  of  books,  which  wc 
cAgerly  ransacked.-  After  dinner,  when  I 
s^pne  was  left  at  table  with  the  few  Highland 
gentlemen  who  were  of  the  company,  ha»vii\g 
I  talked 
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uUctd  with  vcfy  high  refpeft  of  Sir  James 
Mtcdoiialdy  they  wiere  all  fb  much  affeded  as 
ID  (hoi  tears*  One  of  them  was  Mr,  Donald 
Macdonaldi  who  had  been  lieutenant  of  gvc^ 
nadiers  in  the  Highland  cegiment»  raifed  by 
Colonel  Montgomer^j  now  Earl  of  Eglintounct 
in  the  war  before  laft ;  one  of  thpfe  regiments 
which  the  late  Lord  Chatham  prided  himfelf  in 
having  brought  ^^  from  the  nH>Mntai;M.of  thii 
North :  *'  by  doing  which  he  contributed  ta 
^xtinguifh  in  the  Highland3  th$  rcttmM  of 
difaSe&ion  to  the  prefent  Royal  Family.  From 
this  gentleman^s  converfation^  I  fii-f^  learnt  how 
Tery  popular  his  Coloqel  was  apipog  the  High* 
landers  -,  of  which  I  had  fuch  continued  pfoofsp 
during  the  whql^  couiie  of  my  Tour,  that  ott 
my  return  I  co^ld  not  help  telling  the  noUa 
£^1  hirnf^lfj  that  I  did  nof  before  know  hov 
gre;at  a  ipaa  he  w^. 

We  were  advifcd  by  fome  ptrfons  hefc  tp 
vifit  Rafay^  iq  our  way  to  Dunvegan,  the  feat 
qf  thfi  Laird  of  Ma^leod.  Being  iofortned  th^ 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Donald  M'Qijeen  was  the  ntoft 
igutdligent  man  in  Sky^  and  having  been  fa* 
voured  with  a  letter  of  introdg^ipn  to  hiqi,  by 
the  learned  Sir  James  Foulis,  I  fent  it  to  hiiQ  bjF 
an  exprefsy  and  requefted  he  would  n^et  us  a( 
Raf^y;  and  at  the  fame  tim«enclofed  akltt^er. 
tfi,  the  Laird.  ofMaclepc^  infarming  bim  thM 
we  ipt^nded  in  a few.days.to  hgycthft  hMMW 
f  f  waiting  on  him  at  Dunvegfw, 
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'  Dr.  Johnlbn  this  day  endeavoured  td  dbtaiif 
feme  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  the '  country  ; 
but  complained  that  he  could  get  no  diftinA 
infbrniadon  about  any  things  from  thofe  with 
whom  he  converfcd* 

9 

p 

Saturday^  j\ib  September. 

My  endeavours  to  roufe  the  Englifh-bred 
Chieftain,  in  whofe  houfe  we  were,  to  the 
feudal  and  patriarchal  feelings,  proving  in- 
cfFeftual,  Dr.  Johnfon  this  morning  tried  to 
bring  him  to  our  way  of  thinking. — Jobnfon. 
**Were  I  in  your  place,  fir,  in  feven  years 
I  would  make  this  an  independant  ifland.  I 
would  roaft  oxen  whole,  and  hang  out  a  flag 
as  a  fignal  to  the  Macdonalds  to  come  and  get 
beef  and  whifky.'" — Sir  Alexander  was  ftill 
ftarting  difficulties. — Johnfon.  *^  Nay,  fir;  if 
you  are  born  to  objeft,  I  have  done  with  you. 
Sir,  I  would  have  a  magazine  of  arms."— *?/> 
Alexander.  *^  They  would  ruft." — Johnfon, 
*^  Let  there  be  men  to  keep  them  clean.  Your 
anceftors  did  not  ufe  to  let  their  arms  ruft.'* 

Wie  attempted  in  vain  to  communicate  to 

liim  a  portion  of  our  enthuGafm.     He  bore 

with  lb  polite  a  good -nature  our  warm,  and 

what  (bme  might  call  Gothick,  expoftulations, 

on  this  filbjeft,  that  I  fhould  not  forgive  my- 

felf,  i*^ere  I  to  record  all  that  Dr.  Jdhnfon's 

ardour  led  him  to  fay. — Thi$  day  was  little 

better  than  a  blank. 

Staiday^ 
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•  * 

Sfindayy  ^tb  Sepfemher. 
I  walked  to  the  p^rilh  church  of  Slate,  which . 
is  a  very  poor  one.  There  are  no  church  bells 
in  the  ifland.  I  was  told  there  were  once  fomc  5 
what  has  become  of  them,  I  could  not  learn. 
The  minifter  not  being  at  home,  there  was  no 
fervicc.  I  went  into  the  church,  and  faw  the 
monument  of  Sir  James  Macdonald,  which 
was  elegantly  executed  at  Rome,  and  has  the 
following  infcription,  written  by  his  friend, 
George  Lord  Lyttleton : 

To  the  memory 
Of  Sir  JAMES  MACDONALD,  Bart. 

Who  in  the  flower  of  youth 
Had  attained  to  To  eminent  a  degree  of  knowledge 

In  Mathematics,  Philofopby,  Langua^s, 

And  in  every  other  branch  of  ufeful  and  polite  learningt 

At  few  have  acquired  in  a  long  life 

Wholly  devoted  to  ftudy  : 

Yet  to  this  erudition  he  joined 

What  can  rarely  be  found  with  it,  * 

Great  talents  for  bufinefs. 

Great  propriety  of  behaviour. 

Great  politenefs  of  manners  ! 

^is  eloquence  was  fweet,  corred,  and  flowing) 

His  memory  vaft  and  exa£b ; 

His  judgement  ftrong  and  acute  ; 

AU  which  endowments,  united 

With    the    moft   amiable  temper 

And  every  private  virtue, 

Procured  him,  not  only  in  his  own  country. 

But  alfo  from  foreign  nations. 

The  bigheft  marks  of  efteem. 
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In  the  year  of  our  Lord 

1766, 

The  2sth  of  his  life. 

After  a  long  and  extremely  painful  illnefs. 

Which  be  fupported  with  admirable  patience  and  fortitude. 

He  died  at  Rome, 

Where,  notwithftanding  the  difference  of  religion, 

Siiob<xtraordinary  honours  went  paid  to  his  memory 

Ai  had  never  graced  that  of  any  other  Britiih  fubjed9 

Since  the  death  of  Sir  Philip  Sydney. 

The  fame  he  left  behind  him  is  the  heft  confol^tion 

To  his  afRided  family. 

And  to  his  co^intrymen  in  this  iflc» 

For  whofe   benefit  he  had '  planned 

Many  ufefui  improvements. 

Which  his  fruitfulgenius  fuggeded, 

A^d  his  adive  fpirit  promoted. 

Under  the  fober  direction 

Of  a  clear  and  enlightened  underftanding* 

Reader,  bewail  our  lofe. 

And   that  of   all   Britain. 

In  teftimony  of  her  love. 

And  as  the  beft  return  (he  can  make 

To  her  departed  fon. 

For  the  conitant  tendemefs  and  a£fe£lion 

Which,  even  to  his  Jafl  moments. 

He  (hewed  for  her. 

His  much  aiHided  mother. 

The  LADY  MARGARET  MACDONALD, 

Daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Eglintoune, 

Erected  this  Monument, 

A.D.  1768.* 

Dr, 

*  This  extraordinary  young  man,  whom  I  had  the  pleafiire 
•f  knowing  intimately,  having  been  deeply  regretted  by  his 

country  9 
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Dn  Jotinfoja  faid»  the  infcnp.tion  fhould  have 
been  in  Lacin^  as  every  thing  iq tended  to  be. 
univerfal  and  permanent,  fhpuld  be^ 

This  being  a  beautiful  day,  my  ipirits  were, 
cheered  by  the  mere  effeft  of  climate*    I  had 

felt, 

covtfttry,  the  moft' minute  partiealan  coneerning- him  mvfl  be 
int^ore^ing  to  remiy.  I  (h^il  theif  foce  infert  his  two  laft  lettert 
to  his  mother^  Lady  Maigtret  Macdontld*  which  her  lady* 
fhip  has  been  pleafed'to  communicate  to  me. 

<<  My  Dear  Mother,  Romgp  Jutj ^ih,  iy66m 

<*  YESTERDAY'S  poft  brought  me  your  anfvrer  f 
fhe  firft  letter  in  which  I  aa)uainted  you  of  my  ilJneft*  -  Your 
tendemefs  and  concern  upon  that  account  ;ire  the  fame  I  have  - 
always  .experienced,  and  to  which  I  have  often  owed  my  life. 
Indeed  it  never  was  in  fd  great  danger  as  it  has  been  lately  { 
and  thotigh  it  would  have  been  a  very  great  comfort  to  me  t« 
have  had  you  near  me,  yet  perhaps  I  ought  to  rejoice,  on  your 
aocounty  that  ycju.had  jnoi  the. p^in  of.'fuch  a  fpefiUde*    I  h^Mfi 
been  now  a  week  in  Kome,.  and.wiih^ J  could  continuejto.g^vtf 
you  the  fame  good  accounts  of  my  recovery  as  I  did  in  my  laft  t 
but  I  muft  own  that,  for  three  days .  paA^  I  hsvt  baeO'  in  t 
▼err  weak.  an<)  jAifecai^le .  iUt^;,'  which  ^wrci^  fflems  to  give 
BO  uBe^tfii^els  tp  fQy  plj^3(ficiap.    My  ftam|u;h  has  hean.  gfcaliyr 
out  of  order,  without  aay  viiiblc  cauijr  |  and  the  palpitation, 
dioea  not  decre^if^*     I  am  told  thai  iay-  ftomach  will  foon> 
recover  its  toni;,  ^nd  that  the  palpitation  mvltccAre. in-  times* 
So  I  am  will/ ng  to  believe  j  a%i  witl^.thia  bapii  Aipport  .th^i 
little  remains  of  ffpirits  which  I  can  be  ftip^fc^  ito  have,  oa: 
thefofty-feventh'day.pf  fuch  aq  illnf^fii*    Do  not  ,imagintl» 
have  relapfed  i—-!  only recovec  flower rthan  I  expe^Ud,    If  mf» 
letter  is  ftiorter  than,  ufual,  thad^qfe  o(it  is«  doAr  of  phjrficJc^ 
which  has  wea^ejAed  ,me.  To  nmch  tO'diyt^  that  I. am  not  abl»/ 
to  write  a  long  let|cK.    I  wiU.nial(4  <up.fQr.  it  niKt  pol^  aaAr 
remain  always  :  -    • 

Y^t^  ,moiL  hctsfHf  ^fe^'oaatt  ibor . . 

Br 
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felt  a  return  of  fplccn  during  ntiy  ftay  at  Artni- 
dale,  'and  hid  it  not  been  that  I  had  Df  John- 
fon  to  contemplate,  I  fhoiild  have  funk  into 
dejcftion ;  but  hrs  firn^iefs  fupported  ipe.  I 
looked  at  him;  as  i  man  .whofe  heiid  is  turning' 
giddy  at  fea  looks  at  a  rock,  or  any  fixt  obje£t. 
I  wondered  at  his  tranquiUky.  He  faid,  ^^  Sir, 
when  a  man  retires  into  an  ifland,  he  is  to  tu^n 

0  1 

his  thoughts  intirely  on  another  world.  Hci 
has  done  with  this." — Bo/well.  "  It  appears  to 
me.  Sir,  to  be  very  difficult  tp  unite  a  due 
attention  to  this  world,  and  that  which  is  to 
come ;  for,  if  we  engage  eagerly  in  the  afFairs 
of  life,  we  are  apt  to  be  totally  forgetful  of  i 

future 

He  grew  gradually  worfe  \  and  on  tbe  night  before  hit  deatk 
be  wrote  at  followi,  from  Freftati:* 

<*  My  Dbar  Mother, 

<<  THOUGH  I  did  not  mean  to  deceive  you  in  my 
HIk  letter  from  Rome,  yet  certainly  you  would  have  rery  little 
leafon  to  conclude  of  tbe  very  great  and  conftant  danger  I 
have  gone  through  ever  fince  that  time.  My  life^  which  is 
ftill  alnioft  entirely  defperate,  did  not  at  that  time  appear  to 
iiie  fo,  otherwife  I  ihould  have  reprcfented,  hi  its  true  colourt, ' 
a  fia£l  which  acquires  very  Ktite  horror  by  that  means,  and 
comet  with  redoubled*  force  by  deception.  There  is  no  cir« 
cvmftance  of  danger  andpain'of  which  I  have  not  had  the 
experience,  for  a  continued  feries  of  above  a  fortnight  %  during 
which  time  I  have  fetiled  my  affairs,  after  my  death,  with  at 
aiadi4iftinaneft  a:t  tbc'hurry  and'  the  -nature  of  the  thing 
could  admit  of.  In  cafe^of  the  worft,  the  Abb(Gran^  wilt- 
be  my  executor  in  this'.part  of  the  world,  and  Mr.  Mackeniie 
in  Scotland,  wheiie«Riy  objeft  has  been  to  make  you  and  my 
younger  brother  at  independent  of  the  eldeft  as  poffiblc." 
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future  ftatc ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  a  ftcady 
contemplation  of  the  awful  concerns  of  eternity 
renders  all  objefts  here  fo  infignificant,  as  to 
make  us  indifferent  and  negligent  about  them." 
'^John/on.  **  Sir,  Dr.  Cheyne  has  laid  down  a 
rule  to  himfelf  on  this  fubjeft,  which  fhould 
be  imprinted  on  every  mind :  \  "To  negleSl  no^ 

*  thing  to  fecure  tny  eternal  peace,  more  than  if  I 

*  had  been  certified  I  Jbould  die  within  the  day  r 

*  nor  to  mind  any  thing  that  my  fecular  obligations 

*  and  duties  demanded  of  me,  lefs  than  if  I  had 

*  been  enfured  to  live  fifty  years  morey 

I  muft  here  obfcrve,  that  though  Dr.  Johnfon 
appeared  now  to  be  philofophically  calm, 
yet  his  genius  did  not  fhiiie  forth  as  in  compa- 
nies, where  I  have  liftened  to  him  with  admi- 
ration. The  vigour  of  his  mind  was,  however^^ 
fufficiently  man^fefted,  by  his  difcovering-  no 
fymptoms  of  feeble  relaxation  *  in  the  dull» 
*5 /W^ary,  flat,  ^nd  unprofitable  "  ftate  in  which 
we  npw  wer«  placed. 

I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  was  on  this  day 
he  compofcd  the  following  Ode  upon  the  Ifle  of 
Shy^  which  a  few  day §.  afterwards  he  fhewed  mc 
at  Rafay : 

O    D    A, 

PmU  profunOs  claufa  receffibus^ 
Slnpens  procellis^  ntpiius  ebfit^f 
^am  grata  drfeffi  virentem 
SUaJimtm  nekuUfa  fan£s. 

His 


r 
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His  cur  a  credo  feUhus  exulat ; 
His  blanda  arte  pax  habitat  kcis  : 
Nm  ira^  non  mmror  fuietis 
Infi£as  rmdiiatur  boris. 

At  non  cavata  rupe  latefcen^ 

Menti  nee  itgra  montibus  aviis 

Prodeji  vagari^  necfrenuntes 

Efcopuh  nunurarefiuSluSy 

• 
Humana  virtus  non  fibi  fujfficitj 

Datur  nee  aquum  cuique  animumjibi 

Parare  poffe^  ut  Stoieorum 
Se£Ia  crepet  ninus  altafallax. 

Exajluantis  peHoris  bnpetum^ 
Rex  fummt^  film  tu  regis  arbitir^ 
Mentifque^  te  tolUnte^  Jvrgunty 
Te  recedunt  moderat^te  fiu£ius^ , 

After  fuppcr.  Dr.  Johnfon  t6ld  us,  that 
Ifaac  Hawkins  Browne  drank  freely  for  tWny 
years,  and  that  he  wrote  his  poem,  Dt  Mimi 
Immortaliiatey  in  fome  of  the  laft  of  thefe  yeaf$. 
— ^I  liftencd  to  f hfs  wifh  the  eager ncfs  of 'c^e, 
who,  colifcious  of  being  himfclf  fond  of  wine, 
is  glad  to  hear  that  a  man  of  fo  itiuch  genius 

and 

•  VarioVs  Headikgs. 

Line  «.  In  the  onnxifcripr,  0r.  Jol^nibir>  tflfltad  of  rs^i^M 
ohjtay  had  written  hkMbitt  u^fid^,  and  u^rida  Muhibus,  but 
ftruck  them  both  out« 

Lines  15  ic  16.  Inftead  of  thefe.two  iinei,.hc  hnd  writtca, 
but  afierwardt  ftruck  out,  the  fellbwing: 

Parare  fofe^  ufopique  jaB^t 
Crandihquus  nimis  alta  Zcm* 
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and  good  thinking  as  Btovfnc,  had  the  fame 
propcnfity. 

Mondayy  Stb  September. 
We  fet  ouc>  accompanied  by  Mr.  Donald 
M'Leod  (late  of  Canna)  as  our  guide.  W« 
rode  for  fome  time  along  the  diftrift  of  Slate» 
near  the  ihore.  The  houfes  in  general  arc 
made  of  turf,  covered  with  grafs.  The  country 
(eemed  well  peopled.  We  cariie  into  the  di- 
ftrid;  of  Strath,  and  pafTed  along  a  wild  mooriih 
tradt  of  land  till  we  arrived  at  the  fhore. 
'There  we  found  good  verdure,  and  fome  cu- 
rious whin- rocks,  or  colleftions  of  ftones  dike 
the  ruins  of  the  foundation^  of  old  buildings. 
We  faw  alfo  three  Cairns  of  confiderable  Cze. 
About  a  mile  beyond  Broadfoot,  is  Corriecha- 
tachin,  a  farm  of  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald's, 
poflefled  by  Mr.  M^Kinnon  *,  who  received  us 

with 

*  That  my  readers  may  have  my  narrative  in  (ha  ftyle  of 
the  country  through  which  I  am  travelling,  they  will  pleafe 
to  be  Informed»  that  the  chief  of  a  clan  is  denominated  by  hit 
furuami  alone,  as  Mcleod,  M^Kinnon,  M'lntolh.  'to  prefix 
Mr*  to  it  would  be  a  degradation  from  ibt  M'Leod,  &c.  M/ 
old  friend,  the  Laird  of  M^Farlane^  the  great  antiquary,  took 
it  highly  amifs,  when  General  Wade  called  him  Mr,  M*Far- 
lane.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  he  could  not  bring  himfelf  to  ul% 
this  mode  of  addrefs  ;  it  Teemed  to  him  to  be  too  familiar,  as 
it  is  the  way  in  which,  in  all  other  places,  intimates  or  infe« 
riors  are  addreflfed.  When  the  chiefs  bavb  f///r/,  they  are  de« 
nominated  by  them,  as  Sir  James  Grants  Sir  Allan  M*Lean. 
Tke  other  Highland  gentlemen,  of  landed  property,  are  deno« 

minated 


with  a  hearty  welcome,  as  did  his  wife,  whd 
was  what  we  call  in  Scotland  a  lady-Hie  woman- 
Mr.  Pennant,  in  the  courfe  of  his  tour  to  the 
HebHdes,  pafled  two  nights  at  this  gentleman's 
houfe.  On  its  being  mentioned,  that  i  prefent 
had  here  been  made  to  him  of  a  curious. fpeci-^ 
men  of  Highland  antiquity.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid^ 
**  Sir,  it  was  more  than  he  defcrved.  The  dog 
is  a  Whig,"    . 

We  here  enjoyed  the  conlfort  of  a  table 
plentifully  furnilhed,  the  fatisfaftion  of  which 
was  heightened  by  a  numerous  and  cheerful 
company  j  and  we  for  the  firft  time  had  a  fpeci- 
men  of  the  joyous  focial  manners  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Highlands.  They  talked  in  their 
own  ancient  language,  with  fluent  vivacity,  and 
fung  many  Erfe  fongs  with  fuch  fpirit,  that, 
though  Dr.  Johnfon  was  treated  with  tht 
greateft  refpedt  and  attention,  there  were  mo- 
ments in  which  he  feemed  to  be  forgotten. 
For  myf^lf,  though  but  a  Lowlander^  having 
picked  up  a  few  words  of  the  language,  I  prc- 
fumed  to  mingle  in  their  mirth,  and  joined  in 
the  chorufTes  with  as  much  glee  as  any  of  thp 

company* 

nlnated  by  tbeir  ijlatest  as  Kafay^  Boifdali\  and  the  wives  of 
all  of  them  have  the  title  of  ladiu*  The  tackfmin^  or  princU 
pal  tenants,  are  named  by  their  farms,  as  Kingjhtirgb,  Cori* 
thaiacbim ;  and  their  wives  are  called  the  imfirtft  of  Kingf* 
bui^h,  the  miftrefs  of  Coricbatachin.-—— Having  given  thift 
explanation,  1  ara  at  liberty  to  ufe  that  mode  of  fpeech  wbick 
genenlly  prevails  in  the  Highlands,  and  the  Hebrides. 
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Company.    Dnjohnfon,  being  fatigued  wi^ 
his  journey,  retired  early  to  his  chamber,  wher* 
he  compofed  the  following  Ode^  addrdSed  ta 
>f rs.  Yftrale '. 

t>  D   iL 

Pimuo  tirr!as\  uU  mutanpik 
Saxias  mifcit  mhuHs  ttnnas^ 
T$rva  ubi  ridmtJliriUs  cobm 

y$ta^  ubi  nulk  decorata  €uUu 
ffuaUit  in/ormis,  tugurique  funis  t 

Fceda  latifak 

htir  irrms  fabbr^fd  Ufigi, 
Intir  ignotte^ripihii  lotjuelm 
j^fi^  mMs  micu^^  quid  agat  require 

ThraUa  duUisf^ 

Siu  vtrt  iuras  pia  nupta  nndcet^ 
Snt/ovif  matirfitolim  benigmtp 
Swe  am  Mhris  noiiitatt  pafcet 

SeduldmiHtiiki 

ist  mnuT  noftti^  jidnqui  fnercitf 
Stetfidis  e9nfians^  fturitaque  blandum 
Tbraliie  difcdnt  nfinan  nomen 

laU^ra  SJlidi 
•criptQin  in  Skil,  8^«  $',  tfj%. 
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Ituejdofj  lib  'S^tenrbef-. 

l5r/Jolinfon  waS'  mucH  plcafed  wiih  ^ioj 
entertainment  here.  There  were  many  good 
books  in  the  honife  :0'  Mcdlor  Boethius  in 
Latin 5  Cave's  Lives^^rf^dic  €fath<rrB 5  -Baker's 
Chronicle ;  Jeremy  Cblti^f^  ^Church  44iftory  ^ 
Dr.  Johnfon's  finsil  'Di^ionary  5 ' 'Cfkufurd's 
Officers  oF'StatCj  and  feveral  more: — a  mez- 
zotinto  of  Mrs.  SFO^ketf  the  ^rds  ^y  fomc 
ftrange  chance  in  Sky) ;  «nd  alfo-  « •  print  of 
Macdonald  'of  danranald,  *wiA.  a  C^tin  in- 
fcription  Sbout  the  cruelties  after  the  battle  ol 
CuUoden,  which  will  never -be  ib^fgott^n. 

It  was  a  very  ^et>0»wny.  day  1  fi>  Ve  were 
obliged  t^^rcm^n  heoq,  .it  ^^iogtimpjstflible  to 

crofs  thc'fea  to  R^fay. 

I  employed  a  part  of  the  forenpon  10  writing 
this  Journal.  The  reft  df .  it  was  fomewhat 
dreary,  from  the  ^loominefs  of  the  weather, 
and  thej  »Dcertain  ftate  which  we  were  in,  as 
we  could  not  tell  but  it  might  clear  up  every 
hour.  Nothing  fs  more  uneufy  to'/the  mind 
than  a  ftate  of  fufpcnce?,  elpecially  when  it 
depends  upon  theyeatlrer,  concerning  which 
there  can  be  fo  littlp  .  calculation.  As  Df • 
Johnfon  faid  of  our  wcarinefs  on  the  Monday 
at  Aberdeen,  "  Senfation  is  fenfation  :"  Corri- 
chatachin,  which  W45,  laft  night  a  hofpitabic 
^\  •  .   **  *  *  houfe. 


hoofe,  was,  in  ntvy  trtHSi  Aanged  to-rfay  into 
a  prifon.  Afeer  •dirtnyr,-!  fead  fame  of  Dr. 
Macphetfom's  Diflbrtati^ns  on  ^Che  -ArKrient 
Caledonians.  I  fivas  i^ifgufted  by  '^he  unfa* 
th(kdtary  conjeft^es  as  to  antiquity;  before 
the  days  of  record.  I  was  h^ppy  when  tea 
carpe.  Soch,  I  take  it,  is  t4%6  ftate  of  thofc 
who  live  in  the  ccKjotry.  Me^ls  ^re  wifhed  for 
from  the  cravings  of  vacuity  6f  mind,  «s  well 
as  -from  Uhe  dcfrre^of  eating.  I  was  hurt  to  find 
even  fuch  a  temporary  fceblenefs,  and  that  I 
was  fd  for  from  'being  that  robiift  wi^fe  man 
^ho  is  fufficienl  for  his  own  happiness.  I  felt 
a  kind  of  lethargy  of  indolence.  I  did  not 
exert  myfclf  to  get  fir.  Johnfon  to  talk,  that  I 
might  not  have  the  labour  of  writing  down  his 
converfation.— He  enquired  here,  if  there  were 
imy  remains  of  the  fecond  fight.  Mr.  M*Pher- 
fi>n,  minifterof  Slate,  faid,  he  was  refolved  not 
to  believe  it,  becaufe  it  was  founded  on  no 
principle.— y*<fr^tf».  ''  There  ar^  many  things 
then,  which  we  are  fure  are  true,  th^^t  you  will 
not  believe.  What  principle  is  there,  why  a 
loadftone  attrads  iron  i  why  an  egg  produces  a 
chicken  by  heat  ?  why  a  tree  grows  upwards, 
Jvhen  the  natural  tendency  of  ^11  things  is 
downwards  ?  Sir,  it  depends  upon  the  degree 
t)f  evidence  that  you  have."  — Young  Mr. 
^^Kinnon  mentioned  one  M  Kenzie,  who  ik 
ftill  alive,  who  had  often  fainted  in  his  pre- 

I>r  2  fence. 
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fence,  and  when  he  recovered,  mentioned  vi> 
lions  which  had  been  prefented  to  him.  H9 
told  Mr.  M<Kinnon>  that  at  fuch  a  place  he 
ihould  meet  a  funeral,  and  ikzt  fuch  and  fuch 
people  would  be  the  bearers,  naming  four; 
and  three  weeks  afterwards  ke  faw  what  M'Ken^ 
zie  had  predifbed.  The  naming  the  very  ipot 
in  a  country  where  a  funeral  comes  a  long  way^ 
and  the  very  people  as  bearers,  when  there  are 
fo  many  out  of  whom  a  choice  may  be  made, 
fcems  extraordinary.— We  would  have  fent  foff 
M^Kenzie,  had  we  not  been  informed  that  he 
could  fpeak  no  Englifh.  Befides,  the  faftd 
were  not  related  with  fuflEcient  accuracy. 

Mrs.  M'Kinnon,  who  h  a  daughter  of  old 
Kingfburgh,  told  us,  that  her  father  was^  one 
day  riding  in  Sky,  and  fome  women,  who  were 
at  work  in  a  field  on  the  fide  of  the  road,  faid 
to  him,  chey  had  heard  two  fa^cks,  (that  is,  two 
voices  of  perfons  about  to  die,)  and  what  was 
remarkable,  one  of  them  was  ain  Engli/b  taifrk, 
which  they  never  heard  before.  When  he  re* 
turned,  he  at  that  very  place  met  two  funerals^ 
and  one^of  them  was  that  of  a  woman  who  hed 
come  from  the  main  land,  and  could  Ipeak 
only  Englifh.  This,  (he  remarked,  made  a  great 
impreffion  upon  her  father. 

How  all  the  people  here  were  lodged,  I 
know  not.  It  was  partly  done  by  feparating 
man  and  wife,  and  putting  a  number  of  men 
in  one  room,  and  of  women  in  another. 

Wednejdi^y 


Wtinefday^  %th  Septmber. 

TVhcn  I  awakedj  the  rain  in^as  much  heavier 
than  yefterday  s  but  the  wind  had  abated.  B/ 
t)reakfafl:^  the  day  was  betterj  and  in  a  little 
^hile  it  was  calm  and  clear.  I  felt  my  fpirits 
much  elated.  The  propriety  of  the  expreffion^ 
**  the  Jtmjhm  ,()f  the  hiafty*  now  jftruck  me  with 
peculiar  forces  for  ,the  brilliant  xays  penetrated 
into  my  very  foul.  We  were  all  ia  better  hu- 
mour than  before.  Mrs.  M^CinBon,  with 
vnafFefted  hofpitalitjr  and  politeoefs^  exprefled 
her  happinefs  in  having  fuch  company  in  her 
houfe,  and  apf>eared  to  4inderftand  and  rclifli 
Dr.  Johnfon'^  converfation^  as  indeed  all  the 
rompany  feemed  to  do.  When  I  knew  ihe 
was  old  Kingfburgh's  daughter^  I  did  not 
wonder  at  the  good  appearance  which  fte 
made. 

She  talked  as  if  lier  hulband  and  family 
would  emigrate^  rather  than  be  oppreiTed  by 
their  landlord;  and  faid,  **'how  agreeable 
would  it  bcj  if  thcfe  gentlemen  fhould  come 
in  upon  us  when  we  arc  in  America/*—- Some- 
body obferved  that  Sir  Alexander  Macdonald 
was  always  frightened  at  fea. — John/on.  ^*  He  is 
frightened  at  fea  i  and  his  tenants  are  fright- 
ened when  he  comes  to  land/* 

We  refolved  to  fet  out  direftly  after  break- 
&&.    Wc  had  about  two  miles  to  ride  to  the 
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fca-fidc,  and  there  we  expedcd  to  get  one  of 
the  boats  betoflgirtg  to' the  fleel  of  bounty  her- 
ring-bufles  then  on  the  coaft^  ar  su^  leajflr  a  good 
country  filhiag-boat.  But  while  we  wei?e  pre- 
paring to  fet  out*  there  arrived  a  man' widi  tht 
fblWing  card*  from  the  Reverend  Mr,  Donald 
M'Qyecn* 

« Mf*  M^Quctn's  cbnnpliments^  cdh  Mr. 
^Bofwe4"li  and  beg^  leave  to  acquaint  hint^ 
«  tJhatj  fearing'  die  ^ant  of  a  proper  boat,  as 
^jifluoh  ^  the  paiiv  of  yefterday,  rtnight  have 
«*  cawfed  a  ite{>,  he.  is  now  at  Skianwden  with 
^*  MacgiUichalkim's*  carriage,  to  convcry  him 
^  and  Dr.  Jchnfon^  tb  Rafay,  where  they  will 
*•  meet  with  a  naoft  hearty  welcome,  and  where 
**  MacJe<^d5-  being  on*  a  vrfit^  now  attends  their 
♦*^  ilndcions^." 

m 

This  card  was  mod  agreeable  j  it  wa£  a  pwro- 
fogue  to  that  hafpitable  and  truly  polite  recep* 
tSon  which  we  foiind  at  Rafay.  In  a  littke  white 
arrived  Mr.  Donald  M'Queen  himfelf  j  a  de- 
cent minifter>  an*  elderly  n?an  with  his  own 
black  hair,  courteous,  and  rather  flpw  of 
^eech>  but  candid^  fenCble  and  welLinfonncdy 
liajf  learned.  Along  with  him  came,  as  oujp 
pilot,  z  gentleman  whom  I  had  agre^  defirc  ta 
fee,  Mr.  Malcolm  Maclcod,  one  of  the  Rafay 

.       femilyai 

*  The  Highland  e]^r«ifton  for  Laird  of  Rafay, 
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family,  celebrated  ia  the  year  174^-6.  He  was 
jfiow  fixty-two  years  of  age, .  haJfi/  and  weU  pro- 
per tioned^-^witk  a  inanly  .co\intenanicej  tanned 
by  the  weather,  yet  hav4ng  a  ruddihcis  m  hU 
cheeks^  over  a  great  pairt^of  wtHch  his  rbi)gh 
l>eard  extended  ;-*^a  quick  -lively  eyej  not  fierce 
in  his  look,  but  at  once  firm  and  good 
Bumoured.  He  wore  a  pair  oY  brogues,:-^ 
Tartan  hofe  which  came  up  pnly-  ne^  to  hi$ 
luiees,  and  left  them  bare,-r-a  purple  camblet 
kilt,— a  black  waiftcoat,— -a  Ihort  green  clotk 
coat  bound  with  goljl  cgrdi,^*— a  yellowiih  bu(hy 
i^ig,— a  large  blue  bonnet  With  a  gold  thread 
l^utton.  I  never  faw  a  figure  that  was  more 
perfeftly  a  reprefentativc  of  a  HigMand  gentk;'- 
man.  I  wilhed  nauch  f o.  have  a  pidure  of  him 
yiR,  a&  he  w^«  I  found  Ium>  frank  aod^^/^/^ 
in  the  true  fenfe  of  the  word. 

The  good  faouly  at  Corichatach^a  i^id^  they 
lioped  tO|  fee  us  on  our  return.  We  rode  dowa 
to  the  fhore  ^  but  Malcolm  walkcid  w^l;  gf^fiC^ 
fula^ity.  ; 

We  got  into  R^a^'s  carriagey  which.  Was  a 
good  ftrong  open  ^at  made  in  Norway.  The 
«rifid  had  now  rifen  pretty  high>.aad  was  s^iiinft 
US;  but  we  h^  fpu,r  ftaut  royrers^  p^rliOMl^ly 
a  Macleod,  a  robuft*  black-haired  fellow, 
^alf  naked,  and  bare-headed,  fQmethingbetweca 
^  wild  Indian  and  an  Englifli  tar.  Dr.  Johnfofi 
i^t  hi^h  on  the  ftern,  like  a  magnificent  Triton. 
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Malcolm  fung  tn  Erfe  Tong,  the  diorui  t( 

which  was  '^  Hdtym  foam  foam  eriy*  with  word? 

of  his  own.    The  tunc  rcfcmblcd  "  Owr  tbf 

mnir  amang  ibi  beafber.*'    The  boatmen  u4 

Mr.  McQueen  chorufed>  ud  all  went  well. 

At  length  Malcolin  himfdf  took  an  oar^  and 

fowed  vigoroufly.    We  failed  $dong  the  cpaft 

of  Scalpai  a  rugged  ifland^  about  four  niiles  in 

length.     Dr.  Johnfon  proppfed  that  he  and  t 

0iould  buy  it^  and  found  a  good  fchool,  and 

an  epifcopal  church,  (Malcolm  faid, '  he  would 

cqme  to  it,)  arid  have  a  printing-prefst  where 

he  would  print  all  the  Erfe  that  could  be  found. 

•    Here  I  was  ftrongly  ftruck  with  our  long- 

projcfted  fchemc  of  vifiting  the  Hebrides  being 
realized.  '  I  called  to  him,  "  We  are  contend* 
ing  with  feas  ;'*  which  I  think  were  the  words 
of  one  of  his  letters  to  me.  "  Not  much,"^ 
faid  he;  and  though  the  wind  made  the  iba 
lafh  confiderably  upon  us,  he  was  not  difcom- 
pofed.  After  we  were  out  of  the  flicker  of 
^calpa>  and  in  the  found  between  it  an^l  Rafav^ 
which  extended  about  a  league,  the  wind  made 
the  fea  very  rough.  I  did  not  like  it.--^yobnfim. 
<^  This  now  is  the  Atlantick.  If  I  fliould  tell 
at  a  tea-table  in  London,  that  I  havc^  crofled 
the  Atlantick  .  in  an  open  boat*  how  they'd 
ihudder,  and  what  a  fool  they'd  think  me  to 
cxpofe  myfelf  to  fuch  danger  \"  He  then  re- 
pcated  Horace's  ode^ 
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.    :  Oihim  Dives  rcgat  in  faienH 
Pren/us  Mgao  — — . 
In  the  confufion  and  hurry  of  this  boifterout 
faHy  Dn  Johnlbn's  fpurs^  of  which  Jofeph  had 
chargei  were  carried  over-boajrd  into  the  fea» 
and  loft.    This  was  the  firft  misfortune  that 
has  befallen  us*     Dn  Johnfon  was  a  little  angry 
at  firftj  obferving  that  '*  there  was  fomething 
wild  in  letting  a  pair  of  ipurs  be  carried  into 
^be  fea  out  of  a  boat  "  but  then  he  remarked^ 
^^  thatj  as  Janes  the  naturalift  had  faid  upon 
lofing  his  pocket-bookj  it  was  rather  an  incon- 
venience than  a  lofs."  He  told  us^  he  now  recol- 
leAed  that  he  dreamt  the  night  before,  that  he 
put  his  ftaff  into  a  river^  and  chanced  to  let  it 
go»  and  it  was  carried  down  the  ftream  and 
loft.     **  So  now  you  fee  (faid  he)  that  I  have 
loft  my  lpur$i  and  this  ftory  is  better  than 
0iany   of  thoie   which  we  have  concerning 
fecond  fight  and  dreams."     Mr.  McQueen  faid 
lie  did  not  believe  the  fecond  fight ;  that  he 
:never  mrt  with  any  jvell  attefted  inftances ;  and 
if  he  ihouldj  he  would  impute  them  to  chance ; 
becaufe  a|ll  who  pretend  to  that  equality  often 
fail  in  their  predi&ions^  though  they  take  a 
great  fcopcj  and  fometimes  interpret  literally, 
fpmetimes  figuratively,  fo  as  to  fuit  the  events* 
Jtje  told  us,  that,  fince  he  came  to  be  minifter 
pf  the  parifli  where  he  now  is,  the  belief  of 
^^itchcraft,  -or  charms,  was  very  common,  in- 

fomuch 


fomuch  th^  1^  h«i  *  mu j  pi^cctitibns  before 
his  Jeffion  (the  pacochialt  eeclcfiaftical  court) 
agaiflft  wotnen^  for  having  bf  diefe  mlans 
carried  off  the  mHk  fcocn  po^pkisi  covrs.  I>lb 
difregarde4  them;  aed  there  is  not  now  the 
leaft  veftige  of  that  fuperSitioii. .  :He  preached 
agaiaft  it;  and  in  order  to  give  a  ftrong  proof 
to  the  people  that  there  was  nothing  in  it^  he 
faid  from  the  pulpit,  .that  qv«rjr  woman  in  the. 
parifli  was  welcome  to  take  the  milk  from  his 
cowsj   provided  (he  did  not  touch  then). 

Dr.  Johnfon:  aiked  him  as:  ft>  Fingal.     Hie 
ikid  he  could  repeat  fbme  .  paflages  in  the  ori- 
ginal s  tfait  be  heard  his  graadfiKbdr  had  a  copy 
of  it;    but  that  he  could  not   affirm    that 
Ofiian  compo&dati  that  poem  as  k  is  now  pub*  . 
liihed.    This  cai!ne  pretty  much  ta  what  I>p» 
Johnibn  h^s   maintained ;  (sfaough  he  goes  ^- 
thcr,   and  contends,  that  \\  i»  no  better  than  v 
foch  an  epick  poem  as  he  oooMisiake  from  the  . 
fon^ofRobii^HAod^jthatisttfrfay,  that,  except 
%  lew  paflag;es,  there  is  nothifig  truly  ancient 
burthc  namies.  imd)  fome  v^ue  traditions .    IVIr. 
M5Queefa  aJicdgedvthairHftWef  w^s  made  up  of 
detached  fiiagib^fitri.     Di*.  Johnfon  denied  this'; 
ob&Tving,  J  that  it  had  been  one  work  origmaH^^, 
and  that  you  could-not  put  a  book  of  the  Iliad 
out  of  its  place;    and  he  believed  the  fame 
might  be  iaid  of  the  Odyfley. 

1         The    . 
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TKc  approach  to  Ra%  was  Vwy  pleafing. 
We  iaw  before  as  z  beauti/til  boy,  v^U  de^ 
iended  b^  a  rocky  cooft ;  a  good  fatnily  mai^- 
fion  i  a  fine  verdure  about  it^-~wi«h  a  confidsis^ 
able  number  of  treet  ;-^acid  beyond  it  hilb  and 
mountains  in- .  gradaticm  of  witdhefs.  Our 
boatmen  fung.  with  great  Ipirit.  Dr.  Johnfcm 
€>bferved,  that  navalc  mArfick  was  very  ancient. 
As  we  came  near  the  ihore,  tike  finging  of  mt 
rowers  was*  fuccceded  by  that  of  reapers,  wiM» 
were  bufy  at  work,  and  who  feemed  to  fhovc 
as  nauch  as  to  fing,  while  they  worked  with  a 
bounding  adlvity.  Juft  as  we  landed,  I  ob^ 
ierved  a  crofs,  or  rather  the  ruins  of  one,  upon 
Z  i^ock,  which  had  to  nne  a  pleafing  veftige  (^ 
teKgicn.  I  perceived  a  large  cooipany  conning 
050C  from  the  houfe.  We  nrt^t  them  as  we 
itfattsed  up.  There  were  Rafay  himftlf ;  hill 
kvoch^r  Dr.  Macfeod ;  hid  nephew  the  Lair^ 
of  M'Kinnon ;  the  Laivd  of  N&cleod ;  Colonel 
Mackod  of  Talifker,  an  oficer  in  the  Dutcfar 
iervkie,  a  very  genteel  maiH  and  a  faithful 
branch  of  the  famdly  y  t/it^  Maeleod  of  iMuiro** 
venfide,  beft  kno^u^n'  by  th^  name  of  Sandi« 
Macleod,  wlio  wa«  k>ng  in  exile  on  account  of 
tiic  part  which  hd  took  in  *  1^45  ;  and  ftytr^ 
other  perfows.  We  were  W€*komed  upon  the^ 
green,  and  conducted  into  the  houft,  where  we- 
were  introduced  to  Lady  R4fkyi  who  wa*  ftir- 
itHinded  by  a  nunwr6u«  f«imityj  confining  of 

three 
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tlira  fons  and  ten  daughters.  The  Laird  of 
Rafay  is  a  fenfible*  polite^  and  mofl:  hofpitablc 
gcuuleman.  I  was  told  that  his  ifland  ofUzCxy^ 
and  that  of  Rona^  (from  which  the  eldeft  fon  of 
the  family  has  his  title^)  and  a  confiderable  ex*- 
tent  of  land  which  he  has  in  Sky^  do  not  alto- 
gether yield  him  a  very  large  revenue :  and  yet 
he  lives  in  great  fplendour;  and  {o  far  is  he 
from  diftrefling  his  people^  that^  in  the  prefent 
rage  for  cxmgfriition,  not  a  man  has  left  his 
cftate. 

..  It  "waa  paft  fix  o'clock  when  we  arrived. 
Some  excellent  brandy  was  ferved  round  imme* 
diatelyj  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  High^^ 
lands,  where  a  dram  is  generally  taken  every 
day.  They  call  it  a  Jcalcb^  On  a  (ide^board 
was  placed  for  us,  who  had  come  off  the  &a» 
a  fubftantial  dinncTi  and  a  variety  of  wines. 
Tihen  wie  lud  coffee  and  tea.  I  obferved  in 
the  room  feveral  elegantly-bound  books,  and 
other  (narks  of  improved  life.  5oDn  afterwards 
a  fidler  appeared,  and  a  little  ball  begaA» 
Rafay  himfelf  danced  with  93  much  ipirit  as 
any  man,  and  Malcolm  bpuxided  like  a  roe. 
$andie  Macleod,  who  has  at  tinges  an  exceflive 
flow  of  fpirits,  and  had  it  now,  was,  in  his 
days  of  abfconding,  known  by  the  name  of 
M^Cruflickj  which  it  feems  was  the  defignation 
of  a  kind  of  wild  man  in  the  Highlands,  fomc-^ 
thinp  between  Probcus  and  Don  Qljiifotte ;  and 
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lb  he  was  called  here.    He  made  much  jovial 
nQife.    Dr.  Johnfon  was  fo  delighted  with  this 
fctoCj  that  he  faid^  '^  I  know  not  how  we  d^all 
get  away."    It  entertained  n\e  to  obferve  him 
fitting  byj  while  we  danced,  fometimes  in  deep 
meditation,—- fometimes  fimling  complacently^ 
—-fometimes  looking  vpon  Hooke's  Roman 
Hiftory,— and   fometimes    talking    a    littlci 
amidft  the  noife  of  the  ball,  to  Mr.  Donald 
McQueen,  who  anxioufly  gathered  knowledge 
from  him.     He  was  pleafed  with  M^Queen^ 
and  faid  to  me,  ^^  This  is  at  critical  man.  Sir* 
There  muft  be'  great  vigour  of  mind  to  make 
him  cultivate  learning  fb  much  in  the  ifle  of 
Sky,  where  he  might  do  without  it.    It  is  won- 
derful how  many  of  the  new  publications  he 
has*    There  nmift  be  a  fnatch  of  every  oppor- 
tunity/'   Mr.  M'Queen  told  me  that  his  bro- 
ther (who  is  the  fourth  generation  of  the  family 
following  each  other  as  minifters  of  the  parifh 
of  Snizort)  and  he  joined  together,  and  bought 
from  time  to  time  fuch  books  as  had  reputation. 
Soon  after  we  came  in,  a  black  cock  and  grey 
hen,  which  had  been  (hot,  were  (hewn^  with 
their  feathers  on,   to  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  had 
never  feen  that  fpecies  of  bird  before.    We  had 
a  company  of  thirty  at  fupper ;    and  all  was 
good  humour  and  gaiety,   without  intempe- 
rance. 


At  hreakfaft  this  morning,  anaong  a  profb* 
lion  of  other  things,  there  >were  oatnirAkeSj 
made  of  what  Ls  called  gradd^wd  xtxtB^yXh^tis, 
meal  nude  of  gr^in  fepar^^d  (soai  -the  ixuflzs» 
and  toal^ed  by;  firf>  inftead  of  being  threih^d 
and  kiln-dried.  This  feems  to  be  bad  tna- 
Aagenncnc,  as  ib  much  fodder 'jljs. oonfuni^d  .^f 
it.  Mr.  MKJjiecq  however  Tdefendpd  it,  >by 
'  faying,  that  it 4$  doing  the  (hing  muqh  quicker, 
as  one  <^ration  ffrves  whatM^  ^herwUe  ckme 
by  two.  His  ohief  reafoa  ^however  wa^  fhat 
the  fervants  in  Sky  are,  according  to  hinu  ^ 
faithlefe  pack,  and  fteal  .what  they  canj  fo  that 
much  is  faved  by  the  corn  >pa(rtng  but  oiutt 
through  their  hands,  a^  at  each  ci(ne  thqy  piifbr 
fome.  It  appears  to  pfic,  that  the  gradanirig  i% 
a  ftroiig  proof  of  the  lazinefs  of  theHighlanderSj 
who  will  rather  make  fire  AStior  ihem,  at  the 
expenoe  of  fodder,  than  labour  themfdlv^a. 
There  was  alfo,  what  I  cannot  help  diflikifig  at 
breakfaft:,  cheefe :  it  i^  the  cuftom  over  :aU  the 
Highlands  to  have  it  $  and  it  often  fmells  veiif 
ftrong,  and  poifons  to  fi  certain  degree  the  ek« 
gance  of  an  Indian  repaft.  The  dAy.  w^ 
Ihowery ;  however,  Raf^y  and^  1  pok  a  walkj 
and  had  fome  cordial  converfation.  1  conceived 
a  more  than  ordinary  regard  for  this,  worthy 
gentleman.     His    family  has    poflefled    this 

ifland 


above  four  hundfed  yotn*  It  is  lUc  re-^ 
ipaios^cif  the  eftat/e  ^f  Madeod  of  Lewis,  whom  - 
her/qprcfcrtts.~When  mt  rct^ro^d,  Dr,  JohnA)ii  ^ 
walked  witb  U3  to  iee.  the  old  chc^h  He  was 
ift .  fine  Ipirits.  He  faid,  "  This  ia  truly  the 
patriarchal  li^  ;  this  is  what  wc;  c^me  to  find/' 
^  A^ter  dinner,  M^CrufliGk^  Miloolm, .  and  U 
wefitout  with  ^ims^  to  try  if  we  could  find  any 
IPiJacJc-cocki  ;bi^  we  had  no  i^rt^  owing  to  a 
^vy  -raki,  i  I  iaw  here  what  is  caHed  a  Danifh 
f^rt.  Our^ening  was  pafied  as  laft  night  was* 
One  o£  oiur  ^ompany^  I  was  toldj  had  hurt 
himfelf  by  too  much  iludy,  particularly  of 
infidel  met^phyriclans,  of  which'  he  gave  a 
proof,  on  fecond  fight  being  mentioned.  He 
immediately -retailed  fame  of  the  fallacious  ar- 
guments of  VoUaice  and  Hume  againfi:  miracles 
in  generaL  Infidelity  in  a  Highland  gentle* 
man  appeared  to  ,me  peculiarly  ofFenfive.  I 
was  forry  for  him,  as  he  had  otherwife  a  good 
charafter.  I  told  Dr.  Johnfon  that  he  had  ftudied 
himfelf  into  infidelity. — Johnfon.  "  Then  he 
muft  ftudy  himfelf  out  of  it  again.  That  is 
the  way.  Drinking  largely  will  fober  him 
again," 

Friday y  lotb  September. 
Having  refolved   to  explore  the  ifland  of 
Rafay,  which  could  be  done  only  6fi  foot,  I 
the  lafl  nigliit  obtained  my  feUow  traveller'f 
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|>ermiffion  to  leare  him  for  a  day^  he  beiri|| 
unable  to  take  (b  hardy  a  walk.  Old  Mr^ 
Malcolm  M^Cleod^  who  had  obligingly  pro^ 
mifed  to  accompany  me,  was  at  my  bedfidei 
between  five  a0d  fit.  1  fprang  up  immediately^ 
and  he  and  1,  attended  by  two  other  gentle^^ 
men,  traverfed  the  dountry  during  the  whole 
of  this  day<  Though  we  had  paflTed  over  not 
lefs  than  four-and- twenty  miles  of  very  rugged 
ground,  and  had  a  Highland  dance  tfn  the  top 
of  Dun  Can,  the  higheft  mountain  in  the  ifland> 
we  returned  in  the  evening  not  at  all  fatiguedi 
and  piqued  ourfelves  at  noc  being  outdone  at 
the  nightly  ball  by  our  lefs  aftive  friends^  who 
had  remained  ai  home. 

My  furvey  of  Rafay  did  not  furriifli  mu'dh 
which  can  intefcft  my  readers  j  I  Ihall  therefore 
put  into  as  fhort  a  compafs  as  I  can,  the  obfer- 
vatioris  upoh  it,  which  I  find  ^cgiftered  in  my 
Journal.  It  is  albout  fifteen  Englifh  miles 
long,  and  four  broad.  On  the  fouth  fide  is 
the  laird's  family  feat,  fituated  on  a  pleafing 
low  fpot.  The  old  tower  of  three  ftoffes, 
mentioned  by  Martin,  was  taken  down  fc^ori 
after  1746^  and  a  modern  houfe  fupplies  its 
place.  There  arc  very  good  grafs  fields  and 
corn  lands  about  it,  well  drefTed.  I  obferved> 
however,  hardly  tiny  inclofures,  except  a  good 
garden  plentifully  ftocked  with  vegetables,  mid 
ftrawberriesy  rafpbcrries,  currants^  &€« 
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On^bnc  6f  the  rocks  juft  ^vlicrc  We  landed, 
which  Are  not  high,  there  is  rudely  carved 
a  fquare,  with  a  crucifix'  ih  the  middle.  Here> 
it  is  faid,  the  Lairds  ofRrafay,  in  old  times, 
ufed  to  offer  up  their  devotions.  I  could  not 
approach  the  fpot,  without  a  grateful  recol- 
Icftion  of  the  event  coinnftemcirated  by  thii 
fymbol. 

A  little  from  the  Ihore,  weftward,  is  a4cind 
of  fubterraneous  houfe.  There  has  been  a  na- 
tural fiffure,  or  fcparatipn  of  the  rock,  running 
towards  the  fea,  which  has  been  roofed  ovct 
with  long  ftones,  and  above  them  turf  has  been 
laid.  In  that  place  the  inhabitants  ufed  to 
keep  their  oars.  There  arc  a  number  of  trees 
hear  the  houfe,  which  grow  welli  Ibmcof" 
them  of  a  pretty  good .  fize.  They  arc  moftly 
plane  and  afh.  A  little  to  the  weft  of  the 
houfe  is  an  old  ruinous  chapel,  unroofed,  which 
never  has  been  very  curious.  "  We  here  faw 
fome  human  bones  of  an  uncommon  <ize. 
There  was  a  heel- bone,  in  particular,_which 
Dr.  M'Leod  feid  was  fuch,  that,  if  the  foot 
was  in  proportion,  it  muft  have  been  twenty- 
feven  inches  long.  Dr.  Johnfon  would  not 
look  at  the  bones.  He  darted  back  from  them 
with  a  ftriking  appearance  6f  horrour.  Mr* 
McQueen  told  us,  it  was  formerly  much  the 
cuftom,  in  thefe  ifles,  to  have  human  bones 
lying  above  ground^  efpecially  in  the  windows 
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of  churches.  On  the  fouth  of  the  chapel  U 
the  family  burying-placc.  Above  the  door,  on 
the  eaft  end  of  itj  is  a  fmall  buft  or  image  of 
the  Virgin  Marjr,  carved  upon  a  ftone  which 
makes  part  of  the  walL  There  is  no  church 
upon  the  ifland.  It  is  annexed  to  one  of  the 
parifhes  of  Sky,  and  the  miniftcr  comes  and 
preaches  either  in  Rafay's  houfc,  or  fome  other  . 
houfe,  on  certain  Sundays.  I  could  not  but 
value  the  family  feat  more>  for  having  even  the 
ruins  of  a  chapel  clofe  to  it.  There  was  fome- 
thing  comfortable  in  the  thought  of  being  fo 
near  a  piece  of  confecrated  ground.  Dr.  John- 
fon  faid,  "  I  look  with  reverence  upon  every 
place  that  has  been  f^t  apart  for  religion  -/*  and 
he  kept  off  his  hat  while  he  was  within  the  walls 
of  the  chapel. 

The  eight  croffes,  which  Martin  mentions  as 
pyramids  for  deceafed  ladies.  Hood  in  a  femi« 
circular  line,  which  contained  within  it  the 
chapel.  They  marked  out  the  boundaries  of 
ithc  facred  territory  within  which  an  afylum 
was  to  be»had.  One  of  them,  which  we  ob- 
icrvcd  upon  our  landing,  made  the  Srft  point 
of  the  femicircle..  There  are  few  of  them  now 
remaining.  A  good  way  farther  north,  there 
is  a  [row  of  buildings  about  four  feet  high : 
they  run  from  the  fhore  on  the  eaft  along  the 
top  of  a  pretty  high  eminence,  and  fo  down  to 
the  ihore  on  the  weft,  in  much  the  fame  direc- 
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tlon  with  the  croflcs.  Rafay  took  them  to  be 
the  marks  for  the  afylurti;  but  Malcolm 
thought  them  to  be  falfe  fentinels^  a  common 
deception,  of  which  inftances  occur  in  Martin> 
to  make  invaders  imagine  an.  ifland  better 
guarded,  Mr.  Donald  McQueen,  juftly  in  my 
opinion,  fuppofcd  the  croffes  which  form  the 
ihnef  circle  to  be  the  church's  land-marks. 

The  fouth  end  of  the  ifland  is  much  covered 
with  large  ftones,  or  rocky  ftrata.  The  laird 
has  enclofed  and  planted  part  of  it  with  firs^ 
and  he  (hewed  me  a  confiderable  (pace  marked 
out  for  additional  plantations. 

Dun  Can  is  a  mountain  three  computed  miles 
from  the  laird's  houfe.  The  afccnt  to  it  is  by 
confecutive  rifings,  if  that  expreflion  may  be 
ufcd  when  vallies  intervene,  fo  that  there  is 
but  a  fhort  rife  at  once ;  but  it  is  certainly  very 
high  above  the  fea.  The  palm  of  altitude  is 
diQ>uted  for  by  the  people  of  Rafay  and  thole 
of  Sky ;  the  former  contending  for  Dun  Can, 
the  latter  for  the  mountains  in  Sky,  over* 
againft  it.  We  went  up  the  caft:  fide  of  Dun 
Can  pretty  eafily.  It  is  moflly  rocks  all  around, 
the  points  of  which  hem  the  fummit  of  it. 
Sailors,  to  whom  it  is  a  good  objedt  as  they 
pafs  along,  call  it  Rafay's  cap.  Before  we 
reached  this  mountain,  we  pafied  by  two  lakes. 
Of  the  firft,  Malcolm  told  me  a  ftrange  fabu- 
lous tradition.     He  faid,   there  was  a  wild 
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beafi:  in  it,  z  fca-horjCe,  which  caiQe  and  dcr 
yourcd  a  man's  daughters  upon  which  thp 
man  lighted  a  great  fire,  and  had  a  fow  ro^fted 
at  it,  the  finell  of  which  at  traded  the  monftcn 
In  the  fire  was  put  a  fpit*  The  man  lay  .con-^ 
ccaled  behind  a  low  wall  of  loofe  ftones, 
and  he  had  an  avenue  fojmed  for  the  iponfteij^ 
with  two  rows  of  large  iiat  ftoncs,  which 
extended  from  the  fir^s  over  the  fummit  of 
the  hill,  till  it  reached  the  fide  of  the  loch* 
The  monfter  came,  and  the  man  with  the  red- 
hot  ipit  defixojred  it.  Malcolm  fhewed  me  the 
little  hiding  place^  aixd  the  rows  of  ftones*  He 
A\fi  not  laugh  vhen  he  told  this  ftory.  I  recol- 
^eft  having  feen  in  the  Scots  Magazfne,  feveral 
years  agOj  a  poem  upon  a  fimilar  tale,  per- 
haps the  fame,  tranflatcd  from  the  Erfe,  or 
Irilh,  called  ^IHn  and  the  t)aughter  of  Mey. 

There  is  a  large  traft  of  land,  ppflTeffed  as  a 
common,  in  Rafay.  They  have  no  regulations 
as  to  the  number  of  cattle.  Every  nian  puts 
upon  it  as  many  as  he  choofes.  From  Dun-Can 
northward,  till  yOu  reach  the  other  end  of  the 
ifland,  there  is  much  good  natural  pafliure, 
unencumbered  by  ftones.  We  paflcd  oyer  a 
fpot,  which  is  appropriated  for  the  exercifing 
ground.  In  1745,  a  hundred  fighting  men 
were  reviewed  here,  as  Malcolm  told  me,  who 

•     •  •      • 

was  one  of  the  officens  that  led  them  to  the 
iicld.    They  returned  home  all  but  about  four- 
teen. 
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tctn.  What  a  princely  thing  is  it  to  be  able 
to  furnifh  futh  9,  ba/id !  Rafay  has  the  true 
{pitit  of  a  chief.  He  is,  without  exaggeration, 
a  father  to  his  pcoplft. 

There  is  plenty  of  lime-ftone  in  the  ifland, 
a  great  quarry  of  free-ftone,  and  foriie  natural 
woods,  but  rion^  of  any  age,  as  they  cut  the 
trees  for  coninrioh  counitry  ufesr  The  lakes,  of 
which  there  arc  many,  are  well  ftocked  with 
trout.  Malcoln)  catchpd  one  of  four-and-" 
twenty  pounds  weight  in  the  locbmext  to  Di)n- 
Can,  which,  by  the  way^  is  certainly  a  Danifh 
name,  as  mod  namps  of  places  in  thefe  iflands 
afe. 

The  old  caftle,  in  which  the  family  of  Raia/ 
formerly  rcfided,  is  fituated  upon  a  rock  very 
jiear  the  fea.  The  rock  is  riot  one  maft  crif 
ftone,  but  a  cohcretiori  of  pebbles  and  earth, 
fo  firm  that  it  does  not  appear  to  have  moul- 
dered. In  this  remnant  of  antiquity  I  found 
nothing  worthy  of  being  noticed,  except  a 
certain  accommodation  rarely  to  be  found,  at 
the  modern  houfes  of  Scotland,  and  which  Dr. 
Johnfon  and  I  fought  for  in  vain  at  the  Laird 
of  Rafay's  new-built  nianfion,  where  nothing 
clfe  was  wanting.  I  took  the  liberty  to  tell 
the  Laird  it  was  a  (hame  there  fhould  be  fuch 
a  deficiency  in  civilized  times.  He  acknow- 
ledged the  juftice  of  the  rem^k.  But  perhaps 
fome  gcfierations  may  pafs  Ijcfore  the  want  is 

0  3  fupplicd. 


[  1^5  ] 

fupplied*  Dr.  Johnfon  obferved  to  mc^  how 
quietly  people  will  endure  an  evil,  which  they 
might  at  any  time  very  eafily  remedy ;  and 
mentioned  as  an  inftarice,  that  the  prefent 
family  of  Raiay  had  pofleflfed  the  ifland  for 
more  than  four  hundred  years,  and  never  made 
a  commodious  landing  place,  though  a  few 
men  with  pickaxes  might  have  cut  an  afcent  of 
ftairs  out  of  any  part  of  the  rock  in  a  week's 
time. 

The  north  end  of  Rafay  is  as  rocky  as  the 
fouth  end.  From  it  I  faw  the  little  ifle  of 
Fladda,  belonging  to  Rafay,  all  fine  green 
ground ; — and  Rona,  which  is  of  fo  rocky  a 
foil  that  It  appears  to  be  a  pavement.  I  was 
told  however  that  it  has  a  great  deal  of  grafs, 
i^  the  interftices.  The  Laird  has  it  all  in  his 
own  hands.  At  this  end  of  the  ifland  of  Rafay,  is 
a  cave  in  a  flriking  fituation.  It  is  in  a  recefs  of 
a  great  cleft,  a  good  way  up  from  the  fea. 
Before  it  the  ocean  roars,  being  daftied  againft 
rhonftrous  broken  rocks;  grand  and  aweful 
fropugnacula.  On  the  right  hand  of  it  is  a 
longitudinal  cave,  very  low  at  the  entrance, 
but  higher  as  you  advance.  The  fea  having 
fcooped  it  out,  it  feems  ftrangc  and  unaccount- 
able that  the  interior  part,  where  the  water 
ihuft  have  operated  with  lefs  force,  fhould  be 
loftier  than  that  which  is  more  immediately 
cxpofcd  to  its  violence.    The  roof  of  it  is  all 
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covered  with  a  kind  of  petrifications  formed  by 
drops^  which  perpetually  diftil  from  it.  The 
firft  cave  has  been  a  place  of  much  fafety*— I 
find  a  great  diiEculty  in  defcribing  vifible  ob- 
jects. I  muft  own  too  that  the  old  caille  and 
cave,  like  many  other  things^  of  which  one 
hears  much^  did  not  anfwer  my  expe£tations« 
People  are  every  where  apt  to  magnify  the  cu- 
riofities  of  their  cbuntry. 

This  ifland  has  abundance  of  black  cattle, 
iheep^  and  goats ;-— a  good  many  borfes,  which 
are  ufed  for  plowing,  carrying  out  dung>  &c. 
I  believe  the  people  never  ride.  There  are 
indeed  no  roads  through  the  ifland,  unlefs  a 
few  detached  beaten  tracks  deferve  that  name. 
Moft  of  the  houfes  are  upon  the  fhore ;  fo  that 
all  the  people  hay^  lixtle  boats,  and  catch  fifh. 
There  is  great  plenty  of  potatoes  here.  There 
are  blackcock  in  extraordinary  abundance,  moor- 
fowl,  plover,  and  wild  pigeons,  which  feemed 
to  me  to  be  the  fame  as  we  have  in  pigeon-* 
houfes,  in  their  ftate  of  nature*  Rafay  has  no 
pigcon-houfe.  There  are  no  hares  nor  rabbits 
in  the  ifland,  nor  was  there  ever  known  to  be  a 
fox,  till  lafl:  year,  when  one  was  landed  on  it 
by  fbme  malicious  perfon,  without  whofc  aid 
he  could  not  have  got  thither,  as  that'  animal 
is  known  to  be  a  very  bad  fwimmer.  He  has 
done  much  mifchief.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
fjfli  caught  in  the  fea  around  Rafay  ^  it  is  a 
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place  where,  one  may  liyc.  in  pkntjr,  aadevea 
in  luxury.  There  are  no  d^cx  j  bi^t  ^^afay  told, 
us.  he  would  get  fqgie. 

They  reckon  it  rains  nine  months,  in,  the. 
year  in  this  iHandj  owjqg.to  its  being  direfkly. 
oppofite  to  the  wcftcrn  coaft  of  Sky,  where 
the  watery  clouds  are  broken  by  high.moun- 
tj-ins.  The  hills  here,  and  indc.ed  all  the 
heathy  grounds  in  general,  abound  with  the 
fwejBt-fmellrng  p)ant  which  the  Highlanders  call 
gaul,  and  (I  think)  with  dwarf  juniper  ii>n:iany' 
places.  There  is  enough  of  turf,  which  is  their 
fbwel^  and  it  is  thought  there  is  a  mine  of  coah 
•if^-Such  arc  the  obfervations  which  I. made  upoa 
the  ifland  of  Rafay,  upon  comparing.it  with 
the  defcription  given  by.  Martin,  whofe.  book* 
we  had.  with  us. 

There  has  been  an  ancient  league,  between 
the  families  of  Macdonald  and  Raf»y-  Whenr 
ever  the  head  of  either  family  dies,  his  fword  is 
given  to  the  head  of  the.  other.  The,  prefent 
Rafay  has  the  late  Sir  James  Macdonald's 
fword.  Old  Rafay  joined  the  Highland  army 
in  1745J  but  prudently  guarded  againft  a  for- 
feiture, by  previoufly  conveying  his  eftate  to 
the  prefent  gentleman,  his  eldeft  fon.  On  that 
occafion.  Sir  Alexander,  father  of  the  late  Sir 
James  Macdonald,  was  very  friendly  to  his 
neighbour.  "  Don't  be  afraid,  Rafay,  faid  he^ 
rilufe  all  my  int^reft  to  keep  you  fafe^  and  if 
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ywr  eftate  fliould  be  taken.  Til  buy  it  for  the. 
ftmily." — And. he  would  have  done  it. 

Let  me  now  gather  fame  gold  duft, — fomc 
more  fragments  of  Dr.  Johnlbn*s  converfation, 
without  regard  to  order  of  time.  He  faid,  "  he 
thought  very,  highly  of  Bentley ;  that  no  man 
now  went  fo  far  in  the  kinds  of  learning  that  he 
cultivated;  that  the  many  attacks  on  him  were 
owing  to  envy,  and  to  a^deiire  of  being  known, 
by  being  in  competition  with  fuch  a  man ;  that 
it  was  fafe  to  attack  him,  becaufc  he  never  an- 
fweredf  his  opponents,  but  let  them  die  away. 
It  was  attackii^  a  man  who  woiild  not  beat 
them,  becaufe  his  beating  them  would  make, 
them  live  the  longer.  And  he  was  right  not  to, 
anfwer  j  for,  in  his  hazardous  method  of  writ* 
ing,  he  could. not  but  be  often  enough  wrongs 
fo  it  was  better  to*  leave  things-  to  their  general 
appearance,  than^  own  himfel^f  to  have  erred  in 
particulars." — He  faid,  "  Mallet  was  the  prct* 
tieft  dreft  puppet  about  town,  arid  .always  kf pts 
good  company.  That,  from  his  way  of  talking, 
he  faw,  and  always  faid,  that  he  had  not  written 
any  part  of  the  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough/  though  perhaps  he  intended  to  do  it  at 
fome  time,  in  which  cafe  he  was  not  culpable  in 
taking  the  penfion.  That  he  imagined  the 
Duchefs  furnilhed  the  materials  for  her  Apo- 
logy, which  Hooke  wrote,  and  Hooke  furnilhed 
the  words  and  the  ord^r^  and  all  that  in  which 
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the  art  of  writing  confifts.  That  the  duchel^ 
had  not  fuperior  parts^  but  was  a  bold  frontle{$  * 
woman,  who  knew  how  to  make  the  moft  of  her 
opportunities  in  life.  That  Hooke  got  a  larg^ 
fum  of  money  for  writing  her  Apology.  That 
he  wondered  Hooke  (hould  have  been  weak 
enough  to  infert  fo  profligate  a  maxim,  as  that  * 
to  tell  another's  fecret  to  one's  friend,  is  no 
breach  of  confidence  j  though  perhaps  Hooke, 
who  was  a  virtuous  man,  as  his  Hiftory  fhews, 
and  did  not  wifti  her  well,  though  he  wrote 
heir  Apology,  might  fee  itis  ill  tendency,  and 
yet  infert  it  at  her  dcfirc.  He  was  afting 
only  minifterially." — I  apprehend,  however, 
that  Hooke  was  bound, to  give  his  beft  advice. 
I  fpeak  as  a  lawyer.  Though  I  have  had  clients 
whofe  caufes  I' could  notl' as  a  private  man,' 
approve  $  yet,  if  I  undertook  them,  I  would 
riot  do  any  thing  that  might  be  prejudicial  to 

them,  even  at  their  defire,  witjiout  warning 
them  of  their  danger. 

SalurJay,  nib  Seft ember,. 
It  was  a  ftorm  of  wind  and  rain;  fo  we  could 
not  fct  out.  '  I  wrote  fome  of  this  Journal,  and 
talked  awhile  with  Dr.  Johnfon  in  his  room, 
and  pafled  the  day,  I  cannot  well  fay  how,  but 
very  pleafantly.  I  was  here  amufed  to  find 
Mr.  Cumberland's  comedy  of  the  fFeJi-Indiany 
in  which  he  has  very  well  drawn  aHighland  cha- 
j-after,  Colin  M'Cleod,  of  the  fame  name  with 
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thp  family. under  whofc  roof  we. now  were*. 
I^n  Johnfon  was  much  pleafed  with  the  Lairc^ . 
of  Macleod>  who  is  indeed  a  mofl:  promiiing; 
youths  and  with  a  noble  fpirit  ftruggies  with  » 
difficulties^  and  endeavours  to  preferve  his 
ppopie.  He  has  been  left  with  an  incumbrar.ce 
of  forty  thoufand  •pounds  debt^  and  annuities 
to  the  amount  of  thirteen  hundred^  pourds 
a  year.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  /^  If  he  gets  tic 
better  of  all  this^  he'll  be  a  hero  s  and  I  hope 
h?  will.  I  have  not  met  with  a  young  man 
who  had  more  defire  to  learn^  or  who  has  leirnt 
more.  I  have  feen  nobody  that  I  wifli  more  to 
do  a  kindnefs  to  than  Macleod."— Such  was  the 
honourable  elpgium^  on  this  young  chieftain« 
pronounced  by  an  accurate  obferver,  whole 
praife  was  never  lightly  bellowed. 

There  is  neither  juftice  of  peace^  nor  con- 
ilal!)le,  in  Rafay.  Sky  has  Mr.  M 'Cleod  of 
yiinilh^  who  is  the  Iheriff  fubftitute^  and  no 
other  juftice  of  peace.  The  want  of  the  exe- 
cution of  juftice  is  much  felt  among  the 
iflanders.  Maclcod  very  fenfibly  obferved,  that 
taking  away  the  heritable  jurifdiftions  had  not 
been  of  fuch  fervice  in  the  iflands  as  was  ima- 
gined. They  had  not  authority  enough  in  lieu 
of  them.  What  could  formerly  have  been 
fettled  at  once^  muft  now  either  take  much 
time  and  trouble,  or  be  negleded.  Dr.  John- 
fon faid,  ^^  A  country  is  in  a  bad  ftate,  which 
IS  governed  only  by  laws  s  becaufe  a  thoufand 
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things  occur  fSr  which  laws  cannot  provide, 
and  where  authority  ought  to  interpofe,  ^Now 
dcftroying  the  atithority  of  the;  chiefs  fet  the 
people  loofe*  It  did  not  pretend  t6  bring  any 
pofkive  good,  but  only  to  cure  fbme  evil  j  and 
I  am  not  well  enough  acquainted  with  the 
country  to  know  what  degree  of  evil  the  heri- 
table jurifdiftiohs  pccaffoned/'-^I  maintained^ 
handly  anys  b^caiifethe  chiefs  generally  afted 
right,  for  their  own  fates. 

Dr.  Johnfdn  was  now  wilhing  to  moyc^ 
There  was  not  enough  of  intelleAoal  entertain- 
ment for  him,  after  he  had  fatisfied  his  curio- 
fity,  which  he  did,  by  afking  quefltions,  til|  he 
had  exhauftcd  thp  ifland  5  and  where  there  wajj 
(6  numerous  a  company,  moftly  young  people, 
there  was  fuch  a  flow  of  familiar  talk,  fo  much*^ 
noife,  and  To  much  finging  and  dancing,  that 
little  opportunity  was  left  for  his  energetic  con- 
verfation.  He  feemed  fcnfible  of  this;  for 
when  I  told  him  how  happy  they  were  at  having 
him  there,  he  faid,  **  Yet  we  have  not  been 
able  to  entertain  them  much."— ^I  was  fretted, 
from  irritability  of  nerves,  by  M^Cruflick*s 
too  obftreporous  mirth.  I  complained  of  it  to* 
my  friend,  obferving  we  ftiould  be  better  if 
he  was  gone.— *^  No,  Sir,  faid  he.  He  puts 
fomething  into  our  fociety,  and  takes  nothing 
out  of  it.'* — Dr.  Johnfon,  however,  had  fevefal 

opportunities  of  inftruding  the  company;  but 

I  am* 


I  am  forry  to  fay^  that  I  did  not  pay  fufficient 
attention  to  what  paflcd,  as  his  difcourfe  now 
jturncd  chiefly  on  mechanicks,  agriculturfe,  and 
fuch  fubje6ls,  rather  than  on  fcicjice  and  wit,— 
Laft  night  Lady  Rafay  fhewed  him  the  opera- 
tion of  wawking  cloth,  that  is,  thickening  it  ia 
the  fame  manner  as  is  done  by  a  mill.  Here  it  is 
performed  by  women,  who  kneel  upon  the 
jground,  and  rub  it  with  both  their  hands,  fing- 
ing  an  Erfe  fong  all  the  time.  He  was  afking 
queftions  while  they  were  performing  this  ope- 
ration, and,  amidft  their  loud  and  wild  howlj 
his  voice  was  heard  eyen  in  the  room  above. 

They  dance  here  every  night.  The  queen 
of  our  ball  was  the  eldeft  mifs  Macleod,  of 
Rafay,  an  elegant  well-bred  woman,  and  cele- 
brated for  her  beauty  over  all  thofe  regions,  by 
the  name  of  Mils  Flora  Rafay*.  There  feemed 
to  be  no  jealoufy,  no  difcontent  among  them, 
and  the  gaiety  of  the  fcene  was  fuch,  that  I  for 
9  moment  doubted  whether  unhappinefs  had 
any  place  in  Rafay.  But  my  delufion  was  foon 
difpelled,  by  recolltfting  the  following  lines  of 
my  fellow-traveller : 

**  Yet  hope  not  life  from  pain  or  danger  frttt 
*^  Or  think  the  doom  of  man  reversed  for  thee!  '* 

*  She  had  been  fome  time  at  Edinburgh^  to  which  ihe 
•gain  wenty  and  was  married  to  my  worthy  neighbour. 
Colonel  Mure  Campbell,  now  Earl  of  Lojadoun  $  but  (he  died 
ifoon  afterwards,  leaving  one  daughter. 


Sunday  1 2tb  September. 
•  It  was  a  beautiful  day,  and  although  we  did 
not  approve  of  travelling  on  Sunday,  we  refolvcd 
to  fct  out,  as  we  were  in  an  ifland,  from  whence 
one  muft  take  occafion  as  it  ferves.  Macleod 
and  Taliiker  failed  in  a  boat  of  Rafay's  for 
Sconfer,  to  take  the  fliorteft  way  to  Dunvegan, 
M'Cruflick  went  with  them  to  Sconfer,  from 
whence  he  was  to  go  to  Slate,  and  fo  to  the 
main  land.  We  were  refolvcd  to  pay  a  vifit  at 
Kingfburgh,  and  fee  the  celebrated  Mifs  Flora 
Macdonald,  who  is  married  to  the  prefent  N^r* 
^4acdonald  of  Kingfburgh ;  fo  took  that  road^ 
though  not  fo  near.  All  the  family,  but  Ladfy 
Kafay,  walked  down  to  the  ftiore  to  fee  us  de- 
part. Rafay  himfelf  went  with  us  in  a  large 
boat,  with  eight  oars,  built  in  his  ifland ;  as 
did  Mr.  Malcolm  M'Cleod,  Mr.  Donald 
McQueen,  Dr.  Macleod,  and  fome  others. 
We  had  a  moft  pleafant  fail  between  Rafay  and 
Sky;  and  paired  by  a  cave,  where  Martin  fays 
fowJs  were  catched  by  lighting  fire  in  the 
mouth  of  it.  Malcolm  remembers  this.  But 
it  is  not  now  pradifed^  as  few  fowls  come  into 
it. 

We  fpoke  of  death.  Dr.  Johnfon  on  this 
fubjeft  obferved,  that  the  boaftings  of  fomc 
men,  as  to  dying  eafily,  were  idle  talk,  pro- 
ceeding from    partial  views.      I    mentioned 

Hawthornden's 
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l^awthornden's  Cyprcfs-grove,  where  it  Is  faid 
that  the  world  is  a  mere  (how;  and.that  it  is  uih^ 
reafonable  for  a  man  to  wi(h  to  continue  in  the 
ifaow-room>  after  he  has  feen  it.  Let  him  go 
cheerfully  out^  and  give  place  to  other  fpefba- 
tors. — Johnjoji.  **  Yes,  Sir,  if  he  is  fure  he  is 
to  be  well,  after  he  goes  out  of  it.  But  if  he 
is  to  grow  blind  after  he  goes  out  of  the  ftiow- 
room,  and  never  to  fee  any  thing  again  \  or  if 
he  does  hot  know  whither  he  is  to  go  next,  a 
man  will  not  go  cheerfully  out  of  a  ftiow-room. 
No  wife  man  will  be  contented  to  die,  if  he 
thinks  he  is  to  go  into  a  ftate  of  punilhment. 
Nay,  no  wife  man  will  be  contented  to  die,  if 
he  thinks  he  is  to  fall  into  annihilation  :  for 
however  unhappy  any  man's  exiftence  may 
be,  he  yet  would  rather  have  it,  than  not 
cxift  at  all.  No  \  there  is  no  rational  principle 
by  which  a  man  can  die  contented,  btjt  a  truft 
in  the  mercy  of  God,  through  the  merits  of 
Jefus  Chrift.*' — ^This  Ihort  fcrmon,  delivered 
with  an  earneft  tone,  in  a  boat  upon  the  fea, 
which  was  perfe6tly  calm,  on  a  day  appropriated 
to  religious  worftiip,  while  every  one  liftencd 
with  an  air  of  fatisfadion,  had  a  mod  pleafing 
cffeft  upon  my  mind. 

Purfuing  the  fame  train  of  ferious  refleftion, 

-he  added,  that  it  feemed  certain  that  happinefs 

could  not  be  found  in  this  life,    becaufc  fo 

many  had  tried  to  find  it,  in  fuch  a  variety  of 

.ways,  and  had  not  found  it. 

We 


Wc  fcacficd  the  harbour  of  Pdrti^e,  in  Sky, 
ttrhich  is  a  large  and  good  one.  There  was  ly- 
ing in  it  a  vcflel  to  carry'  off  t?he  emigrants, 
called  the  Nejhr.  It  made  a  fliort  fettlemcnt  of 
the  differences  between  a  chief  and  his  clan : 


■       Neftor  componere  littfs 

Inter  Peteiden  felHnat  &  inter  Atriden. 

• 

We  approached  her,  and  flie  hoifted  her  co- 
lours. Dr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  M'Queen  re- 
mained in  the  boat.  Rafay  and  I,  and  the  reft, 
went  on  board  of  her.  She  was  a  very  pretty 
Veflcl,  and,  as  we  were  told,  the  largeft  in 
Clyde*  Mr.  Harrifon,  the  captain,  ihewcd  her 
to  us.  The  cabin  was  commodious,  and  even 
elegant.  There  was  a  little  library,  finely  • 
bound.  Portree  has  its  name  from  King 
James  V.  having  landed  there  in  his  tour 
through  the  Weftcrn  Ifles,  Ree  in  Erfe  being 
King,  as  Re  is  in  Italian  i  fo  it  is  Fort-royaL 
There  was  here  a  tolerable  inn.  On  our  land- 
ing,  I  had  the  pleafure  of  finding  a  letter  from 
home ;  and  there  were  alfo  letters  to  Dr.  John- 
fon and  me  from  Lord  Elibank,. which  had 
been  fent  after  us  from  Edinburgh. — His  lord-** 
ihip's  letter  to  me  was  as  follows  : 

«  Dear  BqfwelU 

'*  I  flew  to  Edinburgh  the  momcht  1  • 
heard  of  Mr.  Johnfon's  arrival ;  but  fb  defec- 
tive was  my  intelligence,  that  I  came  too  late# 


**  It  is  but  juftice  to  believe,  that  I  could 
never  forgive  myfelf,  nor  dcfcrvc  to  be  forgiven 
by  others,  if  I  was  to  fail  in  any  mark.of  rcfpeft 
to  that  very  great  genius.— I  hold  him  in  the 
liighcft  veneration ;  for  that  very  reafon  I  was 
refolved  to  take  no  fliare  in  the  merit,  perhaps  - 
guilt,  of  enticing  him  to  honour  this  country 
'with  a  vifit. — I  couid  not  pcrfuadc  irtnyfelf  there 
was  any  thing-  in  Scotland  worthy  to  have  k 
fummer  of  Samuel  Jdhnfon  btftowed  tin  it*; 
but  fince  he  has  d6ne  us  that  cofnpliment,  for 
heaven^s  fake  inform  me  of  your  motions.  I 
will  attend  them  moft  religioufly ;  and  though  I 
Ihould  regret  to  let  Mr,  Johnfon  go  a  mile  out 
of  his  way  on  my  accouht,  old  as  I  am,  i  fhstll 
be  glad  to  go  five  hundred  miles  to  enjoy  a  day 
of  his  company.  Have  the  charity  to  fend  a 
council-poft  *  with  intelligence ;  the  poft  does 
not  fuit  us  in  th*  country.*— At  any  rate  write 
to  me.  I  will  tttind  you  in  the  north,  i;^en  I 
Ihril  know  where  to  find  you. 

•^  I  arti, 
"My  dtiv  fiofwcll, 
«  Your  finc^ely      T  ^> 

"  Obedient  humble  fervant, 

'^'Aimfiiift,  1773.  "Elibank.** 


*  A  term  in  Scotland  for  a  fpecial  meflengsr,  fuch  u  wat 
formerly  fent  with  difpatchet  by  the  lordy  of  the  couBcil. 


The 


The  letter  to  Dr.  Johnfon  was   in  thefc 
words : 

«  Dear  Sir, 

^^  I  was  to  have  kifled  your  hands  at 
Edinburgh^  the  moment  I  heard  of  you  j ,  but 
you  was  gone. 

^^  I  hope  my  friend  Bofwell  will  inforni  me 
of, your  motions.  It  will  be  cruel  to  deprive 
me  an  inftant  of  the  honour  of  attending  you. 
As  I  value  you  more  than  any  King  in  Chrifr 
tendom,  I  will  perform  that  duty  with  infi- 
nitely greater  alacrity  than  any  courtier.  I 
can  contribute  but  little  to  your  enteruinment  ^ 
but,  my  fincere  eileem  for  you  gives  me  fome 
title  to  the  opportunity  of  .e;xpi:effing  it. 
.  *^  I  dare  fay  you-  arc  by  this  time  fenfibic 
that  things  are  pretty  much  the  fame,  fs  w^hep 
Buchanan  complained  of  Jbeing  :born  fi^lo  ef 
feculo  inerudito.  Let  me  hear  of  you  i  and  be 
perfuaded  that  none  of  your  ^dmirers  ,is'  QQ<trp 
fincerely  devoted  to  you„  than, 

**  Dear  Sir, » 
<*  Your  moft  abedient,  ' 
•      **  And  moft  humble  fcrvant. 


'Dr, 


[Ill] 

Dr.  Johnfon,  on  the  following  Tucfday,  an- 
fwcred  for  both  of  Us,  thus  : 

**  My  Lord, 

..."  ON  th€  rugged  Ihore  of  Skie,  1 
had  the  honour  of  your  lordfhip's  letter,  and 
ci#-v^ith  great  truth  declare^  that  no  place  is 
fo  gloomy  but  that  it  would  be  cheered  by  fuch 
a'teftimony  of  regard,  from  a  mind  fo' well 
qualified  to  eftimate  charader$,  and  to  deal 
o\ir  approbation  invits  due  proportions.  •  If  I 
hare  more  than  my  (hare,  it  is'your  lordihip's 
fault)  for  I  have  always  reverenced  your 
judgenocnt  too  much,  to  exalt  myfelf  in  your 
prefence  by  any  falfe  pretenfibns. 

"  Mr.  Bofwell  and  I  arc  at  prefent  at )  the 
df^fal  of  the-winds,  and  therefore  cannot  fix 
the  time  at  which  we  .fhall  have  the  honour  df 
feeing  yoiir  lordfhip.  But  we  fhould  either  of 
us  think  ourfelves  injured  by  the  fuppofition 
that  we  would  mifs  your  lordihip's  converfa- 
tion,  when  .we  could  enjoy  it  j  for  I  have  often 
dec}ari£d,  that  I  never  met  you  without  going 
away  a  wifer  man. 

"I  am,  my  Lord,  .  , 

**  Your  lordfhip's  moft  obedient 

*^  And  moft  humble  fervant> 

•^  Skie,  Sept.  14, 1773,        "  Sam.  Johnson/* 

P»  At 


^  At  Portrcc>.  Mr,  Donald  M'Quecn  went  to 
church  and  officiated  in  crfc,  and  then  canac 
to  dinner.  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  rcfolved  that  wc 
ffiould  treat  the  company ;  fb  I  played  the  land- 
lord, or  mafter  qF  the  fcaft,. having  prcvioufly 
ordered  Jofeph  to  pay  the  hilL  . 
.  Sir  Janfies  MacdpnaJd  intended  to  have  bpik 
a  village  here>  which  woiuld  have  done  ^cs» 
^ood,  A  village  bl'ikt  a  he^t  to  a  country* 
It  produces  a  perpecual  circulation,  and  givoi 
the  people  an  opportunity  to  make  profit  of 
many  Jittl€  articled,  which  would  otherwife  be 
in  a  good  meafure  loft*  We  had  here  a  dinner^ 
ei  fr^terea  nibiL  Dr.  Johnfon  talked  none« 
When  we  were  about  to  depart^  we  found  tha|t 
'Rafay  had  been  beforc^hand  with  itis» .  and  th«c 
all  was  paid ;  X  would  fain  have  contefted  cius 
matter  with  him;  but  feeing  him  ieiblved>  I 
declined  it.  We  parted  with  cordial  «mlH*^ic» 
from  h;na  and*  worthy  Malcolm.  In  tiie  evon- 
ing  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  remounted  oor  liaifes, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  M^Qumh  and  I^ 
>faclcod.  It  r^ned  v>ery  hard.  We  rode 
what  they  call  fix  miles,  upon  Rafay 'a  laiKti^  ia 
Sky,  to  Dr.  Maclcod's  houfe.  On  the  road  Dr. 
John&n  appeared  to  be  fomewhat  outof  fpirits. 
When  I  talked  of  our  meeting  Lord  Elibank> 
he  faid>  ^'  I  canqpt  be  with  Kim  much*.  ^^' 
long  to  be  again  in  civilised  life;  but  can  ftay 
but  a    fhort    while''     (he  meant  at  Edin* 

^   I  burgh)^ 
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burgh).  He  faid,  ^*  let  us  go  to  Dunvcgail 
to-morrow/**—"  Yes,  (faid  I,)  iF  it  is  not  a 
dduge/' — «  At  any  rate,"  he  replied.— This 
flicwcd  a  kind  of  fretful  impatience ;  nor  was  it 
to  be  wondered  at,  confidcring  our  difagree- 
able  ride.  I  feared  he  would  give  up  Mull 
and  Icolmhill,  for  he  faid  fomething  of  his 
Apprehenfions  of  being  detained  by  bad  wea- 
ther ill  going  to  Mull  and  lona.  However  1 
hoped  well.  We  had  a  dilh  of  tea  at  Dr.' 
Macleod*s,  who  had  a  pretty  good  houfe^ 
where  was  his  brother,  a  half-pay  officer.  His 
lady  was  a  polite,  agreeable  woman.  Dr. 
Johnfon  faid,  he  was  glad  to  fee  that  he  was 
fb  well  married,  for  he  had  an  efteem  for  phy- 
(jcians.  The  doftor  accompanied  us  to  Kings- 
burgh,  which  is  called  a  mile  farther;  but  the 
eomputation  of  Sky  has  no  connexion  what- 
ever with  the  real  diftance. 

I  was  highly  pleafed  to  fee  Dr.  Johnfon  fafely 
arrived  at  Kingfburgh,  and  received  by  the 
hofpitable  Mr.  Macdonald,  who,  with  a  moft 
fefpeftful  attention,  fupportcd  him  into  the 
houfe.  Kingfburgh  was  complcatly  the  figure 
of  a  gallant  Highlander, — exhibiting  "  the 
graceful  mien,  and  manly  looks,*'  Which 
our  popular  Scots  fong  has  juflly  attributed  to 
that  character.  He  had  his  Tartan  plaid 
thrown  about  him,  a  large  blue  bonnet  with  a 
knot  of  black  ribband  like  a  cockade,  a  brown, 
ihort  coat  of  a  kind  of  duffil,  a  Tartan  waift- 

P  3  coat 
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coat  with  gold  buttons  and  gold  button  hdles; 
a  bluifli  philibegj  and  Tartan  hofe.  He  had 
jet  black  hair  tied  behind^  and  was  a  largq 
ftately  man,  with  a  ftcady  fcnfible  countenance. 
There  was  a  comfortable  parlour  with  a  good 
fire,  and  a  dram  went  round.  By  and  by  fijp^ 
per  was  ferved,  at  which  there  appeared  the 
lady  of  the  houfe,  the  celebrated  Mifs  Flora 
Macdonald.  She  is  a  little  woman,  of  a  gen* 
teel  appearance,  and  uncommonly  mild  and 
well-bred.  To  fee  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon,  the 
great  champion  of  the  Englilh  Tories,  falute 

Mifs  Flora  Macdonald  in  the  ifle  of  Sky,  was 
a  ftriking  fight ;  for  though  fomewhat  conge- 
nial in  their  notions,  it  was  very  improbable 
they  Ihould  meet  here, 

Mifs  Flora  Macdonald  (for  fo  I  fliall  call 
her)  told  me,  flie  heard  upon  the  main  land, 
as  (he  was  returning  to  Sky  about  a  fortnight 
before,  that  Mr.  Bofwell  was  coming  to  Sky, 
and  one  Mr.  Johnfon,  ^  young  Englifh  buck, 
with  him.  He  was  highly  entertained  with 
this  fancy.  Giving  an  account  of  the  afternoon 
which  we  paft  at  /Jnock,  he  faid,  "  I,  being  4 
iuck,  had  mifs  in  to  make  tea/'---He  was  rather 
quiefcent  to-night,  and  went  early  to  bed.  I 
was  in  ^  cordial  humour,  and  promoted  a 
cheerful  glaf^.  The  punch  was  fuper-cxcellent. 
Honeft  Mr.  McQueen  obferved  that  I  was  in 
high  glee,  "  my  govemotfr  being  gone  to  bed/* 
Yet  in  rciality  my  heart  was  grieyed,  when  \ 

irecolleded 
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recoUeAed  that  Kingfburgh  was  embarralTed  in 
his  affairs^  and  intended  to  go  to  America^ 
However^  nothing  but  what  was  good  was 
prefent^  and  I  ^leafed  oiyfelf  in  thinking  that 
fo  ipirited  a  man  would  be  well  every  where, 
I  flept  in  the  fame  room^  with  Dn  John(bn« 
Each  had  a  neat  bed^  with  Tartan  curtains^  in 
an  upper  chamber. 

Monday 9  I  %th  September. 

The  room  where  we  lay  was  a  celebrated 
Qne.  Dr.  Johnfon's  bed  was  the  very  bed  ia 
which  the  grandfon  of  the  unfortunate  King 
James  the  Second*  lay^  on  one  of  the  nights 
after  the  failure  of  his  raih  attempt  in  1745*69 
while  he  was  eluding  the  purfuit  of  the  emilTa-^ 
lies  of  government,  which  had  offered  thirty 

'      F  4  thoufand 

*  I  Jo  not  call  hUn  ihi  Princi  ^fWafes^  or  the  Prince,  becauHp 
I  am  quite  fatitfied  that  the  right  which  the  Houfe  of  Stuari 
had  to  the  throne  it  extioguilbed.  I  do  not  call  him  tftf  Pre' 
tender^  becaufe  it  appears  to  in,e  m  *>>  infult  to  one  who  is  |iiil 
Silivey  andy  I  ruppofe,  thinks  very  differently.  It  may  be  a 
parliamentary  expreflion ;  but  it  is  not  agentlemanly  expreilion. 
I  kfttrWf  and  I  exult  in  having  it  in  ray  power  to  tell>  that  TUg 
ONLY  9E9.UiS  in  t\u  world  w^  is  ettiitlc'd  to  be  offended  at 
this  delicacy,  *f  thinks  and  feels  as  I  do  s**  and  has  liberality 
of  mind  and  g»neroiity  of  fentimcnt  enough,  to  approve'  of  my 
tendernefs  for  what  even  bos  been  Blood-  Royal.  That  he  it  iS 
prince  by  couriejy,  cannot  be  denied  i  becaufe  his  mother  wat 
the  daughter  of  Sobie(ki>  king  of  Poland.  I  (hall,  therefore, 
0it  tbat  account  aUnf,  diftioguifli  him  by  the  aaine  «f  Prinn 
0uurUs  Edward. 
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thoufjind  pounds  as  a  reward  for  apprehending 
him.  To  fee  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon  lying  in 
that  bed,  in  the  ifle  of  Sky,  in  the  houfe  of 
Mifs  Flora  Macdonald,  ftruck  me  with  fuch  a 
groupe  of  ideas  as  it  is  not  eafy  for  words  to 
defcribe,  as  they  paflcd  through  the  mind.  He 
fmiled,  and  faid,  '^  I  have  had  no  ambitious 
thoughts  in  it*, — The  room  was  decorated  with 
a  great  variety  of  maps  and  prints.  Among 
others,  was  Hogarth's  print  of  Wilkes  grinning, 
with  the  cap  of  liberty  on  a  pole  by  him. 
That  too  was  a  curious  circumftance  in  the 
fcene  this  morning;  fuch  a  contraft  was 
Wilkes  to  the  above  groupe.  It  reminded  mc 
of  Sir  William  Chambers's  Account  of  Oriental 
Gaj^emng,  in  which  we  are  told  all  odd, 
ftrang«,  ugly,  and  eyen  terrible  obje^s,  are 
Introduced,  for  the  fake  of  variety :  a  wild  ex-> 
travagance  of  tafte  which  is  fo  well  ridiculed 
in  the  celebrated  Epiftle  to  him.  The  following 
Ijnes  of  that  poem  immediJ^tely  occurred  to  me ; 

*•  Here,  too,  O  king  of  vengeance  t  in  thy  fene, 
*'  Tremendou3  Willies  fhall  rattle  hit  gold  chain.'* 

^  UpOD 

f  Thit,  pcrhapiy  vaa  faid  in  allufion  to  feme  Jines  afcribcd 

«p  iy^f ,  on  bi9  ^yiTif,  at  Johp  Puke  of  fisgy^\%  >t  Adderbar)r» 

^  in  the  Tame  bed  io  which  Wilmot»  Earl  of  Rocheftn;,  b<lA 

i  <<  With  no  poetick  ardour  firM> 

**  I  ^refs  the  bed  where  Wilraot  by  i 
f •  That  here  h^  liv'd,  or  here  expired, 
f*  Beget)  no  numberty  grafe  or  gay/* 


.  Upon  the  table  in  our  room  I  found  in  the 
morning  a  flip  of  paper,  on  which  Dr»  John«- 
fon  had  written  with  his  pencil  thefe  words :  ,. 

•*  Quantum  cedat  virtutibus  auram.*' 

What  he  meant  by  writing  them  I  could  not  tell; 
He  had  catched  cc^d  a  day  or  two  ago,  and 
the  rain  yefterday  having  made  it  worf^  b^ 
was  Jbecome  very  deaf.     At  breakfaft  he  faid, 
he  would  have  given  a  good  deal,  rather  than 
not  have  lain  in  that  bed.    I  owned  he  waa  thik 
lucky  man  i  and  obferved>  that  without  doubt 
it  had  been  contrived  between  Mrs.  Macdon^dd 
and  him.     She  feemed  to  acquiefce ;  adding; 
'*  You  know  young  bucks  are  always  favourites 
of  the  ladies."     He  fpoke  of  Prince  Charles 
being  here,  and  afked  Mrs.  Macdonald  ^^  ^^0 
was  with  him  i  We  were  told,  mad^m,  in  Eng** 
land^    there  was  one  Mifs  Flora  Macdonald 
with   him.*'  —  She  faid,     •'  they    were    very 
right  i"  and  perceiving  Dr.  Johnfon's  curiofity, 
thqugh  he  had  delicacy  enough  not  to  queftioa 
her,   very  obligingly  entertained  him  with  a 
recital  of  the  particulars  which  Ihe  herfelf  knew 
of  that  efcape,  which  does  (o  much  honour  to. 
the  humanity,  fidelity,  and  generofity^  of  the 
Highlanders.      Dr.   Johnfon   liftened   to  her 
with   placid  attention,    and  faid>  ^^  All  this 
fiiould  be  written  down." 

From 
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From  what  fhc  told  us,  and  from  what  I  was 
told  by  others  pcrfonally  concerned,  and  froni 
a  paper  of  information  which  Rafay  was  fo 
good  as  to  fend  me,  at  my  deGre,  I  have  com- 
piled the  following  abftraft,  which,  as  it  con- 
tains fome  curious  anecdotes,  will,  I  imagine 
not  be  uninterefting  to  my  readers,  and  even^ 
perhap8>  be  of  fome  ufe  to  future  hiftorians. 

Prince  Charles  Edward,  after  the  battle  of 
CuUoden,  was  conveyed  to  what  is  called  the 
Long Ij^nJy  where  he  lay  for  fome  time  concealed. 
But  intelligence  having  been  obtained  where  he 
waSj  and  a  number  gf  troops  having  come  in 
qucft  of  him,  it  became  s^bfolutely  neceffary 
for  him  to  quit  that  country  without  delay, 
Mifs  Flora  Macdonald,  then  a  young  lady, 
animated  by  what  (he  thought  the  fa'crcd  prin^ 
ciple  of  loyalty,  offered,  with  the  magnanimity 
of  a  Heroine,  to  accompany  him^  in  an  open 
boat  to  Sky,  though  the  coaft  they  were  to  gyit 
was  guarded  by  (hips.  He  dre(red  himfelt  in 
women*s  clothes,  and  pafTed  as  her  fuppofcd 
maid  by  the  name  of  Betty  Bourke,  an  Iriih 
girl.  They  got  off  undifcovered,  though 
feveral  (hots  were  fired  to  bring  them  to,  and 
landed  at  Mugftot,  the  feat  of  Sir  Alexander 
Macdonald.  Sir  Alexander  was  then  at  Fort 
Auguftus,  with  the  Duke  of  Cumberland ;  but 
his  lady  was  at  home.  Prince  Charles  took  his 
poft  upon  a  hill  near  the  houfe.     Flora  Mac- 

I  donald 
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donald  waite(l  on  Lady  Margaret,  and  ac^ 
quainced  her  of  the  enterprife  in  which  (he  wa^ 
engaged.  Her  ladylhip,  whofe  a(5tivc  benevo-* 
lence  was  ever  feconded  by  fuperior  talents^ 
^ewed  a  pcrfeft  prcfencc  of  mind,  and  rcadi- 
nefs  of  invention,  and  at  once  fettled  that 
Prince  Charles  ihould  be  condu&ed  to  old 
Rafay,  who  was  himfelf  concealed  with  fome 
fclcft  friends.  The  plan  was  inftantly  com- 
municated to  Kingfburgh,  who  was  difpatchcd 
to  the  hill  to  inform  the  Wanderer,  and  carry 
him  refrefhmcnts.  When  Kingfburgh  ap- 
proached, he  ftarted  up,  and  advanced,  hold- 
ing a  large  knotted  ftick,  and  in  appearance 
ready  to  knock  him  down,  till  he  faid,  "I am 
Macdonald  of  Kingfburgh,  come  to  fervc 
your  highnefs."  The  Wanderer  anfwered,. 
^^  It  is  well,"  and  was  fatisfied  with  th&  plan. 

Flora  Macdonald  dined  with  Lady  Margaret, 
at  whofe  table  there  fat  an  officer  of  the  army, 
Rationed  here  with  a  party  of  foldiers,  to  watch 
for  Prince  Charles  in  cafe  of  his  flying  to  the 
i|le  of  Sky.  She  afterwards  often  laughed  in 
good  humour  with  this  gentleman,  on  her 
having  fp  well  deceived  him. 

iVftcr  dinner,   Flora  Macdonald  on  horfqi^ 
back,  and  her  fuppofed  maid  and  Kingfburgh, 
with  a  fervant  carrying  fome  linnen,    all  on 
foot,     proceeded    towards    that    gentleman's 
houfe.     Upon  the  road  was  a  fmall  rivulet 

which 
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which  they  were  obliged  to  erofs.  The  Wan-^ 
derer^  forgetting  his  afTumed  fex,  that  hi< 
clothes  might  not  be  wetj  held  them  up  a  great 
4eal  too  high.  Kingfburgh  mentioned  this 
to  him,  obferving^  it  might  make  a  difcovery* 
He  faid)  he  would  be  more  careful  for  the  fu- 
ture. He  was  as  good  as  his  word  3  for  the 
next  brook  they  crofled,  he  did  not  hold  up  hil 
clothes  at  all,  but  let  them  float  upon  the 
water.  He  was  very  aukward  in  his  female 
drefs.  His  fize  was  fo  large,  and  his  ftrides  fo 
great,  that  fome  women  whom  they  met  re- 
ported that  they  had  feen  a  very  big  woman, 
who  looked  like  a  man  in  women's  clothes, 
and  that  perhaps  it  was  (as  they  exprefled 
themfelves)  the  Prince,  after  whom  fo  much 
iearch  was  making. 

At  Kingfburgh  he  met  with  a  moft  cordial 
reception  j  feemcd  gay  at  lupper,  and  after  it 
indulged  himfelf  in  a  cheerful  glafs  with  his 
*  worthy  hoft.  As  he  had  not  had  his  clothes  off" 
for  a  long  time,  the  comfort  of  a  good  bed  was 
highly  relifhed  by  him,'  and  he  flept  foundly 
till  next  day  at  one  o'clock. 

The  miftrefs  of  Corrichatachin  told  me,  that 
in  the  forenoon  (he  went  into  her  father's  room, 
who  was  alfo  in  bed,  and  fuggefted  to  him  her 
apprehenfions  that  a  party  of  the  military 
might  come  up,  and  that  his  gueft  and  he  had 
better  not  remain  here  too  Ibng.    Her  father 

faid^ 


ikW/  "Xct  the  poor  ipan  rcpofe  himfclf  after 
his  fatigues ;  and  as  for  me^  I  care  not,  though 
they  take  off  this  oJd'gref'hc4d  ten  or  eleven 
years  iboner  than  I  ihould  die.  in  the  courfe  c0f 
nature/'  He  then  wrapped  himfelf  i'n  the  bed- 
clothes, and  again  fell  faft  aQeep..    .  . 

On  the  afterpoon  of  that  day,  the  Wanderer^ 
ftill  in  the  fame  drefs,  fet  oin  for  Portree^  with 
Flora  Maedonald  and  a  man  lenrant.  Hb 
flioes  being  very  bad,  Kingiburgh  provided  htm 
.with  a  new  pair,  and  taking  up  the  old  onet^ 
laid,  <<  I  will  faithfully  keep  them  till  you  are 
fafely  fettled  at  St.  James's.  I  will  then  intro«- 
'duce  myfelf,  by  ibaking  them  at  you,  to  put 
you  in  mind  of  your  night's  entertainment  and 
protection  under  my  roof."— He  fmiled>  and 
iaid,  ^*  Be  as  good  as  your  word  1 "— *Kingf- 
burgh  kept  the  Ihoes-  as  long  as  he  lived.  After 
hia  deaths  a  aealous  Jacobite  gehdenian  gave 
.twenty  guineas  (or  them. 

Old  Mrs.  Macdonald^  after  her  gueft  had 
left  the  houfe«  tack  the  fheets  in  which  he  hod 
•lain,  folded  them  carefully,  and'  charged  her 
daughter  that  they  Aiould  be  kept  tmwafbe^ 
rand  that,  when  ihe  died,  her  body  ib6uld  he 
wrapped  in  them  as  a  winding  ihcet*  Her 
•wUl  was  religioafiy  oUierved.  * 
'  Upon  the  road  to  Portree,  Prince  Qiariea 
changed  his  drefs,  and  put  on  man's  cloches 
.igsun^  a  tartan  ibort  coat  and  waiftooat,  with 
1..  philibeg 


philibcg  amrihort  hofc/ a  plaiil,and  a  mg 
and  bonnet. 

Mr.  Donald  McDonald,  called  Donald  Roy, 
had  been  fcnt  exprcFs  to  the  prefcnt  Raiay^ 
then  the  young  laird>  who  was  at  that  time  at 
his  filler's  houf<?>  about  three  miles  from 
«Portree>  attending  his  brother.  Dr.  Macieod, 
who  was  recovering  of  a  wound  he  had  received 
at  the.  battle  of  Culloden.  Mr.  McDonald 
xx>mmunicated  to  young  Rafay  the  plan  of  con- 
tveying  the  Wandprer  to  where  old  Rafay  was ; 
hut  was  told  that  old  Rafay  had  fled  to  Knoi- 
-dart,  a  part  of  Glcrigary's  «ftate.  There  was 
tthen  a  dilemma  what  fhould  be  done.  Donald 
Hoy  propo&d-ch;at  he  fhould  conduA  the  Wan- 
iderer  to  the  main,  land  j  'but,  young  Rafay 
'thought  it  too  dangerous  at  thst  time,  and  faid 
it  would  be  better  to  conceal  him  in  the  iflanfl 
x>f  Rafay,  till  old  Rafay  could  be  informed 
where  he  was,  and  give  his  advice  what  was 
.^eft.  But  the  difficulty  was,  how  to  get  him 
•to  Rafay.  They  could  not  truft  a  Portrefe 
crew,  and  all  the  Rafay  boats  had  been,  de- 
stroyed, or  carried  ofl^  by  thcimrlitary,  except 
two  belonging  to  Malcolm  M'Leod,  which  he 
had  concealed  iomewhere.    .  «     *  - 

Dr.  M^Leod  being  informed  of.  this  diffi^ 
tnrity,  faid  he  wouldriik  his  life  once  more  for 
Prince  Charles;  and  it  having  occurred,  that 
(here  was  a.  little^boat  upon  a  .frrih-watpr  laia^ 

ift 
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in  the  neighbourhood^  the  two  brothers^  with 
the  help  of,  {bme  women^  brought  it  to 
the  Tea,  by  extraordinary  exertion^  acrofs  a 
Highland  mile  of  land,  one  half  of  which  was 
bog,  and  the  other  a  fteep  precipice. 

Thefe  gallant  brothers,  withthe:afllftaneeof 
one  little  boy,  rowed  the  fmall.boai;.to  Rafay* 
where  they  j^ere-to  endeavour  to  Sfi4  Captain 
Mdcleod,  as  Malcolm  was  then  calkd,  and 
get  one  of  his  ^(^d  boats,  with  which  they 
jnigiit  return  .to  Portree,  and  receive  the  WaiH 
derer ;  or,  in  cafe  of  not  finding  hfrp,  .they 
were  to  make  the*.^^)l  boat  ferve,:  though  the 
danger  was  cofifiderable. 

Fortunately,  on  their  £rft  landing,  they 
found  their,  xoufin  Malcolm^  who,:  with  .the 
utmoft  alacrity^  :got  ready. one  of  > his  boats> 
.wif^  two  ftufdy  'oti^n,*  John  ^M^Kenzie^  ;and 
Donald  M<]E4-iar> . :  Malcohn,  4>eifig  the  oldeft 
man,^  and  moftjcau'tious,  faidj  thatT&s  ybtrng 
Rafay  had  not  hitherto  appeared  inthe  uiffor^ 
tunate  bqfinefs,  he  ought  not  to  jruB  any  riik  i 
but  that  iDr.  MfX^eokl  and  himfelf^  whio  were 
already  publickly  engaged,  Ihould  go  on  this 
eiq^edition.  Young  Rafay  anfwered,  with  aft 
fiath,  that  he  |W0uld  go,  at'thi&/riikof.Ju8  life 
and  fortune. — "  In  God's  name,  then-  (faid 
Malcolm)  let  us  proceed/'  The  two  boatmen» 
however,  now  (topped  ihort,  ttU '  they  ihould 
be  informed  of  their  de^ nation i  and  JME^Kenzie 

declared 
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declat^cd  lie  would  not  move  an  oar  till  he  knew 
^ere  thty  were  going;  '  Upon  which  they 
were  both  fworn  to  fecrcfy  ;  and  the  bufinefs 
•being  imparted  to  them,  they  were  keen  for 
putting  oflT  to  fea  without  lofs  of  time.  The 
tM)at  fooft  landed  about  half  a  mile  from  the 
imi  at  Portree.  ' 

AH  this  was  negotiated  before  the  Wanderer 
got  forward  tb  Portree-  Malcolm  M'Leod,  and 
M^Friar,  wcfre  difpatched  to  look  for  him.    In 
-a  (bbrt  tiiiw  he  appeared,  and  went  into  the 
publick  houle.  "There  Donald  Roy,  whom  he 
liad^feen  atcM^gftot,  received  him,  and  in- 
formed him  of  what  had  bceft  concerted.  Here 
i^  WaiRe^  fitrer  for  a  guinea.    The  landlord 
ihad  btMT  thirtlSen  (hillings.     He  was  going  to 
accept  of  this  £or  hi^  gtAivea.}  Iiut'^  Dbnald  Hof 
irety  judsciotiffy  obferved,  that  it  would  dif- 
ao^bf  bite ;  to  hk  ibme  great  man  i  {o  he  de^ 
6&9d^  rHr^flipped  out  of  the  houfe,    leaving 
lijdlfairipBoccdlxds,  ^whom  he  irierer  again  faw ; 
^nd  M^olm  M'Leod  waip  prbfetited  to  him  hj 
DaoaU !Bio}G  ^  ^  <iapcai li  in  bis  army.     Young 
J^i^ajriuvi^Dt.  M*Leod  had  waited,  in  impa<- 
^nt  an^ety,  in  the  boat.    When  he  cafk>e» 
Atvr  jiacnes  iwBte  aiuxninced  to  him.      Ht 
MoUldrtOudt  permit  cht  ufual'  ceremonies  of  re- 
fpt&,  bnritluced  them  ^  his  equals. 
i    DeAaU  Roy<ftaid  in  Sky,  to  be  in  readinefs 
iaiget  iUitcUig€ftce>  and  give  an  alarm  in  cafe 
},'*'•  '''--*  the 
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tht  troops  (hould  difcover  the  retreat  to  Rafay  j 
and  Prince  Charles  was  then  conveyed  in  a 
boat  to  that  ifland  in  the  night.  He  flept  a 
little  upon  the  paflage3  and  they  landed  about 
day-break.  There  was  fome  difficulty  in  ac- 
coijinnodating  him  with  a  lodging,  as  almoft 
all  the  houfes  in  the  ifland  had  been  burnt  by 
the  foldiery.  They  repaired  to  a  little  hut, 
which  fome  fhepherds  had  lately  built,  and 
having  prepared  it  as  well  as  they  could,  and 
made  a  bed  of  heath  for  the  ftranger,  they 
kindled  a  fire,  and  partook  of  fome  provifions 
which  had  been  fent  with  him  from  Kingfburgh. 
It  was  obferved,  that  he  would  not  tafte  wheat- 
bread,  or  brandy,  while  oat- bread  and  whilky 
laftedi  "  for  thefe,  faid  he,  are  my  own 
country  bread  and  drink." — This  was  very 
engaging  to  the  Highlanders. 

Young  Rafay  being  the  only  perfon  of  the 
company  that  durft  appear  with  fafety,  he  went 
in  queft  of  fomething  freih  for  them  to  cat ; 
but  though  he  was  amidft  his  own  cows, 
Iheep,  and  goats,  he  could  not  venture  to  take 
any  of  them  for  fear  of  a  difcovcry,  but  was 
obliged  to  fupply  himfelf  by  Health.  He 
therefore  catched  a  kid,  and  brought  it  to  the 
hut  in  his  plaid,  and  it  was  killed  and  drefl, 
and  furnifhed  them  a  meal  whicK  they  relifhed 
much.  The  diftrcffed  Wanderer,  whofe  health 
was  now  a  good  deal  impaired  by  hunger,  fa- 

Q^  tigue. 
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tiguc,  and  watching,  flcpt  a  long  time,  bot 
fecmed  to  be  frequently  difturbed.  Malcolm 
told  me  he  would  ftart  from  broken  flumbers, 
and  fpcak  to  himfclf  in  different  languages^ 
French,  Italian,  and  Englifh,  I  muft  how-* 
ever  acknowledge,  that  it  is  highly  probable 
that  my  worthy  friend  Malcolm  did  not  know 
precifely  the  difference  between  French  and 
Italian.  One  of  his  expreffions  in  English  was^ 
«^  O  God  !  poor  Scotland  ! " 

While  they  were  in  the  hut,  M^Kenzie  and 

M^Friar,    the  two  boatmen,    were  placed  as 

fcntincls  upon  dilFerent  eminences ;    and  one 

day  an  incident  happened,  which  muft  not  be 

omitted*     There  was  a  man  wandering  about 

the   ifland,    felling  tobacco.     Nobody  knew 

him,  and  he  was  fufpcfted  to  be  a  fpy*     Mac-^' 

kenzie  came  running  to  the  hut,  and  told  that 

this  fufpefted  perfon  was  approaching.     Upon 

ivhich  the  three  gentlemen,  young  Rafay,  Dr. 

M^Leod,  arid  Malcolm,  held  a  council  of  war 

upon  him,  and  were  unanimoully  of  opinion 

that  he  (hoiild  be  tnftantly  put  to  death.  Prince 

Charles,  at  once  affuming  a  grave  and  even 

fevere  countenance,    faid,  "  Goo  forbid  that 

we  fhould  take  away  a  man's  life,  who  may  be 

innocent,   while  we   can  preferve  our  own.*' 

The  gentlemen  however  perfifted  in  their  refo- 

lution,  while  he  as  ftrenuoufly  continued  to, 

take  the  merciful  fide.    John  M'Kenzie,  who 

fat 
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fat  watching  at  the  door  of  the  hut,  and  over- 
heard the  debate,  faid  in  Erfe,  "  Well,  well  i 
he  muft  be  Ihot.     You  are  the  king,  but  we 
are    the   parliament,    and  will   do  what  we 
choofe/' — Prince    Charles,    feeing  the  gen* 
tlemen  fmile,  afked  what  the  man  had  faid, 
and  being  told  it  in  Englifli,  he  obferved  that 
he  was  a  clever  fellow,  and,  notwithftancfing 
the  perilous  fituation  in  which  he  was,  laughed 
loud  and  heartily.     Luckily  the  unknown  per- 
fon  did  not  perceive  that  there  were  people  in 
the  hut,  at  leaft  did  not  come  to  it,  but  walked 
on  paft  it,  unknowing  of  his  rifk.  It  was  after- 
wards found  out  that  he  was  one  of  the  High* 
land  army)  who  was  himfelf  in  danger.     Had 
he  come  to  them,  they  were  refolved  to  dif- 
patch  him ;  for,  as  Malcolm  faid  to  me,  "  We 
could  not  keep  him  with  us,  and  we  durft  not 
let  him  go.     In  fuch  a  fituation,  I  would  have 
Ihot  my  brother,  if  I  had  not  been  fure  of 
him." — John  M'Kenzie  is  alive.     I  faw  him  at 
Rafay's  houfe.     About  eighteen  years  ago,  he 
hurt  one  of  his  legs  when  dancing,  and  being 
obliged  to  have  it  ciit  off,  he  now  was  going 
about  with  a  wooden  leg.     The  ftory  of  his 
being  a  membir  of  parliament  is  not  yet  forgotten. 
I  took  him  out  a  little  way  from  the  houfe, 
gave  him  a  fliilling  to  drink  Rafay's  health, 
and  led  him  into  a  detail  of  the  particulars 
which  I  have  juft  related.— With  Icfs  founda- 
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tieny  feme  writers  have  traced  the  idea  of"  ^ 
parliament,  and  of  the  Britifti  conftitution,  in 
rude  and  early  tinges.  I  was  curious  to  know 
if  he  had  really  heard,  or  underftood,  any 
thing  of  that  fubjcft,.  which,  had  he  been  a 
greater  man,,  would  probably  have  been  eagerly 
maintained.  "  Why,  John,  laid  I,  did  you 
think  the  king  fhould  be  controuled  by  a  par- 
liament ?  " — He  anfwered,  '^  f  thought,  Sir^ 
there  were  many  voices  againft  one/*^ 

The  converfation  then  turning  on  the  timesy 
the  Wanderer  faid,  that,  to  be  Aire,  the  life  he 
had  led  of  late  was  a  very  hard  one  ;  but  he 
would  rather  live  in  the  way  he  now  did,  for 
ten  years,  than  fall  into  the  hands  of  his  ene- 
mies. The  gentlemen  a(ked  him,  what  he 
thought  his  enemies  would  do  with  him,  fhould 
he  have  the  misfortune  to  fall  into  their  hands. 
He  faid,  he  did  not  believe  they  would  dare  to 
take  his  life  publickfy,  but  he  dreaded  being 
privately  deftroyed  by  poifon  or  affaflination.— * 
Ht  was  very  particular  in  his  inquiries  about 
the  wound  which  Dr.  M*Leod  had  received  at 
the  battle  of  CuUoden,  from, a  ball>  which  en- 
tered at  one  ihoulder,  and  went  crofs  to  the 
other.  The  doAor  happened  ftill.  to  have  on 
the  coat  which  he  wore  on  that  occafion.  He 
mentioned,  that  he  himfelf  had  his  horfe  (hot 
under  him  at  CuUoden ;  that  the  ball  hit  the 
horfe  about  two  inches  from  his  knee,    and 
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inade  him  fa  unruly  that  he  was  obliged  to 
change  him  for  another.  He  threw  out  fomc 
reflexions  on  the  conduft  of  the  difaftrous  af- 
fair at  CuUoden,  faying,  however,  that  perhaps 
it  was  ralh  in  him  to  do  fo. — I  am  now  con- 
viiiced  that  his  fulpicions  were  groundlefsj 
for  I  have  had  a  good  deal  of  converfation 
upon  the  fubjeft  with  my  very  worthy  and  in- 
genious friend,  Mr.  Andrew  Lumifdcn,  who 
3P/as  under  fecretary  to  Prince  Charles,  and 
afterwards  principal  fecretary  to  his  father  at 
Rome,  who,  heafluredme,  was  perfcftly  fatif- 
fied  both  of  the  abilities  and  honour  of  the 
generals  who  commanded  the  Highland  army 
on  that  occafion.  Mr.  Lumifden  has  written  an 
account  of  the  three  battles  in  1745-6,  at  once 
accurate  and  claffical. — ^Talking  6f  the  different 
Highland  corps,  the  gentlemen  who  were  pre- 
fent  wifhed  to  have  his  opinion  which  were  the 
beft'foldiers.  He  faid,  he  did  not  like  compa- 
rifons  among  thofe  corps :   they  were  all  beft. 

He  told  his  conduftors,  he  did  not  think  it 
advifeable  to  remain  long  in  any  one  place  ; 
and  that  he  expefted  a  French  fliip  to  come  for 
him  to  Ijochbroom,  among  the  Mackenzies. 
It  then  was  propofed  to  carry  him  in  one  of 
Malcolm's  boats  to  Lochbroom,  though  the 
diftance  was  fifteen  leagues  coaftwife.  But  he 
thought   this  would  be  too  dangerous,   and 
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dcfircd  that  at  any  rate  thpy  might  fipft endeavour 
to  obtain  intelligence.  Upon  which  young 
Rafay  wrote  to  his  friend,,  Mr.  M^Kenzie  of 
Applecrofs,  but  received  an  anfwer,  that  there 
was  no  appearance  of  any  French  fliip. 

It  was  therefore  refolved  that  they  Ihould 
return  to  Sky,  which  they  did,  and  landed  in 
Strath,  where  they  repofed  in  a  cow^houfe  be- 
longing to  Mn  Niccolfon  of  Scorbreck.  The 
fea  was  very  rough,  and-  the  boat  took  in  a 
good  deal  of  water.  The  Wanderer  aflced  if 
there  was  danger,  as  he  was  not  ufed  to  fuch  a 
veffel.  Upon  beings  told  there  was  not,  he 
fung  an  Erfe  fong  with  much  vivacity.  He 
had  by  this  time  acquired  a  good  deal  of  the 
Erfe  language 

Young  Rafay  was  now  difpatched  to  where 
Donald  Roy  was,  that  they  might  get  all  the 
intelligence  they  could  j  and  the  Wanderer, 
with  much  earneftnefs,  charged  Dr.  M*Leod  to 
have  a  boat  ready,  at  a  certain  place  about 
fcvcn  miles  off,  as  he'faid  he  intended  it  (hould 
carry  him  upon  a  matter  of  great  confequencej 
and  gave  the  dodlor  a  cafe,  containing  a  filver 
fpoon,  knife,  and  fork,  faying,  '*  keep  you  that 
till  I  fee  you,"  which  the  dodtor  underftood  to 
be  two  days  from  that  time.  But  all  thcfe  or- 
ders were  only  blinds  -,  for  he  had  another  plan 
in  his  head,  but  wifely  thought  it  fafeft  to  truft 
Jiis  fccrcts  to  no  more  perfons  than  was  abfo^ 
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lutcly  ncccffary.  Having  then  defired  Malcolm 

to  walk  with  him  a  little  way  from  the  houfe, 

he  foon  opened  his  mind,  faying,  "  I  deliver 

myfelf  to  you*     Conduit  me  to  the  Laird  of 

M'Kinndn's    country."—  Malcolm    objedted 

that  it  was  very  dangerous^  as  fo  many  parties 

of  foldiers  were   in   motion.      He   anfwered^ 

f*  There  is  nothing  now  to  be  done  without 

danger/' — He  then  faid,  that  Malcolm  muft 

be  tlvemafter,  a:nd' b^  thefervant^  fo  he  took 

the  bag,  in  which  his  linen  was  put  up^  and 

carried  it  on  hi«  fiioulder ;  and  obferving  that 

his  waiftcoat,  which  was  of  fcarlet  tartan,  with 

a  gold  twi(i:  button,  was  finer  than  Maldolm'$p 

which  was  of  sC  plain  ordinary  tartan,  he  put  oa 

Malcolm's  waiftcoat^  and  gave  him  his;  re^ 

marking  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  did  not  look 

w^ll  that  the  fervant  i];iould  be  better  drefic4 

Chan  the  mafter. 

Malcolm,  though  an  excellent  walker,  foun^ 
Jiimfelf  excelled  by  Prince  Charles,  who  tolcj 
tiim,  he  fhould  not  much  mind  tjie  parties  thajt 
were  looking  for  him,  were  he  once  but  a  muf- 
ket-fhot  from  them ;  but  that  he  was  fomewhat 
afraid  of  the  Highlanders  who  were  againft  him. 
He  was  well  ufed  to  walking  in  Italy  in  purfuit 
of  game;  and  he  was  even  now  fp  keen  a 
iportfman,  that,  having  obferved  fome  par- 
tridges, he  was  going  to  take  a  ihot;  but  JVfaJ- 
4Q0lca  cautioned  him  againft  it,  obferving  that 
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the  firing  might  be  heard  by  the  tenders  who 
were  hovering  upon  the  .coaft. 

As  they  proceeded  through  the  mountains, 
taking  many  a  circuit  to  avoid  any  houfes, 
Malcolm,  to  try  his  refolution,  aflced  him  what 
they  (hould  do,  (hould  they  fall  in  with  a  party 
of  foldiers  ?  He  anfwcred,  "  Fight,  to  be  furel'* 
—-Having  aflced  Malcolm  if  he  fliould  be 
known  in  his  prefent  drefs,  and  Malcolm  having 
replied  he  would,  he  faid,  "  Then  Til  blacken 
my  face  with  powder." — "  That,  faid  Malcolm, 
would  difcovcr  you  at  once." — "  Then,  faid 
lie,  I  muft  be  put  in  the  greateft  deftiabille  pof- 
iible."  So  he  pulled  off  his  wig,  tied  a  hand- 
kerchief round  his  head,  and  put  his  night-cap 
over  it,  tore  the  ruffles  from  his  fliirt,  took  the 
buckles  out  of  his  {hoes,  and  made  Malcolm 
fallen  them  with  firings;  but  ftill  Malcolm 
thought  he  would  be  known.  "  I  have  fo  odd 
a  face,  faid  he,  that  no  man  ever  faw  me  but 
he  would  know  me  again." 

He  feemed  unwilling  to  give  credit  to  the 
horrid  narrative  of  men  being  maflfacred  in ' 
cold  blood,  after  viftory  had  declared  for  the 
army  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Cumberland. 
He  could  not  allow  himfelf  to  think  that  a 
general  could  be  fo  barbarous. 
.  When  they  came  within  two  miles  of  M'Kin- 
tion*s  houfe,  Malcolm  aflced  if  he  chofc  to  fee 
the  laird,    **  No,  faid  he,  by  no  mcan&^    I 
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know  M^Kinnon  to  be  as  good  and  as  honeft 
«  man  as  any  in  the  worlds  hut  he  is  not  fit 
for  my  purpofc  at  prcfent.  You  nmift  condu£t 
me  to  fome  other  houfe  j  hyt  let  it  be  a  gen- 
tleman's houfe." — Malcolm  then  determined 
that  they  fhould  go  to  the  houfe  of  his  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  John  M'Kinnon,  and  from  thence 
be  conveyed  to  the  main  land  of  Scotland,  and 
claim  the  aififlance  of  Macdonald  of  Scothoufe. 
The  Wanderer  at  firft  objefted  to  this,  becaufe 
Scothoufe  was  coufin  to  a  peribn  of  whom  h$ 
had  fufpicions.  But .  he  acquiefced  in  Mal- 
colm's opinion. 

When  they  were  near  Mr.  John  M'Kinnon's 
houfe,  they  met  a  man  of  the  name  of  Rois, 
who  had  been  a  private  foldier  in  the  Highland 
army.  He  fixed  his  eyes  fteadily  on  the  Wan- 
derer in  his  difguife,  and  having  at  once  re- 
cognized him>  he  clapped  his  hands,  and  ex- 
claimed, '*  Alas !  is  this  the  cafe  ?  "  Finding 
that  there  was  now  a  difcovery,  Malcolm 
aflced,  "  What's  to  be  done  ?  "  "  Swear  him 
to  fecrefy,"  anfwered  Prince  Charles.  Upon 
which  Malcolm  drew  his  durk,  and  on  the 
naked  blade  made  him  take  a  folemn  oath^ 
that  he  would  fay  nothing  of  his  having  feen 
the  Wanderer,  till  his  efcape  fhould  be  made 
publick. 

Malcolm's  filter,  whofe  lioufe  they  reached 
pretty  early  iq  the  morning,  alked  him  who 
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tihe  perfbn  was  that  was  along  with  him.  He 
feid,  it  was  one  Lewis  Caw,  from  CricfF,  whcr 
being  a  fugitive  like  himfelf  for  the  fame  rea- 
ion,  be  had  engaged  him  as  his  fervant,  but 
that  he  had  fallen  fick,  **  Pe^r  man  !  faid  Ihe, 
I  pity  him.  At  the  fame  time  my  heart  warms 
t&  a  man  of  his  appearance/' — Her  hufband 
Was  gone  a  little  way  from  home  j  but  was  ex- 
pected etery  minute  to  return.  She  fet  down 
to  her  br(^her  a  plentiful  Highland  breakfaft. 
Prince  Charles  aftcd  the  fervant  very  well, 
fitting  at  a  refpeAful  diftance,  with  his  bonnet 
off.  Malcolm  then  faid  to  him,  "  Mr.  Caw, 
50U  have  as  much  need  of  this  as  I  have; 
there  is  enough  for  us  both :  you  had  better 
draw  nearer  and  ihare  wkh  me."— Upon  which 
he  rofe,  made  a  profound  bow,  fat  down  at 
table  widi  hh  fuppofed  mafter,  and  eat  very 
heartily.  After  this  there  came  in  an  old  wo<* 
man,  who,  after  the  mode  of  ancient  hofpita- 
Ety,  brought  warm  water,  and  wafhed  Mal-^ 
colm*s  feet.  He  defired  her  to  wafh  the  feet 
«f  the  poor  man  who  attended  him.  She  at 
firft  feemed  ^erfe  to  this,  from  pride,  as 
thinking  him  beneath  her,  and  in  the  peri- 
phraflick  language  of  the  Highlanders  and  the 
Irifh,  laid  warmly,  **  Though  I  wafti  your 
father's  fon's  feet,  why  (hould  I  walh  his  father's 
fcn's  ftet  ?  "*-*She  was  however  pcrfuadcd  to 
4oit. 

They 
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.  They  then  went  to  bed,  and  flept  for  fomc 
time  J  and  when  Malcolm  awaked,  iie  was  tx>ld 
that  Mr.  John  M^Kinnon,  his  brother-in-law, 
was  in  fight.  He  fprang  out  to  talk  to  him 
before  he  Ihould  fee  Prince  Charles.  After 
faluting  him,  Malcolm,  pointing  to  the  fca, 
faid,  "  What,  John,  if  the  prince  fliould  be 
prifoner  on  board  one  of  thofc  tenders?"—^ 
**  God  forbid  !  "  replied  John*~-"  What  if  we 
had  him  here  ?"  faid  Malcolm. — "  I  wilh  we 
had,  anfwered  John  j  we  fhould  take  care  of 
him." — Well,  John,  faid  Malcolm,  he  is  in 
your  houfe." — John,  in  a  tranfport  of  joy, 
wanted  to.rua  direfUy  in,  and  pay  his  obeifance; 
but  Malcolm  flopped  him,  faying,  "  Now  if 
your  time  to  behave  well,  and  do  nothing  that 
can  difcover  him." — ^John  compofed  himfelf^ 
^nd  having  fent  away  all  his  fervants  upon  dif- 
ferent errands,  he  was  introduced  into  the  pre* 
fence  of  his  gueft,  and^was  then  defired  to  go 
and  get  ready  a  boat  lying  near  his  houfc, 
which,  though  but  a  fmall  leaky  one,  they  rc- 
folved  to  take,  rather  than  go  to  the  Laird  of 
M^Kinnon.  John  M*Kinnon  however  thought 
otherwifef  and  upon  his  return  told  them^ 
.that  his  Chief  and  Lady  M'Kinnon  were  com^ 
ing  in  the  laird's  boat,  Prince  Charles  faid  to 
his  trufty  Malcolm,  "  I  3m  fbrry  for  this,  but 
muft  make  the  beft  of  it." — M^Kinnon  thca 
Walked  up  from  the  (hore,  and  did  homage  to 
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the  Wanderer.  His  lady  waited  in  a  cave,  tp 
which  they  all  repaired,  and  were  entertained 
with  cold  meat  and  wine. — Mr.  Malcolm 
M'Leod  being  now  fuperfeded  by  the  Laird  of 
M'Kinnon,  defired  leave  to  return,  which  was 
granted  hinj,  and  Prince  Charles  wrote  a  fliort 
lajote^  which  he  fubfcribed  James  Tbomp/on,  in- 
forming his  friends  that  he  had  got  away  from 
Sky,  and  thanking  them  for  their  kindnefs^ 
and  he  defired  this  might  be  fpeedily  conveyed 
to  young  Rafey  and  Dr.  M^Leod,  that  they 
might  not  wait  longer  in  expeftation  of  feeing 
him  again.  He  bid  a  cordial  adieu  to  Mal« 
colm,  and  infilled  on  his  accepting  of  a  filver 
ilock-buckle,  and  ten  guineas  from  his  purfe, 
though,  as  Malcolm  told  me,  it  did  not  appear 
to  contain  above  forty.  Malcolm  at  firft  begged 
to  be  excufed,  faying,  that  he  hac^a  few  gui- 
neas at  his  fervicci  but  Prince  Charles  anfwei^ed, 
*^  You  will  have  need  of  money.  I  (hall  get 
enough  when  I  come  upon  the  main  land.** 

The  Laird  of  M'Kinnon  then  conveyed  him 
to  the  oppofite  coaft  of  Knoidart.  Old  Rafay, 
to  whom^  intelligence  had  been  fent,  was  crof- 
fing  at  the  fame  time  to  Sky ;  but  as  they  did 
not  know  of  each  other,  and  each  had  appre- 
henfions,  the  two  boats  kept  aloof. 

Thefe  are  the  particulars  which  I  have  col- 
leftcd  concerning  the  extraordinary  conceal- 
ment  and  cfcapes  of  Prince  Charles,   in  the 
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Hebrides.    He  was  often  in  imminent  danger- 
The  troops  traced  him  from  the  Long  Illand, 
acrofs  Sky,  to  Portree,  but  there  loft  him. 

Here  1  ftop, — having  received  no  farther 
authentick  information  of  his  fatigues  and  perils 
before  he  efcaped  to  F'rance,— Kings  and  fub- 
jefts  may  both  take  a  leflbn  of  moderation  from 
the  melancholy  fate  of  the  Houfe  of  Stuart ; 
that  Kings  may  not  fuffcr  degradation  and 
exile,  and  fubjefts  may  not  be  harrafled  by 
the  evils  of  a  difputed  fucceflion. 

Let  me  clofe  the  fcene  on  that  unfortunate 
Houfe  with  the  elegant  and  pathetick  reflec- 
tions of  Voltaire^  in  his  Hiftoire  Generate. — 
"Que  les  hommes  prives  (fays  that  brilliant 
writer,  fpeaking  of  Prince  Charles)  qui  fe  croy- 
cnt  malheureux  jettent  les  yeux  fur  ce  prince 
ct  fes  ancetres." 

In  another  place  he  thus  fums  up  the 
fad  ftory  of  the  family  in  general : — *^  Jl  n'y 
a  aucun  exemple  dans  I'hiftoirc  d'une  maifon 
ii  longtems  infortunce.  Le  premier  des  Rois 
d'EcolTe,  qui  eut  le  nom  de  Jacques^  apres 
avoir  ete  dix-huit  ans  prifonnier  en  Angleterre, 
mourut  affalTine,  avec  fa  femme,  par  la  main 
de  fes  fujets.  Jacques  II.  fon  fils,  fut  tue  % 
vingt-neuf  ans  en  combattant  contre  les  An- 
glois.  Jacques  III.  mis  en  prifon  par  fon  peu- 
ple,  fut  tue  enfuite  par  les  revokes,  dans  une 
battaille.  Jacques  IV.  perit  dans  un  combat 
qui'l  pcrdit.  Marie  Stuart ^  fa  petite  fiUe,  chaflce, 
a  de 
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dc  fbn  tronc,  fugitive  en  Angleterrc,  ayant  langui 
dix-huit  ans  en  prifon,  fe  vie  condamnce  h 
more  par  des  juges  Anglais,  et  euc  la  tcte 
tranchee.  Cha-rles  L  petit  fils  de  Marie,  Roi 
d'Ecofle  et  d'Angleterre,  vendu  par  les  Ecof- 
fois,  et  juge  a  mort  par  les  Anglais,  mourut 
fur  unechafFaut  dans  la  place  publique*  Jaques^ 
fbn  fils,  feptieme  du  nom,  et  deuxieme  en  An* 
gleterre,  fut  chafle  de  fes  trois  royaumesi  et' 
pour  comble  de  malheur  on  contefla  a  fon  fils 
fa  naiflancej  le  fils  ne  tenta  de.remonter  fur 
le  tronc  de  fes  peres,  que  pour  faire  perir  fes 
amis  par  des  bourreaux ;  et  nous  avons  vu  le 
Prince  Charles  Edouard,  reuniflant  en  vain  les 
vcrtus  de  fes  peres,  et  le  courage  du  Roi  Jean 
Sobiejki^  fon  ayeul  maternel,  exccuter  les  ex- 
ploits et  eflbyer  les  malheurs  les  plus  incroy- 
ables.  Si  quelque  chofe  juftifie  ceux  qui 
croyent  unc  fatalitc  a  laqucUe  rien  ne  peut  fc 
fbuQiraire,  c'eft  cette  fuite  continuelle  de  mal- 
Jieurs  qui  a  perfecute  la  maifon  de  Stuart^  pen- 
dant plus  de  trois-ccnt  annees." 

The  galkint  Malcolm  was  apprehended  in 
about  ten  days  after  they  feparated,  put  aboard 
a  Blip,  and  carried  prifoncr  to  London.  He 
faid,  the  prifoners  in  general  were  very  ill 
treated  in  their  paffage ;  but  there  were  foldiers 
on  board  who  livedwell,  and  fometimes  invited 
him  to  Iharc  with  them :  that  he  had  the  good 
fwtune  not  to  be  thrown  into  jail^  but  was 
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confined  in  the  houfe  of  a  mcflcnger,  of  the 
name  of  Dick.  To  his  aftoniftiment,  only  one 
witnefs  could  be  found  againft  him^  though  he 
had  been  fo  openly  engaged;  and  therefore, 
for  want  of  fufficient  evidence,  he  was  fet  at 
liberty.  He  added,  that  he  thought  himfelf  in 
fuch  danger,  that  he  would  gladly  have  com* 
pounded  for  banifhment.  Yet,  he  faid,  **  he 
jhould  never  be  fo  ready  for  death  a»  he  then 
was/* — There  is  philofophical  truth  in  this.  A 
man  will  meet  death  much  more  firmly  at  one 
time  than  another.  The  enthufiafm  even  of  a 
miftaken  principle  warms  the  mind,  and  fets  it 
above  the  fear  of  death;  which  in  our  cooler 
moments,  if  we  really  think  of  it,  cannot  but  be 
terrible,  or  at  leaft  very  awful. 

Mifs  Flora  Macdonald  being  then  alfo  in 
London,  under  the  proteftion  of  Lady  Prim* 
rofc,  that  lady  provided  a  poft-chaife  to  convey 
her  to  Scotland,  and  defired  fhe  might  chodfe 
any  friend  Ihe  pleafed  to  accompany  her.  She 
chofe  Malcolm.  **  So  (faid  he,  with  a  trium- 
phant air)  I  went  to  London  to  be  hanged,  and 
returned  in  a  poft-chaife  with  Mifs. Flora  Mac* 
donald." 

Mr,  M*Lcod  of  Muiravenfide,  whom  we 
faw  at  Rafay,  afTured  us  that  Prince  Charles 
was  in  London  in  1759,  and  that  there  was 
then  a  plan  in  agitation  for  reftpring  his  family. 
Dr,  Johnfon  could  fcarcely  credit  this  ftory, 

and 
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and  faid,  "  There  could  be  no  probable  plan 
ac  that  time.  Such  an  attempt  could  not  have 
fucceeded,  unlefs  the  King  of  Pruflia  had 
Hopped  the  army  in  Germany ;  for  both  the 
army  and  the  Fleet  would,  even  without  or- 
ders, have  fought  for  the  King,  to  whom  they 
had  engaged  themfelves." 

Having  related  fo  many  particulars  concern- 
ing the  grandfon  of  the  unfortunate  King 
James  the  Second ;  having  given  due  praife  to 
fidelity  and  generous  attachment,  which,  how- 
ever erroneous  the  judgement  may  be,  are  ho- 
nourable for  the  heart ;  I  muft  do  the  High- 
landers the  juftice  to  atteft,  that  I  found  every 
where  amongft  them  a  high  opinion  of  the  vir- 
tues of  the  King  now  upon  the  throne,  and  an 
honeft  difppfition  to  be  faithful  fubjefts  to  his 
majefty,  whofe  family  has  poffeffed  the  fove- 
reignty  of  this  country  fo  long,  that  a  change, 
even  for  the  abdicated  family,  would  now  hurt 
the  beft  feelings  of  all  his  fubjefts. 

The  abftrafl:  point  of  right  would  involve  us 
in  a  difcuffion  of  remote  and  perplexed  quef- 
tions ;  and  after  all,  we  fhould  have  no  clear 
principle  of  decifion.  That  eftablifhment, 
which,  from  political  neceflity,  took  place  in 
1688,  by  a  breach  in  the  fucceflion  of  our 
kings  i  and  which,  whatever  benefits  may 
have  accrued  from  it,  certainly  gave  a  fhock 
tQ  Qur  monarchy, — the  able  and  conftitutionai 

Blackftone^ 
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Blackflone  wifely  rcfts  on  the  folid  footing  t^ 
alithoritf.-^*^  Our  anceftbtrs  having  moft  indif-^ 
pQtably  a  competent  jurifdiftion  to  decide*  thii 
great  and  importUit  qu^ion^  and  having,  in 
faft,  decided  it,  it  ii  nb\^  become  our  duty,  at 
this  diftance  of  time^  to  acquiefce  in  their  de- 
termitiation.*** 

Mr.  Paley,  the  prefent  Archdeacon  of  Car- 
lifle,  in  hi$  Principles  of  M$n$l  and  Politick PbU^'- 
fopbyy  having)  with  much  clearrtefs  of  argument, 
fhcwn  the  duty  of  fubmiffion  to  civil  govern- 
ment to  be  founded  neither  on  an  ihdcftafible 
jus  diviffum,  nor  oh  compaB,  but  oh  exp^diefic^y 
lays  down  this  rational  pofition:'-^^^  Irregu* 
larity  in  the  firft  foundatroh  of  a  ftate,  or  fub- 
fcquent  violence,  fraud,  or  injuftice,  in  getting 
poflTeflion  of  die  fupreme  powcr^  are  not  fuffi- 
fcient  i-eafonS  for  refiftahce,  after  the  govern- 
ment is  once  peaceably  fettled^  No  fubjedl  of 
the  Brilrfh  ertnpire  concei^ts  himfeif  engaged  to 
vindicate  the  juftice  of  the  Norman  claim  Or 
conquell,  or  apprehends  that  his  duty  in  any 
manrier  depends  upon  that  controVerfy*  So 
likewife,  if  the  houfe  of  Lancaftery  or  even  the 
poftcrity  of  Crpni%»elly  had  been  at  this  day 
feated  upon  the  throne  of  England^  we  fhould 
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have  beenas  little  concerned  to  enquire  how  the 
founder  of  the  family  came  therc*/'--BookVL 
chap.  3.  In 

*  Since  I  have  quoted  Mr.  ArcMeacon  Paley  upon  one 
fubjefVy  I  cannot  but  tranfcribey  from  his  excellent  work,  a 
diftinguiflied  paiTage  in  Aipport  of  the  Chriftian  Revelation.—- 
After  fliewiogy  in  decent  but  ftrong  termsy  the  unfairnefs  of 
the  indireS  attempts  of  modern  iplidels  to  unfettle  «nd  perplex 
religious  principleSf  and  particularly  the  irony*  banter,  and 
fneer,  of  one  whom  he  politely  calls  '<  an  eloquent  hiftorian/* 
the  archdeacon  thus  exprefles  bimfelf  t 

**  Serioufnefs  is  not  conftraint  of  thought ;  nor  levity*  firee^ 
dom.  Every  mind  which  wiflies  the  advancement  of  truth 
and  knowledge,  in  the  moft  important  of  all  human  refearchetf 
viuft  abhor  this  licencioufnefs,  as  violating  no  lefs  the  laws  of 
reafoning  than  the  rights  of  decency*  There  is  but  one  de- 
fcription  of  men  to  whofe  principles  it  ought  to  be  tolerable. 
I  mean  that  clafs  of  reafoners  who  can  fee  little  in  chriftianit}'* 
even  fuppofing  it  to  be  true.  To  fuch  adverfaries  we  addreft 
this  refIe6lion.— Had  Jefits  Cbrift  delivered  no  ottfer  declara* 
tion  than  the  following,  *  The  hour  is  coming,  in  the  whick 

*  all  that  are  in  the  graves  fhall  bear  his  voice,  and  (hall  come 

*  forth,— they  that  have  done  well  unto  the  refurre£lion  of  life» 
'  and  they  that  have  done  evil  unto  the  refurre^lion  of  damna* 

*  tion,*  he  had  pronounced  a  meflage  of  ineftimable  import* 
ance,  and  well  worthy  of  that  fplcndid  apparatus  of  prophecy 
and  miracles  with  which  his  roiflion  was  introduced  and  at* 
tefted  :---a  meffage  in  which  the  wifeft  of  mankind  would 
rejoice  to  find  an  anfwer  to  their  doubts,  and  reft  to  their 
inquiries.  It  is  idle  to  fay  that  a  future  ftate  had  bcen.difco- 
vei'ed  already.— It  had  been  difcovered  as  the  Copernican  Syf* 
tern  was  ;>  if  was  one  giiefs  amongft  many.  He  alone  difcovers 
who  ^rovf J  \  and  no  man  can  prove  this  point  but  the  teacher 
who  teftifies  by  miracles  that  his  do£lrine  comes  from  GoD.*^ 
—Book  V.  chap.  9. 

If  infidelity  be  did ngenuouflydifperfed  in  every  fiiape  that 
is  likely  to  allure,  Airprife,  or  beguile  the  imagination, ~  in  a 
fable,  a  tale,  a  novel,  a  poem,-7-in  books  of  travels,  of  phi« 
lofophy,  of  natural  hiftory,—  as  Mr.  Paley  has  well  obfcrved,— 
I  hope  it  is  fair  in  me  thus  to  meet  fuch  poifon  with  an 
upexpe6^ed  antidote^  which  I  cannot  doubt  will  be  found 
*•  ppwerfol.** 
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In  conformity  with  this  doftrine,  I  iiiyfclf, 
though  fully  perfuaded  that  theHoufc  oi  Stuart 
had  originally  no  right  to  the  crown  of  Scotland; 
for  that  Balioly  and  not  BrucCj  was  the  lawful 
heir ;  fliould  yet  have  thought  it  very  culpable 
to  have  rebelled,  on  that  account,  againft 
Charles  L  or  even  a  prince  of  that  houfe  much 
nearer,  the  time,  in  order  to  aflert  the  claim  of 
the  pofterity  of  Balioh 

'However  convinced  I  am  of  the  juftice  of 
that  principle  which  holds  allegiance  and  pro- 
teftion  to  be  reciprocal,  I  do  however  acknow* 
ledge,  that  I  am  not  fatisfied  with  the  cold  fen- 
timent  which  would  confine  the  exertions  of 
the  fubjeft  within  the  ftrift  line  of  duty.     I 
would  have  every  breail   animated  with  the 
fervour  of  loyalty  \  with  that  generous  attach- 
ment which  delights  in  doing  fomewhat  more 
than  is  required,  and  makes  "  fervice  perfeft 
freedom."  And,  therefore,  as  our  moft  graciouf 
Sovereign,    on   his  acceflion    to  the  throne, 
gloried  in  being  lorn  a  Briton ;  fo,  in  my  more 
private  fphere.  Ego  me  nunc  denique  natum,  ffra-^ 
tutor.     I  am  happy  that  a  diiputed  fuccefTion  np 
longer  diftra£l:s  our  minds ;  and  that  a  mo- 
narchy, eftablifhed  by  law,  is  now  fo  fanftioned 
by  time,  that  we  can  fully  indulge  thofe  feel- 
ings of  loyalty  which  I  am  ambitious  to  excite* 
They  arc  feelings  which  have  ever  aftuated 
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the  inhabitants  of  the  Highlands  and  the  He- 
brides, The  plant  of  loyalty  is  there  in  full 
vigour^  and  the  Brunfwick  graft  now  BouFifliefi 
like  a  native  flioot.  To  that  fpiritcd  race  of 
peoplifc  I  may  with  propriety  apply  the  elegant 
fines  of  a  modern  poet,  on  the  *^  facile  tenhptf 
of  the  beauteous  (ex :'' 

**  iSkt  bkds  ntw-axLf^tr  who  Eilttei'  for  i  iittUt, 
**  And  ftruggle  with  captivity  it.  tain  | 
^'  But  by-and-by  they  refti  they  fmooth  their  plamet^ 
**  And  to  new  maften  fing  their  former  notes*.'* 

Surely  fuch  notes  are  much  better  thail  the 
querulous  growlings  of  fufpicioos  Whigs  and 
dlfcontented  Republicans; 


m^m 


Kingfburgh  conduced  Us  in  his  boat,  acrols 
One  of  the  lochs,  ^s  they  call  them,  or  arms  of 
the  fea,  which  flow  in  upon  all  the  coafts  of 
Sky, — to  a  mile  beyond  a  place  called  Grjjhtnijb. 
Our  horfes  had  been  fcnt  round  by  land  to 
iheet  us.  By  this  Ikil  we  faved  eight  miles  of 
bad  riding.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  "  Whea  wc 
take  into  the  computation  what  we  have  faved^ 
and  what  we  have  gained,  by  this  agreeable 
fail.  It  is  a  great  deal."  He  obfcrved,  *^  it  is 
very  difagreeable  riding  in  Sky.  The  way  i* 
To  narrow,  one  only  at  a  time  can  travel,  fo  it 
is  quite  unfbcial ;  and  you  cannot  indulge  la 
meditation  by  youffelf>  becaufe  you  muft  be 
always  attending  to  the  fteps  which  your  hbrfe 

takes. 
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* 

<akcs/* — This  was  a  juft  and  clear  defcription 
of  its  inconveniences. 

The  topick  of  emigration  being  again  intro- 
doced,Dr.Johnfon  (aid,  that  '^  a  rapacious  Chief 
would  make  a  wildernefs  of  his  eftate.**  Mn 
Donald  M'Queen  told  us,  that  the  oppreflion, 
flwhich  then  made  fo  much  noife,  was  owing  to 
landlords  liftening  to  bad  advice  in  the  letting  of 
their  lands ;  that  interefted  and  dedgning 
people  flattered  them  with  goUen  dreams  of 
much  higher  rents  than  could  reafonably  be 
paid  i  and  that  fome  of  the  gentlemen  tackf- 
tneriy  or  upper  tenants,  were  thcmfclves  in  part 
the  pccafion  of  the  mifchief,  by  over-rating  the 
farnris  of  others.  That  many  of  the  tackfmen^ 
rather  than  comply  with  exorbitant  demands, 
had  gone  off  to  America,  and  impoverilhed 
the  country,  by  draining  it  of  its  wealth  ;  and 
that  their  places  were  filled  by  a  number  of  poof 
people,  who  had  lived  under  them,  properly 
fpeaking,  as  fervants,  paid  by  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  produce  of  the  lands,  though 
called  fub-tenants.  I  obferved,  that  if  the 
men  of  fubftance  were  once  barxifhed  from  a 
Highland  eftate,  it  might  probably  be  greatly, 
reduced  in  its  value ;  for  one  bad  year  might 
ruin  a  fet  of  poor  tenants,  and  men  of  any 
property  would  not  fettle  ifi  fuch  a  country, 
unlefs  from  the  temptation  of  getting  land  ex- 
tremely cheapi  for  an  inhabitant  of  any  good 
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county  in  Britain  had  better  go  to  America 
than  to  the  Highlands  or  the  Hebrides.  Here 
therefore  was  a  confideration  that  ought  to  in- 
duce a  Chief  to  aft  a  more  liberal  part,  from  a 
mere  motive  of  intereft,  independent,  of  the 
lofty  and  honourable  principle  of  keeping  a 
clan  together,  to  be  in  readinefs  to  fcrve  his 
king.  I  added,  that  I  could  not  help  thinking 
a  little  arbitrary  power  in  the  fovereign  to  con- 
troul  the  bad  policy  and  greedincfs  of  the  Chiefs, 
might  fometimes  be  of  fervice.  In  France  a 
Chief  would  not  be  permitted  to  force  a  number 
of  the  king's  fubjefts  out  of  the  country. — Dr. 
Johnfon  concurred  with  me,  obfcrving,  that 
^y  were  an  oppreflivc  chieftain  a  fubjcft  of  the 
French  king,  he  would  probably  be  admo- 
nilhed  by  a  letter,'* 

During  our  fail.  Dr.  Johnfon  alked  about 
the  ufe  of  the  durk,  with  which  he  imagined 
the  Highlanders  cut  their  meat.  He  was  told, 
they,  had  a  knife  and  fork  befides,  to  eat  with. 
He  aiked>  how  did  the  women  do  ?  and  was 
anfwcred,  fome  of.  them  had  a  knife  and  fork 
tooi  but  in  general  the  men,*  when  they  had 
cut  their  meat,  handed  their  knives  and  forks 
to  the  women,  and  they  themfelves  eat  with 
their  fiqgers.  The  old  tutor  of  Macdonald 
always  eat  fiOi  with  his  fingers,  alledging  that 
a  knife  and  fork  gave  it  a  bad  tafte.  I  took 
the  liberty  to  obferve  to  Dr,  Johnfon,  that  he 

did 
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did  fb.  **  Yes,  faid  he  5  but  it  is,  becaufe  1 
am  fhort-fighted,  and  afraid  of  bones,  for 
which  reafon  I  am  not  fond  of  eating  many 
kinds  of  fifh,  becaufe  I  muft  ufe  my  fingers/* 
•  Dr.  Pherfon's  Dijfertations  on  Scottijh  Antiquities^ 
which  he  had  looked  at  when  at  Corrichatachin^ 
being  mentioned,  he  remarked,  that  **  you 
might  i'ead  half  an  hour,  and  afk  yourfelf  what 
you  had  been  reading:  there  were  fo  many 
words  to  i^  little  matter,  that  there  was  no 
getting  through  the  book." 

As  ibon  as  we  reached  the  fhore,  we  took 
leave  of  Kingfburgh,  and  mounted  our  horfes. 
We  pafled  through  a  wild  moor,  in  many 
places  fo  wet  that  we  were  obliged  to  walk> 
which  was  very  fatiguing  to  Dr.  Johnfon. 
Once  he  had  advanced  on  horfeback  to  a  very 
bad  ftep.  There  was  a  fteep  declivity  on  his 
left,  to  which  he  was  fo  near,  that  there  wa$ 
not  room  for  him  to  difmount  in  the  ufual  way. 
He  tried  to  alight  on  the  other  fide,  as  if  he  had 
been  a  young  buck  indeed,  but  in  the  attempt  he 
fell  at  his  length  upon  the  ground  i  from  which^ 
however,  he  got  up  immediately  without  being 
hurt.  During  this  dreary  ride,  we  were  f6me^ 
times  relieved  by  a.  view  of  branches  erf  the  fea, 
that  univerfal  medium  of  connexion  amongft 
mankind.  A  guide,  who  had  been  fent  with  us 
from  Kingiburgh,  explored  the  way  (much  ih 
the  fame  manner  as,  I  fuppofe,  is  purfued  in 
^  R4  thp 
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tb«  wUds  of  Amcri.ca)  Vj  .ohfcrviag  certaiij 
TOpirks  known  only  to  tbe  inh^bi^nts.  We 
arrived  at  Dunvcgan  late  in  the  afternoon. 
Th^  great  fizc  of  th^  caftle,  which  is  pattly  oki 
and  partly  new,  ai\d  is  built  upoa  ^  rock  ctofe 
t;o  the  fe^A  while  the  land  around  ^t  prefcnts 
PQthing  but  wild,  uioorifh,  hUly  ^n^  craggy 
appearances^  gave  a  rude  magnifidencc  to  tbf 
fci^nq.  Having  difmounced,  we  afccnded  a 
flight  of  fteps  which  was  nude  by  the  U%^ 
M^Leod,  for  the  accamnaodation  of  pcrfons 
coaxing  to  hina  by  land,  t^cre  forrnerly  being, 
for  fecurity,  fio  otl^er  acc^fs  (p  the  Grille  but 
frpm.  tljL^  feai  fo  that  vifitorg  who  cftme  by.  the 
land  w^ce  under  the  aH|cefllty  of  getting  into  a 
l}p^t|  ^pd  failed  round  to  the  only  place  wher^ 
it  qpvld  be  approached.  Wc  were  introduced 
intQ  a  ftately  dining-roon[i,  and  received  by 
I^ady  M^Lcod,  mother  of  the  laird^  lyhOi  with 
hi^  friend  Tali(ker,  having  been  detained  on 
the  road,  did  not  arrive  till  fpme  ti(ne  ^fcer  us, 
A/Ve  foupd  the  lady  of  the  hpufe  a  very  polite 
and  fcnfiblq  woman,  who  had  lived  for.foin^ 
tinrje  in  JUoodon,  and  had  there  b?ep  U  J>rf 
Johnfon's  .company.  After  we  had  dincd^  w^ 
repa'u-ed  to  the  dr^wipg-room,  where  fom<?  of 
the  young  la«iics  pf  the  fanjily,  with  their  mor 
ther,  were  at  tea.  This  room  had  .formerly 
l^en  the  bed-chamber  of  Sir  Hoderick  M^Leodt 
9f|e  pf  tjie  oVl  laird^i  and  he  cbofc  it,  laecanfe> 
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i)^hind  it,  there  was  a  confider^l^le  cafgadf^ 
the  found  of  which  diipofed  him*  to  fleep, 
Aboye  his  bed  was  this  infcription :  *'  Sir 
Rorie  M'Leod  of  Dunvegan^  Kr^ight.  G09 
fend  good  reft !  "  Rorie  is  the  contradion  of 
Roderick.  He  was  called  Rorie  Mor^,  that  i8» 
great  Rorie^  not  from  his  fize,  but  from  his 
ipirit. — Our  entertainment  here  was  in  fo  eler 
gant  a  ftyle,  and  reminded  my  fellow-traveller 
fo  rt^uch  of  England,  that  he  became  quite 
joyous.  He  laughed,  and  faid,  "  Bofwell, 
we  came  in  at  the  wrong  end  of  this  ifland.*' 
r— «<  Sir,  fai^  I,  it  was  bcft  to  keep  this  for  the 
laft.*' — He  anfwered,  "  I  would  have  it  botk 
firft  and  laft." 

TuefJay^  i^b  Sept  ember. 
,  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  in  the  morning,  "  Is  not 
this  a  fine  lady  ?  " — ^Thcrc  was  not  a  word  now 
of  his  "  impatience  to  be  in  civilized  lifc/'-^^ 
though  indeed  I  Ihould  beg  pardon, — he  found 
it  here.  We  had  flept  well,  and  lain  long. 
After  breakfaft  we  furveycd  the  caftle,  and  the 
garden.--^Mr.  Bethune,  the  parifli  minifter,-^ 
Magnus  M'Leod  of  Claggan,  brother  to 
Xalifker,  and  M^Leod  of  Bay,  two  fubftantial 
gentlemen  of  the  clan,  dined  with  us.  Ws 
had  admirable  venifon,  generous  wine  5  in  a 
word,  all  that  a  good  table  has.  This  was 
really  the  hall  of  a  chief.     Lady  M'Leod  ha4 
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been  much  obliged  to  my  father,  who  had 
fettled  by  arbitration  a  variety  of  perplexed 
claims  between  her  and  her  relation,  the  Laird 
of  Brodie,  which  Ihe  now  repaid  by  particular 
attention  to  me. — M'Leod  ftarted  the  fubjeft 
of  making  women  do  penance  in  the  church 
for  fornication. —  John/on.  "  It  is  right,  fir. 
Infamy  is  attached  to  the  crime,  by  univerfal 
opinion,  as  foon  as  it  is  known,  I  would  not 
be  the  man  who  would  difcover  it,  if  I  alone 
knew  it,  for  a  woman  may  reform  5  nor  would  I 
commend  a  parfon  who  divulges  a  woman's  firft 
offence ;  but  being  once  divulged,  it  ought  to 
.be  infamous.  Confidcr,  of  what  importance  to 
fociety  the  chkftity  of  women  is.  Upon  that 
all  the  property  in  the  world  depends.  We 
hang  a  thief  for  ftealihg  a  (heepj  but  the  un- 
■chaftity  of  a  woman  transfers  fhecp,  and  farm 
and  all,  from  the  right  owner.  I  have  much 
more  reverence  for  a  common  proftitute  than 
for  a  woman  who  conceals  her  guilt.  The 
proftitute  is  known.  She  cannot  deceive.  She 
cannot  bring  a  ftrumpet  into  the  arms  of  an 
honeft  man,  without  his  knowledge." — Bo/welh 
^*  There  is,  however,  a  great  difference  be- 
tween the  licentioufnefs  of  a  fingle  woman, 
and  that  of  a  married  woman." — Jobn/on. 
"  Yes,  fir  j  there  is  a  great  difference  between 
Aealing  a  fhilling,  and  ftealing  a  thoufand 
pounds';  between  fimply  taking  a  man's  purfe^ 
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and  murdering  him  firft,  and  then  taking  iti 
But  when  one  begins  to  be  viciouSj  it  is  eafy  to 
:go  on.  Where  fingle  women  are  licentious, 
;you  rarely  find  faithful  married  women."— 
•BofwelL  ^^  And  yet  we  are  told  that  in  iottm 
nations  in  India,  the  diftindion  is  ftriftly  obr 
ferved." — Johnjon.  **  Nay,  don't  give  us  Indi^. 
That  puts  me  in  mind  of  Montefquieu,  who  1^ 
really  a  fellow  of  genius  too  in  many  relpcfts  ; 
.whenever  he  wants  to  fupport  a  ftrange  opinion> 
he  quotes  you  the  pradlice  of  Japan  or  of  fome 
other  diftant  country,  of  which  he  knows  no- 
thing. To  fupport  polygamy,  he  tells  you  of 
the  ifland  of  Formofa,  where  there  are  tcp 
women  born  for  one  man.  He  had  but  to 
fuppofe  another  ifland,  where  there  are  ten  men 
born  for  one  woman,  and  fo  make  a  marriage 
between  them*." 

At  fupper.  Lady  M^Leod  mentioned  Dr. 
Cadogan's  book  on  the  gout. — Jobnfon.  **  It 
is  a  good  book  in  general,  but  a  foolifh  one  in 
particulars.  It  is  good  in  general,  as  recom- 
mending temperance  and  exercife,  and  cheer« 
fulncfs.  In  that  rcfpeft  it  is  only  Dr.  Cheyne's 
book  told  in  a  new  way ;  and  there  Ihould 
come  out    fucli    a  book  every  thirty  years, 

dreffed 

*  What  my  friend  treated  as  fo  tvild  a  Aippoiition,  bat  ac* 
tually  happened  in  the  Weftern  Iflands  of  Scotland,  if  wt 
may  believe  Martin,  who  telit  it  of  the  iilandt  of  Col  aM 
Tyr-yJ»  »nd  that  it  is  proved  by  the  pariih  regifters. 
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4re^ed  in  the  mode  of  the  times.  It  is  foolillf, 
in  maintaining  that  the  gout  is  not  hereditary^ 
(Snd  that  one  fit  of  it>  when  gone^  is  like  a 
•fever  when  gone." — Lady  M*Leod  objeAcd 
that  the  authour  does  not  praftice^  what  he 
teaches*.— 7^i&;j/&».  **  I  cannot  help  that, 
madam.  That  does  not  make  his  book  the 
worfe.  People  are  influenced  more  by  what  a 
Tfian  fays,  if  his  praftice  is  fuitable  to  it,-— be- 
'caufe  they  are  blockheads.  The  more  intcl- 
]eftual  people  are,  the  readier  will  they  attend 
to  what  a  man  tells  them.  If  it  is  juft,  they 
will  follow  it,  be  his  practice  what  it  will.  No 
man  praAifes  fo  well  as  he  writes.  I  have,  all 
my  life  long,  beerf  lying  till  noon ;  yet  I  tell 
all  young  men,  and  tell  them  with  great  Cn- 
cerity,  that  nobody  who  does  not  rife  early  will 
ever  do  any  good.  Only  consider  !  You  read  a 
book ;  you  are  convinced  by  it  j  you  do  not 
know  the  authour.  Suppofe  you  afterwards 
know  him,  and  find  that  he  does  not  pradtice 
what  he  teaches;  are  you  to  give  up  your 
•former  conviftion  ?  At  this  rate  you  would  be 
kept  in  a  ftace  of  equilibrium,    when  reading 

every 

*  This  was  a  general  reic6lion  again  ft  Dr.  Cadogan« 
when  his  vety  popular  book  was  firft  publilhed.  It  was  r?id, 
that»  whatever  precepts  he  might  give  to  others,  he  himfelf 
indulged  freely  in  the  bottle.  But  I  have  iincc  had  the  plea* 
fure  of  becoming  acquainted  with  hirn^  and,  if  his  own  tefti* 
\nony  may  be  betievad^  (and  I  have  never  heard  it  impeached,} 
his  courie  of  life  has  bc^  conforraabU  to  his  do^inc. 
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tfcry  booki  till  you  knew  how  the  authotn* 
praftifed:'*— ^*  But,  faid  Lady  M*Lcod,  yoil 
irould  think  better  of  Dr.  Cadogan,  if  he  aftcd 
according  td  his  principles." — jobnjon.  "  Whyi 
snaddtn,  to  be  fure,  a  man  ivho  ads  in  the 
face  of  Ifghtj  b  worfe  than  a  man  who  doed 
not  know  fo  mifch ;  yet  I  think  no  iDan  (hould 
be  the  "wmfe  thought  of  for  publilhing 
good  principles.  There  is  fomething  noble  td 
publrlhing  trmfa^  though  it  condemns  one's 
iiblf/'-i— I  expreffed  fortie  (urprizc  at  Cadogan'S 
recommending  good  humour,  as  if  it  w«re- 
qnite  in  out  ow'n  power  to  attain  xt.'^^J^htifm^ 
^^  Why,  fir,^  a  tilan  grows  better  humoured  a< 
he  grows  aklen  He  improves  by  expcriencei 
When  young,  he  thinks  himfelf  of  great  c<H>^ 
fequencc,  and  every  thing  of  importance.  As 
he  advances  in  K^Sty  he  learnt  to  think  himfelf 
of  BO  consequence,  and  little  things  of  little 
importance ;  and  ib  he  becomes  more  patient^ 
and  better  pieced.  All  good«-humour  and 
eoitiplaifance  are  acquired.  Naturally  a  child 
IcK&cb  dire£lly  what  it  fees,  and  thinks  of  pleafl 
Ing  itfelf  onlyl  By  degree^>  it  \%  taught  to 
pleafe  others,  and  to  pefer  others)  and  that 
this  will  ultimately  produce  the  greateft  hap^* 
|5itieis.  If  a  nian.iB  not  convinced  of  that,  he 
pever  will  {M*a£tici  it*  Common  language 
'ipeaks  the  truth  as  to  this  i  -^e  fay,  a  peribti 
iU  vtcU-^a/.     As  it  is  faid,  that  all  material 
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ftiotiofi  is  primarily  in  a  right  lihe>  and  ift 
never  per  circuit  urn,  never  in  another  form,  tin- 
lefs  by  fbme  particular  caufe ;  fo  it  may  be  (aid 
intelleftual  motion  is." — ^Ladv  M*Lcod  afked, 
if  no  man  was  naturally  good  ? — John/on.  **  No, 
madam^  no  more  than  a  wolf.-* — BofwelL  "  Nor 
BO  woman>  ^ix'^^-johnjon^  "  No,  fir." — Lady 
M'Leod  ftarted  at  this^  faying,  low,  "  This  is 
worfe  than  Swift/* 

M*Leod,of  Ulinifh  had  come  in  th6  after- 
noon. We  were  a  jovial  company  at  fuppeiv 
The  laird,  furrounded  by  fo  many  of  his  clan, 
^was  to  me  a  pieafing  fight.  They  liftened  with 
wonder  and  pleafure,  while  Dn.  Johnfon  ha« 
jraogued*  I  am  veiced  that  I  cannot  take  down 
full  ftrain  of  eloquence. 


Wednejdayy  i  ^th  September. 
The  gentlemen  of  the  clan  went  away  early 
in  the  morning  to  the  ^harbour  of  Lochbradalc^ 
to  take  leave  of  fomc  of  their  friends  who  were 
going  to  America^  It  was  a  very  wet  day. 'W4 
looked  at  Rorie  More's  horn,  which  is  a  largii 
CDw*s  horn,  with,  the  mouth  of  it  ornamented 
urith  filver  curioufly  carved.  It  holds  rathcf 
mot^e  than  a  bottle  and  a  half.  Every  Laird 
xA  M'Leod,  it  is  faid>  mud,  as  a  proof -of  hi| 
manhood,  drink  it  ofi^  full  of  claret,  without 
laying  it  down. — ^From  Rorie  More  many  pf 
the  branches  of  the  family  are  deicended^  \ti 
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p^ticular,  the  Talifkcr  branch ;  fo  that  hi* 
name  is  much  talked  of.  We  alfo  faw  his  bow, 
which  hardly  any  man  now  can  bend,  and  hi» 
Glaymore^  which  was  wielded  with  both  hands, 
and  is  of  a  prodigious  fize.  We  faw  here  fome 
old  pieces  of  iron  armour,  immenfely  hcavy^ 
The  broad-fword  now  ufed,  though  called  the 
Glaymore,  (L  e.  the  great /word)  is  much  fmaller 
than  that  ufed  in  Rorie  More*s  time.  There 
is  hardly  a  target  now  to  be  found  in  the  High«» 
lands.  After  the  difarming  ad:,  they  made 
them  ferve  as  covers  to  their  butter- milk  bar* 
relss  a  kind  of  change,  like  beating  fpears 
into  pruning-hooks. 

Sir  George  Mackenzie's  Works  (the  folio 
edition)  happened  to  lie  in  a  window  in  the 
dining-room.  I  alked  Dr.  Johnfon  to  look 
at  the  CbaraSieres  Advocatorum.  He  allowed 
him  power  of  mind,  and  that  he  underftood 
very  well  what  he  tells  \  but  faid,  that  there 
was  too  much  declamation,  and  that  the  Latin 
was  not  corred:.  He  found  fault  with  appro* 
pirK^uabant^  in  the  character  of  Gilmour.  I 
tried  him  with  the  oppofition  between  gloria 
and  palma^  in  the  comparifon  between  Gilmour 
and  Nifbet,  which  Lbrd  Hailes,  in  his  Cata* 
logue  of  the  Lords  of  Seflion,  thinks  difficult 
to  be  underftood.  The  words  are,  **  penes  ilium 
gloria,  penes  bunc  palma'* — In  a  (bort  Account 
of  the  Kirk  of  Scocland»  which  I  published 
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forhe  years  ago,  I  applied  thefe  words  to  thi; 
two  contending  parties,  and  explained  them 
thus :  *^  The  popular  party  has  moft  eloquence ; 
Dr.  Robertfon's  paorty  moft  influence/* — I  wa4 
,  Very  defifoui  to  hear  Dr.  Johnlbn's  explication; 
•^J^nfon^  *^  I  fee  no  difficulty.  Gilmour  wai 
idrtiired  for  his  parts.  Nifbet  carried  his  caufc 
by  his  fkill  in  laW.  Palma  is  y\&.oTy.*^^l  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  ehara6tef  of  Nicholfon,  in  <hii 
book,  refembled  that  of  Buhke :  for  it  ii  faid, 
ill  Orte  pkcc,  "  In  mnnes  lufos  ^  joc&sjejape  r^aU 
n)^htt\^  and,  1ft  another,  ^^Jed  accifttris fnorie 
tinJ^eHa  attqumnh  oftaHtiUm  fublimi  Je  priotrah^s 
volatUy  in  pr^edam  miro  impetu  difcefideidt/*'-^ 
Jcbnfim'.  *^  No,  fit- ;  I  nfeVcr  heafd  Burke  make 
a  good  joke  in  my  lift/'-^Bo/welL  "  But,  fir, 
you  will  allow  he  is  a  hawk.**^Dr.  Johnfon^ 
thinking  that  I  meant  this  of  his  joking,,  faid, 
*'  No,  flr,  he  is  not  the  hawk  there.  He  is 
the  beetle  in  the  mire.'* — I  ftill  adhered  to  my 
metaphor,-^"  But  he/oars  a$  the  hawk/* — Jobit^ 
Jm^  *^Ye8,  firj  but  he  catches  nothing."-- 
M'Leod  aiked,  what  is  the  particular  eMfcell* 
cnce  of  Burke's  eloquence  X-^J^hnJon,  «  Copi- 
oufnefs,  and  fertility  of  allufion ;  a  power  of 
diveffifying  his  matter,  by  placing  it  in  van^^ 
telations»  Burke  has  great  knowledge,  and 
gr^at  command  of  language  5  though^  in  my 
opiniod^  it  has  not  in  every  refpeft  the  higheft 
ftlcgancc/**— %to^//;   "Do  you  thinks    fir, 
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that  Bbrke  has  read  Cicart>  mtich  ?  '"—JphTgHk. 
^^  I  don't  beliere  ic^  fir.  Butke  bas  griat 
knowledge,  8^^^^  fluenqr  oi  words,  and  great 
pFomptneJs  of  ideas,  €6  that  he  can  fpeak  with 
great  illuftracion  on  any  ftil^eft  that  comej  be« 
fbrb  him.  He  is  neither  like  Cicero,  nor  liki 
Demofthenes,  nor  like  any  one  elfe^  but  fpeaki 
ds  well  as  he  can.'^ 

In  the  65th  page  of  the  firft  volume  bf  Sir 
George  Mackenzie,  Dr.  Johnfon  pointed  diJt  a 
paragraph  beginning  ^ich  Ariftotle^  and  told 
rkie  there  wa^  an  error  in  the  ts%t^  which  he  bade 
me  try  to  difcover.  I  was  lucky  enough  to  hit 
it  at  once.  As  the  paflage  is  printed,  it  is  faid 
that  the  devil  anfwers  ev^  in  engines.  I  cor- 
rected it  tb— w^^  in  ^gmas.  **  Sir,  faid  hc^ 
you  are  a  good  critick.  This  would  have  been 
a  great  thing  to  do  indie  text  of  ah  ancient 
fliuthouf." 

TburfJay,  1 6lb  September. 
Laft  night  much  care  was  taken  of  Dr. 
Johnfon,  who  was  ftill  diftrefled  by  his  cold. 
He  had  hitherto  moft  ftrangely  flept  without  a 
night-cap.  Mifs  M'Lcdd  made  hini  a  large 
flannel  one,  and  he  was  prevailed  with  to  drirtk 
a  little  brandy  when  he  was  going  to  bed.  He 
has  great  virtue,  in  not  drinking  wine  or  any 
fei-raented  liquor,  becaufe,  as  he  acknowledged 
to  usj  he  could  not  do  it  in  nntederation. — Lady 
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M'Lcod  would  hiardlf  believe  him^  and  faid, 
^'  I  am  fure>  fir^  you  would  not  cany  it  coo 
hr"-^Jobn/bn.  "  Nay,  madam,  it  carried  me. 
I  cook  the  opportunicy  of  a  long  illnefs  to  leave 
kofF.  Icwas  chen  prefcribed  Co  me  not  to 
drink  wine  i  and  having  broken  off  che  habit,  I 
have  never  returned  co  it." 

In  the  argument  on  Tuefday  night,  about, 
natural  goodnefs,  Dn  Johnfon  denied  that  any 
child  was  better  than  another,  but  by  difference 
of  inftrudion;  though,  in  confequence  of 
greater  attention  being  paid  to  inftrudion  by 
one  child  than  another,  and  of  a  variety  of  im- 
perceptible  caufes,  fuch  as  inftruftion  being 
countera&ed  by  fervants,  a  notion  was  con^ 
ceived,  that  of  two  children,  equally  well  edu* 
cated,  one  was  naturally  much  worfe  than  ano« 
ther.  He  owned,  this  morning,  that  one 
might  have  a  greater  aptitude  to  learn  thaa 
another,  and  that  we  inherit  difpofitions  from 
our  parents.  ^'  I  inherited,  faid  he,  a  vile  me- 
lancholy from  my  father,  which  has  made  me 
mad  all  my  life,  at  leaft  not  fober/' — Lady 
M*Lcod  wondered  he  ihould  tell  this. — "  Ma- 
dam, faid  I^  he  knows  that  with  that  madneft 
he  is  fuperior  to  other  men." 

I  have  often  been  aftoniflied  with  what  ez« 
aftnefs  and  perfpicuity  he  will  explain  the  pro-- 
cefs  of  any  art.  He  this  morning  explained  to 
us  all  the  operation  of  coining,  and,  at  nighty 
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kll  the  operation  of  bcewing^  fo  very  cle^rlfi 
that  Mr.  M'Quccn  faid,  when  he  heard  the 
firft,  he  thought  he  had  been  bred  in  the  Mint; 
when  he  heard  the  fecondj  that  he  had  been 
bred  a  brewer. 

I  was  elated  by  the  thought  of  having  been 
^ble  to  entice  fuch  a  man  to  this  remote  part 
of  the  world.  A  ludicrous,  yet  juft,  image 
J)refcnted  itfelf  to  my  mind,  which  I  exprefled 
to  the  company.  I.  compared  myfelf  to  a  dog 
who  has  got  hold  of  a  large  piece  of  meat,  and 
runs  away  with  it  to  a  corner,  where  he  may 
devour  it  in  peace,  without  any  fear  of  others 
taking  it  from  him.  ^^  In  Londort,  Reynolds, 
Beiiiclerk,  and  all  of  them,  are  contending 
who  fhall  enjoy  Dr.  Johnfon*s  converfation* 
We  arc  feafting  upon  it,  undifturbed,  at  Dun« 
vegan." 

It  was  ftill  a  ftorm  of  wind  and  rain.  Dr. 
Johnfon  however  walked  out  with  M*Leod, 
and  fawRorie  More*s  cafcade  in  full  perfeftion. 
Colonel  M'Leod,  inftead  of  being  all  life  and 
gaiety,  as  I  have  feen  him,  was  atprefent  grave, 
and  fomewhat  deprcffed  by  his  anxious  concern 
about  M'Leod's  affairs,  and  finding  fome  gen- 
tlemen of  the  clan  by  no  means  difpofed  to  aft 
a  generous  or  affeftionate  part  to  their  Chief 
in  his  diltrefs,  but  bargaining  with  him  as  with 
a  ftranger.  However,  he  was  agreeable  and 
polite,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  faid^  he  was  a  very 
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pleafing  man.  —  My  fcUow-traveller  and  I 
talked  of  going  to  Sweden ;  and,  while  we  were 
fettling  our  plan,  I  exprefied  a  pleafure  in  the 
profpeft  of  feeing  the  king.  —  Jobnfon.  "  I 
doubt,  fir,  if  he  would  fpeak  to  u^/' — Colonel 
M^Leod  faid,  '*  I  am  fure  Mr.  Bofwell  -would 
fpeak  to  bim.^*  But,  feeing  me  a  little  difcon*^ 
certed  by  his  remark^  he  politely  added,  *'  and 
with  great  propriety/' — Here  let  me  offer  a 
fliort  defence  of  that  propenfity  in  my  difpofi- 
tion  to  which  this  gentleman  alluded.  It  has 
procured  me  much  happinefs.  I  hope  it  does 
not  deferve  fo  hard  a  name  as  either  forwardnefs 
or  impudence.  If  I  know  myff  li^  it  is  nothing 
more  than  an  eagerncfs  to  (base  the  fbciety  of 
men  diltinguifhed  either  by  their  rank  or  their 
talents,  and  a  diligence  to  attain  what  I  defire. 
If  a  man  is  praifed  for  feeking  knowledge, 
though  mountains  and  feas  are  in-  his  way>  may 
he  not  be  pardoned,  whofe  ardour,  in  the  pjui?* 
fuit  of  the  fame  objeA,  leads  him  to  encpuater 
difficulties  as  great,  though  of  a  difierent  kind  I 
After  the  ladies  were  gone  from  table,  we 
talked  of  the  Highlanders  not  having  (heets  ^ 
and  this  led  us  to  confider  the  advantage  of 

wearing  linen.-~7'^^^-  ^'  -^U  anuaal  fub«- 
ftances  are  lefs  cleanly  than  vegetabl^s^  Woo^ 
of  which  flannel  is  made,  is  an  animal  fub«- 
ftancei  flannel  ther^ore  i^  not  fo  cleanly  v 
linen,    I  remcnjibef  I  vfed  tx>  lihink.  ur  dirty » 
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but  when  I  knew  it  to  be  only  a  preparation  of 
the  juice  of  the  pine^  I  thought  fo  no  longer. 
it  is  not  difagreeable  to  have  thfe  gum  that 
oozes  from  a  pltimb-tree  upon  your  fingers^ 
becaufe  it  is  vegetable ;  but  if  you  have  any 
candle-greafe^  any  tallow  upon  your  iingers> 
^ou  are  uncafy  till  you  rub  it  off. — ^I  have 
often  thoughts  that^  if  I  kept  a  feraglio>  the 
ladies  fhould  all  wear  linen  gowils^p— or  cottoni 
'^FT'l  nnean  ftuifs  made  of  vegetable  fubftances. 
I  would  bave  no  Glky  you  cannot  tell  when  it 
is  clean :  It  will  be  very  nafty  before  it  is  per- 
ceived to  be  fo.  Linen  detedb  its  own  dirti- 
iiefs." 

To  hear  the  grave  Dr.  Samuel  Johnfon^ 
^'  that  majeftiek  teacher  of  moral-  and  religious 
wifdom>"  while  fitting  fbkmn  in  an  arm-chair 
in  the  ifle  of  Sky/  talk^  ex  ^afbeira^  of  hti 
keeping  a  feraglio,  and  acknowledge  that  the 
iuppoficion  .had  often  been  in  his  thoughts^ 
ftfuck  me  fo  forcibly  witl^  ludicrous  contrail, 
ithat  I  couid  not  but  laugh  immoderately.  He 
was  too  proud  to  fubmit^  even  for  a  moment^ 
to  be  the  objcA  of  ridicule,  and  inftantly  re^ 
^ij^ted  with  Aich  keen  f^c^ick  wity  and 
ifoch  a  variety  of  degrading  images^  of  every 
^e  of  which  I  was  the  objedl:,  that,  though  I 
can  tiear  fuch  .attacks  as  well  as  moft  men,  I 
yet  foU&d  myself  ib  much  the  fport  of  all  the 
compwy,  that  I  wpuld  gladly  expunge  from 
fSif  fljind  tvtTj  trace  of  this  fcvere  retort. 
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Talking  of  our  friend  Langton's  houie  m 
Lincolnfliirej  he  faid,  "  the  old  houfe  of  the 
family  was  burnt.  A  temporary  building  was. 
ereded  in  its  room;  and  to  this  they  have 
been  always  adding  as  the  family  increafed.  It 
is  like  a  fliirt  made  for  a  man  when  he  was  a 
child,  and  enlarged  always  as  he  grows  older." 

We  talked  to-night  of  Luther^s  allowing  the 
Landgrave  of  Hefie  two  wives,  and  that  it  was 
with  the  co(ifent  of  the  wife  to  whom  he  was 
firft  married.^ — Jobnfim.  **  There  was  np  h|rni 
in  thi$,  {o  far  as  (he  was  only  concerned,  be*^ 
caufe  volenti  nan  fit  injuria.  But  it  was  an  06* 
fence  againft  the  general  order  of  fociety,  and 
againft  the  law  of  the  Gofpel,  bv  which  one 
man  and  one  woman  are  to  be  united.  No 
man  caa  have  two  wives,  but  by  preventing 
ibmebody  elfe  fronfi  having  one." 

Friday^  ly tb  September. 
After  dinfier  yeftcrday,  we  had  a  converfa* 
tion  upon  cunning.  M^Leod  faid  that  he  was 
n6t  afraid  df  cunning  people  i  but  would  let 
them  play  their  tricks  about  him  like  monkeys* 
«^  But,  <  faid  I,  they'll  fcratch  i'*  luid  Mr; 
M'Queen  added,  "  they'll  invent  new  tricks; 

as  foon  as  you  find  out  what  they  do.*'— 7^^^^!^' 
««  Cunning  has  effe6k  from  the  credulity  of 
others,  lather  than  from  the  abilities  of  diole 
who  are  cunning.  It  re(]uires  no  extraordinary 
^  '       '  talent! 


talents  to  lye  and  deceive.'^— This  led  us  to 
confider  whcdier  it  did  not  require  great  abili- 
ties to  be  very  wicked. — John/on.  **  It  requires 
great  abilities  to  have  the  power  of  being  very 
wicked;  but  not, to  be  very  wicked.  A  man 
who  has  the  power,  which  great  abilities  pro- 
cure him,  may  ufe  it  well  or  ill ;  and  it  requires 
more  abilities  to  ufe  it  well,  than  to  ufe  it  ill. 
Wickednefs  is  always  eafier  than  virtue  i  fur  it 
takes  the  (hort  cut  to  every  thing.  It  is  much 
eafier  to  (Ual  a  hundred  pounds,  than  to  get 
it  by  labour,  or  any  other  way.  Confider  only 
what  aft  of  wickednefs  requires  great  abilities 
to  commit  it,  when  once  the  perfon  who  is  to 
do  it  has  the  power ;  for  there  is  the  diftin&ion«. 
It  requires  great  abilities  to  conquer  an  anny» 
but  none  to  maiTacre  it  after  it  is  conquere^/^ 

The  weather  this  day  was  rather  better  than 
any  that  we  had  (ince  we  came  to  Dunvegan. 
Mr.  McQueen  had  often  talked  to  me  of  a  cu- 
rious piece  of  antiquity  near  this,  which  he 
called  a  temple  of  the  Goddeis  jiuaitis.  Having 
often  talked  of  going  to  fee  it^  bp  and  I  Ice  out 
^fcer  breakfaft,  attended  by  his  man«  a  &llo« 
quite  like  a  favage.  I  myft  obfenre  here,  that 
in  Sky  there  feenris  to  be  much  idlenefs ;  for 
men  and  boys  follow  you,  as  colts  follow 
paflengers  upon  a  road.  The  ufual  figure  of  a 
Sky-boy,  is  a  town  with  bare  legs  and  ktty  a 
dirty  ib7/,  ragged  coat  and  waiftco^t,  a  barfs 
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ht^iy  and  a  ftlck  in  hvk  hand,  vhtch  I  fuppofe 
IS  partly  to  help  the  ia?y  rogve  to  walk,  partly 
to  (ei^t  as  a  kind  of  a  defenfive  weapon.  We 
tiralked  what  is  called  two  Qiiles,  bvit  is  probably* 
four,  froni  the  caftic,  till  we  came  to  th^e  facced 
place.  The  country  around  is  ^  black  dreary 
moor  on  all  fides,  except  to  the  lea*coa(l:,  to-- 
wards  which  there  is.  a  vjew  through  a  valley  ^ 
and  the  farm  o£  Bojf  ihews  (ocnc  good  l^nd. 
The  place  itfelf  is  grfrcn  ground^  being  well 
di:ained,  by  npeans  of  a  dieep  gkn  on  each  fide^ 
in  both  of  which  there  runs  a  rivulet  with  a 
good  quantity  of  w^tcr,  forming  fever al  cas- 
cades, which  make  a  confiderable  appearance 
and  found.  The  firft  thing  we  canoe  to  was  an 
farthsn  mound,  op  dyke,  extending  from  the 
one  precipice  to  the  other.  A  lifitle  farther  on» 
was  a  flrong  flone  wall,  not  high»  but  very 
thick,  extending  in  the  fame  manner.  On  the 
outftde  of  it  were  the  ruins  of  two.  houfes,  one 
on  each  fide  o€  the  entry  or  gate  to  it.  The 
wall  is  buiit  all  along  of  uncemented  flones, 
but  of  fo  large  a  fize  as  to  make  a  very  firm 
and  durable  rampart.  It  has  been  built  all 
about  the  qonfecrated*  ground,  except  wherQ 
the  precipice  is  fleep  enou^,  to  iorm  an  en- 
elofure  of  itfelf.  The  facred  fpot  contains 
more  than  two  acres%  There. are  withiii  it  thq 
ruins  of  many  houfes,  none  of  them  large,— ^ 
r4inr,— and  many  graves  marked  by  oJuHers  of 
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jjloiiea.  Mr.  McQueen  itififted  that  the  ruin  of 
4  fiiiaU  buildings  ftanding  eaft  and  wefty  wa& 
dfitwHy  the  temple  of  the  Goddefs  Anaitisy 
V^Jieve  her  ftatuc  was  kept,  and  from  whence 
prQce0rioiv$  were  made  to  wafii  it  in  one  of  the 
brooks.  There  i$»  it  muft  be  owned,  a  hollow 
roi^  vifble  for  a  good  way  from  the  entrance  t 
but  Mr.  McQueen,  with  the  keen  eye  of  an  an-^ 
tiquary,  traced  it  much  farther  than  I  could 
perceive  it.  There  is  not  above  a  foot  and  a 
half  in  height  of  the  walls  now  remaining  i 
and  the  whole  extent  of  the  building  was  nevefn 
I  ingiagine,  greyer  than  an  ordinary  Highland 
houfe.  Mr.  McQueen  has  coUc£ted  a  great 
deal  of  learning  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  temple  of 
j^aitis  y  and  I  had  endeavoured,  in  my  Jota^nal, 
to  (late  f^ch  particulars  as  might  give  fome 
idea,  of  it,  and  of  die  furrounding  fcenery ;  butj^ 
from  the  great  difficulty  of  defcribing  vifiblc 
Qbjefts,  I  found  my  account  fb  unfatisfaftory, 
th4t  my  readers  woidd  probably  hare  esr-^ 
claimed 

"  And  write  about  it,  Goddefs,  and  about  it  ;*' 

and  therefore  I  have  omitted  it* 

"^hen  we  got  home,  and  were  again  at  table 
^(h  Dr.  Johnfon>  we  fiHl:  talked  of  portraits.. 
He  agreed  in  thinking  them  valuable  in  fami- 
lies; I  viibed  to  know  which  he  preferred,^ 
fine  portraits,  or  thofe  of  which  the  merit  waa 

refemblance. 

S 


[  26^  ] 

rcfemblancc. — John/on.  "  Sir,  their  chief  ex- 
cellence is  in  being  like/* — Bojwell.  "  Arc  you 
of  that  opinion^  as  to  the  portraits  of  anceftors 
whom  one  has  never  fcen  ?" — Jobn/on.  "  It  then 
becomes  of  more  confequence  that  they  Ihould 
be  like ;  and  I  would  have  them  in  the  drefs  of 
riie  times,  which  makes  a  piece  of  hiftory, 
One'lhould  like  to  fee  how  Rorie  More  looked^ 
Truth,  fir,  is  of  the  greateft  value  in  thefc 
things/' — Mr.  M'Queen  obferved,  that  if  you 
think  it  of  no  confequence  whether  portraits 
are  like,  if  they  are  but  well  painted,  you  may 
be  indifferent  whether  a  piece  of  hiftory  is  true 
or  not,  if  well  told. 

Dr  Johnfon  feid  at  breakfaft  to-day, "  that  it 
was  but  of  late  that  hiftorians  beftowed  pains 
and  attention  in  confulting  records,  to  attain 
to  accuracy.  Bacon,  in  writing  his  Hiftory  of 
Henry  VII.  does  not  feem  to  have  confulted 

any,  but  to  have  juft  taken  what  he  found  in 
other  hiftories,  and  blended  it  with  what  he 
learnt  by  tradition.'*  He  agreed  with  me  thac 
there  (hould  be  a  chronicle  kept  in  every  con- 
fiderable  family,  to  preferve  thf  cliara&ers  and 
trahfafbions  of  fucceffive  generations. 

After  dinner  I  ftarted  the  fubjeft  of  the 
temple  ofAnaitis.  Mr.  McQueen  had  laid  ftrefs 
on  the  name  given  to  the  place  by  the  country 
people,  Ainmty  and  added,  ^^  I  knew  not 
what  to  make  of  this  piece  of  antiquity,  till  I 
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met  with  the  Anaitidis  delubrum  in  Jjfd!i^i  n)C|i« 
tioned  by  Paufanias  and  the  elder  Pliny/'— Dr. 
Johnibn,  with  his  ufual  acutenefs^  exaipin^^ 
Mr.  McQueen  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  wo.(4 
Ahmii,  in  Erfe;  and  it  proved  to  be  a  wafer- 
place,  or  a  place  near  water,  "  which,  faid  Mr. 
McQueen,  agrees  with  all  the  defcriptions  of 
the  temples  of  that  goddefs,  which  were  fitu- 
atpd  near  rivers,  that  there  might  be  water  to 
wafli  the  ftatue." — Jobnjon.  "  Nay,  fir,  the  ar- 
gument from  the  name  is  gone.  The  name  is 
exhaufted  by  what  we  fee.  We  have  no  occa- 
fion  to  go  to  a  diftance,  for  what  we  can  pick 
up  under  our  feet*  Had  it  been  an  accidental 
name,  the  fimilarity  between  it  and  Aruutis 
might  have. had  fomething  in  iti  but  it  turns 
out  to  be  a  mere  phyfiological  name.'' — ^Mac- 
leod  faid,  Mr.  McQueen's  knowledge  of  ety* 
mology  had  deftroyed  his  conjedure. — Joim^ 
Jm.  '^  Yes,  fir ;  Mr.  McQueen  is  like  the  eagle 
mentioned  by  Waller,  who  was  Ibot  with  an 
arrow  feathered  from  his  own  wing.''— -Mn 
McQueen  would  not,  however,  give  up  his  con- 
jefture.— 7^^^»  "  You  have  one  pofllbility 
for  you,  and  all  pofiibilities  againft  you.  It  is 
poflible  it  may  be  the  temple  oi  AndHs.  But 
it  is  alfo  poflible  that  it  may  be  a  fortification ; 
«— or  it  may  be  a  place  of  chriftian  worfhip^ 
as  the  firft  Chriftians  often '  chofe  remote  and 
wild  places,  to  make  an  impreflion  •  on  the 
mind  5--or,  i£  it  was  a  heathen  temple,  it  may 
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have  been  bwilt  near  a  river,  for  the  purpofc  of 
luftration ;  and  there  is  fuch  a  multitude  of  dU 
winhves,  to  whom  it  may  have  been  dedicatee^ 
i^at  the  chance  of  its  being  a  temple  oi  Anaitis 
b  hardly  any  thing.  It  is  like  throwing  a  grain 
of  fand  upon  the  fea-ihore  to*day,  and  thinking 
you  may  find  it  to-morrow<*  No,  fir;  this 
temple,  like  many  an  iU-baik  edifice,  tumbles 
^own  before  it  is  roofed  in."*-*-I/i  his  tritimph 
oyer  the  reverend  antiquarian,  he  indulged 
himfelf  in  a  conceit  j  for,  fome  veflige  of  the 
altar  of  the  goddefs  being  much  infifted  on  iqi 
fepport  of  the  hypothefis,  he  faid,  *•  Mr. 
M'Queen  is  fighting ^^  aris  ctfocis,*^ 

It  was  wonderful  how  mcW  time  paffqi  in  a 
remote  caftle,  and  in  dreary  weather.  After 
ftipper,  we  talked  of  Pennant.  It  was  objedted 
that  he  was  fuperficial.  Dr.  Johnfon  defended 
him  wapinly.  He  faid,  '*  Pennant  has  grciater 
variety  of  inquiry  than  almoft  any  man^  and 
has  told  us  more  than  perhaps  one  in  ten  thou* 
iand  could  hdve  done,  in  the  time  that  he  took* 
He  has  not  faid  what  he  was  to  tell  i  fb  you 
<annot  find  fault  with  him,  for  what  he  has  not 
told.  If  a  man  comes  to  look  for  fifhes,  jm 
.cannot  blame  him  if  he  does  not  attend  t^ 
fowls.** — ^»  B»t,^faid  G>lonel  M*Leod,  he  mtn^ 
cions  the  unreafonable  riie  of  rents  in  the 
Highlands,  and  fays,  'the  gentlemen. art  for 
•  emptying  the  bag,  without  filling  it  j*  for  that 
is  the  phrafe  he  ufes*    Why  does  he  not '  tdl 
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how  to  fill  it  ?  ^^'^Jobnfon..  "  Sir,  there  is  no  end 
of  negative  criticifm.  He  tells  what  he  ob- 
fervcs>  and  as  much  as  he  choofes.  If  he  tells 
what  is  not  true,  you  may  find  fault  with  him  j 
but  though  he  tells  that  the  land  is  not  well 
cultivated,,  he  is  not  obliged  to  tell  how  it  may 
be  well  cultivated.  If  I  tell  that  many  of  the 
Highlanders  go  bare-footed,  I  am  not  obliged 
to  tell  how  they  may  get  fhoes.  Pennant  tells 
a  faA.  He  need  go  no  farther,  except  he 
pleafcs.  Heexhaufts  nothing;  and  no  fubjed: 
whatever  has  yet  been  exhaufted.  But  Pennant 
has  furely  told  a  great  deal.  Here  is  a  man  fix 
feet  high,  and  you  are  angry  becaufe  he  is  not 
feven."— -Notwithftanding'  this  eloquent  OratU 
pro  Pennant ioy  which  they  who  have  read  this 
gentleman's  7ours,  and  recoUeft  the  Savage  and 
the  Shopkeeper  at  Monhddoy  will  probably  im- 
pute to  the  fpirit  of  contradi(5):ion,  I  ftill  think 
that  he  had  better  have  given  more  attention  to 
fewer  things,  than  have  thrown  together  fuck' 
a  number  of  imperfcft  accounts. 

S(^tiirdayy  i%th September. 
Before  breakfaft,.  Dr.  Johnfon  came  up  to 
my  room,  to  forbid  me  to  mentioa  that  this 
was  his  birth-day  J  but  I  told  him  I  had  done 
it  already  s  at  which  he  was  difpleafed;  I  fup- 
pofc  from  wifhing  to  have  nothing  particular 
done  on  his  account.  Lady  M^Leod  and  I 
got  into  a  warm  difpute.    She  wanted  to  build 
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a  houfe  updn  a  farm  which  (he  has  taken^  aHbtit 
five  miles  from  the  caftle,  and  to  make  garSehs 
and  other  ornaments  there ;  all  of  which  I  ap- 
proved of  i  but  infifted  that  the  feat  of  tht  fa- 
mily Ihould  always  be  upon  the  rock  of  Diin-^ 
vegan. — Jobnfon.   "  Aye,  in  time  we'll  btrild 
all  round  this  rock.    You  ma/  make  a  very 
good  houfe  at  the  farm ;  but  it  muft  not  be 
fuch  as  to  tempt  the  Laird  of  M'Leod  to  go 
thither  to  rcfide.     Moft  of  the  great  families  of 
England  have  a  fecondary  refidence,  which  is 
called  a  jointure- houfe:  let  this  be  of  that  kind/' 
—The  lady  infifted  that  the  rock  was  very  incon- 
venient ;  that  there  was  no  place  near  it  where 
a  good  garden  could  be  made;  that  it  muft: 
always  be  a  rude  place  $  that  it  was  a  Herculean 
labour  to  make  a  dinner  here.— I  was  vexed  to 
find  the  alloy  of  modern  refinement  in  a  lady 
who  had  fo  much  old  family  fpirit. — "  Madam, 
faid  I>  if  once  you  quit  this  rock^  there  is  no 
knowing  where  you  may  fettle.     You  move 
five  miles  firili— then  to  St.  AndreVs,  as  the 
late  Laird  did  i — then  to  Edinburgh ; — and  fo 
on^  till  you  end  at  Hannpi!tead,  or  in  France. 
No,  no  J  keep  to  the  rock :  it  is  the  very  jewel 
of  the  eftate.    It  looks  as  if  it  had  been  let 
down  fi-om  heaven  by  the  four  corners,  to  be 
the  refidence  of  a  Chief.     Have  all  the  com- 
forts and  convenienqies  of  life  upon  it,   but 
never  leave  Rorie  More's  cafcade." — "But, 
faid  fliCj  is  it  not  enough  if  we  keep  it  i  Muft  we 

never 
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never  have  more  convenience  than  Rorie  More 
had  ?  He  had  his  beef  brought  to  dinner  in 
one  bafket,  and  his  bread  in  another,  Why 
not  as  well  be  Rorie  More  all  over,  as  live  upon 
his.  rock  i  And  fhould  not  we  tire,  in  looking 
perpetually  on  this  rock  ?  It  is  very  well  for 
you,  who  have  a  fine  place,  and  every  thing 
ea(y,  to  talk  thus,  and  think  of  chaining  honeft 
folks  to  a  rock.  You  would  not  live  upon  it 
yourfelf." — "  Yes,  madam,  faid  I  -,  I  would  live 
upon  it,  were  I  Laird  of  M^Leod,  and  fhould 
be  unhappy  if  I  were  not  upon  it/* — Jobnfon. 
(with  a  flrong  voice,  and  moft  determined 
manner,)  '^  Madam,  rather  than  quit  the  old 
rock,  Bofwell  would  live  in  the  pit;  he 
would  make  his  bed  in  the  dungeon.**— I  felt  a 
degree  of  elation,  at  finding  my  refolute  feudal 
enthufiafm  thus  confirmed  by  fuch  a  fandion. 
The  lady  was  puzzled  a  little.  She  (till  re* 
turned  to  her  pretty  farm, — ^rich  ground,*-«fine 
garden, — **  Madam,  faid  Dr  Johnfon,  were  they 
in  Afia,  I  would  not  leave  the  rock."— -My 
opinion  on  this  fubjefi:  is  ftill  the  fame.  An 
ancient  family  refidence  ought  to  be  a  primary 

obje£t ;  and  though  the  fituation  of  Dunvegan 
be  fuch  that  little  can  be  done  here  in  garden* 
ing,  or  pleafure-ground,  yet,  in  addition  to  the 
veneration  acquired  by  the  lapfe  of  time,  it  has 
many  circumftances  of  natural  grandeur  fuited 

tp  the  feat  of  a  Highland  Chief;  it  has  the  fea, 

— iflands^ 
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—iflandSj— rocks,*— hills,— a  noble  cafcadoi 
and  when  the  family  is  again  iti  opulenx:e,  ' 
ibmething  may  be  done  by  art. 

Mr,  Donald  M'Queen  went  awxf  to-day,  in 
order  to  preach  at  Bracadale  next  day.  We 
were  fo  comfortably  fituated  at  Dunyegan^ 
that.  Dr.  Johnfon  could  hardly  be  moved  from 
it.  I  propofed  to  him  that  we  fhould  leave 
it  on  Monday.  *^*  No,  fir,  faid  he  j  I  will  not 
go  before  Wednefday.  I  will  have  fome  more 
of  this  good." — However,  as  the  weather  was 
at  this  feafon  fo  bad,  and  fo  very  uncertain, 
and  we  had  a  great  deal  to  do  yet,  Mr. 
McQueen  and  I  prevailed  with  him  to  agree  to 
iet  out  on  Monday,  if  the  day  fhould  be  good. 
Mr.  McQueen,  though  it  was  inconvenient  for 
him  to  be  abfent  from  his  harveil,  engaged  to 
wait  on  Monday  at  Ulinifli  for  us.  When  he 
was  going  away.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  ^'  I  fhall 
ever  retain  a  great  regard  for  you."  Then 
afked  him  if  he  had  the  Rambler. -^  Mr. 
McQueen  faid,  "  No  j  but  my  brother  has  it." 
^^Johnjm.  "  Have  you  the  Idler?  '"-^M'^ueen. 
"  No,  ^rr^jahnjon.  «  Then  I  will  order  one 
for  you  at  Edinburgh,  which  you  will  keep  in 
remembrance  of  me." — Mr.  M'Queen  was 
much  pieced  with  this.  He  exprefled  to  itie^ 
in  the  ftrongeil  terms,  his  admiration  of  Dr» 
Johnfbn's  wonderful  knowledge,  and  every 
pdier  quality  for  which  he  is  (fiftinguifiied^    I 

aiked 
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alked  Mri  McQueen,  if  he  was  fatisfied  with 
being  a  minifter  in  Sky.  He  faid  he  was  j  but  he 
owned  that  his  forefathers  having  been  fo  long, 
there,  and  his  having  been  born  there,  made 
a  chief  ingredient  in  forming  his  contentment. 
I  Ihbcild  have  mentioned,  that,  on  our  left 
hand,  between  Portree  and  Dr.  M^Leod's 
houfe,  Mr.  M'Queen  told  me  there  had  been 
a  college  of  the  Knights  Templars ;  that  tra- 
dition faid  fo;  and  that  there  was  a  ruin  re- 
maining of  their  church  which  had  been  burnt: 
but  I  confefs  Dh  Johnfon  has  weakened  my 
belief  in  remote  tradition.  In  the  difpute 
about  Anaitis^  Mr.  M'Qiieen  faid,  Afia  Minor 
was  peopled  by  Scythians,  and,  as  they  were 
the  anceftors  of  the  Cehs,  the  fame  religion 
mfght  be  in  Afia  Minor  and  Sky. — Jolpnfon. 
"  Alas!  fir,  what  can  a  nation  that  has  not 
letters  tell  of  its  original.  1  have  always  diffi- 
culty to  be  patient  when  I  hear  authours  gravely 
quoted,  as  giving  .accounts  of  favage  nations, 
which  accounts  they  had  from  the  favages 
themfelyes.  '  What  can  the  M^Craas  tell  abouc 
themfelves  a  thoufand  years  ago )  There  is  na 
tracing  the  conneftion  of  ancient  nations^  but 
by  language;  and  therefore  I  am  always  lorry 
when  any  language  is  loft,  becaufe  languages 
are  the  pedigree  of  nations.  If  yqu  find  the' 
fame  language  in  diftant  countries,  you  may  be 
furc  thatthe  inhabitants'of  ^ich  have  been  the 

T  fame 
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fame  people  j  that  is  to  f»y,  if  you  find  the 
iariguagcs  a.good  deal  the  famej  for  a  word 
here  and  there  being  the  fame,  will  not  do. 
Thus  Butler,  in  his  Hudibras,  remembering 
t^at  Paiguiut  in  the  Straits  of  Magellan,  figni-. 
fics  a  bird  with  a  white  head,  and  that  the  fame 
■word  hfth  in  Wales,  the  fignification  of  a 
white-headed  wench,  (pen  hearf,  and  guilt 
white,)  by  way  of  ridicule,  concludes  that  the 
people  of  thbfe  Straits  arc  Welch. 

A  youog  gentleman  of  the  name  of  M'Lean, 
ijephew  to  the  Laird  of  the  ifie  of  Muck,  came 
ijiis  nMjrniog ;  and,  juft  as  we  fat  down  to  dia- 
per, came  the  Laird  of  the  iQe  of  Mack  him- 
felf,  his  lady,  filler  to  Talilker,  two  other  ladies 
their  relations,   and  a  daughter  of  the  late 
M-Leod  of  Hamer,  who  wrote  a  trcatifc  oa 
tjie  fecond  fight,    under  the  defignation  o£ 
Tbeopbilus  Infuianus,    It  was  fomewhat  droll  to 
hear  thjs  L^vd  called  by  his  title.    Mud  would 
have  founded  ill  i  fo  he  was  called  ^  o/Muek^ 
which  went,  off  with  great  readJncIs.     The 
written,  is  tinfeemly,  but  is  not 
original  £rfe,  which  is  Momcb, 
Sows'  Ifl^n4-     Buchanan  calls  it 
9,    It  is  io  called  from  its  form, 
me  of  Afi/«*. .  The  Laird  infilU 
that  this  is  the  proper  name.     It  was  formerly 
church-land  belonging  to  Icglmkill,   and  a 
hermit  lived'  in  it.    It  \%  two  miles  long,  and 
about 
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aboot  three  qvi»rtei:$  of  a  nfiHe  bAm4*  Tkc 
Laird  faid  he  had  fevcn  ftore  of  ibftiJb  lajioii  it. 
hM&  jrqar  he  had  eighty  perfpn^  bocuhited, 
moftly  cbilflrenj  but  fome  of  thecn  eigis^eei^ 
years  of  age.  He  agreed  wich  a'  fuargcoa  to 
come  and  do  it»  at  half  aicrown  a  bead>-**Jt  is 
¥eiy  fertile  in  corn^  of  ^^hicfa  they  cspoit  fome  j 
ttiKi'its  co^fts  abound  in  fifli.  Atvflot  comes 
there  fix  tinnes  iil  a  ye^.  They  get  a  good 
bkckfintdi  from  the  ifle  of  Egg.    -    .  •  : 

9 

< 

^  It  was  rather  woife  ^^athef  tha4l  iuy  that 
we  had  yet.  At  bncakf&ft  J^.  JdHrifdri  faidi 
"'  Some  cunning  men  choofe  fbhUk  for  their 
wives,  thinking  to^man^ge  therti,  biit  they 
alwftys  fail.  There  is  a  fpaniel  fool  and'  a 
mule  fook^  The  fpaniel  fooi  may  be  rrVade  to 
do  by  beating.  The  ni\ile  fobi>^H^n^thfi[r  dt> 
bywords  n<»r  bio  ws^f  attd  the  fF^<^l^fo6to(ten 
turns  mule  at  lad  t  and^  fupp^l^-  ^fddt  to  be 
ifiad€ '  do  pretty  weit^ «  yd^  muft  haVe  tliie  comi- 
imal  ^trouide^of  making  her  do.  Depend  upon 
It, 'M>" woman  is- the  worfe  for  fcnfe  and  knovtf- 
Jed^e^^^i^Whethrraftccwiards  he  meant  merely 
to  fafi  pohte  thingi  or  to  give  his  opinion^  I 
could  not  be  fure  j  but  he  added,  "  Men  know 
that  women  are  an  over-match  for  them,  and 
therefore  they  choofe  the  wcakcft  or  mofl:  igno- 
nmt;    If  they  did  not  think^  fo^   they*  never 

T  2  could 
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could  be  afraid  of  women  knowing  as  much  as 
themfelves/'-^In  juftice  to  the  fcx,  I  think  it 
but  candid  to  acknowledge^  that>  in  a  fubfe* 
quent  converfation^  he  told  me  that  he  was 
ferious  in  what  he  had  faid. 

He  came  to  my  room  this  morniiig  before 
breakfaft,  to  read  my  Journal,  which  he  has 
done  all  along.  He  6ften  before  faid,  ^^  I  take 
great  delight  in  reading  it*"  To-day  he  faid, 
*'  You  improve :  it  grows  better  and  better."— 
I  obferved,  there  was  a  danger  of  my  getting  a 
habit  of  writing  in  a  ilovcnly  manner. — "  Sir, 
faid  be,  it  is  not  written  in  a  flovenly  manner.  It 
might  be  printed,  were  the  fubicft  fit  for  print- 
ing*."— ^Whilc  Mr.  Beaton  preached  to  us  in 
the  dining-room.  Dr.  Johnfon  fat  in  his  own 
room,  where  I  faw  lying  before  him,  a  volume 
of  Lord  Bacon's  works,  the  D^cay  of  Cbrifiiim 
Piety ^  Monboddo*s  Origin  of  Language^  and 
Sterne's  Sermons. — He  afked  me  to-day^  how 
we  were  fo  little  together  ?  I  told  him,  my 
Journal  took  up  much.  time.  Yet,  on  reflec- 
tion^ it  appeared  ftrange  to  me,  that  although 
I  will  run  from  one  end  of  London  to.  another^ 
to  pafs  an  hour  with  him,  Xfhould  oibit  to  feize 
any  fparc  time  to  be  in  his  company,  when  I 

am 

*  As  I  have  faithfully  recorded  fo  many  minqte  particulars^ 
I  hope  I  (hall  btf  pardoned  for  indulging  my  vanity  in  hiferting 
fo  flattieriog  ap  cnQomiub  on  what  if  novf  ofkjrcd  po  tbe 
publick. 
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am  fettled  in  the  fame  houfe  with  him.  But  my 
Journal  is  really  a  tafk  of  much  time  and  la- 
bour, and  he  forbids  me  to  contract  it. 

I  omitted  to  mention^  in  its  place^  that  Dr. 
Johnfon  told  Mr.  McQueen  that  he  had  found 
the  belief  of  the  fecond  fight  univerfal  in  Sky, 
except  among  the  clergy,  who  feemed  deter- 
mined againft  it.  I  took  the  liberty  to  obferve 
to  Mr.  McQueen,  that  the  clergy  were  a6tuated 
by  a  kind  of  vanity.  "  The  world  (fay  they) 
takes  us  to  be  credulous  men  in  a  remote  cor- 
ner. We'll  ib^w  them  that  we  arc  more  en- 
lightened than  they  think."  The  worthy  man 
faid,  that  his  difbelief  of  it  was  from  his  not 
finding  fufiicient  evidence  s  but  I  could  per- 
ceive that  he  was  prejudiced  againft  it. 

After  dinner  to-day,  we  talked  of  the  extraor- 
dinary faft  of  Lady  Grange's  being  fent  to 
St.  Kilda,  and  confined  there  for  feveral  years> 
without  any  means  of  relief*.     Dr.  Johnfon 

faid 

*  The  true  (tory  of  this  lady,  which  happened  in  this  cen- 
tury»  is  as  frightfully  romantick  as  if  it  had  been  the  fiflion 
of  a  gloomy  fancy*  S)^e  was  the  wife  of  one  of  the  Lords  of 
Seflion  in  Scotland,  a  man  of  the  very  firft  blood  of  his  coun- 
try. For  fonie  myfterious  reafons,  which  have  never  been 
difcovered.  fhe  was  feixed  and  carried  off  in  the  dark,  flit 
knew  not  by  whom,  and  by  nightly  journtes  was  conveyed  tp 
the  Highland  (hores,  from  whence  (he  was  tranfported  by  fea 
to  the  remote  rock  of  St.  Kilda,  where  (he  remained,  amongft 
its  few  wild  inhabitants,  a  forlorn  prifoner,  but  had  a  con* 
ilant  fupply  of  provifions,  and  a  woman  to  wait  on  her.  No 
hi^uiiy  was  made  after  her,  till  (he  at  laft  found  means  to 

T  3  convey 
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faid^  if  M'Leod  would  lee  ic  be  known  chat  he 
had  fuch  a  place  for  naughty  ladies^  he  might 
make  it  a. very  profitable  ifland. — ^We  had>  in 
the  courfe  of  our  cour,  heard  of  St.  Kilda  poe« 
cry.  Dr.  Johnfon  obferved>  <*  it  nvuft  be  very 
poor,  becaufe  they  hare  very  few  images.'*— 
BcfwilL  "  There  may  be  a  poetical  genius 
(hewn  in  combining  theft,  and  in  making 
poetry  of  x}[itm.**^^y9hnfim.  *'  Sir,  a  nfian  can- 
not make  fire  but  in  proportion  as  he  has  fuel. 
He  cannot  coin  guineas  but  in  proportion  as 
he  has  gold.** — ^At  tea,  he  talked  of  his  intend^ 

ing 

conv.ey  a  letter  to  a  confidential  friend,  by  the  daughter  of  a 
CatachTft,  who  concealed  it  in  a  clue  of  yarn.  Information 
being  thus  obtained  at  £ili.flburgliy  a  (hip  was  Tent  to  brkig 
h^r  qS  \  but  intelligence  of  thia  being  received i  fte  waa  con* 
veyed  to  M*Leod*<  iUand  of  Herries,  where  (he  died. 

In  Carfaapes's  State  Fa^ers^  we  find  an  authentick  narratiTe 
Af  CoDnofy  a  catholick  priefti  who  tamed  prote^ant,  being 
felled  by  fome  of  Lord  $eaforth*s  people,  and  detained  pri- 
foner  in  the  ifland  of  Herries  feveral  years  \  he  wa^  fed  with 
bread  and  water,  and  lodged  in  a  houfe  where  he  w^s  expofed 
t6  the  rains  and  cold.  Sir  Jamea  Ogilvy  writes,  (June  i8, 
x^^T^  that  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  Advocate,  and 
Iiimfelf,  were  to  meet  next  day,  to  take  effe^ual  methods 
to  have  this  redrefled.  Connor  was  then  fti  11  detained.  P.  310* 
^This  (hews  what  private  opprei}Ion  might  in  the  laft  century 
be  praAiled  in  the  Hebrides. 

Xn  the  fame  colle6lion,  the  Earl  of  Argyll  gives  a  piAu* 
refque  account  of  an  embafTy  from  the ^reat  McNeil  9/ BarTa% 
as  that  infular  Chief  ufed  to  be  denominated— <<  I  received  a 
letter  ytllerday  fiom'M'Neil  of  pafra,  who  lives  very  far  oiF, 
fcnt  by  a  gentleman  in  all  formality,  offering  his  fervice, 
which  had  made  you  laugh  to  fee  his  entry.  His  ftile  of  hii 
letter  runt  at  if  he  were  of  another  kingdom.**— P.  643* 


ing  to  go  to  Italy  in  1775.  M*Leo'd  faid,  he 
would  like  Paris  better. — John/on.  «*  No,  fir  5 
there  is  fionfc  6f  th'6  French  literati  nbw  alive, 
to  rifit  Whorti  I  liC^puld  crofs  a  fea.  1  c4n  find 
in  BufFoh'^  book  all  tliit  he  can  fay  ^/' 

After  jfupper  he  feid,  "  I  art!  forry  that  pf izc- 
fightihg  is  gone  Otit ;  every  art  fhould  be  pfe- 
ferved,  and  the  drt  of  defence  is  furcly  im- 
portant. It  is  dbfurti  that  cfur  foldiers  fliould 
have  fwords,  and  not  be  taught  the  ufe  of 
them.  JPrize-fightirig  made  people  accuftomed 
not  to  be  alarmed  at  feeing  their  own  blood, 
or  feeling  a  little  pain  from  a  wound.  I  think 
the  heavy  glcgmare  Was  an  ill-<:ontrived  wea- 
pon. A  man  could  only  ftrike  once  with  it. 
It  employed  both  his  hands,  and  he  muft  of 
courfe  be  foon  fatigued  with  wielding  it;  (b 
that  if  his  antagonift  could  only  keep  playing  a 
while,  he  was  fure  of  him.  I  would  fight  with 
a  dirk  againft  Rorie  More's  fword.  I  could 
ward  off  a  blow  with  a  dirk,  and  then  run  in 
upon  my  enemy.  When  withirt  .that  heavy- 
fword,  I  have  him ;  he  is  quite  helplefs,  and 
I  could  ftab  hint  at  my  leifure,  like  a  calf. — It 
is  thought  by  fenfible  military  men,  that  thfc 

T4  Englifh 

*  I  do«bt  the  juftice  of  my  fellow*tiiivei1er^s  remark  con- 
cerning the  French  literati,  many  of  whom,  I  am  told,  have 
condderable  merit  in  converfation,  as  well  asm  their  writings. 
That  of  Moniieur  de  BaiFon.  id  particvlar,  I  am  well  aflure^ 
is  highly  inftruftive  andentert^inlug. 
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Englifli  do  not  enough  avail  themfelyes  of 
their  fuperior  ftrcngth  of  body  againft  the 
French  i  for  that  miift  always  have  a  great 
advantage  in  pufhing  with  bayonets.  I  have 
heard  an  officer  fay^  that  if  women  could  be 
made  to  ftand^  they  would  do  as  well  as  men 
in  a  mere  interchange  of  bullets  from  a  dif- 
tance;  but  if  a  body  of  men  fhould  come 
clofc  up  to  them,  then  to  be  fure  they  mult  be 
overcome ;  now,  faid  he,  in  the  fame  manner 
the  weaker-bodied  French  mull  be  overcome 
by  our  ftrong  foldiers/* 

The  fubjedt  of  duelling  was  introduced.— 
Jobnfon.  "  There  is  no  cafe  in  England  where 
one  or  other  of  the  combatants  mufi  die  5  if  you 
have  overcome  your  adverfary  by  difarming 
him,  that  is  fufficient,  though  you  fhould  not 
kill  him  -,  your  honour,  or  the  honour  of  your 
family,  is  reflored,  as  much  as  it  can  be  by  a 
duel.  It  is  cowardly  to  force  your  antagoniil 
to  renew  the  combat,  when  you  know  that  you 
have  the  advantage  of  him  by  fuperior  flcill. 
You  might  juft  as  well  go  and  cut  his  throat 
while  he  is  afleep  in  his  bed.  When  a  duel 
begins,  it  is  fuppofed  there  may  be  an  equa- 
lity ;  becaufe  it  is  not  always  fkill  that  prevails. 
It  depends  much  on  prefence  of  mind ;  nay  on 
accidents.  The  wind  may  be  in  a  man's  face. 
He  may  fall.  Many  fuch  things  may  decide 
the  fuperiority,— A  man  is  fufficiently  pu- 
nched 
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liiCbed,  by  being  called  out,  and  fubjeded  to 
.the  ri(k  that  is  in  a  duel." — But  on  my  fug- 
getting  that  the  injured  perfon  is  equally  fub- 
jefted  to  rifle,,  he  fairly  owned  he  could  not  ex- 
plain the  rationality  of  duelling* 

Momlayy  20tb  September. 
When  I  awaked^  the  ftorm  was  higher  ftilL 
It  abated  about  nine,  and  the  fun  fhone ;  but 
it  rained  again  very  ibon,  and  it  was  not  a  day 
for  travelling.  At  breakfaft,  Dr-  Johnfon  told 
us,  that  there  was  once  a  pretty  good  tavern  in 
Catharine- ftreet  in  the  Strand,  where  very  good 
company  met  in  an  evening,  and  each  man 
called  for  his  own  half-pint  of  wine,  or  gill,  if 
Jie  pleafed ;  they  were  frugal  men^  and  nobody 
paid  but  for  what  he  himfelf  drank.  The 
houfe  furnifhed  no  fupper;  but  a  woman  at^ 
tended    with  mutton-pies^    which  any  body 

might  purchafe.     He  was  introduced  to  this 
company  by  Gumming  the  Quaker,  and  ufed 

to  go  there  fometimes  when  he  drank  wine* 
Me  faid,  that  in  the  laft  age,  when  his  mother 
lived  in  London,  there  were  two  fets  of  people, 
;thQfe  who  gave  the  wall,  and  thqfe  who  took 
it  $  the  peaceable  and  the  quarrelfomc.  When 
iie  returned  to  Lichfield,  after  having  been  in 
London,  his  mother  aflced  him,  whether  he 
was  one  of  thofe  who  gave  the  wall,  or  thole 
who  took  it?  <<  Now,  faid  he^  it  is  fixed  that 

every 
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€vcry  man  keeps  to  the  right;  or,  if  one  is 
taking  the  wall,  another  yields  it,  and  it  is 
lievcr  a  difpute." — ^He  was  very  fcvcre  on  a 
lady,  whofe  nanne  was  nnentioned.  He  faid,  he 
would  have  her  fent  to  St.  Kilda.  That  (he  was 
as  bad  as  negative  badnefs  could  be,  and  ftood 
in  the  way  of  what  was  good :  that  inlipid 
beauty  would  not  go  a  great  way  \  and  that 
fuoh  a  wornan  might  be  cut  out  of  a  cabbage, 
if  there  was  a  ikilful  artificer. 

M'Leod  was  too  lite  in  coming  to  breakfaft. 
Dr«  Johnibii  faid,  lazineis  was  worfe  than  the 
tooth^ach^'^jB^zt^//.  **  I  cannot  agree  with  yoii, 
fir ;  a  bafoti  of  cold  water,  or  a  horfe-whip, 
will  cure  lattncfs*"-i**7ofar/iwir.  "  No,  fir;  it  WiU 
only  put  off  the  fit ;  it  will  not  ciire  the  difeafd 
I  have  been  tryiiig  to  cure  my  lazinefs  all  my 
life,  and  could  not  do  it.** -^BofwtU.  "  But  if  a 
man .  does  in  a  fhorter  time  what  tnight  be  the 
labour  of  a  life>  there  is  nothing  to  be  faid 
againft  Wxiti.'^-^^Jcbn/in  (perceiving  at  once  that 
I  alluded  to  him  and  hisDiftionary).  <'  Suppdfe 
that  fiattery  to  be  true,  the  confequence  would 
be,  that  the  world  would  have  no  right  to  cm- 
fure  a  man ;  biit  that  will  not  juftify  him  tt> 
himfelf." 

After  breakfaft,  he  faid  to  mie,  "  A  High- 
land Chief  fiiould  now  endeavour  to  <!b  every 
thing  to  raife  his  rents,  by  mfeans  of  the  induftry 
of  his  people.    Formerly,  it  was  right  for  hirh 
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to  liayc  his  hoaife  full  of  idle  fettows  j  thcjr 
were  his  defenders^  hts  fervaott^  hti  dependants, 
his  friends.  Now  they  may  be  better  employed. 
The  fyftem  of  .things  is  now  fo  much  altered, 
that  the  family  cannot  have  influence  but  by 
riches,  bccaiufe  it  has  no  longer  the  power  of 
ancient  feudal  times.  An  individual  of  a  fa« 
mily  may  hare  it ;  but  it  canhbt  now  belong  to 
a  family,  unlefs  you  could  hare  a  peipetuity  of 
men  with  the  fame  riews.  M'Leod  has  four 
times  the  land  that  the  Duke  of  Bedford  has* 
I  think,  with  his  ipirit,  he  may  in  time  make 
himfelf  the  greateft  man  in,,  the  king's  domi« 
nions ;  for  l^d  may  always  be  improved  to  a 
certain  degree.  I  would  never  have  any  man 
fell  land,  to  ^hrow  money  into  the  funds,  as  is 
often  done,  or  to  try  any  other  fpecies  of  trade. 
Depend  upon  it,  this  rage  of  trade  will  deftroy 
itielf.  You  and  I  ihall  not  fee  it;  but  the  time 
will  come  when  there  will  be  an  end  of  it. 
^  Trade  is  like  gaming.  If  a  whole  company 
are  gamefters,  play  mud  ceafe;  for  there  is  no* 
thing  to  be  won.  When  all  nations  are  traders^ 
'there  is  nothing  to  be  gained  by  trade,  and  it 
will  flop  firft  where  it  is  brought  to  the  greateft 
perfection.  Then  the  proprietors  of  land  only 
will  be  the  great  men." — I  obferved,  it  was 
hard  that  M'Leod  (hould  find  ingratitude  in  fb 
many  of  his  people. — Jobnfoju  "  Sir,  gratitude 
is  a  fruit  of  great  cultivation  i  you  do  not  find 

it 
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k  among  grofs  people*'' — I  doubt  of  this.  Na- 
ture feems  to  have  implanted  gratitude  in  all 
living  creatures.  The  lion^  mentioned  by 
Valerius  Maximus,  had  it.  It  appears  to  me 
that  culture,  which  brings  luxury  and  ielfifh* 
nefs  with  it,  has  a  tendency  rather  to  weaken 
then  promote  this  affeftion. 

Dr.  Johnfon  faid  this  morning,  when  talking 
of  our  fetting  out,  that  he  was  in  the  ftate  in 
which  Lord  Bacon  reprefents  kings.  He  defired 
the  end,  but  did  not  like  the  means.  He  wifhed 
much  to  get  home,  but  was  unwilling  to  travel 
in  Sky. — ^^  You  are  like  kings  too  in  this,  fir, 
fald  I,  that  you  muft  aft  under  the  diredion  of 
others.'*  1 

^uejday,  2  \fi  September. 
The  uncertainty  of  our  prcfent  fituation 
having  prevented  me  from  receiving  any  letters 
from  home  for  fome  time,  I  could  not  help 
being  une&iy.  Dr.  Johnfon  had  an  advantage 
over  me,  in  this  refpeft,  he  having  no  wife  or 
child  to  oceafion  anxious  apprehenfions  in  his 
mind. — It  was  a  good  morning ;  fo  we  refolved 
to  fet  out.  But,  before  quitting  this  caftle, 
V^herc  we  have  been  fo  well  entertained,  let  mti 
give  a  fliort  defcription  of  it. 
*  Along  the  edge  of  the  rock,  there  are  the 
remains  of  a  wall,  which  is  now  covered  with 
ivy.    A  iquare  court  is  formed  by  buildings 

of 
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of  different  ages,  particularly  fome  towers/ 
faid  to  be  of  great  antiquity;  and  at  one/place 
there  is  a  row  of  falfe  cannon,  of  ftone.     There 
is  a  very  large  unfinilhed  pile,  foUr  ftories  high, 
which  we  were  told  was  here  when  Leodj  the 
firft  of  this  family,  came  from  the  Ifle  of  Man, 
(narried  the  heirefs  of  the  M'Crails,  the  ancient 
pofleflbrs  of  Dunvcgan,    and  afterwards  ac- 
quired by  conqueft  as  much  land  as  he  had  got 
by    marriage.      He  furpaffed    the  houfe   of 
Auftria  5  for  he  was  felhc  both  bellor  gerere  ct 
nuhere.    John  Breck  M'Lcod,  the  grand&ther 
of  the  late  laird,  began  to  repair  the  caftle,  or 
rather  to  compleat  it;  but  .he  did  not  Kve  to 
finifh  his  undertaking.     Not  doubting,  how- 
ever, that  he  fliould  do  it,  he,  like  thofc  who 
have  had  their  epitaphs  written  before  they  died, 
ordered  the  following  infcription,    compofed 
by  the  mmifter  of  the  parifh,  to  be  cut  upon  a 
broad  Hone  above  one  of  the  lower '  windows, 
where  it  ftiU  remains  to  celebrate  what  was  not 
'dooe,  and  to  fcrve.as  a  memento  of  the  under^ 
-cainty  of  lift,  and  the  prefumption  of  man  t    '^ 
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Joannes  Macleod  Beganoduni  Dominua 
'genU3  fuas  Philar^dius  Durinefise  HaraiasVa^ 
tefne(ke,:&c.  Baro  D.PloreeMacdonald  matrix 
:030niali  Yinculo  conjugatus  turrem  hanc  Be^ 
gadoQuncnfeni  proavonim  habitaculum  long* 

vctuftiffiAiuru 
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vetuftilTimum  diu    peaitus  iafe^b^tmn  Anti» 
serflB  vulgaris  MDCLXXXVI  inftaurwtu 

"  Qaem  ttabilire  jttvat  proavorum  tefta  ve?tafta, 
**  Omne  ibehu  fvgiat,  jufdtiamqoe  cdat. 
^*  Vertit  in  aerias  torreg  magalia  vkriusit 
^*  Inaue  Cdias  hamiles  te&a  fujperba  nei^s."- . 

M*Lcod  and  Talifher  accrompanierf  us.  We 
paflfed  bj  the  parifli  church  of  Durinijb.  Th« 
church-yard  ia  not  enclofed,  but  a  pretty  mur- 
muring brook  runs  along  one  fide  of  It. 
In  it  is  2  pyramid  crefted  to  the  memory  of 
Thomas  Lord  Lovat,  by  his  fon  Lord  Smnon, 
"who  fuflPercd  on  Towcr-hill.  It  is  of  frce-ftont, 
and,  I  foppefej  about  thirty  feet  high/  There 
is  an  infcription  on  a  piece  of  white  marble 
infcrtcd  in  k,  which  I'  ftifpefl:  to  have  been  the 
comppfition  of  LordLovat  himielf,  being  much 

in  hi*  pompous  ftyle : 

•  * 

^^  Tlus  pyramid  waft  crocked  hf  SiMotf 
JuORP  FliAa^R  of  LavAT,  in  honour  cif *  Lord 
TmoMAfi.htsr.Sather,  a  Peer  of  .Scotland^  and 
Chiof  of  tbC'  greait  and  ancient  Clan  of  the 
Frasers.  Being  attacked  for  his  birthright 
by  the  fitnitl}?  of .  Atholl/ then  in  power  and 
favour  with  KiKG.  William,  yet,  by  the  valoor 
aad  fidelity  of^his  chio,  and  the  afflftance  of  the 
CampbejCla,  the  old  fiiends  8iid  attics' ^^^  Ms 
ii^F^ilyi  Mii^imded.  bifi^fadn  witk  fti^li 

g^f  atiu^  Md  fermety  of  foul»  and  fuch  valour 

and 


\  t  287  3 

i|nd  aAivicy,  that  he  was  an  honoitf:  to  hk 
name^  aa4  a  gOQd  pattern  to  ali  brave  Chiefii 
of  clans.  He  di^d  in  the  month  of  May,  1699^ 
in  the  63d  yeac  of  his  age,  in  Dunyegan, 
the  houfe  of  die  Laisld  of  Mag  Lbod,  who& 
lifter,  he  had  married  $  by  whom  he  had  the 
above  Simon  Lord  F&as£A,  and  federal  other 
children.  And,  for  the  great  love  he  bore  to 
the  family  of  Mac  Leod,  he  defired  cq  hm 
buried  near  his  wife's  relations/  in  the  place 
where  two  of  her  uncles  lay^  And  his  fon. 
Lord  Simok,  to  (hew  to  poilerity  his  greac 
9ffe£tion  fpr  his  Mother's  kindred^  the  brave 
Mac  Leods,  choofes  rather  to  lea^r^  bis  fiather^s 
bpnes  with  them,  than  carry  them  tohiaowa 
b4jrial-plai:^>  near  Lov^t.'* 

I  have  prefprved  this  infc:ription>  though  o£ 
no  great  value^  thjnl^fng  it  charadertftical  of  a 
rpan  who  has.  nnade  fpnic  noife  in  the  world«l 
Dr.  Johnfon ,  faid,  it .  wa^  poor  ftuff^  fuch  a&' 
Lord  Lovat's  butler  might  h^vo  written. 

I  obferved,  in  this  church-yard,  a  parcel  of 
people  afiiembled  at  a  funeral,  before  the  grave 
was  dug.  The  coffin^  with  tfee  corpfe  i^  iij^. 
w^  placed  oin  the.  ground,  while  the  pei^sle 
^Cf  rnately  afTiftcd  in  making  a  grave,  pne^ 
r{i%pj  at  a  little  diftance,  was  bufy  cutting  a^ 
Igng^  tuirf  for  it,  with  the  croojaed  fpade  whiclk 
is,  Mfed  in.  Sky  &   a  v^ery  auk  ward  inftrunneot. 

The 


The  iron  part  of  it  is  like  a  plow-coulter.  If 
has  a  rude  tree  for  a  handle,  in  which  a  wooden 
pin  is  placed  for  the  foot  to  prefs  upon.  A 
traveller  might,  without  farther  inquiry,  have 
fet  this  down  as  the  mode  of  burying  in  Sky. 
1  was  told;  however,  that  theufual  way  is  to 
have  a  gmvc  prcvioufly  dug. 
'  I  obferved  to-day,  that  the  common  way  of 
Ciu*rying'hi5me  their  grain  here  is  in  loads  on 
horfeback.  They  have  alfo  a  few  fleds,  or 
cars,  as  we  call  them  in  Ayrfhire,  clumfily 
made,  and  rarely  ufed. 

'  We  got  to  Ulinifh  about  fix  o'clock,  and 
found  a  very  good  farm-houfe  of  two  ftories. 
Mr.  M<Leod  of  Ulinifli,  the  fhcrifF-fubftitute 
of  the  ifland,  was  a  plain  honeft  gentleman,  a 
good  deal  like  an  Englifh  juftice  of  peace ;  not 
much  given  to  talk,  but  fufficently  fagacious, 
and  fomewhat  droll.  His  daughter,  though 
flie  was  never  out  of  Sky,  was  a  very  well-bred 
woman.—- Our  reverend  friend,  Mr,  Donald 
McQueen,  kept  his  appointment,  and  met  us 
here. 

'  Talking  of  Phipps's  voyage  to  the  Nordi 
Pble,Dr. Johnfon  obferved,  that  it"  was  conjec- 
tured that  Dur  former  navigators  have  kept  too' 
Be:ar^land,  and  fo  have  found  the  fea  frozen  far' 
oorth,  becaufe  the  land  hinders  the  free  motion 
of  the  tide ;  but,  in  the  wide  ocean,  where  the 
waves  tumble  at  their  full- convenience, -it- is- 
iniagincd  that  the  froft  docs  noc  take  efFcft.*' 

Wednefday^ 
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IVednefday,  ^id September^ 

In  the  morning  I  walked  out,  and  faw  a 
lliip,  the  Margaret  of  Clyde,  pafs  by  with  a 
number  of  emigrants  on  board.  It  was  a  me- 
lancholy fight. — After  breakfaft,  we  w€nt  to  fee 
what  was  called  a  fubterraneous  houfe,  about  a 
ihort  mile  offl  It  was  upon  the  fide  of  a  rifing- 
ground.  It  was  difcovered  by  a  fox's  having 
taken  up  his  abode  in  it,  and  in  chacing  himi> 
they  dug  into  it.  It  was  very  narrow  and  low, 
and  feemcd  about  forty  feet  in  length.  Near 
it,  we  found  the  foundations  of  feveral  fmall 
huts,  built  of  fl:one. — ^Mr.  McQueen,  who  is 
always  for  making  every  thing  as  ancient  as 
pofliible,  boafted  that  it  was  the  dwelling  of 
fome  of  the  firft  inhabitants  of  the  iflandi  and 
obferved,  what  a  curiofity  it  was  to  find  hpre  a 
ipecimen  of  the  houfes  of  the  ylborigineSy  which 
he  believed  could  be  found  no  where  elfe ;  and 
it  was  plain  that  they  lived  without  fire,— -Dr* 
Johnfon  remarked,  that  they  who  made  this 

were  not  in  the  rudeft  fi:ates    for  that  it  was 

•    

more  difficult  to  make/V  than  to  build  a  houfe; 
therefore  certainly  thofe  who  made  it  were  in 
poflTeflion  of  houfes,  and  had  this  only  as  a 
hiding-place.— It  appeared  to  me,  that  the 
veftiges  of  houfes,  jufl:  by  it,  confirmed  Dr* 
Johnfon's  opinion, 

U  From 
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From  ah  old  tower^  near  this  piace^  is  an 
extenfive  view  of  Loch-Braccadil^  and^  at  a 
diftancej  of  the  ifles  of  fiarra  and  South  Uift ; 
md  on  the  land-fidey  the  Cuiliin,  a  prodigious 
J^nge  of  mountains^  capped  with  rocky  pin- 
Iraclei  in  a  ftrange  yariety  of  Ihapcs.  They 
refemble  the  mountains  near  Cort£  in  Corfica, 
of  which  there  is  a  very  good  print.  They  make 
part  of  a  great  range  for  deer^  which,  though 
Entirely  devoid  of  ttecs,  is  in  thefe  countries 
called  zfwefti 

In  the  afternoon,  UliniHi  carried  us  in  his 
boat  to^  an  ifland  pofiefied  by  him>  where  we 
faw  an  immenfe  cave,  much  more  deferving 
the  title  of  antrum  immane  than  that  of  the  Sybil 
defcribed  by  Virgil,  which  I  likewifc  have 
rifited.    It  is  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  long, 

'  about  thirty  feet  broad^  and  at  leaft  thirty  feet 
high.  This  cave,  we  were  told,  hadaremark* 
tUe  echo  5  but  we  found  none.  They  faid  it 
was  owing  to  the  great  rains  having  made  it 
damp.  Such  are  the  excufes  by  which  the 
«xaggenuion  of  Highland  narratives  is  pal- 
liared«----There  is  aptentifbl  garden  at  Ulinifh» 
(a  great  rarity  in  Sky)  and  fcvenil  trees ;  and 
near  the  houfe  is  a  hill,  which  has  an  Erie 
name,  fignifying  "  Hu  kill  ofjtrife,'*    where, 

.  Mr.  McQueen  informed  us»  juftice  wa3  of  old 
fldminiftered.  \  It  is  fike  the  mdns  placiii  of 

-  Scone,  or  thofe  hills  which  are  called  Isws^  &ch 

as 
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as  KcUy  laWj  Nqrth-Bcrwick  law,  apd  fevcral 
others.     It  is  fingulaf  that  this  fpot  flxauld 
happen  now  to  be  the  fhcrifPs  rcfidencc. 

Wc  had  a  very  cheerful  evenings  and  Dr* 
Johofon  talked  a  good  deal  on  the  fubje^  of 
literature:-T-Speaking  of  the  noble  family,  of 
Boyle^  he.  fi^id^  that  all  th?  Lord  Orrery s,  tili 
the  prefent,  had  been  'writers.  The  firft  wrote 
fcveral  plays ;  the  fecond  was  BentUy's  anna- 
gonift  ;  the  third  wrQtqth^  Life  of  Swifc^  mf^ 
feveraJi  other  things^  \^is  ion  ^arniltqn  wn^ 
fome  papers  in  the  yiJvfifl^^^  and  World.  Vj^ 
told  usj  he  wa^  well  atqu^nted  wlt;h  Swifc'$ 
Lord  Orrery.  He  faid^  he  W4%a  feeble-minded 
man ;  that,  on  the.  pul?Iicaiioa  flf*  Pi^.  I?Qrv 
]any'^.R£marh  ^n  his  book,  he  w^^;  fp,  mucli^ 
alamned  th^t  he. was  afrakl  to  read  them.  Dr.. 
Johnfon  cottiforted  hin^  by  telling'  him  tj^ej^ 
were  both  in  the  right;  that  I?elany  ha4,  fisea 
mod  of  the  good  fide  of  Swift, — l^^  Qrwqfj^ 
moft  of  the  bad. — M'Leod  a(ked,  if  \t  wais  \^i 
wrong  in  Orrery  to  expofc  .^he  defe,(!l;s  of  a  mari 
with  whom  he  lived  in  intioucy. — 7«&J^^.**  Why 
no,  fir>  after  the  man  is  de^d  i  for  then  k  is  dooe 
hiftorically."  He  added,  '^  If  Lord  Orf  efy  ha4 
been  rich>  he  would  have  l?een  a  very  Hbcral  pa- 
tron. His  converfation  was  like  his  writings,  i^stf 
and  elegant,,  but  without  ftreng^h.  He  graifped 
at  more  than  his  abilities  could  r^ach  j.  .tried 
to  pafs  for  a  better  talker,  a  better  ^iter,  and 

U  2  a  better 
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a  better  thinker,  than  he  was.  There  was  m 
Quarrel  between  him  and  his  father,  in  which 
nis  father  was  to  blame  i  becaufe  it  arofe  from 
the  fon's  not  allowing  his  wife  to  keep  company 
with  his  father's  miftrcfs.  The  old  lord  fhewed 
his  refentment  in  his  will, — leaving  his  library 
from  his  fon,  and  aligning,  as  his  reafon,  that 
he  could  not  make  ufe  of  it/' 

1  mentioned  the  affeAation  of  Orrery,  in 

ending  all  his  letters  on  the  Life  of  Swift  in 

ftudied  varieties  of  phrafe,  and  never  in  the 

-common  mode  of  •'  lam,  &c/*  an  obfervation 

which  I  remember  to  have  been  made  feveral 

years  ago  by  old  Mr.  Sheridan.     This  fpecies 

of  aifeftation  in  writing,  as  a  foreign  lady  of 

diftinguiflied  talents  once  remarked  to  me,  is 

almoft  peculiar  to  the  Englifh.    I  took  up  a 

volume  of  Dryden,    containing  the  Qmquefi 

€f  Granada^  ^and  feveral  other  plays,  of  which 

all  the  dedications  had  fuch  ftudied  conclufions, 

X)r.  Johnfon  faid,  fuch  conclufions  were  more 

elegant,  and,  in  addrelTing  perfons  of  high  rank, 

(as  when  Dryden  dedicated  to  the  Duke  of 

York,)  they  were  like  wife  more  refpedful.    I 

agreed  that  there  it  was  much  better :  it  was 

making  his  efcape  from  the  Royal  prelence 

with  a  genteel  fudden  timidity,  in  place  of 

having  the  refolution  to  ftand  ftillj  and  niakc  a 

formal  bow« 

I.  Lord 


Lord  Orrery's  unkind  treatment  of  his  foil 
in  his  will,  led  us  to  talk  of  the  difpofitiqns  a 
man  fhould  have  when  dying.  I  faid,  I  did 
not  fee  why  a  man  fliould  ad  differently  with 
refpedt  to  thofe  of  whom  he  thought  ill  when  ia 
health,  merely  becaufc  he  was  dying* — Jchnjonm 
^^  I  fhould  not  fcruple  to  fpeak  againfl  a  party^ 
when  dying ;  but  fhould  not  do  it  againft  ati 
individual. — It  is  told  of  Sixtus  Quintus,  that 
on  his  death- bed,  in  the  intervals  of  his  laft 
pangs,  he  figned  death-warrants."  --^  Mr* 
McQueen  faid,  he  fhould  not  do  fo :  he  would 
have  more  tendemefs  of  heart. — Johnjon.  **  I 
believe  I  fhould  not  either;  but  Mr.  McQueen 
and  I  are  cowards.  It  would  not  be  from  ten-* 
dernefs  of  heart ;  for  the  heart  is  as  tender 
when  a  man  is  in  health  as  when  fick,  though 
his  refolution  may  be  flrongen  Sixtus  Quintua 
was  a  fovereign  as  well  as  a  prieftj  and,  if  the 
criminals  defer ved  death,  he  was  doing  his  duty 
to  the  lafl.  You  would  ooc  think  a  judge  died 
ill,  who  fhould  be  earned  off  by  ao  apople&ick 
fit  while  pronouncing  f^ntence  of  death.  Con« 
fider  a  clafs  of  men  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  di* 
ftribute  death  :«-a-foldiers,  who  die  fcattering 
bullets. — Nobody  thinks  they  die  ill  on  that 


account/' 


Talking  of  Biography^  he  faid,  he  did  oo£ 
'think  that  the  life  of  any  literary  nun  in  £ng- 

laad  had  been  well  written.    3cfide  the  com* 
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mon  iricid^nts  of  life,  it  Ihotild  tdl  us  his 
ftudies,  his  mode  of  Imng,  the  nieans  hf 
Vhick  he  attained  to  e^ceUdnce,  and  his  opinion 
of  his  own  works.  He  told  us,  lie  had  fent. 
Derrick  to  Oryden's  relations,  to  gather  mate- 
rials for  his  Life  ;  and  he  believed  Derrick  hajl 
got  .all  that  he  himfelf  fbduld  havc^oti  but  it 
was  nothing.  He  added,  he  had  a  kindnefs  for 
Derrick,  and  was  forry  he  was  dead. 

His  notion  as  to  the  poems  publilhed  by 
Mr.  M'Pherfon,  as  the  works  of  Offian,  was 
not  flraken  here.  Mr.  M^Qiieen  always  evaded 
the  point  of  authenticity,  faying  only  that  Mr. 
M^Pherfon's  .pieces  fell  far  ftiort  of  thofc  he 
Jcnew  in  "Erfe,  which  were  faid  to  be  OflSan's, 
''^y^ht/sttf  "  I  hope  they  do,  I  am  not  dif- 
putin^  that  you  may  have  ipoetry  of  great 
merit's  but  that  M^Fherfon's  is  not  a  tranfla- 
tion  from  ancieht  poetry.  You  do  not  believe 
it,  Ifay  before  you,  you  do  not  believe  it, 
though  you  are  very  willing  that  the  wbrld 
fliodld  believe  it."— Mr.  McQueen  made  no 
-anlwer  to  this.  •»-  Dr.  Johrifon  proceeded  "  I 
look  upon  M*"Pherfon's  Fingal  to  be  as  grofs  an 
irripofition  asrever  the  world  was  troubled  with. 
Had  fit  bcen-rcally  an  ancient  work,  a  true  Ipc- 
cimen  how  men  thought  at  that  time,  it  would 
have  been  a  iciiridfity  of  the  firft  rate.  As  a 
modern  produftion,  it  is  nothing. "n^He  laid, 
'he  could  never  get.thc  meaning  of  an  Eife  fong 

explained 
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explained  to  him.  They  told  him,  th  ^chonis 
^as  generally  unmeaning.  **  I  take  it,  faid  he, 
they  are  like  a  fong  which  I  remember:  it  was 
compofed  in  Queen  Elizabeth's  time^  on  the 
Earl«of  Eflex  j  and  the  burthen  was 

"  Rad&ratoo^  radarate,  radara  tadara  tandore.^ 

*'  But  furcly,  faid  Mr.  McQueen,  there  wcrt 
words  to  it,  which  had  meaning."-— 7^Z^»> 
«  Why  yes,  fir  i  I  recoUeQ:  a  ftanza,  and  you 
^all  have  it : 

"  O !  then  befpoke  the  prentices  all, 

'^  Living  in  London^  both  proper  and  tall, 

"  For  Eilex's  fake  they  would  fight  all. 

f*  RadaratoOy  radarate,  radara,  tadara,  tandore.*  *^ 

When  Mr.  M'Queen  began  again  to  cxpa- 
4:iate  on  the  beauty  of  Oflian^s  poetry.  Dr. 
Johnfon  entered  into  no  further  controverfy^ 
but,  with  a  pleafant  fmile,  only  cried,  "  Aye, 
.^ye  ',  Radaratco  radarate.'' 

*  This  drpll  quotation,  I  have  fince  found,  was  from  a 
ibng  in  honour  of  the  Earl  of  Effex,  called  "  Siuign  EltzMm 
Jbetfj  CbamfdoHy^  which  is  preferved  in  a  collection  of  Old 
Ballads,  in  three  volumes,*  publifbcd  in  London  in  different 
years,  between  i  ^^o  and  1730.    The  full  wfc  is  as  follows  S 

."  Oh  I  then  befpoke  the  prentices  all, 
•*  Living  in  London^  both  proper  and  tail, 
•*  In  a  kind  letter  fent  ftrait  to  the  Queen, 
^<  For  Eflex's.fake  they  would  fight  all., 

«  Raderer  two,  tapdaro  te, 
ii«  Raderer,  taadorer,  un  d^  re« 
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Tburfday^  ^;^d  Septtmber. 
I  took  Fingal  down  to  the  parlour  in  the 
morning,  and  tried  a  tcft  propofed  by  Mr.  Ro- 
derickM'Leod,  fon  toUlinifh,  Mr,  McQueen 
had  faid  he  had  fome  of  the  potva  in  the  origi- 
ns!.  I  dcfired  him  to  mention  any  paflage  in 
the  printed  book,  of  which  he  could  repeat  the 
original.  He  pointed  out  one  in  page  50  of 
the  quarto  edition,  and  read  the  Erfe,  while 
Mr.  Roderick  M'Leod  and  I  looked  on  the 
Englifh ; — aiid  Mr.  M'Leod  faid,  that  it  was 
pretty  like  what  Mr.  McQueen  had  recited. 
*  But  when  Mr.  McQueen  read  a  defcription  of 
Ciichullin'3  fword  in  Erfe,  tpgether  with  a 
tr^nflatipn  of  ic  in  Engllfti  verfe,  by  Sir  James 
Poulis,  Mr.  M*^cod  faid,  that  was  much  likcr 
than  Mr.  M'Pherfon's  tranflation  of  the  former 
paflage.  Mr.  McQueen  then  repeated  in  Erfe 
a  defcription  of  one  of  the  horfes  in  Cuchullin's 
car.  Mr.  M'Leod  faid,  Mr.  M^Pherfon's  Eng- 
lifh was  nothing  like  it, 
,  When  Dr.  Johnfon  came  down,  I  told  him 
that  I  had  now  obtained  fome  evidence  con- 
cerning Fingal  j  for  that  Mr.  M'Queen  had 
repeated  a  paflage  in  the  original  Erfe,  which 
Mr.  M'Pherfon's  tranflation  was  pretty  like; 
^d  reminded  him,  that  he  himfelf  had  once 
faid,  he  did  not  require  Mr,  M*Pherfon*s 
Oflia5  to  be  likcr  ?hc  original  than  Pope's 

Homer, 
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Jlomer. ^^Jobnfim.  ^'Wcll,  fir,  this  is  juft 
what  I  always  maintained^  He  has  found 
names,  and  ftories,  and  phrafes^  nay  paflTages 
in  old  fongs,  and  with  them  Has  blended  his 
own  compofitions,  and  fo  made  what  he  gives 
to  the  world  as  the  tranilation  of  an  ancienc 
poem."— If  this  was  the  cafe,  I  obferved^  it 
was  wrong  to  publifh  it  as  a  poem  in  fix  books* 
y^ohnfon.  "  Yes,  fir ;  and  to  afcribe  it  to  a 
time  too  when  the  Highlanders  knew  nothing 
oi  books y  and  nothing  of  fix  i-^^-xiT  perhaps  were 
got  the  length  of  counting  fix.  We  have  been 
told,  by  Condamine,  of  a  nation  that  could 
count  no  more  than  four.  This  fliould  be  told 
to  Monboddo ;  it  would  help  him.  There  is 
as  much  charity  in  helping  a  man  down*hiU  as 
in  helping  him  up-hill."— fi^rf/.  **  I  don't 
think  there  is  as  much  charity." — Johnjon. 
*'  Yes,  fir,  if  his  tendencf  be  downwards.  *Till 
he  is  at  the  bottom,  he  flounders  j  get  him 
once  there,  and  he  is  quiet.  Swift  tells,  that 
Stella  had  a 'trick,  which  fiie  learnt  from 
Addifon,  of  encouraging  a  man  in  abfurdity, 
inflead  of  endeavouring  to  extricate  him." 

Mr.  M*Queen*s  anfwers  to  the  inquiries  con- 
cerning Oflian  were  fo  unfatisfac^tory,  that  I 
could  not  help  obferving,  that,  werf  he  examined 
in  a  court  of  juftice,  he  wouki  find  himfelf  un« 
4cr  a  neceffity  of  being  more  explicit. — John/on. 
*^  Sir,  he  has  told  Blair  a  little  too  much, 
which  is  publifiied  i  and  he  (ticks  to  it.    H^ 


is  fo  much  at  the  head  of  things  here>  that 
ke  has  never  been  accuftomed  to  be  cloielf 
^amined ;  and  ib  he  goes  on  quite  fmoothly/* 
'^Bo/well,  "  He  has  never  had  any  body  ta 
work  \i\m*''^Jclmfon.  ^*  No,  fir;  and  a  man 
is  ieldom  diipofed  to  work  faimfelf ;  though  he 
ought  to  work  himfelf,  to  be  furc/* — Mr| 
McQueen  made  no  reply*. 

Having  talked  of  the  flri£lnefs  with  which, 
witnefles  are  examined  in  courts  of  juftice^  Dr# 
Johnfon  told  us^  that  Garrick^  though  ac« 
cuftomed  to  face  multitudes,  when  produced 
as  a  witnefs  in  Weftminfter-halU  was  fo  difp 
concerted  by  a  new  mode  of  publick  appeafv* 
ance,  that  he  ca^ld  not  underlland  what  was 
aflced.  It  was  acaufe  where  an  aft^r  claintied  a 
free  benefit  i  that  is  to  fay,  a  benefit  without 
paying  the  expcnce  of  the  houfc;  but  the 
meatiing  of  the  term  was  difputed.  Garrick 
was  alkcd,  **  Sir,  have  you  a  free  benefit  ?  "— ^ 
^'  Yes." — "  Upon  .what  terms  have  you  it  ?"— 
*' Upon— the  terms — ^of — a  free  benefit/' — ^He 
was  difmiflcd  as  one  from  whom  no  information 
could  be  obtained.— Dr.  Johnfon  is  often  too 
hard  on  our  friend  Mr.  Garrick.  When  I 
alkcd  him,  why  he  did  not  mention  him  in  the 
Preface  tohisShakfpcare,  he  faid,  "Garrick  has 

been 

•  I  think  it  but  juflice  to  fay,  that  I  believe  Dr.  Johnfon 
*fneant  to  afcrlbc  Mr.  M'Qucen's  condu£l  to  inacout-acy  and 
jenthufijifoij  smd  did  09t  mean  aoy  fevere  imputation  agait^ 
kim* 
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been  liberally  paid  for  any  thing  he  has  done 
for  Shakfpeare.  .  If  I  fhould  praifc  him,  I 
Ihould  much  more  praife  the  nation  who  paid 
him.  He  has  not  made  Shakfpeare  better 
known.  He  cannot  illuftrate  Shakfpeare.  ^  So 
I  have  reafons  enough  againft  mentioning  him^ 
were  reafons  neccffary.  There  fhould  be  rea- 
fons/^r  it."— J  fpoke  of  Mrs.  Montague's  very 
high  praifes  of  Gafrick. — Johnjon..  ^^  Sir,  it  is 
fit  Ihe  fhould  fay  fo  much,  and  1  fhould  fay 
nothing,  Reynolds  is  fond  of  her  book,  and  I 
wonder  at  it;  for  neither  I,  nor  Beauclerk, 
nor  Mrs.  Thrale,  could  get  through  it." 

Laft  night  Dr.  Johnfon  gave  us  an  account 
of  the  whole  procefs  of  tanning,— and  of  the 
nature  of  mil}c,  and  the  various  operations  upott 
it,  as  making  whey^  &c.  His  variety  of  in- 
formation is  furprifing ;  and  it  gives  one  muck 
fatisfadtion  to  find  fuch  a  man  bellowing  his 
attention  on  the  ufeful  arts  of  life.  Ulinilh 
was  nfiuch  flruck  with  his  knowledge;  and, 
faid,  "  He  is  a  great  orator,  fir:  it  is 
mufick  to  hear  this  man  fpeak." — ^A  flrangc 
thought  ftruck  me,  to  try  if  he  knew  any  thing 
of  an  art,  or  whatever  it  fhould  be  called, 
which  is  no  doubt  very  ufeful  in  life,  but  which 
lies  faroutof  the  way  of  a  philofophcr  and  poet; 
1  mean  the  trade  of  a  butcher.  I  enticed  him 
into  the  fubjeft,  by  connecting  it  with  the  va- 
rious refearches  into  the  manners  and  cuftoms 

of 
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of  uncivilized  nations,  that  have  been  made  by 
our  late  navigators  to  the  South  Seas.— I  began 
with  obferving,  that  Mr.  (now  Sir  Jofcph) 
Banks  tells  us,  that  the  art  of  flaughtering  ani- 
mals was  not  known  in  Otahcite ,  for,  inftead 
of  bleeding  to  death  their  dogs,  (a  common 
food  with  them,)  they  ftrangle  them.  This  he 
told  me  himfelf  J  and  I  fuppofed  that  their 
hogs  were  killed  in  the  fame  way.  Dr.  John- 
fon  faid,  '^  This  muft  be  owing  to  their  not 
having  knives,— though  they  have  (harp  ftones 
with  which  they  can  cut  a  carcafe  in  pieces 
tolerably."  By  degrees,  he  fhewed  that  he  knew 
Ibmething  even  of  butchery.  "  Different  ani- 
mals (faid  he)  are  killed  differently.  An  ox  is 
knocked  down,  and  a  calf  dunned ;  but  a 
fheep  has  its  throat  cut,  without  any  thing  being 
done  to  ftupify  it.  The  butchers  have  no  view  to 
the  eafe  of  the  animals,  but  only  to  make  them 
quiet,  for  their  own  fafety  and  convenience. 
A  (beep  can  give  them  little  trouble, — Hales 
is  of  opinion,  that  every  animal  fhould  be 
blooded,  without  having  any  blow  given  to  it, 
becaufe  it  bleeds .  better."  —  Bo/well.  *^  That 
would  be  crutV^^Jobn/on.  "  No,  fir ;  there 
is  not  much  p^in,  if  the  jugular  vein  be  pro- 
perly cut.'*---Purfuing  the  fubjeft^  he  faid, 
the  kennels  of  Southwark  ran  with  blood  two 
or  three  days  in  the  week ;  that  he  was  afraid 
there  were  flaughter-houfes  in  more  ftreets  in 

liondon 
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Landon  than  one  fuppofes ;  ((peaking  with  a 
kind  of  horrour  of  butchering ;)  and,  yet  he 
added,  *'  Any  of  us  would  kill  a  cow,  rattier 
than  not  have  beef/' — I  faid,  we  'could  not,-— 
*'  Yes,  faid  he,  any  one  may.  The  bufinefs  of 
a  butcher  is  a  trade  indeed,  that  is  to  fay^ 
there  is  an  apprenticefliip  ferved  to  it  i  but  it 
may  be  learnt  in  a  month/* 

I  mentioned  a  club  in  London,  at  the  Boar's 
Head  in  Eaftcheap,  the  very  tavern  where 
Falftaff*  and  his  joyous  companions  met ;  the 
members  of  which  all  aflfume  Shakfpeare's 
charafters.  One  is  FalftafF,  another  Prince 
Henry,  another  Bardolph,  and  fo  on.  Jobnfon. 
*•  Don't  be  of  it,  fir.  Now  that  you  have  a 
name,  you  muft  be  careful  to  avoid  many- 
things,  not  bad  in  themfelves,  but  which  will 
leflen  your  charafter*.  This  every  man  who 
has  a  name  mud  obferve.  A  man  who  is  not 
publickly  known  may  live  in  London  as  he 
pleafes,  without  any  notice  being  taken  of  him  y 
but  it  is  wonderful  how  a  perfon  of  any  confe- 
quence  is  watched.  There  was  a  member  of 
parliament,  who  wanted  to  prepare  himfelf  to 
(peak  on  a  queftion  that  was  to  come  on  in  the 
Houfe  i  and  he  gpd  I  were  to  talk  it  over  toge« 

ther» 

*  I  do  not  fee  why  I  might  not  have  been  of  this  club  with- 
ootleifening  my  charaf^er.  But  Dr.  Jobnlbn^s  caution  againft 
fupi)o(ing  one's  fclf  concealed  in  London^  may  be  very  ufeful 
to  prevent  fume  people  from  doing  many  things^  not  only 
fooiilhi  but  crimina],, 
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ther.  He  did  not  wifli  it  fhould  be  known 
that  he  talked  with  me ;  fb  he  would  not  let 
me  come  to  his  houfe,  but  came  to  mine. 
Some  time  after  he  had  made  his  fpeech  in  the 
houfe,  Mrs.  Cholmondeley,  a  very  airy  lady, 
told  me,  •  Well,  you  could  make  nothing  of 
*  him  l '  naitiing  the  gentleman  ;  which  was  a 
proof  that  he  was  watched.-— I  had  once  fome 
bufinefi  to  do  for  government,  and  I  went  to 
Ix)rd  North's.  Precaution  was  taken  that  it 
fliould  not  be  known.  It  was  dark  before  I 
went ;  yet  a  few  days  after  I  was  told,  *  Well, 
*'jou  have  been  with  Lord  North.'  That  the 
door  of  the  prime  miniftcr  Ihould  be  watched, 
is  notftrangci  but  that  a  member  of  parlia- 
ment Ihould  be  watched,  or  that  my  door 
fiiould  be  watched,  is  wonderful." 

We  fct  out  this  morning,  on  our  way  to 
Talifker,  in  Ulinifh's  boat,  having  taken  leave 
of  him  and  his  family.  Mr.  Donald  McQueen 
ftill  favoured  us  with  his  company,  for  which 
we  were  much  obliged  to  him.  As  we  failed 
along,  IJ)r.  Johnfon  got  into  one  of  his  fits  of 
railing  at  the  Scots.  He  owned,  that  they  had 
been  a  very  learned  nation  for  a  hundred  years, 
from  about  1550  to  about  16 go;  but  that  they 
afforded  the\)nly  inftance  of  a  people  among 
whom  the  arts  of  civil  life  did  not  advance  in  pro- 
portion with  learning ;  that  they  had  hardly  any 
trade,  any  money,  or  any  elegance,  before  th« 
5  Union  I 
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Union  5  that  it  was  ftrange  that,  with  alldiQ 
advantages  poiTeffed  by  other  nations,  tliey  had 
not  any  of  thofe  conveniencies  and  embelliih* 
ments  which  arc  the  fruit  of  indoftry,  till  they 
came  in  contaft  with  a  civilized  people.  ^  Wc 
have  taught  you,  faid  he  j  and  we'll  do.  the 
fame  in  time  to  all  barbarous  nations,— tb  the 
Cherpkees, — and  at  laft  totheOuran-Outanrgs;*^ 
laughing  with  as  much  glee  a  if  Monbbddo 
had  been  prcfcnt. — Bo/utelL  "  We  had  wine 
before  the  Union." — Johnfon.  **  No,  fir;  "yoia 
had  fome  weak  ftuff,  the  refufe  of  France, 
which  would  not  make  you  drunk. "*--5^^/t 
**  I  aflure  you,  fir,  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
Arunk.cnntk.'^^^Jobn/on,  "No,  fir  i  there  were 
people  who  died  of  dropfies,  which  they  con-» 
trafted  in  trying  to  get  drunk." 

I  muft  here  glean  ibme  of  his  converfation  at 
Ulinifli,  which  I  have  omitted.  He  repeated 
his  remark,  that  a  man  in  a  ihip  was  worfe 
than  a  man  in  a  jail.  "  The  man  in  a  jail, 
faid  he,  has  more  room,  better  food,  and 
commonly  better  company,  and  is  in  fafety/* 
— "  Aye  J  but,  faid  Mr.  McQueen,  the  maa 
in  the  (hip  has  the  pleafing  hope  of  getting  to 
fliore."— 7^i^»/2w.  *'  Sir,  I  am  not  talking  of  a 
man's  getting  to  fliore ;  but  of  a  man  while  he 
is  in  a  fhip :  and  then,  I  fay,  he  is  worfe  than 
a  man  while  he  is  in  a  jail.  A  man  in  a  jail 
9uiy  have  the  ^^afmg  bofe '  of  getting  out.    A 
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jnan  confined  for  only  a  limited  time,  adualf/ 
has  it.** — M*Lcod  mentioned  His  fchemes  for 
carrying  on  fifheries  with  fpirit>  and  that  he 
vould  wiih  to  underftand  the  conftru&ion  of 
boats.  I  fuggeftcd  that  he  might  go  to  a  dock'* 
yard  and  work,  as  Peter  the  Great  did. — John- 
Jim.  "  Nay,  fir,  he  need  not  work.  Peter  the 
Great  had  not  the  fenfe  to  fee  that  the  mere 
mechanical  work  may  be  done  by  any  body, 
and  that  there  is  the  fame  art  in  conftru^ing  a 
vcflcl,  whether  the  boards  are  well  or  ill 
.wrought.  Sir  Chriftopher  Wren  might  as  well 
have  ferved  his  time  to  a  bricklayer,  and  firft, 
indeed,  to  a  brick-maker.** 

There  is  a  beautiful  little  ifland  in  the  Lioch 
of  Dunvegan,  called  Ifa*  M*Lcod  faid,  he 
would  give  it  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  on  condition  of 
his  redding  on  it  three  months  in  the  year; 
nay  one  month.  Dr.  Johnfon  was  highly 
amufcd  with  the  fancy.  I  have  feen  him  pleafe 
himfelf  with  little  things,  even  with  mere 
ideas  like  the  prefent.  He  talked  a  great  deal 
of  this  iflancji  i — ^how  he  would  build  a  houfc 
there, —  how  he  would  fortify  it, —  how  he 
would  have  cannon, — ^how  he  would  plant,-— 
how  he  would  fally  out,  and  take  the  ifle  of 
Muck ; — and  then  he  laughed  with  unconrimon 
glee,  and  could  hardly  leave  off.  I  have  feen 
him  do  fo  at  a  fmall  matter  that  ftruck  him, 
and  was  a  fport  to  no  one  elfc,    Mr.  Langton 
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told  me,  that  one  night  he  did  fo  while  the 
company  were  all  grave  about  him: — only 
Garrick,  in  his  fignificant  fmart  manner,  dart- 
ing his  eyes  around,  exclaimed,  "  ^^jocofc, 
to  be  fure!" — M*Leod  encouraged  the  fancy 
of  Dr.  Johnfon's  becoming  owner  of  an  ifland; 
told  him,  that  it  was  the  praftice  in  this 
country  to  name  every  man  by  his  lands ;  and 
begged  leave  to  drink  to  him  in  that  mode : 
«  IJkndlfa,  your  health !  '*— Ulinifh,  TaliOcer, 
Mr.  McQueen,  and  I,  all  joined  in  our  different 
manners,  while  Dn  Johnfon  bowed  to  each, 
with  much  good  humour. 

We  had  good  weather,  and  a  fine  fail  this 
day.  The  fhore  was  varied  with  hills,  and  rocks, 
and  corn-fields,  and  bulhes,  which  are  here  dig- 
nified with  the  name  of  natural  wood.  We 
landed  near  the  houfe  of  Ferneley,  a  farm  pof- 
fcfled  by  another  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
M'Leod,  who,  expefting  our  arrival,  was  wait- 
ing on  the  (here,  with  a  horfc  for  Dr.  Johnfon. 
The  reft  of  us  walked. — At  dinner,  I  exprellcd 
to  M*Leod  the  joy  which  I  had  in  feeing  him 
on  fuch  cordial  terms  with  his  clan.  *^  Go- 
vernment, faid  he,  has  deprived  us  of  our  an* 
cient  power ;  but  it  cannot  deprive  us  of  our 
domeflick  fatisfaftions.  I  would  rather  drink 
punch  in  one  of  their  houfes,  (meaning  the. 
houfes  of  his  people,-)  than  be  enabled,  by  their 
hardfliips,  •  to.havexlaret  in  my  own." — This 

X  fhould 


[  Jo6  1 

fhould  be  the  fentimcnt  of  eveiy  Chieftain^ 
All  that  he  can  get  by  raifing  his  rents^  is  more 
luxuty  in  his  own '  houfe.  Is  it  not  better  t^ 
ihare  the  profits  of  his  eilate^  to  a  certain  de* 
gree^  with  his  kinfmen^  and  thias  have  both 
fbcial  intercourfe  and  patriarchal  influence? 

We  had  a  very  good  ride,  for  about  three 
,  miles^  to  Talifkcr,  where  Colonel  M'Leod  in- 
troduced us  to  his  lady.  We  found  here  Mr* 
Donald  M'Lean^  the  young  Laird  of  Col, 
(nephew  to  Taliflcer,)  to  whom  I  delivered  the 
letter  with  which  I  had  been  favoured  by^his 
uncle,  ProfeflTor  M't^eod,  at  Aberdeen, .  Ho 
was  a  little  lively  young  man.  We  found  he 
had  been  a  good  deal  in  England,  ftudyiag 
farmings  and  was  refolved  to  improve  the  value 
of  his. father's  lands^  without  opprefllug  his 
tenants,  or  lofing  the  ancient  Highland  falhions. 

Talifker  is  a  better  plaCe  than  one  commonly 
finds  in  Sky.  It  is  fituated  in  a  rich  bottom. 
Befoi'e  it  is  a  wjde  expanfe  of  fea,  on  each  hand 
of  which  are  immenfe  rocks  *,  and,  at  fome 
diftance  in  the  fea,  there  are  three  columnal 
rocks  rifing  to  iharp  points.  The  billows 
break  with  prodigious  force  and  ^noife  en  the 
coaft  of  Talifker.  There  are  here  a  good  many 
well-grown  trees.  Taliflcer  is  an  extenfivc 
farm.  The  poflTeflbr  of  it  has,  for  fcveral  ge- 
nerations, been  the  next  heir  to  M'Leod^  aa 
there  has  been  but  one  foiv  always  in  that  fa« 
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milf.  The.  court  before  the  houfc  is  m6ft 
injudicioufly  pa\red  with  the  round  bluciih-grejr 
pebbles  which  are  found  upon  the  fea-lhore^ 
fo  that  you  walk  as  if  upon  cannon-balls  driven 
into  the  ground. 

After  fupper,  I  talked  of  the  affiduity  of  the 
Scottifh  clergy,  in  vifiting  and  privately  in- 
ftrufting  their  pariftiioners,  and  obferved  how 
much  in  this  they  excelled  the  Englifli  clergy. 
Dr.  Johnfon  would  not  let  this  pafs.  He  tried 
to  turn  it  off,  by  faying,  "  There  are  different 
ways  of  inftrufting.  Our  clergy  pray  and 
preach.'*— M^Leed  and  I  prcfled  the  fubjeft, 
upon  which  he  grew  warm,  and  broke  forth : 
*'  I  do  not  believe  your  people  are  better  in- 
ftrufted.  If  they  are,  it  is  the  blind  leading 
the  blind  5  for  your  clergy  are  not  inftrufted 
diemfclves.**  Thinking  he  ha,d  gone  a  little 
too  far,  he  checked  himfelf,  and  added,  <*  Whert 
I  talk  of  the  ignorance  of  your  clergy,  I  talk 
of  them  as  a  body  :  I  do  not  mean  that  there 
are  not  individuals  who  are  learned  (looking  at 
^F.  M*Quecn)i  I  fuppofe  there  are  fuch  a* 
mong  the  clergy  in  Mufcovy.  The  clergy  of 
England  have  produced  the  moft  valuable 
books  in  fupport  of  religion,  both  in  theory 
and  praftice.  What  have  your  clergy  done, 
fince  you  funk  into  prefbyterianifm  ?  Can  you 
name  one  book  of  any  value,  on  a  religious 
fubjcftj  written  by  them  ? "— Wc  were  filcnt.' 
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— ^M*ll  help  you.  Forbes  wrote  very  well  j 
but  I  believe  he  wrote  before  cpifcopacy  was 
quite  extinguifbed/' — ^And  then  paufing  a  lit- 
tle, he  faid,  *'  Yes,  you  have  Wifhart  against 
Repentance*." — Bojwell.  **  But,  fir,  we  are  not 
contending  for  the  fuperior  learning  of  our 
clergy,  but  for  their  fuperior  afliduity/' — He 
bore  us  down  again,  with  thundering  againft 
their  ignorance,  and  faid  to  nie,  "  I  fee  you 
have  not  been  well  taught ;  for,  you  have  not 
charity/' — He  had  been  in  fome  pneafure  forced 
into  this  warmth,  by  the  exulting  air  which  I 
affumed ;  for,  when  he  began,  he  faid,  "  Since 
you  will  driv-c  the  nail  1" — He  again  thought 
of  good  Mr.  McQueen,  and,  taking  hini  by 
the  hand,  faid,  "  Sir,  I  did  not  mean  any  difrc- 
Ijpedt  to  you/' 

Here  I  muft  obferve,  that  he  conquered  by 
deferting  his  ground,  and  not  meeting  the  ar- 
gument as  I  had  put  it.  The  affiduity  of  the 
Scottifh  clergy  is  certainly  greater  than  that  of 
the  tngliih.  His  taking  up  the  topick  of  their 
ftot  having  fo  much  learning,  was,  though  in- 
genious, yet  a  fallacy  in  logick.  It  was  as  if 
there  fliould  be  a  dilpute  whether  a  man's  hair 

is 

•  This  was  a  dexterous  mode  of  defcription,  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  his  argunient ;  for  what  he  alludtd  to  was,  a  Sermon 
publiflitd  by  the  learned  Dr.  William  Wiftiart,  formerly  prin- 
cipal of  the  coll«»i2:e  at  Edinburgh,  to  warn  men  ageinfl  con* 
.fidtng  in  a  dead  •*  ed  repentance^  of  the  inelficacy  of  which  ho 
enteruined  noiions  y^ry  difFeient  from  thofe  oi  Dr.  Johnfon* 
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h  well  drefled,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  fhould  fay, 
^^Sir,  his  hair  cannot  be  well  drefled;  for  he 
has  a  dirty  fhirt.  No  man  who  has  not  clean 
linen,  has  his  hair  well  drcfled/' — When  fomc 
days  afterwards  he  read  this  paflage,  he  faid, 
"  No,  fir  J  I  did  not  fay  that  a  man's  hair 
could  not  be  well  drefled  becaufe  he  has  not 
clean  linen,  but  becaufe  he  is  bald." 

He  ufed  one  argument  againft  the  Scottifh 
clergy  being  learned,  which  I  doubt  was  not 
good :  *'  As  we  believe  a  man  dead  till  we 
know  that  he  is  alive  j  fo  we  believe  men  ig-- 
norant  till  we  know  that  they  are  learned." 
Now  our  maxim  in  law  is,  to  prefumc  a  man 
alive,  till  we  know  he  is  dead.  However,  in- 
deed, it  may  be  anfwered,  that  we  muft  firfl: 
know  he  has  lived ;  and  that  we  have  never 
known  the  learning  of  the  Scottifh  clergy. 
Mr*  McQueen,  though  he  was  of  opinibn  that 
Dr.  Johnfon  had  deferted  the  point  really  in 
dilputc,  was  much  pleafed  with  what  he  faid, 
and  owned  to  me,  he  thought  it  very  juft ;  and 
Mrs.  M'Leod  was  fo  much  captivated  by  his 
eloquence,  that  (he  told  me  "  I  was  a  good 
advocate  for  a  bad  caufe." 
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Fridofy  24fb  September, 
This  was  a  good  day*  Dr.  Johnfon  told  US| 
$t  brcakfaft>  that  he  rode  harder  at  a  fox-chacc 
t)ian  any  body.  "  The  Englifli,  fi^id  he,  are 
the  only  nation  who  ride  hard  a-hunting.  .  A 
Frenchman  goes  out  upon  a  managed  horre> 
and  capers  in  the  field,  and  no  more  thinks  of 
leaping  a  hedge  than  of  mounting  a  breach. 
Lord  Powifcourt  laid  a  wager,  in  I^rance,  that 
he  would  ride  a  great  many  miles  in  a  oertsda 
Aort  time.  The  French  academicians  ibt  to 
work,  and  calculated  that,  from  the  refiftaBCC 
of  the  air,  it  was  impolfible.  His  lordlhip 
however  performed  it." 

Our  money  being  nearly  exhaufted,  w<;  fcnt 
a  bill  for  thirty  pounds,  drawn  on  Sir  William 
Forbes  and  Co.  to  Lqchbraccadale,  but  our 
meffenger  found  it  very  difficult  to  procure  ca(h 
for  it  J  at  length,  however,  he  got  us  value  from 
the  matter  of  a  vefTel  which  was  to  carry  away 
fome  emigrants.  There  is  a  great  fcarcity  of  fpc- 
cic  in  Sky.  Mr.  McQueen  faid,  he  had  the  utmoft 
difficulty  to  pay  his  fervants*  wages,  or  to  pay 
for  any  little  thing  which  he  has  to  buy.  The 
rents  are  paid  in  bills,  which  the  drovers  give. 
The  people  confume  a  vafl  deal  of  fnufF  and 
tobacco,  for  which  they  muft  pay  ready  moneys 
and  pedlars,  who  come  about  felling  goods,  as 
there  is  not  a  fhop  in  the  ifland,  carry  away  the 
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6ifh.  If  there  were  encouragement  given  to 
fifheries  and  nunufadures^  there  might  be  a 
circulation  of  money  introduced.  I  got  one* 
4nd-tWenty  (hillings  in  filver  at  Portree,  which 
was  thought  a  wonderful  ftore. 

Taliflcer,  Mn  M^Qjiicen,  and  I^  walked  out, 
and  looked  at  no  lefs  than  fifteen  diflferent 
water-falls  near  the  houfe,  in  the  fpace  of  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile.-  We  alfo  favf  CuchuUin's 
well,  faid  to  have  been  the  favourite  fpring  of 
that  ancient  hero.  I  drank  of  it.  The  water 
is  admirable.  On  the  Ihore  are  naany  ftone^ 
full  of  cryftallizations  in  the  i^eart.  , 

'  Though  our  obliging  friend,  Mr.  McLean, 
Was  but  the  young  laird,  he  h^d  the  title  of  Col 
conftantly  given  him.  After  dinner,  he  and  I 
walked  to  the  top  of  Priefhwell,  a  very  higlj 
rocky  hill,  from  whence  there  is  a  view  of 
Barra,— the  Long  Ifland,— ^Bernera, — the  Loch 
of  Dunvegaiij-^part  of  Rum, — part  qf  Rafay, 
and  a  vaft  deal  of  the  Ifle  of  Sky.  Col,  though 
he  had  come  into  Sky  with  intention  to  be  at 
Dunvegan,  and  pafs  a  confiderable  time  in  the 
ifland,  mod  politely  refolyed  firft  to  conduct  us 
to  Mull,  ana  then  to  return  to  Sky.  This  waa 
a  very  fortunate  circumftance  j  for  he  planned 
an  expedition  for  us  of  more  variety  than 
merely  going  to  Mull.  He  propqfed  we  (hould 
fee  the  iQands  of  Egg^  Miuk,  t^ol,  and  Tyr-yi. 
In  all    thefe   iflands    he  could  (hew  us  every. 
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thing  worth  feeing  j  and  in  Mull  he  faid  he 
fhould  be  as  if  at  honrie^  his  father  having  lands 
there,  and  he  a  farm. 

Dr.  Johnfon  did  not  talk  much  to-day,  but 
feemcd  intent  in  liftening  to  the  fchemes  of  fu- 
ture excurfion,  planned  by  CoL  Dr.  Birch, 
however,  being  mentioned,  he  faid,  he  had 
more  anecdotes  than  any  man,  I  faid,  Percy 
had  a  great  many  j  that  he  flowed  with  them, 
like  one  of  the  brooks  here.  —  John/on.  "  If 
Percy  is  like  one  of  the  brooks  here.  Birch  was 
like  the  river  Thames.  Birch  excelled  Percy 
in  that,  as  much  as  Percy  excels  Goldfmith." 
—I  mentioned  Lord  Hailes  as  a  man  of  anec- 
dote. He  was  not  pleafed  with  him,  for  pub- 
lifhing  only  fuch  memorials  and  letters  as  were 
unfavourable  for  the  Stuart  family.  ^*  If,  faid 
he,  a  man  fairly  warns  you,  *  I  am  to  give  all 
the  ill  i  do  you  find  the  good  j*  he  may  :  but  if 
the  objeft  which  he  profeffes  be  to  give  a  view 
of  a  reign,  let  him  tell  all  the  truth;  I  would 
tell  truth  of  the  two  Georges,  or  of  that  fc6un- 
drel,  king  William. — Granger's  Biographical 
Hiftory  is  full  of  curious  anecdote,  but 
might  have  been  better  done.  The  dog  is  a 
Whig.  I  do  not  like  much  to  fee  a  Whig  in 
any  drefs  ;  but  I  hate  to  fee  a  Whig  in  a  par- 
fon's  gown," 

Saturdofi^ 


[  3^3  ] 

Saturday y  o.^tb  September. 
It  was  refol  vtd  that  we  fhould  fet  out,  in 
order  to  return  to  Slate,  to  be  in  readinefs  to 
take  boat  whenever  there  fhould  be  a  fair  wind* 
Dr.  Johnfon  remained  in  his  chamber  writing 
a  letter,  and  it  was  long  before  we  could  get 
him  into  motion.  He  did  not  come  to  break- 
faft,  but  had  it  fent  to  him.  When  he  had 
finilhed  his  letter,  it  was  twelve  o'clock,  and 
we  Ihould  have  tct  out  at  ten.  When  I  went 
up  to  him,  he  faid  to  me,  "  Do  you  Vemember 
a  long  which  begins 

",Ev'ry  ifland  is  a  prifon 
*'  Strongly  guarded  by  the  fea ; 

•'  Kings  and  princes,  for  that  reafon, 
**  Prisoners  are,  as  well  as  we." 

I  luppofe  he-had  been  thinking  of  our  confined 
fituation.  He  would  fain  have  gone  in  a  boat 
from  hence,  inftead  of  riding  back  to  Slate. 
A  fcheme  for  it  was  propofed.  He  faid, 
*«  We'Jl  not  be  driven  tamely  from  it :"— but 
it  proved  imprafticable. 

We  took  leave  of  M^Lcod  and  Taliflcer, 
from  whom  we  parted  with  regret.  Talilker, 
having  been  bred  to  phyfick,  had  a  tinflure  of 
fcholarfhip  in  his  converfation,  which  pleafcd 
Dr. Johnfon,  and  he  had  fome  very  good  booksj 
and  being  a  colonel  in  the  Dutch  fervice,  lie 
and  his  lady,  in  confequence  of  having  lived 
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abroad,  had  introduced  the  eafe  and  politencfi 
of  the  continent  into  this  rude  region. 

Young  Col  was  now  our  kader.  Mr. 
McQueen  was  to  accompany  us  half  a  day 
more.  *  We  ftoppcd  at  a  little  hut,  where  we 
fe>v  an  old  woman  grinding  with  the  quern,  the 
ancient  Highland  inftrument,  which  ie  is  faid 
tiras  ufed  by  the  RomanSj  but  which,  being 
very  flow  in  its  operation^  is  almoft  entirely 
gone  into  difufc. 

The  walls  of  the  cottages  in  Sky,  iaftead  of 
being  one  compared  mafs  of  ftones,  are  often 
formed  by  two  exterior  furfaces  of  ^ont,  filled 
tip  with  earth  in  the  middle^  which  makes 
them  very  warm.  The  roof  is  generally  bad. 
They  are  tjiatched,  fometimes  with  ftraw,  fome- 
times  with  heath,  fometimes  witli  fern.  The 
tiiatch  is  fccured  by  ropes  of  ftraw,  or  q£  heath  % 
and,  to  fix  the  ropes,  there  is  a  ftone  tied  to  the 
end  of  each.  Fhefe  ftones  hang  round  the 
bottom  of  the  roof,  and  make  it  look  like  a 
lady^s  hair  in  papers;  but  I  fhould  think  that, 
when  there  i&  wind,  they  would  come  down, 
and  knock  people  on  the  head. 

We  dined  at  the  inn  at  Sconfer,  where  I  had 
the  pleafure  to  find  a  letter  from  my  wife* 
Here  we  parted  from  our  learned  companion, 
Mr.  Donald  McQueen.  Dr.  Johnfon  took 
fcavc  of  him  very  afFedtionately,  faying,  **  Dear 
fir,  do  not  forget  me !  *'— We  fettled,  that  he 
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ihpuld  write  an  Recount  of  the  Ifle  of  Sky, 
which  Dr,  Johnfon  promifed  to  rcvifc.  He 
faid>  Mr.  McQueen  ihould  tell  all  that  he 
could  i  diftingi^iOiing  what  he  hlmfelf  knew, 
what  was  traditional,  and  what  conjedlural. 

We  fent  our  horfes  round  a  point  of  land, 
(hat  we  might  fiiun  fome  very  bad  road ;  zn^ 
rcfolved  to  go  forward  by  fea.  It  was  fevea 
o'clock  when  we  got  into  our  boat.  We  had 
jjQany  (bowers,  and  it  foon  grew  pretty  dark. 
Pr.  Johnfon  fat  Clent  and  padent.  Oitce  he 
laid,  as  he  looked  on  the  black  coad  of  Sky,*— 
black,  as  being  compofed  of  rocks  fccn  in  the 
dufk, — •"  This  is  very  folemn.*'  Our  bqatmea 
were  rude  fingers,  and  feenaed  fb  like  wild 
Indians,  ,that  a  very  little  imagination  was 
ncceffary  to  give  one  an  impreilion  of  being 
vpon  an  American  river.  We  landed  at  Stro'^ 
limuSy  from  whence  we  got  a  guide  to  walk  be- 
fore tis,  for  two.  miles,  to  C&rricbafacbm.  Not 
being  able  to  procure  a  horfe  for  our  baggage, 
I  tQok  one  portmanteau  before  me,  and  Jofeph 
another.  We  had  but  a  fingle  ftar  to  light  us 
on  our  way.  It  was  about  eleven  when  wc 
arrived.  We  were  moft  hofpitably  received 
by  the  matter  and  miftrefs,  who  were  juft  go- 
ing to  bed,  but,  with  unaffefted  ready  kindnels, 
made  a  good  fire,  and  at  twelve  o'clock  at 
jCkighc  had  fupper  on  the  table. 

James 


Janics  Macdonald^  of  Knockow,  King(burgh*$ 
brother,  whom  we  had  fecn  at  Kinlburgh,  was 
there.  He  fhewed'  me  a  bond  granted  by  the 
late  Sir  James  Macdonald,  to  old  KingA)urgh> 
the  preamble  of  which  does  fo  much  honour  to 
the  feelings  of  that  much-lamented  gentleman, 
that  I  thought  it  worth  tranfcribing.  It  w^ 
as  follows : 

**  I,  Sir  James  Macdonald,  of  Macdonald, 
Baronet,  now,  after  arriving  at  my  perfeft  age, 
from  the  friendfhip  I  bear  to  Alexander  Mac- 
donald of  ]^ing{burgh,  and  in  return  for  the 
long  and  faithful  fervices  done  and  performed 
by  him  to  my  deceafed  father,  and  to  myfelf 
during  my  minority,  when  he  was  one  of  my 
Tutors  and  Curators;  being  refolved,  now 
that  the  faid  Alexander  Macdonald  is  advanced 
in  years,  to  contribute  my  endeavours  for 
making  his  old  age  placid  and  comfortable*'-—* 
therefore  he  grants  him  an  annuity  of  fifty 
pounds  fterling. 

Dr.  Johnfon  went  to  bed  foon.  When  one 
bowl  of  punch  was  finifhed,  I  rofe,  and  was 
near  the  door,  in  my  way  up  ftairs  to  bed  ;  but 
Corrichatachin  faid,  it  was  the  firft  time  Col 
had  been  in  his  houfe,  and  he  fhould  have  his 
bowl ; — and  would  not  I  join  in  drinking  it  ? 
The  hcartincfs  of  my  honeft  landlord^  and  the 
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dcfirc  of  doing  focial  honour  to  our  very  ob- 
liging condu6tor,  induced  nne  to  fit  down  again. 
Col*s  bowl^was  finiflied ;  and  by  that  time  wc 
were  well  warmed*  A  third  bowl  was  foon 
made,  and  that  too  was  finifhed.  We  were 
cordial,  and  merry  to  a  high  degree ;  but  of 
what  paflcd  I  have  no  recolleftion,  with  any 
accuracy.  I  remember  calling  Ccrrubaiacbm 
by  the  familiar  appellation  of  Corriy  which  his 
friends  do.  A  fourth  bowl  was  made,  by 
which  time  C?/,  and  young  M'Kinnon,  Corri- 
chatachin's  fon,  flipped  away  to  bed.  I  con- 
tinued a  little  with  Corri  and  Knockow ;  but  at 
laft  I  left  them.  It  was  near  five  in  the  morn- 
ing when  I  got  to  bed. 

Snndayy  26tb  September. 
I  awaked  at  noon,  with  a  fevere  head-ach. 
I  was  much  vexed  that  I  fhould  have  been 
guilty  of  fuch  a  riot,  and  afraid  of  a  reproof 
from  Dr.  Johnfon.  I  thought  it  very  in- 
confiftent  with  that  conduft  which  I  ought  to 
maintain,  while  the  companion  of  the  Rambler. 
About  one  he  came  into  my  room,  and  ac«> 
coded  me,  "  What,  drunk  yet !  ''—His  tone 
of  voice  was  not  that  of  fevere  upbraiding ;  (o 
I  was  relieved  a  little. — ^^  Sir,  faid  I,  they 
kept  me  up." — He  anfwered,  "  No,  you  kept 
them  up,  you  drunken  dog." — This  he  faid 
with  good-humoured  Enilijb  pleafantry.     Soon 
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afterwards,  Corrichatachin,  Col,  and  othcf 
friends,  aflembled  round  my  bed.  Corri  had  a 
brandy-bottle  and  glafs  with  hinn,  and  infifted 
I  fhould  take  a  dram. — "  Aye,  faid  Dr.  John- 
fon,  fill  him  drunk  again.  Do  it  in  the  morn- 
ing, that  we  may  laugh  at  him  all  day.  It  is  a 
poor  thing  for  a  fellow  to  get  drunk  at  nighty 
and  fculk  to  bed,  and  let  his  friends  have  no 
fport." — Finding  him  thus  jocular,  I  became 
quite  eafy ;  and  when  I  offered  to  get  up,  he 
very  good  -naturedly  faid,  "  You  need  be  in 
no  fuch  hurry  now."— I  took  tny  hoft's  advice, 
and  drank  fome  brandy,  which  I  found  an 
efFeftual  cure  for  my  hcad-ach.  When  I  rofc^ 
I  went  into  Dr.  Johnfon's  room,  and  taking  up 
Mrs.  M*Kinnon*s  Prayer-book,  I  opened  it  at 
the  twentieth  Sunday  after  Trinity,  in  the 
cpiftle  for  which  1  read,  "  And  be  not  drunk 
with  wine,  wherein  there  is  excefs."  Some 
would  have  taken  this  as  a  divine  interpofition* 
Mrs.  M*Kinnan  told  us  at  dinner,  that  old 
Kingfburgh,  her  father,  was  examined  at  Mug- 
ftot,  by  General  Campbell,  as  to  the  particu-» 
krs  of  the  drcfs  of  the  perfon  who  had  come  to 
his  houfe  in  Woman's  clothes,  along  with  Mifi 
Flora  McDonald  j  as  the  General  had  received 
intelligence  of  that  difguifc.  The  parti* 
culars  were  taken  down  in  writings  that  it 
might  be  feen  how  far  they  agreed  with  the 

drcfs  of  the  Irijb  girl  who  went  with  Mift 
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Flora  from  the  Long  Ifland.  King/burgh, 
ihe  faid^  had  but  otic  fong^  which  he  always 
fung^when  he  was  merry  over  a  glafe.  She 
diftated  the  words  to  me,  which  •  arc  foolilh 
enough:; 

Green  fieevcs*  and  puddling  ptcs, 
Tell  me  where  my  miftrefs  lies. 
And  rU  be  with  her  before  fl)e  rifey 
Fiddle  and  aw'  together.  * 

May  our  afFairs  abroad  fucceed^ 
And  may  our  king  come  home  with  fpe/^d. 
And  all  pretenders  fliake  for  dread ^ 
And  let  bis  healtb  go  round. 

To  all  our  injured  friends  in  need* 
This  fide,  and  beyond  the  Tweed  !-«• 
Let  all  pretenders  fliake  for  dread. 
And  let  his  health  go  round* 
Green  fleeves,  &c. 

While  the  examination  was  going  on,  this 
Taliflcer,  who  was  there  as  one  of  M'L^od's 
militia^  could  not  refift  the  pleafantry  of  aflcing 
Kingiburgh,  in  allufion  to  his  only  fong,  ^*  Had 
flie  green  JUeves  ? "  Kingiburgh  gave  him  no 
anfwer.  Lady  Margaret  McDonald  was  very 
angry  at  Talifker  for.  joking  on  fuch  a  ferious 
occaQoi^  as  Kiagfburgh  was  really  in  danger 
of  his  life.^-^Mrs.  M'Kinnon  added  that  Lad/ 
Margari^t  was  quite  adored  in  Sky.  That  when 
Ihe  travelled  through  the  ifland,the  people  ran  in 
crowds  before  her,  and  took  the  ftones  off  the 
roadj  left  her  horfe  fliould  ftumble  aod  flie  be 
<  .  iurCr 
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liurr.  Her  hufband.  Sir  Alexander,  is  alfo  re- 
membered with  great  regard.  We  were  told 
that  every  week  a  hogfhead  of  claret  was  drunk 
at  his  table. 

This  was  another  day  of  wind  and  rain;  but 
good  cheer  and  good  fociety  helped  to  beguile 
the  time.  I  felt  myfelf  comfortable  enough  in 
the  afternoon*  I  then  thought  that  my  laft 
night's  riot  was  no  more  than  fuch  a  fecial  ex- 
cels as  may  happen  without  much  moral  blame; 
and  recoUefted  that  fome  phyficians  main- 
tained, that  a  fever  produced  by  it  was,  upon 
tlie  whole,  good  for  health  :  fo  different  arc 
our  refleftions  on  the  fame  fubjed,  at  different 
periods  \  and  fuch  the  excufes  with  which  wc 
palliate  what  we  know  to  be  wrong. 

Monday,  Tjtb  September. 

Mr*  Donald  M'Lcod,  our  original  guide; 
who  had  parted  from  us  at  Dunvegan>  joined 
us  again  to-day.  The  weather  was  ftill  fo  bad 
that  we  could  not  travel.  I  found  a  clofct 
here,  with  a  good  many  books,  •  befide  thofe 
that  were  lying  about.  Dr.  Johnfon  told  me, 
he  found  a  library  in  his  room  at  Taliiker ;  and 
obferved,  that  it  was  one  of  the  remarkable 
things  of  Sky,  that  there  were  fo  many  books 
in  it. 

Though  wc  had  here  great  abundance  of 
provifions,  it  is  remarkable  that  Corrichatichin 
has  literally  no  garden:  not  even  a  turnip,  a 
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carrot  or  a  cabbage,— After  dinner,  we  talked 
of  the  crooked  fpade  ufed  in  Sky,  already  de* 
fcribed,  and  they  maintained  that  it  was  better 
than  the  ufual  garden-fpade,  and  that  there  was 
an  art  in  tolling  it,  by  which  thofe  who  were 
accuftomed  to  it  could  work  very  eafily  with  it. 
*-"  Nay,  faid  Dr*  Johnfon,  it  may  be  ufcfid  in 
land  where  there  are  many  ftones  to  raife ;  but 
it  certainly  is  not  a  good  inftrument  for  dig-^ 
ging  good  land.  A  man  may  tofs  it,  to  be 
fure ;  but  he  will  tofs  a  light  fpade  much  better : 
its  weight  makes  it  an  incumbrance.  A  man 
may  dig  any  land  with  it  i  but  he  has  no  occa-- 
lion  for  fuch  a  weight  in  digging  good  land. 
You -may  take  a  field-piece  to  fhoot  fparrows^ 
but  all  the  fparrows  you  can  bring  hontie-  wiU 
not  be  worth  the  charge.'- — He  was  quite  fb- 
cial  and  eafy  amongfl:  them;  and,  though  he 
drank  no  fermented  liquor,  toafted  Highland 
beauties  with  great  readinefs.  His  conviviality 
engaged  them  fo  much,  that  they  feemed  eager 
to  fhew  their  attention  to  him,  and  vied  with 
each  other  in  crying  out,  with  a  ftrong  Celtick 
pronunciation,  **  Todor  Shonfon,  Todlor 
Shonfon,  your  health !  ** 

This  evening  one  of  our  married  ladies,  a 
lively  pretty  little  woman,  good-humouredly 
fat  down  upon  Dr.  Johnfon's  knee,  and,  being 
encouraged  by  fomc  of  the  company,  put  her 
kands  round  his  neck,  and  kiflfed  him.-^<<  Do 
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it  ^g^Q,  faid  he ;  and  let  us  fee  who  will  tire 
firft." — He  kept  her  on  his  knee  fome  time, 
while  he  and  ihe  drank  tea.  He  was  now  like  a 
buck  indeed.  All  the  company  were  much  en- 
tertained to  find  him  fo  eafy  and  pleafant.  To 
me  it  was  highly  comick,  to  fee  the  grave 
philofopher, — the  Rambler, — toying  with  a 
Highland  beauty ! — But  what  could  he  do  ?  He 
muft  hav6  been  furly,  and  weak  too^  had  he  not 
behaved  as  he  did.  He  would  have  been 
laughed  at,  and  not  more  refpefted,  though 
lefs  loved. 

He  read  to-night,  to  himfelf,  as  he  fat  in 
company,  a  great  deal  of  my  Journal,  and  faid 
to  me,  "  The  more  I  read  of  this,  I  think  the 
more  highly  of  you."— The  gentlemen  fat  a 
long  time  at  their  punch,  after  he  and  I  had 
retired  to  our  chambers.  The  manner  in  which 
they  were  attended  ftruck  me  as  Angular  :— 
The  bell  being  broken,  a  fmart  lad  lay  on  a 
•table  in  the  corner  of  the  room,  ready  to  Ipring 
up  and  bring  the  kettle,  whenever  it  was 
wanted.  They  continued  drinking,  and  fing- 
ing  Effe  fongs,  till  near  five  in  the  morning, 
when  they  all  came  into  my  room,  where  ifomc 
of  them  had  beds.  Unluckily  for  me,  they 
found  a  bottle  of  punch  in  a  corner,  which  they 
drank;  and  Corrichatachin  went  for  another, 
which  they  alfo  drank.  They  made  many  apolo- 
gies for  difturbing  me.  I  told  them,  that,  having 
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been  ktpt  awake  by  their  mirth,  I  had  Chci 
thoughts  of  getting  up,  and  joining  them  again^ 
Honeft  Corrichatachin  faid,  "  To  haVe  had 
you  done  fb,  I  would  have  given  a  cow.'* 

TuefJayy  litb  September. 

The  weathek"  was  worfe  than  yefterday.  I 
felt  as  if  imprifoned.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  it  was 
irkfome  to  be  detained  thus  :  yet  he  feemed  to 
have  lefs  uneafinefs,  or  more  patience,  than  I 
had.  What  made  our  fituation  worfe  her^ 
was,  that  we  had  no  rooms  that  we  could 
command}  for  the  good  people  had  no  notion 
that  a  man  could  have  •  any  occafion  but  for  ^ 
mere  flceping-place  i  fo,  during  the. day,  the 
bed-rooms  were  commoA  to  all  the  houfe. 
Servants  eat  in  Dr.  Johnfon*s ;  and  mine  was  a 
kind  of  general  rendezvous  of  all  Under  the 
roof,  children  and  dogs  not  excepted.  As  the 
gentlemen  occupied  the  parlour,  the  ladies  had 
no  place  to  fit  in,  during  the  day,  but  Dr.  John- 
fon's  room.  I  had  always  fome  quiet  time  for 
Writing  in  it>  before  he  was  up;  and,  by  degrees^ 
I  accuftomed  the  ladies  to  let  me  fit  in  it  after 
breakfaft,  at  my  Journal,  without  minding  me. 

Dr.  Johnfon  was  this  morning  for  going  to 
fee  as  many  iflands  as  we  could;  hot  i^eCoUefting 
the  uncertainty  of  the  feafon,  which  might  de- 
tain us  in  one  place  for  mahy  weeks.  He  faid 
ta  me>  "  I  have  more  the  fpirit  of  adventure 
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than  you/'— For  my  part,  I  was  anxious  to  get 
to  Mull,  from  whence  we  might  almoft  any  day 
reach  the  main  land. 

Dr.  Johnfon  mentionedj  that  the  few  ancte&t 
Irifh  gentlemen  yet  remaining  have  the  higheft 
pride  of  family ;  that  Mr.  Sandfofd,  a  friend  of 
his,  whofc  mother  was  Iriih,  told  him,  that 
O'Hara  (who  was  true  Irifh,  both  by  father 
and  mother)  and  he,  and  Mr.  Ponibnby,  fon  ta 
the  Earl  of  Befborough,  the  greatell  man  of  the 
three,  but  of  an  Englifh  faniily,  went  to  fee 
one  of  thofe  apcient  Irifh,  and  that  he  diftin- 
guilhed  them  thus :"  **  O'Hara,  you  are  wel- 
come !  Mr.  Sandford,  your  mother's  foa,  is 
welcome  I  Mr.  Ponfonby,  you  may  fit  down*" 

He  talked  both  Of  threfhing  and  thatching. 
He  faid,  it  was  very  difficult  to  determine  how 
to  agree  with  a  th^her,  "  If  yon  pay  him  by 
the  day's  wages,  he  will  threfh  no  more  than  he 
pleafes ;  though,  to  be  fure,  the  negligence  of 
a  threfher  is  more  eafily  dete£i:ed  than  that  of 
molt  labourers,  becaufe  he  muft  always  make  a 
ibund  while  he  works.  If  yoo  pay  him  by  the 
piece,  by  the  quantity  of  grain  which  he  pro* 
duces,  he  will  threfhonly  while  the  grain  comes 
freely,  and,  though  be  leaves  a  good  deal,  in  the 
ear,  it  is  not  worth  while  to  threfb  ^he  ftraw 
over  again ;  nor  can  you  fix  him  to  do  it  fu& 
ficiently,  becaufe  it  is  fb  dUficulc  to  prove  how 
much  Ufs  a  man  thfeih^  tW  hn  QPght  to  do- 
Here 
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lierc  then  is  a  dilemma :  but,  for  my  part,  -i 
would  engage  him  by  the  day;  I  would  rather 
tfuft  his  idlenefs  than  his  fraud."  He  faid,  a 
roof  thatched  with  Xincolnfhire  reeds  would 
laft  fevcnty  years,  as  he  was  informed  when  in 
that  county  i  and  that  he  told  this  to  a  great 
thatcher  in  London,  who  faid,  he  believed  it 
might  be  true. — Such  are  the  pains  that  Dr. 
Johnfon  takes  to  get  the  bell  information  on 
cytry  fubjeft. 

He  proceeded :  "  It  is  difficult  for  a  farm^ 
in  England  to  find  day-labourers,  bccaufe  the 
loweft  manufadureri  can  always  get  more  than 
4  day-labourer*  It  is  of  no  confcquence  hovf 
high  the  wag^s  of  manufafturers  are;  but  it 
^j^juld  be  of  very  bad  confequence  to  raife  the 
Images  of  thofc  who  jprocure  the  immediate  ne- 
ceffaries  of  life,  for  that  would  raife  the  price 
of  provifions-  Here  then  is  a  problem  for  po- 
3iticians«  It  is  not  reafbaable  that  the  moft 
ufeful  body  of  men  fliould  be  the  worflt  paid  ; 
yet  it  does  not  appear  how  it  can  be  ordered 
<6therwi&.  It  were  to  be  wiflied,  that  a  mode 
for  its  being  otherwife  were  found  out-  In  the 
mean  time,  it  is  better  to  give  temporary  af- 
fiftance  by  charitable  contributions  to  poor  la- 
bourers, at  times  when  provifions  are  high, 
than  to  raife  their  wages;  becaufe,  if  wages 
$xc  once  raifcd,  they  will  never  get  down 
again/* 
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Happily  the  weather  cleared  up  between  one 
and  two  o'clock,  and  we  got  ready  to  depart  j^ 
but  our  kind  hoft  and  hoftefs  would  not  let  us 
go  without  taking  a  Jnatchy  as  they  called  it  i^ 
which  was  in  truth  a  very  good  dinner.  While 
Che  punch  went  round.  Dr.  Johnfon  kapt  a, 
clpfe  whifpering  conference  with  Mrs,  M^Kin- 
non,  which,. however,  was  loud  enough  to  le^ 
us  hear  that  the  fubjeft  of  it  was  the  particulars 
of  Prince  Charles's  efcape.  The  company 
were  entertained  and  pleafed  to  obferve  it* 
Upon  that  fubjeft,  there  was  forriething  con-? 
genial  between  the  foul  of  Pr,  Samuel  Johnfoa 
and  that  of  an  Ifle  of  Sky  farmer's  wife.  It  i^ 
curious  to  fee  people,  hqw  far  fo  ever  removed 
fronri  each  other  in  the  general  fyftem  of  their 
lives, .  come  clofe  together  on  a  particular  point 
which  is.  common  to  each.  We  were  merry 
with  Gorrichatachin,  on  Dr.  Johnfon's  whif- 
pering with  his  wife.  She,  perceiving  this, 
humouroufly  cried,  "  I  am  in  love  ^ith  him. 
What  is  it  to  live  and  not  to  love  ?  '*  Upon  her 
faying  fomething,  which  I  did  not  hear,  or 
cannot  recoUpft,  he  fejzed  her  hand  eagerly, 
and  kiffed  it.     . 

As  we  were  going,  the  Scottifh  phrafe  of 
*'  hgneft  man!  "  which  is, an  expreflion  of  kindnefs 
and  regard,  wa3  often  and.  often  applied  by  the 
company  to.Dr.  Johnfon.  I  was  alfo  treated 
^ith  much  civility;   and  I  muft  take  fom^ 
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merit  from-  my  aOiduous  attention  to  hlmt 
and  from  my  contriving  that  he  fhall  be  eafy 
wherever  he  goes,  that  he  (hall  not  be  alked 
twice  to  eat  or  drink  any  thing,  (which  always 
difgufts  him,)  that  he  fhall  be  provided  with 
water  at  his  meals,  aod  many  fuch  little  things, . 
which,  if  not  attended  to,  would  fret  him.  I 
alfo  may  be  allowed  to  claim  fbnae  merit  ia 
leading  the  converfation ;  I  do  not  mean  kad^ 
ing,  as  in  an  orcheftra,  by  playing  the  firft 
fiddle ;  but  leading  as  one  does  in  examining  a 
witnefs, — ftarting  topicks,  and  making  him 
purfue  them.  He  appears  to  me  like  a  great 
mill,  into  which  a  fubjeft  is  thrown  to  be 
ground.  It  requires,  indeed,  fertile  minds  to 
fwrnifh  materials  for  this  naill.  I  regret  when- 
ever I  fee  it  unemployed  -,  but  fomctimes  I  foel 
myfelf  quite  barren,  and  have  nothing  to 
throw  in. — I  know  not  if  this  mill  be  a  good 
figure ;  though  Pope  makes  his  mind  a  mill  for 
turning  verfes.    . 

We  fet  out  about  four.  Young  Corrichata- 
chin  went  with  us.  We  had  a  fine  evening, 
and  arrived  in  good  time  at  Qfiig,  the  refidence 
©f  Mr.  Martin  M^Pherfon,  minifter  of  Slate. 
It  is  a  pretty  good  houfe,  built  by  his  father, 
upon  a  farm  near  the  church.  We  were 
received  her,e  with  much  Vindnefs,  by 
fAr.  and  Mrs.  M*Pherfon,  and  his  fitter, 
JSJifs  M'Pberfon,    who  pleafcd  Dr,  Johnfon 
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much^  fay  finging  Erfe  ioag%,  and  playing  on 

the  guittar.    He  afterwards  fcnt  her  a  prefent 

of  his  Raffelas.      In   his   bedchamber  was  a 

prefs  ftorcd  with  books,  Greek,  Latin,  French 

and  Englifh,  moft  of  which  had  belonged  to 

the  father  of  our  hoft,  the  learned  Dn  M*Pher- 

fon;   whoy  though  hi%  Diferfafions  have  been 

mentioned  in  a  former  page  as  unfatisfadory^ 

was  a  mzn  of  diilinguiihed  talents*     Dr.  John* 

ion  looked  at  a  Latin  paraphrafe  of  the  fong  of 

Mofes,  written  by  him,,  and  publiihed  in  the 

Sf9U  Magazine  for  1747>    and  faid,  <<  It  does 

him  honour;  he  has  a  great  deal  of  Latitu  and 

good  Latin," — ^Dr.  M*Pherfon  publiflied  alfo  in 

the  fame  magazine,  June  1739,   an  original 

Latin  ode,  which  he  wrote  from  the  i0e  of 
Ibarra,  where  he  was  minifter  for  (bme  years. 

It  is  very  poeucaJ^  and  exhibits  a  ftriking  proof 
how  much  all  things  depend  upon  comparifon  : 
A>r  Barr a^  it  feems^  appeared  to  him  fo  much 
worfe  than  Sky,  his  nalak  folumy  that  he  Ian- 
guifbed  for  its  *^  bleffed  mountains^"  and 
thought  h^mfelf  buried  aliv:e  amongft  barba- 
rians where  he  was.— My  readers  will  probably 
not  be  difpleafed  to  have  a  fpecimen  of  thi^ 
ode : 

*'  Hei  mibi !  qoantos  patior  dolores, 
**  Dam  procui  fpedo  jugatcr  beata; 
^'  Dun  ferx  Batrae  denies  arcsas* 
•«  Splii3^  oberm. 

Ingemo^ 
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^  Ingeflio,  indignor,  crudor,  quod  iatef 
**  Barbaros  Thulen  lateam  cokntes ; 
**  Torpeo  langaens,  moriorfepultos^ 
Carcere  coeco." 

Aft€r  wiftiing  for  wings  to  fly  over  to  hi* 
dear  country,  which  was  in  his  view,  from  what 
he  calls  Tbule,  as  being  the  moft  weftern  ifle  of 
Scotland,  except  St.  Kilda;  after  defcribing 
the  pleafures  of  fociety,  and  the  miferies  of 
Iblitude,  he  at  laft,  with  becoming  propriety, 
has  recourfe  to  the  only  fure  relief  of  thinking 
meny-'-^urfum  corda^ — the  hope  of  a  better 
world,  and  difpoies  his  mind  to  refignatifoo : 

*'  Interim  fiat,  toa,  rex,  voluntas  : 
**  ErigoT  furfiini  quoties  fubit  ipes 
««  Ccrta  migraadi  Sotyraam  fopeman^ 
*'  Numinifi  aulam." 

He  concludes  In  a  noble  (train  of  orthodox 

piety : 

''  Vita  turn  demnm  roeitanila  vita  tSt, 
**  Turn  licet  gratos  Tocios  habere, 
*'  Seraphim  et'fan^os  taiaosu  vereodatt 
"  Concclcbiantcs/' 

Wednefday^  l^tb  Septmber. 
After  a  very  good  fleep,  I  rofe  more  refrefhed 
than  I  had  been  for  fome  nights.  We  were 
BOW  at  but  a  little  diftance  from  the  ihore,  and 
iaw  the  fea  from  our  windows,  which  made  our 
voyage  fecm  nearer.    Mr«  M^Pherfoo's  man-' 
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ncrs  and  addrefs  pleafed  us  much,  -He- ap- 
peared to  be  a  man  of  fuch  intelligence  and 
tafte  as  to  be  fenfible  of  the  extraordinary 
powers  of  his  illuftrious  gueft.  He  faid  to  me, 
*'  Do  Johnfon  is  an  honour  to  mankind  j  and, 
if  the  expreflion  may  be  ufcd,  is  an  honour  to 
religion." 

Col,  who  had  gone  yefterday  to  pay  a  vifit  at 
Camufcrofs,  joined  us  this  morning  at  brcak- 
faft.  Some  other  gentlemen,  alfo  came  to  enjoy 
the  entertainment  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  converfation. 
-p^Thc  day  was  windy  and  •  rainy,  fo  that  we 
had  juft  feized  a  happy  interval  for  our  journey 
laft  night.  We  had  gopd  entertainment  here, 
better  accommodation  th^n  at  Corrichatachin, 
and  time  enough  to  ourfelves.The  hours  flipped 
along  imperceptibly.  We  talked  of  Shenftone. 
XiXf  Johnfon  faid^  hp  was  a  good  layer-out  of 
land,  but  would  not  allow  him  to  approachi 
excellence  as  a  poet.  He  faid,  he  believed  he 
had  tried  to  read  all  his  Love  Paftorals,  but 
did  npt  get  through  then),  I  repeated  th? 
ftanza, 

She  gazed  as  I  flowly  withdrew ; 

My  path  I  could  hardly  difcem ; 
So  fweetly  ihe  bade  me  adieu, 

I  thought  that  ihe  bade  me  return. 

He  faid,  "  that  feems  to  be  pretty.*'  I  ob-. 
fcrved  that  Shenftone,  from  his  Ihort  maxims 
in  profc,    appeared  ta  have  fomc  power  of 
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thinking ;  but  Dr.  Johnfon  would  not  allow 
him  that  merit.  He  agreed,  however,  with 
Shcnftone,  that  it  was  wrong  in  the  brother  of 
one  of  his  correfpondents  to  burn  his  letters  i 

**  for,  faid  he,  Shenftonc  was  a  man  whofe  cor- 
refpondcnce  was  an  honour.*'— He  was  this  af- 
ternoon, full  of  critical  feverity,  and  dealt  about 
his  cenfures  on  all  fides.  He  faid,  Hammond's 
I/)ve  Elegies  were  poor  things.  He  Ipokc 
contemptuoufly  of  our  lively  and  elegant, 
though  too  licentious,  Lyrick  bard,  Hanbury 
Williams,  and  faid,  *'  he  had  no  fame,  but 
from  boys  who  drank  with  him." 

While  he  was  in  this  mood,  I  was  unfortu- 
nate enough,  fimply  perhaps,  but  I  could  not 
help  thinking,  undefervedly,  to  come  within 
^^  the  whiff  ^nd  wind  of  his  fell  fword."  I  afked 
him>  If  he  had  never  been  accuftomed  to  wear 
a  night-cap.  He  faid,  "  No."  I  aflced,  if  it 
was  beft  nop  to  wear  one. — Johnfon.  *'  Sir,  I 
had  this  cuflom  by  chance;  and  perhaps  no 
man  (hall  ever  know  whether  it  is  beft  to  fleep 
with  or  withput  a  night-cap." — Soon  after- 
wards he  was  laughing  at  fome  deficiency  in 
the  Highlands,  and  faid,  "  One  might  as  well 
go  without  ftioes  and  ftockings." — ^Thinking 
to  have  a  little  hit  at  his  own  deficiency,  I 
ventured  to  add,—"  or  without  a  night  cap, 
fir."  But  I  had  better  have  bppn  filent ;  for 
fee    retorted    dircftly.     *'  I  dp  not  fee    the 
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c6nnc£kion  there  (laughing).  Nobody  before 
was  ever  foonih  Enough  to  aflc  whether  it  was 
beft  to  wear  a  night-cap  or  not.  This  comes 
of  being  a  little  wrong-headed."— He  carried 
the  company  along  with  him :  and  yet  the 
truth  is,  that  if  he  had  always  worn  a  night-cap, 
as  is  the  common  praftice,  and  found  the 
Highlanders  did  not  wear  one,  he  would  have 
wondered  at  their  barbarity  5  fo  that  my  hit  was 
fair  enough, 

Thurjday^  %oth  Septemhcr. 
There,  was  as  great  a  ftorm  of  wind  and  rain 
as  I  have  almo(t  cVer  fcen,  which  neceflarily 
confined  us  to  the  houfe;  but  we  were  fully 
compenfated  by.  t)r.  Johnfon's  converfation. 
He  faid,  he  did  not  grudge  Burke's  being  the 
firft  man  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  i  for  he 
was  the  firft  man  every  where ;  but  he  grudged 
that  a  fellow  who  makes  no  figure  in  company, 
and  has  a  mind  as  narrow  as  the  neck  of  a  vi- 
negar cruet,  ftiould  make  a  figure  in  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  merely  by  having  the  knowledge 
of  a  few  forms,  and  being  furnifhed  with  a 
little  occafional  information*.  He  told  us, 
the  firft  tioK  he  faw  Dr.  Young  was  at  the 

houfe 

*  R«  dtd  not  mention  xht  mmie  of  any  part icul^if  perioi^i 
^Qt  thofe  who  are  convcrAmt  with  the  political  w;orl(i  will 
probably  recoiled  more  perfons  than  one  to  whom  this  obfero 
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houfe  of  Mr.  Richardron>  the  author  of  CU* 
ri£a.  He  wii3  fent  for,  that  the  dodor  might 
read  to  him  his  ConjeSlures  on  Original  Compofi^ 
tim,  which  he  did,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  made  his 
remarks »  and  he  waa  furprifed  to  find  Young 
receive  as  novelties  what  he  thought  very  com* 
mon  maidms*  He  faid  he  believed  Young 
wa^  not  a  great  fcholar^  nor  had  ftudied  regu^ 
larly  the  art  of  writings  that  there •  were  very 
fine  things  in  his  Night  fiougbtjy  though  you 
could  not  find  twenty  lines  together  without 
fome  extravagance.  He  repeated  two  paflfages 
from  his  Love  of  Fame^ — the  charafters  of 
Bninetta  and  Stella,  which  he  praiied  highly. 
He  faid  Young  prcflcd  him  much  to  come  to 
Wellwyn.  He  always  intended  it  -,  but  never 
went.  He  was  forry  when  Young  died.  The 
caufe  of  quarrel  between  Young  and  his  fon, 
he  told  usj  was>  that  his  ion  infifted  Young 
fhould  turn  away  a  clergyman's  widow,  who 
lived  with  him,  and  who,  having  acquired 
great  influence  over  the  father^  was  faucy  to 
the  ion.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  (he  could  not 
conceal  her  refentment  at  him,  for  faying  to 
Young,  that  ^<  an  old  man  fhould  not  refign 
himfelf  to  the  management  of  any  body.'* — I 
aiked  him,  if  there  was  any  improper  con- 
nexion between  them. — **  No,  fir,  no  more 
than  between  two  ftatucs.— He  was  paft  four- 
fcore^  and  (he  a  very  coarfe  woman.    She  read 

to 
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to  him,  and,  I  fuppofe,  made  his  totfcCf  and 
frothed  his  chocolate,  and  did  fuch  things  as  an 
old  man  wilhes  to  have  done  for  him." 

Dr.  Dodridge  being  mentioned,  he  obferved 
that  "  he  was  authour  of  one  of  the  fincft 
epigrams  in  the  Englifh  language.  It  is  in 
Orton's  Life  of  hitn.  The  fubjcft  is  his  fa- 
mily-motto,— Dum  vivimusy  vivamus  j  which,  in 
its  primary  fignification,  is,  to  be  furc,  not 
very  fuitable  to  a  chriftian  divine ;  but  he  pa* 
raphrafcd  it  thus:" 

•*  Live,  while  you  live,  the  epicure  would  ray> 
"  And  feize  the  pleafures  of  the  prefcnt  day,  * 
••  Live,  while  you  live,  the  iacred  preacher  cries^ 
And  give  to  God  each  moment  as  it  flies. 
Lord,  in  my  views  let  both  united  be  7 
I  live  in  plenfure,  when  I  live  to  tbee.*^ 
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I  a(ked,  if  it  was  nqt  ftrange  that  government 
ihould  permit  fo  many  inBdel  writings  to  pais 
without  cenfure. — John/on.  '^  Sir,  it  is  mighty 
foplifh.  It  is  for  want  of  knowirtg  their  owii 
power.  The  prefent  family  on  the  throne 
came  to  the  crown  againft  the  will  of  nine 
jenths  of  the  people.  Whether  thofe  nine 
tenths  were  right  or  wrong,  it  is  not  our  buli- 
nels  now  to  inqtiire«.  But  fuch  being  theitfuar  ' 
tion  of  the  Royal  Family,  they,  wcte  glM*  to 
encourage  all  who.  would  be  .  thdr- -/riends* 
Now  you  know  every  b^d  man  is  a  Whigj 
every  man  who  has  loofe  notions.  The  church 
was  all  agaioil  this  family.     They,  were  as  I 
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fay,  glad  to  encourage  any  friends  j  and  there- 
fore, fince  their  acceflion,  there  is  no  inftance 
of  any  man  being  kept  back  on  account  of  his 
.bad  principles :  and  hence  this  inundation  of 
impiety/'  I  obferved  that  Mr.  Hume,  fome  of 
whofc  writings  were  very  unfavourable  to  reli- 
gion, was  however  a  Tory. — Johnjon.  **  Sir, 
Hume  is  a  Tory  by  chance,  as  being  a  Scotch- 
man ;  but  not  upon  a  principle  of  duty ;  for 
he  has  no  principle.  If  he  is  any  thing,  he  is 
a  Hobbift." 

There  was  fomething  not  quite  ferene  in  his 
humour  to-night,  after  fupper ;  for  he  fpoke 
of  haftcning  away  to  London,  without  flopping 
much  at  Edinburgh.  I  reminded  him,  that  he 
had  General  Oughton  and  many  others  to  fec^ 
— Jobnjm.  "  Nay,  I  fliall  neither  go  in  jeft, 
nor  ftay  in  jeft.  I  Ihall  do  what  is  fit." — Bof- 
welL  "  Aye,  fir  5  but  all  I  defire  is,  that  yov 
will  let  me  tell  you  when  it  is  fit.** — John/on^ 
**  Sir,  I  fhall  not  confult  yovi:'—BofweU.  '<  If 
you  are  to  run  away  from  us,  as  fbon  as  you 
get  loofe,  we  will  keep  you  confined  in  an 
ifland."-— He  was,  however,  on  the  whole, 
very  good  company.  Mr.  Donald  M*Leod 
expreffed  very  well  the  gradual  impreffion  made 
by  Dr.  Johnfon  on  thofe  who  are  fo  fortunate  as 
to  obtain  his  acquaintance.  *'  When  you  fee 
him  firft,  you  arc  ftruck  with  aweful  reve- 
rence ; 


rcnce ; — then  yog  admire  him  $-— and  then  you 
love  hiiR  cordially/' 

I.  read  this  evening  fome  part  of  Voltaire's 
Hiftory  of  the  War  in  1741,  and  of  Lord 
Karnes  againft  Hereditary  Indefeafible  Right. 
This  is  a  very  flight  circumftance^  with  which 
I  fhould  not  trouble  my  reader,  but  for  the 
fake  of  obferving,  that  every  man  fhould  kcfcp 
minutes  of  whatever  he  reads.  Every  circiim*- 
ftance  of  his  ftudies  ihould  be  recorded ^  what 
books  he  has  confulted;  how  much  of  them 
he  has  read ;  at  what  times  $  hbw  often  the 
fame  authors ;  and  what  opinions  he  formed  of 
them>  at  difiereat  periods  of  his  life**— Such 
an  account  would  much  illuftrate  the  hiftory 
of  his  mind. 

Friday^  \Ji  03ober. 
I  (hewed  to  Dr.  Johnfon  verfes  in  a  maga- 
zine, on  his  Diftionary,  compolcd  of  uncommon 

words  taken  from  it : 

« 

He  read  a  few  of  them,  and  laid,  "  I  am  not 
anfwerable  for  all  the  words  in  my  Didionary.*' 
•—-I  told  him,  that  Garrick  kept  a  book  of  all 
who  had  either  praifed  or  abufed  him.«— On  the 
iubje£t  of  bis  own  reputation,  he  faid,  *^  Now 
that  I  fee  it  has  been  fo  current  a  topick^  I  wifh 
I  had  done  fo  too^  but  it  could  not  well  be 
done  now,  as  fo  many  things  are  fcattered  in 
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news- pipers." — He  faid,    he  wis  angiy  at  A 
boy  of  Oxford,    who  wrote  in  his  defence 
againft  Kenrick;   becaufe  it  was  doing  him 
hurt  to  anfwcr  Kenrick.     He  was  told  after- 
Wards,  the  boy  was  to  come  to  him  to  afk  a 
a  favour.     He  firft  thought  to  treat  him  rudely, 
on  account  of  his  meddling  in  that  bufinefs ; 
but  then  he  confidered,  he  had  meant  to  do 
him  all  the  fervice  in  his  power,  and  he  took 
another  refolution  ;  he  told  him  he  would  do 
what  he  could  for  him,  and  did  fo  5  and  the 
boy  was  fatisfied.     He  faid,  he  did  not  know 
how  his  pamphlet  was  done,  as  he  had  read  very 
little  of  it.  The  boy  made  a  good  figure  at  Ox* 
ford,  but  died.    He  remarked,  that  attacks  on 
authours  did  them  much  fervice.  *'  A  man  who 
tells  me  my  play  is  very  bad,  is  lefs  my  enemy 
than  he  who  lets  it  die  in  filence.    A  man, 
whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  be  talked  of,  is  much 
helped  by  being  attacked." — Garrick,  I  ob- 
ferved,   had   been  often  fo  helped.— Jobn/on. 
"  Yes,  fir ;  though  Garrick  had  more  opportu- 
nities than  almoft  any  man,  to  keep  the  publick 
in  mind  of  him,  by  exhibiting  himfelf  to  fuch 
numbers,  he  would  not  have  had  fo  much  repu- 
tation, had  he  not  been   fo  much  attacked. 
Every  attack  produces  a  defence ;  and  fo  at- 
tention is  engaged.     There  is  no  fport  in  mere 
praife,  when  people  are  all  of  a  mind.**— -5^/^ 
weU.   *^  Then   Hume  is   not  the  worfe  for 
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Seattle's  attack  ?  ^^^^Jcbnfon.  *«  He  is,  becaufe 
Beattie  has  'confuted  him*  I  do  not  fay,  but 
that  there  may  be  fome  attacks  which  will 
hurt  an  authour.  Though  Hume  fufFered  froni 
Beattie,  he  was  the  better  for  other  attacks. ** 
(He  certainly  could  not  include  in  that  number 
diofc  of  Dn  Adams,  and  Mr,  Tytler*)— fig/^ 
well.  "  Goldfmidi  is  the  better  for  attacks.** — 
Jobnfon.  "  Yes,  firj  but  he  does  not  think  & 
yet.  When  Goldfmith  and  I  pubiifhed,  each 
of  us  fomething,  at  the  fame  time,  wc  were 
given  to  underftand  that  we  might  review  each 
other.  Goldfmith  was  for  accepting  the  oiFer. 
I  faid.  No  5  fet  Reviewers  at  defiance.-— It 
was  faid  to  old  Bentley,  upon  the  attacks 
againft  him,  *  Why,  they'll  write  you  down/ 
*  No,  fir,  he  replied  j  depend  upon  it,  no  man 
was  ever  written  down  but  by  himfelf.*  He 
obferved  to  me  afterwards,  that  the  advantages 
authours  derived  from  attacks,  were  chiefly  ia 
fubje£ts  of  tafte,  where  you  cannot  confute,  as 
fo  much  may  be  faid  on  either  fide.— *He  told 
me  he  did  not  know  who  was  the  authour  of  the 
Adventures  of  a  Guinea^  but  that  the  bookfeUer 
had  fent  the  firft  volume  to  him  in  manufcript^ 
to  have  his  opinion  if  it  (hould  be  prinMls. 
and  he  thought  it  ihould. 

The  weather  being  now  fomewhat  better, 
Mr.  James  McDonald,  faftor  to  Sir  Alexander 
M^onald  in  Slate^  infifled  that  all  the  com- 
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pany  at  Oftig  fhould  go  to  the  houfe  at  Armi- 
dalc,  which  Sir  Alexander  had  left,  having 
gone  with  his  lady  to  Edinburgh,  and  be  his 
guefts,  till  we  had  an  opportunity  of  failing  to 
MulL  We  accordingly  got  there  to  dinner ; 
and  pafled  our  day  very  chearfully,  being  no 
lefs  than  fourteen  in  number. 

Saturday,  oJ  OUober. 
Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  "  that  a  Chief  and  his  Lady 
fhould  make  their  houie  like  a  court.  They 
ihould  have  a  certain  number  of  the  gentlemen's 
daughters  to  receive  their  education  in  the  fa- 
mily, to  learn  paftry  and  fuch  things  from  the 
houfekeeper,  and  manners  from  my  lady. 
That  was  the  way  in  the  great  faniilies  ia 
Wales;  at  Lady  Salifbury's,  Mrs.  Thrale's 
grandmother^  and  at  Lady  Philips's.  I  di- 
ftinguiih  the  families  by  the  ladiesj  as  I 
^eak  of  what  was  properly  their  province^ 
There  were  always  fix  young  ladies  at  Sir  Johix 
Philips*s:  when  one  was  married,  her  place 
was  filled  up.  There  was  a  large  fchool-room, 
where  they  learnt  needle  -  work  and  other 
things." — I  obferved,  that,  ix,  fome  courts  in 
Germany,  there  were  academies  for  the  pages, 
who  are  the  fons  of  gentlemen,  and  receive  their 
education  without  any  expcncc  to  their  pa- 
rents. Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  that  manners  were 
beft  learnt  at  thofe  courts.  '<  You  are  admitted 
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^ith  great  facility  to  the  prince's  company, 
and  yet  muft  treat  him  with  great  refpeft.    At 
a  great  courts  you  are  at  fuch  a  diftance  that 
you  get  no  good."— -I  faid,  **  Very  true:  a 
man  fees  the  court  of  Verfailles,  as  if  he  faw  it 
on  a  theatre."— He  faid,  "  The  bed  book  that 
ever  was  written  upon  good-breeding,  H  Cor- 
ieggianoy  by  Caftiglionc,   grew  up  at  the  littli 
court  of  Urbino,  and  you  Ihould  read  it.'* — 1 
am  glad  always  to  have  his  opinion  of  books.  At 
Mr.M'Pherfon's,  he  commended  JVhitiy^s  Com- 
mentaryy  and  faid,/be  had  heard  him  called  rather 
laxi  but  he  did  not  perceive  it.    He  had  looked 
at  a  novel,  called  The  Man  of  the  Worlds  at 
Rafay,  but  thought  there  was  nothing  in  it. 
He   faid   to-day,  while  reading  my  Journal, 
**  This  will  be  a  great  trcafure  to  us   fomc 
years  hence." 

Talking  of  a  very  penurious  gentleman  of 
bur  acquaintance,  he  obferved,  that  he  ex- 
ceeded UAvare  in  the  play.  I  concarred 
with  him,  and  remarked  that  he  would  do 
well,  if  introduced  in  one  of  Footer's  farces; 
that  the  beft  way  to  get  it  done,  would  be  to 
bring  Foote  to  be  entertained  at  his  houfe  for  a 
a  week,  and  then  it  would  hcfacit  indignatU,-^ 
John/an.  ^^  Sir,  I  wi(h  he  had  him.  I,  who 
have  eat  his  bread,  will  not  give  hinn  to  him ; 
"but  I  fhould  be  glad  he  came  honeftly  by  him." 
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He  faid,  he  was  angry  at  Thralc,  for  fitting- 
at  General  Oglethorpe's    without    fpeaking. 
He  cenfured  a  man  for  degrading  himfelf  to 
a  non-entity.     I  obferved,  that  Goldfmith  was 
on  the  other  extreme  5  for  he  fpoke  at  all  ven-' 
turts.^^Jobnfort.  "  Yes,    faid  he ;    Goldfmith, 
rather  than  not  fpeak,  will  talk  of  what  he 
knows  himfelf  to  be  ignorant,  which  can  only 
end  in  expofing  him."-r-"  I  wonder,  fai^  I, 
if  he  feels  that  he  expofes  hktifelf.     If  he  was 
with  two  taylors*'— w"  Or  with  two  founders," 
faid  Dr.  Johnfon,  (interrupting  me,)  he  would 
fall  a  talking  on  the  method  of  making  can- 
non, though  both  of  them  would  foon  fee  that 
he  did  not  know  what  metal  a  cannon  is  made 
of.'*-rrWewere  very  fecial  and  merry  in  his  room 
this   forenoon.     In  the  evening  the  company 
daneed  as  ufual.  We  performed,  with  much  ac- 
tivity, a  dance  which,  I  fuppofc,  the  emigration 
from  Sky  has  occafioned.    They  call  it  Jmmca. 
Each  of  the  couples,  after  the  common  involu- 
ti(ms  znd  evoiulions,  fucceflSvely  whirls  round  in 
a  circle,  till  all  are  in  motion;  and  the  dance 
feems  intended  to  fhew  how  emigration  catches, 
till  a  whole  neighbourhood  is*fet  aSoat.-r-Mrs. 
M^Kinnon  told  me,  that  laft  year  when  a  Ihip 
failed  from  Portree  for  America,  the  people 
on  fhore  were  almoft  diftrafted  when  they  faw 
their  relations 'go  off-,  they  lay  down  on  the 
grouiid;    tumbled,    and   tore   the  grafs   with  . 
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their  teeth.-— This  year  there  was  not  a  tear 
Ihed.     The  people  on  fhore  Teemed  to  think 
that  they  would  foon  follow.     This  iadiflfer- 
ence  is  a  nnortal  fign  for  the  country* 

Wc  danced  to-night  to  the  mufick  of  th^ 
bagpipe,  which  made  us  beat  the  ground  witk 
prodigious  force.  I  thought  it  better  to  en* 
deaypur  to  conciliate  the  kindnefs  of  the 
people  of  Skyi  by  joining  heartily  in  their 
amufenvqnts,  than  to  play  the  ab(tra£t  fcholar. 
I  looked  on  this  Tour  to  the  Hebrides  as  a 
copartnerihip  between  Dr.  Johnfon  and  me. 
Each  was  to  do  all  he  could  to  promote  its 
fuccefsi  and  I  have  fome  reafon  to  flatter  myfelf, 
that  my  gayer  exertions  were  of  fervice  to  us. 
Di".  Johnfon's  immenfe  fund  of  knowledge  and 
wit  was  a  wonderful  fource  of  admiration  and 
delight  to  them »  but  they  had  it  only  at  times; 
and  they  required  to  have  the  intervals  agree- 
ably filled  up,  and  even  little  elucidations  of 
his  learned  text.  I  was  alfo  fortunate  enough 
frequently  to  draw  him  forth  to  talk,  when  he 
would  otherwife  have  been  filcnt.  The  foun- 
tain was  at  times  locked  up,  till  I  opened  the 
ipring. — It  was  curious  to  hear  the  Hebridians, 
when  any  •  difpute  happened  while  he  was  out 
of  the  room,  faying,  "  Stay  till  Dr.  Johnfon 
comes  :  fay  that  to  bim  !  ** 

,Ycftcrday  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  "  I  cannot  but 
)augh^  to  think  of  myfelf  roving  ampng  the 
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Hebrides  at  fixty.     I  wonder  where  I  (hall  rove 
at  fourfcore  !  "—This  evening  he  difputed  the 
truth  of  what  is  faid,  as  to  the  people  of  St. 
Kilda  catching  cold  whenever  ftrangers  come. 
"  How  can  there,  faid  he,  be  a  phyfical  effcfl: 
without  a  phyfical  caufe  ?  *' — He  added,  laugh- 
ing, *^  the  arrival  of  a  fliip  full  of  ilrangers 
would  kill  thenri ;  for  if  one  ftranger  gives  them 
one  cold,  two  ftrangers  muft  give  them  two 
colds  j  and  fo  in  proportion.'*-— I  wondered  to 
hear  him   ridicule  this,     as   he  had  praifed 
M^Aulay  for  putting  it  in  his  book ;  faying, 
that  it  was  manly  in  him  to  tell  a  fa6t,  how- 
ever ftrange,  if  he  himfelf  believed  it.     He 
faid,  the  evidence  was  not  adequate  to  the  im- 
probability of  the  thing ;  that  if  a  phyfician^ 
rather  diipofed  to  be  incredulous,  ihould  go  to 
St.  Kilda,  and  report  the  faA,  then  he  would 
begin  to  look  about  him.     They  faid,  it  was 
annually  proved  by   M^Leod's  fteward,    on 
whofe  arrival  all  the  inhabitants  caught  cold. 
He  jocularly  remarked,  "  the  fteward  always 

comes  to  demand  fomething  from  them;  and 
fo  they  fall  a  coughing.  I  fuppofe  the  people 
in  Sky  all  take  a  cold,  when    ■  (naming  a 

certain  perfon)  comes.** — They  faid,  he  came 
only  in  fummer. — Jobnfon.  "  That  is  out  of  ten- 
dernefs  to  you.  Bad  weather  ahd  he,  at  the 
lame  time,  would  be  too  much." 
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Sunday y  ^^dOSober. 

Jofeph    reported  that    the  wind  was  ftill 
againft  us.     Dr.  Johnfon  .  faid,  <'  A  wind,  or 
not  a  wind  ?  that  is  the  queftion } ''  for  he  can 
amufe  himfelf  at  tinies  with  a  little  play  of 
words,   or  rather  of  fentences,     I  remember 
when  he  turned  his  cup  at  Aberbrothick,  where 
we  drank  tea,  he  muttered,  Claudite  jam  rivcs^ 
pum.     I  muft  again  and  again  apologize  to* 
faftidious  readers,  for  recording  fuch  minute 
particulars.    They  prove  the  fcrupulous  fidelity 
of  my  Journal.     Dr.  Johnfon  faid  it  was  a  very 
cxa£t  piAure  of  a  portion  of  his  life. 

While  we  were  chatting  in  the  indolent  ftilc 
of  men  who  were  to  ftay  here  all  this  day  at 
leaft,  wc  were  fuddenly  roufed  by  being  told 
that  the  wind  was  fair,  that  a  little  fleet  of 
herring  buflcs  was  pafllng  by  for* Mull,  and 
that  Mr.  Simpibn''s  veflel  was  about  to  fail. 
Hugh  McDonald,  the  (kipper,  came  to  us,  and 
was  impatient  that  we  ihould  get  ready>  which 
we  foon  did.  Dr.  Johnfon^  with  compofure 
and  folemnity,  repeated  the  obfervacion  of 
ppiftetus,  that,  *^  as  •  man  has  the  voyage  of 
death  before  him,—- whatever  may  be  his  em- 
ployment, he  ihould  be  ready  at  the  matter's 
call ;  4nd  an  old  man  fhould  never  be  far  from 
the  fhore,  left  he  fhould  not  be  able  to  gQt 
J^imfclf  ready."    He  rode,  and  I  and  the  other 
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gentlemen  walked,  about  an  Englifli  mile  to 
the  (hore,  where  the  veffel  lay,  Dn  Johnfbn 
faid,  he  fhould  never  forget  Sky,  and  returned 
thanks  for  all  civilities.  We  were  carried  to 
the  veflel  in  a  fmall  boat  which  (he  had,  and 
we  fet  fail  very  briikly  about  one  o'clock.  I 
was  much  pleafed  with  the  motion  for  many 
hours.  Dr.  Johnfon  grew  Hck,  and  retired 
under  cover,  as  it  rained  a  good  deal,  I  kept 
above,  that  I  might  have  frefh  air,  and  finding 
myfclf  not  affefted  by  the  motion  of  the  veffel, 
I  exulted  in  being  a  ftout  feaman,  while  Dr. 
Johnfon  was  quite  in  a  ftate  of  annihilation. 
But  I  was  foon  humbled ;  for  after  imagining 
that  I  could  go  with  eafe  to  America  or  the 
£aft-Indies,  X  became  very  fick,  but  kept 
above  board,  though  it  rained  hard. 

As  we  had  been  detained  fo  long  in  Sky  by 
bad  weather,  we  gave  up  the'fcheme  that  Col 
had  planned  for  us  of  vifiting  feveral  iflands, 
and  contented  ourfelves  with  the  profped  of 
jS^ing  Mull,  and  Icolmkill,  and  Inehkenneth, 
which  lie  near  to  it. 

Mr.  Simpfon  was  fanguine  in  his  hopes  for 
a  while,  the  wind  being  fair  for  us.  He  faid 
he  would  land  us  at  Icolmkill  that  night.  But 
when  the  wind  failed,  it  was  refolved  we  fhould 
make  for  the  Sound  of  Mull,  arid  land  in  the 
harbour  of  Tobermoric.  We  kept  near  the  five 
herring  veffeU  for  fome  time  $  but  afterwards 
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four  of  them  got  before  us,  and  one  litde 
wherry  fell  behind  us.  When  wc  got  in  full 
view  of  the  point  of  Ardnamurchan,  the  wind 
changed,  and  was  direftly  againil  our  getting 
into  the  found.  We  were  then  obliged  to  tack, 
and  get  forward  in  that  tedious  manner.  As 
we  advauiced,-  the  ftorm  grew  greater,  and  the 
fea  very  rough.  Col  then  began  to  talk  of 
makmg  for  Egg,  or  Canna,  or  his  own  ifland. 
Our  fkipper  faid,  he  would  get  us  inte  the 
Sound.  Having  ftruggled  for  this  a  good 
while  in  vain,  he  faid,  he  would  pufh  forward 
till  we  were  near  the  land  of  Mull,  where  we 
might  cail  anchor,  and  lie  till  the  morning ; 
for  although,  before  this,  there  had  been  a  good 
moon,  and  I  had  pretty  diftindly  feen  not  only 
the  land  of  Mull,  but  up  the  Sound,  and  the 
country  of  Morvenas  at  one  end  of  it,  the 
night  was  now  grown  very  dark.  Our  crew 
confided  of  one  McDonald,  our  fkipper,  and 
two  failors,  one  of  whom  had  but  one  eye : 
Mr.  Simpfon  himfelf.  Col,  and  Hugh  McDonald 
hi^  fervant,  all  helped. '  Simpfon  faid,  he  would 
willingly  go  for  Col,  if  young  Col  or  his  fer- 
vant would  undertake  to  pilot  us  to  a  harbour; 
but,  as  the  ifland  is  low  land,  it  was  dangerous 
^o  run  upon  it  in  the  dark.  Col  and  his  fer<* 
yant  appeared  a  little  dubious.  The  fcheme 
of  running  for  Canna  feemed  then  to  be  em* 
braced  ^  but  Canna  was  ten  leagues  oflFj  all  out 
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of  our  w^  y  and  they  were  afraid  to  attempt 
the  harbour  of  Egg.  All  thefe  different  plans 
were  fucceffively  in  agitation.  The  old  (kipper 
ftill  tried  to  make  for  the  land  of  Mull  3  but 
then  it  was  confidered  that  there  was  no  place 
there  where  we  could  anchor  in  fafety.  Much 
tinie  was  loft  in  ftriving  a'gainft  the  ftorm.  At 
laft  it  became  fo  roughs  and  threatened  to  be 
fo  much  worfe,  that  Col  and  his  fervant  took 
more  courage^  and  faid  they  would  undertake 
to  hit  one  of  the  harbours  in  Col.—**  Then 
let  us  run  for  it  in  Goo's  name^"  faid  the 
0cipp^ri  and  inft'antly  we  turned  towards  it. 
The  little  wherry  which  had  fallen  behind  us, 
had  .hard  work.  The  m after  begged  that,  if 
we  made  for  Col,  we  fhould  put  out  a  light  to 
him.  Accordingly  one  of  the  failors  waved  a 
glowing  peat  for  fome  time.  The  various 
difficulties  that  were  ftarted,  gave  me  a  good 
deal  of  apprehenfion,  from  which  I  was  re- 
lieved^ when  I  found  we  were  to  run  for  a  har- 
bour before  the  wind.  But  my  relief  was  but 
of  fhort  duration;  for  I  foon  heard  that  our 
fails  were  very  bad,  and  were  in  danger  of 
being  torn  in  pieces,  in  which  cafe  we  fhould 
be  driven  upon  the  rocky  fhore  of  Col.  It  was 
very  dark  indeed,  and  there  was  a  heavy  and  in- 
ceflant  rain.  Thefparks  of  the  burning  peat  flew 
fo  much  about,  that  I  dreaded  the  veflel  might 
take  fire.    Then^  as  Col  was  a  fportfman,  and 
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had  powder  on  boards  I  figured  that  we  might 
be  blown  up.  Sinnpfon  and  he  both  appeared  a 
little  frightened,  which  made  me  more  foj 
and  the  perpetual  talking,  or  rather  ihouting, 
which  was  carried  on  in  Erfe,  alarmed  me  ftill 
more*  A  man  is  always  fufpicious  of  what  is 
faying  in  an  unknown  tongue ;  and  if  fear  be 
his  paiTion  at  the  time,  he  grows  more  afraid.  . 
Our  veffel  often  lay  fo  much  on  one  fide,  that 
I  trembled  left  (he  fliould  be  overfet  j  and  in- 
deed they  told  me  afterwards,  that  they  had 
,  run  her  fometimes  to  within  an  inch  of  the 
water,  fo  anxious  were  they  to  make  what  hafte 
they  could  before  the  night  fhould  be  worfc.  I 
now  faw  what  I  nev^r  faw  before,  a  prodigious 
iea,  with  immenfe  billows  coming  upon  a 
veiTel,  fo  as  that  it  feemed  hardly  poflible  to 
efcipe.  There  was  fomething  grandly  horrible 
in  the  fight.  I  am  glad  I  have  feen  it  once. 
Amidft  all  thefe  terrifying  circumftances,  I 
endeavoured  to  compofe  my  mind.  It  was  not 
eafy  to  do  it ;  for  all  the  ftories  that  I  had 
heard  of  the  dangerous  failing  among  the 
Hebrides,  which  is  proverbial,  came  full  upon 
•fny  recoUeftion.  "When  I  thought  of  thofe  who 
were  deareft  to  me,  and  would  fufFer  feverely, 
Ihould  I  be  loft,  I  upbraided  myfelf,  as  not 
'having  a  fufficient  caufe  for  putting  myfelf 
in  fuch  danger.  Piety  afforded  me  comfort  -, 
ytt  I  was  difturbed  by  the  objections  that  have 
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been  made  againft  a  particular  providence^  anct 
by  the  arguments  of  thofe  who  maintain  that  it 
is  in  vain  to  hope  that  the  petitions  of  an  indi* 
vidualj  or  even  of  congregations,  can  have  any 
influence  with  the  Deity }  objections  which 
have  been  often  made,  and  which  Dr*  Hawkef- 
worth  has  lately  revived,  in  his  Preface  to  the 
Voyages  to  the  South  Seas ;  but  Dr.  Ogden*s 
excellent  doctrine  on  the  efficacy  of  intercef-^ 
fion^  prevailed. 

It  was  half  an  hour  after  eleven  before  we 
fet  ourfelves  in  the  Courfe  for  CoL  As  I  faw 
them  all  bufy  doing  fomething,  I  afked  Col> 
with  much  earncftnefs,  what  I  could  do.  He, 
with  a  happy  readinefs,  put  into  my  hand  a 
rope,  which  was  fixed  to  the  top  of  one  of  the 
mafts,  and  told  me  to  hold  it  till  he  bid  me 
pull.  If  I  had  cpnfidered  the  matter,  I  might 
have  feen  that  this  could  not  be  of  the  leaft 
iervice ;  but  his  objeft  was  to  keep  me  out  of 
the  way  of  thofe  who  were  bufy  working  the 
veflel,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  divert  my  fear, 
by  employing  me,  and  making  me  think  that  I 
was  of  ufe.  Thus  did  I  ftand  firm  to  my  poft, 
while  the  wind  and  rain  beat  upon  me,  always 
expedting  a  call  to  pull  my  rope. 

The  man  with  one  eye  ileered ;  old  McDo- 
nald, and  Col  and  his  fervant,  lay  upon  the 
fore-caftle,  looking  iharp  out  for  the  harbour. 
It  was  neceflary  to  carry  much  clotb,  as  they 
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termed  it,  that  is  to  fay,  much  fail,  in  order  to 
keep  the  reflel  off  the  fhorc  of  Col.  This  made 
vitrfent  phinging  in  a  rough  fca.  At  laft  Aey 
fpied  the  harbour  of  Lochiern,  and  Col  cried, 
«  Thank  God,  we  are  fafe ! ''  We  run  up  till 
we  were  oppofite  to  it,  and  loon  afterwards  we 
got  into  it,  and  caft  anchor. 

Dr.  Johnfon  had  all  this  time  been  quiet  and 
unconcerned.  He  had  lain  down  on  one  of 
the  beds,  and  having  got  free  from  ficknefs,  was 
fatisfied.  The  truth  is,  he  knew  nothing  all 
this  while  of  the  danger  we  were  In ;  but,  fear- 
Icfs  and  unconcerned,  might  have  faid,  in  the 
words  which  he  has  chofen  for  the  motto  to  his 
Rarnbkr^ 

^0  me  <unftte  rafit  tempefias,  diftror  b^/pes. 

Once^  durifig  the  doubtful  confultations,  he 
aiked  whither  we  were  going ;  and  upon  being 
told  that  it  was  not  certain  whether  to  Mull  or 
Gol,  he  cried,  "  Col  for  my  nnoney  ! " — I  now 
Went  down,  with  Col  and  Mn  Simpfbn,  to  vifit 
him.  He  was  lying  in  philofophick  tranquil- 
lity, with  a  greyhound  of  CoPs  at  his  back, 
keeping  him  warm.  Col  is  quite  die  Juvefiis 
quigaudet  canibuSj  He  had,  when  wc  left  Ta- 
liiker,  two  greyhounds,  two  terriers,  a  pointer, 
jind  a  large  Newfoundland  water-dog.  He  lolt 
one  of  his  terriers  by  the  road,  but  had  ftill 
five  dogs  with  him.  1  was  very  rll,  and  very 
deficous  to  get  to  Ihore.     When  I  was  told 

thac 
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that  we  could  not  land  that  night>  as  the  ilorm 
had  now  increafed,  I  looked  fo  miferably^  as  Col 
afterwards  informed  me,  that  what  Shakfpeare 
has  made  the  Frenchman  fay  of  the  EnglUh 
foldiers>  when  fcantily  dieted,  '^  Pite$us  tbej 
mil  looky  like  druwmd  mice  !  *'  might,  I  belkve> 
have  been  well  applied  to  me.  There  was  ia 
the  hirbour,  before  us,  a  Campbelltown  vefiel, 
the  Betty,  Kenneth  Moiiibn  mafter,  taking  in 
kelp,  and  bound  for  Ireland*  We  fent  o«r 
boat  to  beg  beds  for  two  gentlemen,  and  that 
the  mafter  would  fend  his  boat,  which  was 
larger  than  ours.  He  accordingly  did  fo,  and 
Col  and  I  were  accommodated  in  his  vefiel  till, 
the  nxirning. 

Monday  J  j^bOlfober. 
Ab6ut  eight  o'clock  we  went  in  the  boat  to 
Mr.  SFmpfon's  veflel,  and  took  in  Dr.  Johnfbn. 
He  was  quite  well,  though  he  had  tafted  no* 
thing  but  a  difh  of  tea  fince  Saturday  night. 
On  ouf  exprefllng  fome  furprize  at  this,  he 
faid,  that,  "  when  he  lodged  in  the  Temple, 
and  had  no  regular  fyftem  of  life,  he  had  fafted: 
for  two  days  at  a  time,  during  which  he  had 
gone  about  vifiting,  though  not  at  the  hours  of 
dinner  or  fupper ;  that  he  had  drank  tea,  but 
eat  no  bread  i  that  this  was  no  intentional  faft-» 
ing,  but  happened  juft  in  the  courfe  of  a  literary 

lifc."^ 

•  There 


There  was  a  little  mifcrablc  pUblick-hoviTe 

dofe  upon  the  fhore,  to  which  we  fliould  have 

goncj  had  we  landed  la(t  night :  but  this  morn-' 

ing  Col  refolved  to  take  us  diredly  to  the  houfe 

of  Captain  Lauchlan  M'Lean^  a  defcendant  of 

his  family^  who  had  acquired  a  fortune  in  the 

Eaft-Indies,  and  taken  a  farm  in  Col.     We  had 

about  an  Englifli  mile  to  go  to  it.     Col  and 

Jofcph,   and  fome  others^  ran  to  fome  litde 

horfes,  called  here  Sbelties^  that  were  running 

wild  on  a  heath,  and  catched  one  of  them.  We 

had  a  faddle  with  us,  which  was  clapped  upon 

it,  and  a  ftraw  halter  was  put  on  its  head.    Dr. 

Johnfon  was  then  mounted,  and  Jofeph  very 

flowly  and  gravely  led  the  horfe.     I  faid  to 

Dr.  Johnfon,  "  I  wi(h,  fir,  the  club  faw  you  in 

this  attitude*."  "^ 

It  was  a  very  heavy  rain,  and  I  was  wet  to 

the  Ikin.  Captain  M^I^ean  had  but  a  poor 
temporary  houfe,  or  rather  hut  ^  however,  it 
was  a  very  good  haven  to  us.  There  was  a 
blazing  peat-fire,  and  Mrs.  McLean,  daughter 
of  the  minifter  of  the  pari(h,  got  us  tea.  1  felt 
ftill  the  motion  of  the  fea.     Dr.  Johnfon  faid, 

-it 

*  This  curious  exhibition  may  perhapt  retniDd  fome  of 
my  readers  of  the  ludicrous  lines,  made  durii>g  Sir  Robert 
WalpoIe*s  adminiftration,  on  Mr.  George  (afrerwards.  Lord) 
Littleton 9  though  the  figures  of  the  two  perfonaget  rot^ft  ha 
allowed  to  be  very  different  i 

"  But  who  is  this  aftride  the  pony  | 

*<  So  long,  fo  lean,  io  lank,  To  bony  ?-« 

*<  Dat  be  de  great  orator,  Littleuoy.** 
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it  was  not  imaginatiorij  but  a  continuation  of 
motion  in  the  fluids,  like  that  of  the  Tea  itfelf 
after  the  ftorm  is  over. 

There  were  fomc  books  on  the  board  which- 
ferved  as  a  chimney-piece.  Dr.  Johnfon  took 
up  Burnett's./i^flr7  of  bis  own  Times.  He  faid, 
"  The  firft  part  of  it  is  one  of  the  moft  enttfr* 
taining  books  in  the  Engliih  language;  it  is 
quite  dramatick :  while  he  went  about  every 
where,  faw  every  where,  and  heard  every  where. 
By  the  firft  part,  I  mean  fo  far  as  it  ap«^ 
pears  that  Burnet  himfelf  was  actually  en- 
gaged in  what  he  has  told  ;  and  this  may  be 
eafily  diftinguiftied."  Captain  M'Lean  cenfurcd 
Burnet,  for  his  high  praife  of  Lauderdale  in  a 
dedication,  when  he  fhews  him  in  his  hiftory  to 
have  been  fo  bad  a  man. — Johnjm.  *'  I  do  not 
myfelf  think  that  a  man  (hould  fay  in  a  dedica* 
tion  what  he  could  not  fay  in  a  hiftory.  How- 
ever, allowance  fhould  be  made  \  for  there  is  a 
great  difference.  The  known  ftyle  of  a  dedi- 
cation is  flattery :  it  profciTes  to  flatter.  There 
is  the  fame  difference  between  what  a  man  fayt 
in  a  dedication,  and  what  he  fays  in  a  hiftory, 
as  between  a  lawyer's  pleading  a  caufe  and  rei- 
mporting it." 

The  day  paflfed  away  pleafantly  enough. 
The  wind  became  fair  for  Mull  in  the  evening, 
and  Mr,  Simpfon  refolved  to  fail  next  morning : 
but,  having  been  thrown  into  the  ifland  of  Col, 

A  a  we 


^e  were  unwilling  to  leave  it  unexamined^ 
eipecially  as  we  confidered  that  the  CampbeU 
town  veffel  would  fail  for  Mull  in  a  day  or 
t^ro  I  and  therefore  we  determined  to  day. 

* 

"Tuejdajy  ^ih  OSlober. 

I  rofe,  and  wrote  my  Journal  till  about  nine  v 

and  then  went  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  fat  up  in 

bed,  and  talked  and  laughed.     I  faid,  it  was 

curious  to  look  back  ten  years,  to  the  time 

when  we  firft  thought  of  vifiting  the  Hebrides. 

How  diftant  and  improbable  the  fchcrxic  then 

appeared !  Yet  here  we  wer^  aftually  among 

them. — "  Sir,  faid  he,  people  may  come  to  do 

any  thing  almoft,  by  talking  of  it.     I  really 

believe,  I  could  talk  myfelf  into  building  a 

houfe  upon  ifland  Ifa,  though  I  fhould  probably 

never  conrte  back  igain  to  fee  it.     I  could  ca- 

fily  perfuade  Reynolds   to  do  it;    and  there 

Would  be  no  great  fin  in  perfuading  him  to  do 

it;     Sir,  he  would  feafon  thus  :  *  What  will  it 

coft  me  to  be  there  once  in  two  or  three  fum- 

mers  ?-^Why,  perhaps,  five  hundred  pounds; 

and  what  is  thati  in  comparifon  of  having  a 

fine  retreat^   to  which. a  man  can  go,  or  to 

which  he  can  fend  a  friend  ? '    He  would  never 

find  out  that  he  may  have  this  within  twenty 

miles  of  London. — Then  I  would  tell  him, 

that  he  may  marry  one  of  the  Mifs  M^Lcods, 

a  lady  of  great  f^Dily.-^Sio  it  is  furprifing 

.   .  how 
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hbw  peoplt  will  go  to  a  diftance  for  what  they 
Aiay  have  at  home.  I  knew  a  ladjr  who  cam6 
tip  from  Lincolnftiirc  to  Knightfbridgc  with 
one  of  Ker  daughters,  and  gave  five  guineas  4 
week  for  a  lodging  and  a  warm  bath  j  that  is, 
mere  warm  water.  TTbat,  you  know,  could  not 
be  had  in  Lincolnjhire !  She  faid,  it  was  made 
cither  too  hot  or  too  cold  there." 

After  breakfaft,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I,  and  Jo-«- 
feph,  mounted  horfes,  and  Col  and  the  captain 
walked  with  Us  about  a  (hort  mile  acrofs  the 
ifland.  We  paid  a  vifit  to  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Heftor  McLean.  His  parifli  confifts  of  the 
iflands  of  Col  and  Tyr-yi.  He  Was  about  fe- 
venty-feven  years  of  age,  a  decent  ecclefiaftick^ 
dreifed  in  a  full  fuit  of  black,  and  a  black  wig« 
He  appeared  like  a  Dutch  paftor,  or  one  of  the 
affembly  of  divines  at  Weftrtiinfter.  Dr.  John- 
fon obferved  to  me  afterwards,  that  he  was  ^ 
fine  old  man,  and  was  as  well-drdflfed,  and  had 
as  much  dignity  in  his  appearan(!e  as  the  dean 
of  a  cathedral.  We  were  told,  that  he  had  a 
Valuable  library,  though  but  poor  accommo- 
dation for  it,  being  obliged  to  keep  his  books 
in  large  chefts.  It  was  curious  ta  fee  hinri  and 
-Dr.  Johnfon  together.  Neithet*  of  them  hfearc^ 
very  diftinftly ;  fo  each  of  theni  talked  in  hii 
own  way,  and  at  the  fame  time.  Mr.  M^Leati 
faid,  he  had  a  Confutation  of  Bayle,  by  Leib- 
Tiitz,  ^Jobnfon^  "  A  confutation  of  Bayle,  fir  I 

A  a  a  What 
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What  part  of  Bayle  do  you  mean  ?  The  grcrf-^ 
eft  part  of  his  writings  is  not  confutable :  it  it 
hiftorical  and  critical."— Mr.  McLean  faid„ 
•*  the  irreligious  part  s"  and  proceeded  to  talk 
of  Leibnitz's  controvcrfy  with  Clarke,  calling 
Leibnitz  a  great  mzn.^^Jobn/bn.  "  Why,  fir, 
Leibnitz  perfiiled  in  affirming  that  Newton 
called  fpace  fenforium  numinis,  notwithftanding 
he  was  correfted,  and  defircd  to  obferve  that 
Newton's  Words  were  quasi  Jenjoriim  numims. 
No,  fir;  Leibnitz  was  as  paltry  a  fellow  as  I 
inow.  Out  of  refpedl  to  Queen  Caroline,  wha 
patronifed  him,  Clarke  treated  him  too  well." 

During  the  time  that  Dr.  Johaibn  was  thu» 
going  on,  the  old  minifter  was  (landing  with  his 
t)ack  to  the  fire^  crefting  up  ere6t^  pulling  down 
the  front  of  his  perriwig,  and  talking  what  a 
great  man  Leibnitz  was.  To  give  an  idea  of 
the  fcene,  would  require  a  page  with  two  co- 
lumns i  but  it  ought  rather  to  be  rcprefcntcd 
by  two  good  players.  The  old  gentleman  faid, 
Clarke  was  very  wicked,  for  going  fo  much 
into  the  Arian  fyftcm.  *'  I  will  not  fay  he  wat 
wicked,  faid  Dr.  Johnfon ;  he  might  be  mif- 
taken." — McLean.  *'  He  was  wicked,  to  fhut 
his  eyes  againil  the  Scriptures  ^  and  worthy 
men  in  England  have  fince  confuted  him  to  all 
intents  and  purpofcs." — Jobnfan.  *^  I  know  not 
ipbo  has  confuted  him  to  all  intents  and ptirpojes.** 
•A^-Here  again  there  was  a  double  talking,  each 

continuing 
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^conunuing  to  maintain  his  own  argument, 
without  hearing  exadly  what  the  other  faid. 

1  regretted  that  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not  prac- 
tice the  art  of  accommodating  himfelf  to  di& 
•ferent  forts  of  people.  Had  he  been  fofter 
with  this  venerable  old  maa«  we  might  havd 
had  more  converfation  i  but  his  forcible  fpirit^ 
and  impetuofity  of  manner,  may  be  faid  td 
fpare  neither  fex  nor  age.  I  have  feen  evea 
Mrs4  Thrale  (tunned  s  but  I  hav^e  often  main* 
tained,  that  it  is  better  kc  fliould  retain  hii 
own  manner.  Pliability  of  addrefs  I  conceive 
to  be  inconfiftent  with  that  majeftick  power  of 
jnind  which  he  pofleffes,  and  which  produces 
fuch  noble  efieds.  A  iofty  oak  will  not  bend 
Jike  a  fupplc  willow^ 

He  told  me  afterwards,  he  liked  firmnefs  in 
ilrt  old  man,  and  was  pleafed  to  fee  Mr.  M'Lean 
fo  orthodox.  '*  At  his  age,  it  is  too  late  for  a 
man  to  he  afiking  himfelf  queftions  as  to  his 
fcdief." 

We  rode  to  the  northern  part  of  the  ifland, 
inhere  we  faw  the  ruins  of  a  church  or  chapeU 
We  then  proceeded  to  a  place  called  Griffipo^, 
jor  the  rough  Pool. 

At  Griffipol  we  found  a  good  farm-houfc, 
belonging  to  the  Laird  of  Col,  and  poffcSjfid 
by  Mr.  M'Sweyn.  On  the  beach  here  there  is 
a  Angular  variety  of  curious  ftones.  I  picked 
tip  one  very  like  a  fmall  cucumber.    By  the 

Aa;j  byq, 
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bye,  Dr.  Johnfon  told  me,  that  Gay's  line  in 
the  Beggar's  Opera^  "  As  men  fhould  fcrvc  a 
eucnmber,  &c/'  has  no  waggi(h  meaning,  with 
reference  to  men  flinging  away  cucumbers  as 
too  coolings  which  fome  have  thought  5  fpr  it  has 
been  a  common  faying  of  phyficians  in  Eng- 
land, that  a  cucumber  fhould  be  well  diced, 
and  dreffcd  with  pepper  and  vinegar,  and  then 
thrown    out,    as   good    iox    nothing.  —  Mr^ 
M^Sweyn*s  predeceflbr$  had  been  in  Sky  from 
^  very  remote  period,  upon  the  eftate  belong- 
ing  to   M^Leod  i    probably   before   M*Lcod 
l^ad  it.      The   name  is  certainly  Norwegian^ 
from  SuenOy    King  of   Norway.      This   Mr, 
^*Sweyn  left  Sky  upon   the  late  M*l-.eod*s 
raifing  his  rents.     He  then  got  this  farjn  from 

Col, 

He  appeared  to  be  near  fourfcore;  but 
looked  as  frefh,  and  was  as  ftrong^  as  a  m^n 
pf  ftfty.  His  fon  Hugh  looked  older ;  and,  as 
Dr.  Johnfon  obferved,  had  more  the  manners 
C|f  an  old  man  than  he.  I  had  often  heard  of 
fuch  inft^nc^s,  but  never  faw  one  before, 
Mrs.  M^Sweyn  was  a  decent  old  gentlewoman. 
She  was  dreffed  in  tartan,  and  could  ipeak  no-i 
thing  but  Erfe.  She  faid,  ihe  had  taught  Sir 
James  M'EJonald  Erfe,  and  woyld  teach  me 
ib6n.  I  could  now  fing  a  verfe  of  the  fonj 
flat^mfeafneriy  made  in  honour  of  Allan;"^ 
f^mpi^s  Captain  of  Clanranald;^  who  .fcll"^'^ 

^hcrrif, 
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Sherrif-mmr,  and  of  whom  his  fervant,  who 
lay  on  the  field  watching  his  dead  body,  being 
afked  next  day  who  that  was,  anfwcred,  "  He 
was  a  man  ycfterday." 

We  were  entertained  here  with  a  primitive 
heartinefs.  Whilky  was  Icrved  round  in  a 
fliell,  according  to  the  ancient  Highland  ctif- 
tom.  Dr.  Johnfon  would  not  partake  of  it  ^ 
but,  being  delirous  to  do  honour  to  the  modes 
'*  of  other  times,"  drank  fome  water  out  of  the 
ifaell. 

In  the  forenoon  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  **  it  would 
require  great  refignation  to  live  in  one  of  theffc 
iflands." — Bo/weli.  "  I  don't  know,  fir;  I  have 
felt  myfelf  at  times,  in  a  ftate  of  almofl:  mere 
phyfical  esuftence,  fatisfied  to  eat,  drink  and 
fleep,  and  walk  about,  and  enjoy  my  own 
thoughts ;  and  I  can  figure  a  continuation  of 
this." — Jobnfon.  "Aye,  firj  but  if  you  were 
fliut  up  here,  your  own  thoughts  would  tor- 
ment you :  you  would  think  of  Edinburgh  or 
London,  and  that  you  could  not  be  there."    ' 

We  fet  out  after  dinner  for  Breacacba,  tne 
family  feat  of  the  Laird  of  CoJ,  accomp aniea 
by  the  young  laird,  who  had  now  got  a  horle, 
and  by  the  younger  Mr.  M'Sweyn,  whofe  wif^ 
had  gone  thither  before  us,  to  prepare  every 
thing  for  our  reception,  the  laird  and  his 
family  being  abfent  at  Aberdeen,  It  is  called 
Breacacha,   or  the  Spotted  Field  s  becaufe  in 
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fuiqmer  it  is  enamelled  with  clover  and  daiQn, 
as  young  Col  told  me.  .  We  paflfed  by  a  place 
vhere  there  is  a  very  large  (lone»  I  may  call  it 
a  rock; — "  a  vaft  weight  for  Ajax."  The 
tradition  is>  that  a  giant  threw  fuch  another 
Itone  at  his  miftrefs  up  to  the  top  of  a  hill  at  s( 
fmall  diftance  -,  and  that  (he,,  in  return,  threw 
this  mafs  down  to  him.     It  was  all  in  fport. 

Mdlo  me  fetit  lajciva  fuella. 

As  we  advanced,  we  came  to  a  large  extent 
of  plain  ground.  I  had  not  (een  fuch  a  place 
for  a  long  time.  Col  and  I  took  a  gallop  qpon 
it  by  way  of  race.  It  was  yery  r^frelhing  tot 
me,  after  having  been  fo  long  taking  Ihort 
fteps  in  hilly  countries.  '  It  was  like  (tretching 
9  man*^  kgs  after  being  cramped  in  a  fliort 
bed.  We  alfo  paflifd  clofe  by  a  large  extent 
af  fand  hills,  pear  two  miles  fquare*  Dr, 
Johnfon  faid,  '^  he  never  had  the  image  before. 
\t  was  horrible,  if  barrennefs  and  danger  could 
be  fo,"  I  heard  him,  after  we  were  in  the 
houfe  of  Breacacbfii  repealling  to  himfelf,  as  he 
walked  about  the  room, 

**  And,  fmother'd  in  the  dufty  whirlwind,  dies.'* 

Probably  he  had  been  thinking  of  the  whole 
of  the  fimile  in  CatOy  of  which  that  is.  the  con- 
cluding line  :  the  fandy  defart  had  ftruck  him 
fo  ilrongly.    The  fand  has  of  late  been  blown 

pver 
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pver  a  good  deal  of  meadow ;  and  the  people 
of  the  illand  fay>  that  their  father^  remembered 
much  of  the  fpace  which  is  now  covered  with 
fand,  to  have  been  under  tillage.  Col's  houfe 
is  fituated  on  ^  bay  called  Breacacba  B^y .  Wc 
found  here  a  neat  new-built  gentleman's  houfe, 
better  than  any  we  had  been  in  fince  we  were 
at. Lord  Errors.  Dr.  Johnfon  relifhed  it  much 
gt  firft,  but  foon  remarked  to  me,  that  ^*  there 
was  nothing  becoming  a  Chief  about  it:  it  was 
a  mere  tradefman's  box."  He  feemed  quite  at 
home,  and  no  longer  found  any  difficulty  in 
ufing  the  Highland  addrefs ;  for  as  foon  as  we 
arrived,  he  faid,  with  a  fpirited  familiarity, 
^  Now  Col^  if  you  could  get  us  a  difh  of  tea*** 
—Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  had  each  an  excellent 
bed-room.  We  had  a  difpute  which  of  us  had 
the  beft  curtains.  His  were  rather  the  beft, 
being  of  linen ;  but  I  infifted  that  my  bed  had 
the  beft  pofts,  which  was  undeniable.  *^  Well, 
(aid  he  i  if  you  have  the  b^ft  pqfts,*  v»6  will  have 
you  tied  to  them,  and  whipped." — I  mention 
this  flight  circumftance,  only  to  fliew  how 
ready  he  is,  even  in  mere  trifles,  to  get  the 
better  of  his  antagonift,  by  placing  him  in  a 
ludicrous  view*  I  have  known  him  ibmetimet 
ufe  the  fame  art,  when  hard  prefled,  in  ferious 
difputation.  Goldfmith,  I  remember,  to  reta^ 
liate  for  many  a  ievere  defeat  which  he  has 
fufiered  from  him,  applied  to  him  a  lively  fay- 
ing 
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ing  in  one  of  Gibber's  corned ies»  which  puts 
this  |>art  of  his  character  in  a  ftrong  light.-— 
•*  There  is  no  arguing  with  Johnfon  5  for,  if 
hh  fiftol  mijfes  fire^  be  knocks  you  down  with  the 
htP-end  of  iV." 

Wednejdayy  6tb  OEloher. 
After  a  fufficiency  of  fleep,  we  afTembled  at 
breakfaft.  We  were  juft  as  if  in  barracks. 
Every  body  was  mafter.  We  went  and  viewed 
the  old  caftle  of  Qo\y  which  is  not  far  from  the 
prefent  houfe,  near  the  fhore,  and  founded 
on  a  rock.  It  has  never  been  a  large  feudal 
lefidence,  and  has  nothing  about  it  that 
requires  a  particular  defcription.  Like  other 
old  inconvenient  buildings  of  the  fame  age,  it 
exemplified  Gray's  pifturefque  lines, 

'*  Huge  windows  that  exclude  the  light, 
"  And  pailages  that  lead  to  nothing." 

It  may  however  be  worth  mentioning,  that 
on  the  fecond  flrory  we  faw  a  vault,  which  was, 
and  ftilf  is,  the  family  prifbn.  There  was  a 
woman  put  into  it  by  the  laird,  for  theft, 
within  thefe  ten  years ;  and  any  offender  would 
be  confined  there  yet  5  for,  from  the  neceffity 
of  the  thing,  as  the  ifland  is  remote  from  any 
power  eftablifhed  by  law,  the  laird  muft  exer- 
cife  his  jurifdiftion  to  a  certain  degree. 
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We  were  (hewn,  in  a  corner  of  this  vault,  ^ 
hole,  into  which  Col  faid  greater  criminals  ufe4 
to  be  put.  It  was  now  filled  up  with  rubbifli 
of  different  kinds.  He  faid,  it  was  of  a  great 
depth.  **  Aye,  (faid  Dr.  Johnfon,  fmiling,) 
all  fuch  places,  that  are  filled  up^  were  of  a  great 
depth."  He  is  very  quick  in  (hewing  that  he 
does  not  give  credit  to  carelefs  or  exaggerated 
accounts  of  things.  After  feeing  the  caAle, 
we  looked  at  a  fmall  hut  near  it.  It  is  called 
Teigb  Francbicby  i.  e.  the  Frenchman's  Houfe- 
Col  could  not  tell  us  the  hiftory  of  it.  A  poor 
man  with  a  wife  and  children  now  lived  in  it. 
We  went  into  it,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  gave  them 
fbme  charity.  There  was  but  one  bed  for  all 
the  family,  and  the  hut  was  very  fmoky. 
When  he  came  out,  he  faid  to  me,  **  Et  hoc 
/ecundum  fententiam  pbilofapborum  eji  ejfe  heatus^^ 
-^BoJwelL  *'  The  philofbphers,  when  they 
placed  happinefs  in  a  cottage,  Aippofed  clean- 
linefs,  and  no  fmoke/' — Johnfon.  **  Sir,  they 
did  not  think  about  either.*' 

We  walked  a  little  in  the  laird's  garden,  in 
which  endeavours  have  been  ufcd  to  rear  fome 
trees  s  but>  as  foon  as  they  got  above  the  fur- 
rounding  wall,  they  died.  Dr.  Johnfon  re- 
commended fowing  the  feeds  of  hardy  trees^ 
inftead  of  planting. 

Col  and  I  rode  out  this  morning,  and  viewed 

fL  part  of  t|ie  ifland.     ]tq  the  courfe  of  our  ride^ 

a  we 
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we  faw  a  turnip -fields  which  he  had  hoed  widi 

Ilk  own  hands.     He  firfl:  introduced  this  kind 

of  huftandry  into  the  Wcftcrn  iflands.    Wc. 

alfo  looked  at  an  appearance  of  lead,  which 
feemed  very  promifing.      It  has  been  l(mg 

known;  for  I  found  letters  to  the  lace  iaiid 
froni  Sir  John  Arefkine  and  Sir  Alei^ander 
Murray,  refpefting  it. 

After  dinner,  came  Mr.  McLean,  of  Cor- 
iieck,  brother  to  IQe  of  Mock»  who  b  a  cadet 
of  the  family  of  CoL  He  poflfefTes  the  two 
ends  of  Col  which  belong  to  the  Duke  of 
ArgylL  Corneck  had  lately  taken  a  leafe  of 
then)  at  a  very  advanced  rent^  rather  than  kt 
the  Cait^belU  get  a  footing  in  the  ifland,  one 
of  whom  had  offered  nearly  as  m^uch  as  he.  Dn 
Johnfonwell  obferved^that  ^^andlords  err  much 
when  they  calculate  merely  what  their  land 
HMy  yield..  The  rent  mull  be  in  a  propor* 
donate  ratio  of  what  the  land  may  yield,  and 
of  the  power  of  the  tenant  to  make  it  yiekL 
A  tenant  cannot  make  by  his  land,  but  accord- 
ing to  the  corn  and  cattk  which  ke  has.  Sup- 
pofe  you  ibouild  give  him  twice  as  nruch  land 
as  he  has,  it  does  him  no  good,,  unlefs  he  gets 
alfo  more  ftock.  it  is  clear  the0,"that  the 
Highland  landlords,  who  let  their  fubftandai 
tenants  leave  them,  are  infatuated;'  for  the 
poor  fmaU  tenants  cannot  give  them  gao4 
rents,  from  the  very  nature  of  things*    They 

have 
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J)av6  not  the  means  of  railing  more  from  their 
farms."  Corneck,  Dr.  Johnfon  faid,  was  the 
mod  diftin£t  man  that  he  had  met  with  in  thefe 
ifles ;  he  did  not  (hut  his  eyes^  or  put  his  fingera 
en  his  ears,  which  he  feemed  to  think  was  » 
good  deal  the  mode  with  molt  of  the  people^ 
Vhom  we  have  feen  of  late. 

^urjdayy  ^tb  OSlober. 

Captain  McLean  joined  us  this  morning  at 

breakfaft.     There  came  on  a  dreadful  ftorm  of 

wind  and  rain^  whicK  continued  all  day,  and 

rather  increafed  at  night.     The  wind  was  di« 

reAly  againfl:  our  getting  to  Mull.     We  were 

in  a  ftrange  ftate  of  abilraftion  from  the  world  i 

we  could  neither  hear  from  our  friends,  nor 

write  to  them.    Col  had  brought  Daille  on  the 

Fafbers,  Lucas  on  Happine/s,   and  More's  D/tf- 

(ftgtuSf  from  the  Reverend  Mr.  McLean's,  and 

Burnet's  fSJiory  of  bis  own  Times  from  Captain 

McLean's  -,  and  he  had  of  his  own  fome  books 

of   farming,    and  Gregory's    Geometry.      Dr. 

Johnfon  read  a  good  deal  of  Burnet,  and  of 

Gregory,  and  I  obferved  he  made  fome  geome- 
trical notes  in  the  end  of  his  pocket-book.  I  read 

a  little  of  Young's  Six  Weeks  Tour  through  the 

Southern  Counties  ;  and  Ovid's  Epiftles,  which 

[  had  bought  at  Invernefs,  and  which  helped  to 

iblace  many  a  weary  hour. 

We  were  to  have  gone  with  Dr.  Johnfon  this 

morning  to  fee  the  mine ;  but  were  prevented 

I  by 
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by  the  ftorm.  While  it  was  raging,  he  faid, 
**  We  may  be  glad  we  arc  not  damnati  adtnc'^ 
talla." 

Friday,  %th  OSober. 
Dr.  Johnfon  appeared  to-day  very  weary  cf 
our  prefcnt  confined  fituation.     He  faid,  "  1 
want  to  be  on  the  main  land,  and  go  on  with 
cxiftence.     This  is  a  wafte  of  life." 

I  ftiall  here  infert,  without  regard  to  chro- 
nology, fome  of  his  converfation  at  different 
times. 

**  There  was  a  man  fome  time  ago,  who  was 
well  received  for  two  years,  among  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Northamptonftiire,  by  calling  him- 
felf  my  brother.     At  laft  he  grew  fo  impudent 
,  ^  as  by  his  influence  to  get  tenants  turned  out  of 

'  their  farms.     Allen  the  Printer,  who  is  of  that 

county,    came    to    me,    aflcing,    with   much 

appearance  of  doubtfulness,  if  I  had  a  brother; 

[  and  upon  being  affured  I  had  none  alive,  he 

\  told  me  of  the  impofition,  and  immediately 

wrote  to  the  country,  and  the  fellow  was  dif- 
;  miffed.     It  pleafed  me  to  hear  that  fo  much 

I  was  got. by  ufing  my  name.     It  is  not  every 

name  that  can  carry  double  j  do  both  for  a 
I  man's  felf  and  his  brother  (laughing.)  1  fhould 

\  be  glad  to  fee  the  fellow.     However,  I  could 

f  have  done  nothing  againft  him.     A  man  caft 

have  no  rcdrefs  for  his  name  being  ufed,  or 
I  ridiculous 

■  4  • 
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ridiculous  ftorles  being  told  of  him  in  tl» 
news-papers,  except  he  can  fhew  that  he  has 
fbffered  damage. — rSome  years  ago  a  foolilh 
piece  was  publiflied,  faid  to  be  written  *  fy 
S.  Jobnfon.*  Some  of  my  fri-ends  wanted  mc 
to  be  very  angry  about  this.  I  faid,  it  would 
be  in  vain ;  for  the  anfwer  would  be, '  S.  Jcbnfi)» 
may  be  Simon  Johnfon,  or  Simeon  Johnfon, 
or  Solomon  Johnfon ;'  and  even  if  the  full 
name,  Samuel  Johnfon,  had  been  ufed,  it 
might  be  faid,  ^  It  is  not  you  ^  it  is  a  much 
cleverer  fellow/ 

*^  Beauclerk  and  I,  and  Langton,  and  Lady' 
Sydney  Beauclerk,  mother  to  our  friend,  were 
one  day  driving  in  a  coach  by  Cuper's  Gardens^ 
which  were  then  unoccupied*  I,  in  iport^ 
propofed  that  Beauclerk  and  Langton,  and  my- 
felf,  (hould  take  them ;  and  we  amufed  our- 
fclves  with  fcheming  how  we  fhould  all  do  our 
parts.  Lady  Sydney  grew  angry,  and  faid^ 
'  an  old  man  fhould  not  put  fuch  things  in 
young  people's  heads.*  She  had  no  notion  of 
9  joke,  fir  i  had  come  late  fnto  life,  and  had  a 
mighty  unpliable  underftanding/' 

"  Carte's  U/e  of  the  Duke  ofOrmond  is  conli- 
dcred  as  a  book  of  authority;  but  it  is  ill- 
written.  The.  matter  is  difFufed  in  too  many 
words  J  there  is  no  animation,  no  comprcflion, 
no  vigour.  Two  good  volumes  in  duodecimo 
might  be  made  out  of  the  two  in  folio." 

Talking 
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Talking  of  our  confinement  here,  I  obfervcd^ 
that  our  difcontent  and  innpatience  could  not 
be  confidered  as  very  unrcafonable ;  for  that 
we  were  juft  in  the  ftate  of  which  Seneca  com- 
plains fo  grievoufly,  while  in  exile  in  Corfica. 
"  Yes,  faid  Dr.  Johnfon,  and  he  was  not  farther 
from  home  than  we  arc."  The  truth  is,  he  was 
much  nearer. 

'  There  was  a  good  deal  of  rain  to-day,  and 

the  wind  was  ftill  contrary.  Cofneck  attended 
me,  while  I  amufed  myfelf  in  examining  a  col- 
leftion  of  papers  belonging  to  the  family  of 
Col. '  The  firft  laird  was  a  younger  fon  of  the 
Chieftain  McLean,  ar.d  got  the  middle  part  of 
Col  for  his  patrimony.  Dr.  Johnfon  having 
given  a  very  particular  account  of  the  con- 
Ae^lioQ  between  this  family  and  a  branch  of 

\  the  family  of  Camerons,  called  M'Lonich,  I 

fliall  only  infert  the  following  document, 
(which  I  found  in  Col's  cabinet,)  as  a  proof  of 
hi  continuance,  even  to  a  late  period  : 

To  the  Laird  of  Col. 
'  ^  Dear  Sir, 

"THE  long-ftanding  traft  of  firm 
afFeftionate  friendlhip  'twixt  your  worthy  pre- 
deceflbrs  and  ours,  aflFords  us  fuch  aflTurance,  as 
that  we  may  have  full  relyance  on  your  favour 
and  undoubted  friendlhip,  in  recommending 
the  bearer,  Ewen  Cameron,  our  coufin,  fon  to 
the  deceaft  Dugall  M*Connill  of  Innermaillie, 
*  Ibmetime  in  Glenpeaxi^  to  your  favour  and  con- 

duft. 


f  369  ] 

dtift> .  who  is   a   man   of  undoubted  honefty 
and  difcretion,  only  that  he  has  the  misfortune 
of  being  alledged  to  have  been  acccfTory  to  the 
killing  of  one  of   M^Martin's   family   about 
fourteen   years   ago,    upon  which  alledgeancc 
the  M*Martin's   are  now  fo  fanguine  on   re- 
venging, that  they  are  fully  refolved  for  the 
deprivation  of  his  life  j  to  the  preventing  of 
which  you  are  relyed  on  by  usj  as,  the  only  fit 
inftrument,  and  a  moft  capable  perfon.   There- 
fore your  favour  and"  protection  is  expected 
and   intreated,    during    his    good  behaviour; 
and  failing  of  uhich  behaviour,  you'll  pleafe  to 
life  him  as  a  moft  infignificant  perfori  deferves* 
^*  Sir,  he  had,  upon  the  alledgeance  forefaid> 
been  tranfported,  at  Lochiel's  defire,  to  France, 
to  gratify  the  Macmartins^   and  upon  his   re- 
turn  home,   about  five  yeafs  ago,   married  i 
But  now  he  is  fo  much  threatened  by  the  Mac- 
martins,  that  he  is  not  fecure  enough  to  ftay 
where  he  -is,  being  Ardmurchan,   which  occa- 
fions  this  trouble  to  you.     Wilhing  profperity 
and  happinefs  to  attend  ftill  yourfelf,  worthy 
Lady,  and  good  family,  we  are,  in  the  moil 
afFeiflionate  manner.         Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obliged,  afFedlionate, 
and  moft  humble  fervants, 

iDuGALL  CameHon,  of  StronCy 
Dug  ALL  Cameron,  of  Barvy 
DuGALL  Camerom,  of  InviriJkvouilHni^ 
.  DuGALL  Camerow,  of  Invinvalic'^ 

B  b  Ewcn 


\ 
\ 


1 370 1 

£wcn  Cameron  was  proteftcd,  and  his  fbs 
has  now  a  farm  from  the  L^rd  of  Col^  in  MuU. 

The  family  of  Col  was  very  loyal  in  the 
time  of  the  great  IVIontrofe,  from  whom  I  found 
two  letters^  in  his  own  hand-writings  The 
firft  is  as  follows  t 

For  wff  very  loving  friend  the  Laird  of  CoaU. 
«  Siry 

^^  I  muft  heartily  thank  yov  for  all 
your  willingnefs  and  good  affection  to  his 
Majefty's  fervicc,  and  particularly  the  fending 
alongs  of  your  fon^  to  who  I  will  heave  ane 
particular  refpe6tj  hopeing  alfo  that  you  will 
ftill  continue  ane  goode  inftrument  for  the  ad- 
vanceing  ther  of  the  King's  fervicc>  for  which» 
and  all  your  former  loyal  carriages^  be  confi- 
dent you  fhall  fynd  the  effeds  of  his  Mas 
^vouFj  as  they  can  be  witnefled  you  by 

Youp  vcFy  faithful!  freinde> 

Sfrcthearne,  MoHTRjOSK,** 

20  Jan .  iCi(.^ 

The  othcF  is>. 

for  the  Laifd  of  Col. 

^Sir, 

«»  HAVING  occafion  to  write  to  your 
iield^^  I  cannot  be  forgetful  of  your  Willingnefs 
and  good  affeftion  to  his  Majefty's  fervice.  I 
acknovv  ledge  to  you,  and  thank  you  heartily 
for  it ',  afluring^  diat  in  what  Lyes  in  my  power, 

you 
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ybu  fnall  find  the  good«  Mean  while^  I  (hall 
cxpeft  that  you  will  continue  your  loyal  endea- 
vours, in  wilhing  thofc  flack  people  that  ar6 
about  you,  to  appear  more  obedient  than  they 
do,  and  loyal  in  theil:  prince's  fcrviccj  whereby 
1  aflurc  you^  you  fliall  find  me  cvef 

Your  faithful  friend, 

A**'.*.*^'-:  /r  MONTROSB*.'* 

27  April,  1646. 

I  found  fonie  tiricoUth  lined  oh  the  de^h  of 
the  prefent  laird's  father,  intituled  "  Nature's 
Elegy  upon  the  Death  of  Donald  Maclean  of 
Col."  They  are  not  wdrth  infcrtion;  I  (hall 
only  give  what  is  called  |iis  Epitaph,  which 
Dr.  Johnfon  faid>  •*  was  npt  fo  very  bad." 

**  Nature's  minion^  Virtue's  wonder^ 
'*  Art's  corredive,  here  lyei  under." 

1  aikcdi  what  ^*  Art*^  cdrrcdlivc  '•  meant; 
"  Why,  fir,  faid  he^  that  the  laird  was  fo  exqui- 
fitc,  that  he  fct  Art  righti  whcii  flie  was  wrong.", 

I  found  feveral  letters  to  the  late  Col,  from 
my  father's  old  companion  at  Paris,  Sir  Heftor 
McLean,  one  of  which  wai5  written  at  the  time 
of  fettling  the  colony  in  Georgia.  It  difibades 
Col  from  letting  people  go  there,  and  aflfures 
him  there  will  foon  be  an  opportunity  df  em- 
ploying them  better  at  home^    Hence  it  ap- 

B  b  2  pears 

*  n  Jt  obfenrable  that  men  of  the  firft  rank  fpelt  very  III  iii 
thelaft  century.  In  the  Br(l  uf  thcfe  letters  I  have  pref;:iviid 
the  original  fpellfiia* 
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pears  that  emigration  from  the  Highhmds, 
though  not  in  fuch  numbers  at  a  time  as  of 
XatCi  has  always  been  praftifed;  Dr.  Johnfon 
obferved,  that,  "  inftead  of  unproving  their 
country,  they  diminifhed  their  people/* 

There  are  feveral  diftrifts  of  fandy  def*art  in 
Col.  There  are  forty-eight  lochs  of  frefh 
water;  but  many  of  them  are  very  fmall,— 
mere  pools.  About  one  half  of  them,  how- 
ever, have  trout  and  eel.  There  is  a  great 
number  of  horfes  in  the  ifland,  moftly  of  a  fmall 
fize.  Being  over-ftocked,  they  fell  fome  in 
Tir-yi,  and  on  the  main  land.  Their  black 
cattle,  which  are  chiefly  rough-haired,  arc 
reckoned  remarkably  good.  The  climate 
being  very  mild  in  wintcfr,  they  never  put 
their  beafts  in  any  houfe.  The  lakes  are 
never  frozen  fo  as  to  bear  a  man  ;  and  fnow 
never  lies  above  a  few  hours.  They  have  a 
good  many  flieep,  which  they  eat  moftly  them- 
felves,  and  fell  but  a  few.  They  have  goats  in 
feveral  places.  There  are  no  foxes  i  no  ferpents, 
toads,  or  frogs,  nor  any  venomous  creature. 
They  have  otters  and  mice  herej  but  had  no 
rats,  till  lately  that  an  American  vcflel 
brought  them.  There  is  a  rabbit-warren  on 
the  north  eaft  of  the  ifland,  belonging  to  the 
Duke  of  Argyll.  Young  Col  intends  to  get 
fome  haf  es,  of  which  there  are  none  at  prefent. 
There  are  no  black-cock,  muir-fowl,  nor  par- 
tridges i 
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tridges;  but  there  are  fnipe,  wild-duck,  wild-.- 
gccfc,  and  fwans,  in  winter ;  wild  pigeons,  plo- 
ver, and  great  numbers  of  ftarlings;  of  which  I 
fliot  fome,  and  found  them  pretty  good  eating. 
Woodcocks  come  hither,  though  there  is  not  a 
tree  upon  the  ifland.  There  are  no  rivers  in 
Col ;  but  oniv  fome  brooks,  in  which  there  is  a 
great  variety  of  fifli.  In  the  whole 'ifle  there  arc 
but  three  hills,  and  none  of  thenS  confiderablc, 
for  a  Highland  country.  The  people  are  very 
induftrious.  Every  man  can  tan.  They  get  oak, 
and  birch-bark,  and  lime,  from  the  main  land» 
Some  have  pits  ;  but  they  commonly  ufe  tubs. 
I  faw  brogues  very  well  tanned ;  and  every  man 
can  make  them.  They  all  make  candles  o£ 
the  tallow  of  their  beafts,  both  moulded  and- 
dipped ;  and  they  all  make  oil  of  thelivers  o^ 
filh.  The  little  fifh  called  Cuddies  produce  a 
great  deal.  They  fell  fome  oil'  out  of -the 
ifland,  and  they  ufe  it  much  for  light  in  their 
houfes,  in  little  iron  lamps,  moft  of  which  they 
have  from  England  -,  but  bf  late  their  own 
blackfmith  makes  them.  He  is  a  good  vfotk^ 
man ;  but  he  has  no  employment  in  ihoemg 
horfes,  for  they  all  go  uhfliod  here,  except  fome 
of  a  better  kind  belonging  to  young  Col, 
which  were  now  in  Mull.  There  arc  two  car* 
penters  in  Col ;  but  moft  of  the  inhabitants 
can  do  fomething  as  boat- carpenters;  They 
can  all  dye.    Heath  is  ufed  £6r  yellow ;  and 

B  b  3  for 


[374] 

for  red,  a  moft  which  graws  oo  ftones.  Tkcf 
make  broad-ctoth,  and  tartan  and  linen^  of 
their  own  wool  and  flax,  fufEcient  for  their 
own  ufe;  as  alfo  (lockings.  Their  bonnets 
come  froai  the  main  land.  H^d-warc  an4 
ieveral  fmall  articles  are  brought  annually  froa^ 
Greenocki  and  fold  in  the  only  fhop  in  the 
idand^  which  is  kept  near  the  houie,  or  rather 
hut,  ufed  for  publick  worihip,  there  being  no 
church  in  the  ifl^nd. — The  inhabitasnts  of  Col 

.  have  increafed  confiderably  within  theic  thirty 
years,  as  appears  frocn  the  parifli  regifters* 
There  are  but  three  confiderable  tackfmen  on 
Col's  pait  of  the  i(land :  the  reft  is  let  tq 
fiaall  ten^nts^  fome;  of  whom  pay  fo  low  a  rem 
as  four,  three,  ari  even  two  guines^,  Th^ 
l^igheil  ift  fevcn  pounds,  paid  *by  a  farmer, 
whole  fon  g0€}$  yearly  on  foot  to  Aberdeen  for 
education^  and  in  fumnicr  returns,  and  a^  as 
a  fchool-mafter  iq  Col,  Dr.  Johnfon  faid, 
^  There  i$  lomething  noble  in  a  young  man'« 
walking  two  hundred  miles  and  back  again, 
every  year,  for  the  fake  of  learmng." 

This  day  a  oqnober  of  people  came  to  Col, 
with  complaints  qf  each  other's  tr^fpafles. 
Cornecki  to  prevent  their  being  tFoubl^fojne^ 
told  them,  that  the  lawyer  from  Edinburgh 

^was  here,  and,  if  they  did  not  agree,  he  would 
take  them  to  talk.  They  were  alarmed  at  this; 
laiil  they  hacl  qcvw  b^^ti  qfcd  to  go  to  law, 

and 
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«nd  hoped  Col  would  fettle  matters  him&lf.— 
la  the  evening  Corneck  left  us. 

Saturday,  gtb  O^oher. 
Asy  in  cur  prefent  confinement,  any  thing 
that  had  even  the  name  of  curious  was  an  ob* 
jeft  of  attention^  I  'propofed  that  Col  fhoul4 
Ihow  me  the  great  done,  mentioned  in  a  for* 
mer  page,  as  having  been  thrown  by  a  giant 
to  the  top  of  a  mountain,  Br.  Johfifon,  who 
did  not  like  to  be  left  alone>  faid  he  would 
accompany  us  as  far  as  riding  was  praAicable. 
We  afcended  a  part  of  the  hill  on  horfeback^ 
and  Col  and  I  fcrambled  up  the  reft.  A  fer^ 
vant  held  our  horfes^  and  Dr.  Johnfon  placed 
himfelf  on  the  ground,  with  his  back  againft  a 
iarge  fragment  of  rock«  The  wind  being  high» 
he  let  down  the  cocks  of  his  hat,  and  tied  it 
with  his  h^indkerchief  under  his  chin.  While 
we  were  employed  in  examining  the  ftonc, 
which  did  not  repay  our  trouble  in  getting  to 
ir,  he  amufed  himfelf  with  reading  Gacaker  oh 
Lots  and  on  the  Chrijiian  Watcb^  a  very  learned 
book,  of  the  laft  age,  which  had  been  found 
in  the  garret  of  Col's  houfe,  and  which  he  faid 
was  a  treafure  here.  When  we  defcried  him 
from  above,  he  had  a  mod  eremitical  appear- 
ance ;  and  on  our  return  told  us,  he  had  been 
fo  much  engaged  by  Gataker,  that  he  had 
never  miffed  us.  His  avidity  for  a  variety  of 
bpoks^  while  we  were  in  Col,  was  frequently 
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cxproflfcd ;  and  he  often  connplaincd  that  fo  few 
were  within  his  -reach.  Upon  which  I  obfervcd 
to  him,  that  it  was  ftrange  he  fhould  complain 
of  want  of  books,  when  he  could  at  any  time 
make  Inch  good  ones. 

We  next  proceeded  to  the  lead  mine.  In 
cur  way  we  came  to  a  ftrand  of  fome  extent, 
where  we  were  glad  to  take  a  gallop,  in  which 
my  learned  friend  joined  with  great  s^lacrity. 
Dr.  Johnfon,  mounted  on  a  large  bay  marc 
without  (hoes,  and  followed  by  a  foal,  which 
had  fome  difficulty  in  keeping  up  with  him, 
was  a  Angular  fpeftacle. 

After  examining  the  mine,  we  returned 
through  a  very  uncouth  diftrift,  flill  of  fand 
hills ;  down  which,  though  apparent  precipices, 
our  horfes  carried  us  with  fafety,  the  fand  al- 
ways gently  Aiding  away  from  their  feet. 
Veftiges  of  houfes  were  pointed  out  to  us, 
which  Col,  and  two  others  who  had  joined  us, 
afierted  had  been  overwhelmed  by  fand  blown 
over  them.  But,  on  going  clofe  to  one  of 
theni.  Dr.  Johnfon  fhewed  the  abfurdity  of  the 
notion,  by  remarking,  that  ?'  it  was  evidently 
onlv  a  houfe  abandoned,   the  Hones  of  which 

0 

had  been  taken  away  for  other  purpofes ;  for 
the  large  ftones,  which  form  the  lower  part 
of  the  walls,  were  ftill  (landing  higher  than 
the  fand.  If  ihey  were  not  blown  over, 
it  was  clear  nothing  higher  than  they  could  be 
blown  over.*'     This  was  quite  convincing   tQ 
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tnc ;  but  it  made  not  the  leaft  impneflion  on 
Col  and  the  others,  who  were  not  to  be  argued 
out  of  a  Highland  tradition. 

We  did  not  fit  down  to  dinner  till  between 
fix  and  feven.  We*lived  plentifully  here,  and 
had  a  true  welcome.  In  fuch  a  feafon,  good 
firing  was  of  no  fmall  importance.  The  peats 
were  excellent,  and  burnt  cheerfully.  Thofe 
at  Dunvegan,  which  were  damp.  Dr.  Johnfon  • 
called  "  a  fullen  fuel.'' 

Blenheim  being  occafionally  mentioned,  he 
told  me  he  had  never  feen  it ;  he  had  not  gone 
formerly ;  and  he  would  not  go  now  ju(t  as  a 
common  fpeftator,  for  his  money ;  he  would 
pot  put  it  in  the  power  of  fome  man  about  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  to  fay,  *  Johnfon  was 
here ;  I  knew  him,  but  I  took  no  notice  of 
him.'  He  faid,  he  would  be  very  glad  to  fee 
it,  if  properly  invited,  which  in  all  probability 
would  never  be  the  cafe,  as  it  was  not  worth 
his  while  to  feck  for  it. — I  ob'fcrved,  that  he 
might  becafily  introduced  there  by  a  common 
friend  of  ours,  nearly  related  to  the  duke.  He 
anfwered,  with  an  uncommon  attention  to  de- 
licacy of  feeling,  "  I  doubt  whether  our  friend 
be  on  fuch  a  footing  with  the  duke  as  to  carry 
any  body  there  ;  and  I  would  not  give  him  the 
uneafinefs  of  feeing  that  I  knew  he  was  not,  or 
f  ven  of  being  himfelf  reminded  of  it." 

Sunday^ 
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Sundof^  lofb  OSober. 
There  was  this  day  the  moft  terrible  ftoim 
of  wind  and  rain  that  I  ever  renfiember.  It 
made  fbch  an  awful  impreflion  on  us  all,  as  to 
produce,  for  feme  time,  a  kind  of  difmal  quiet- 
nefs  in  the  houie.  The  day  was  pafled  without 
much  convcrfation :  only,  upon  my  oblenring 
that  there  mufl:  be  fbmcthing  bad  in  a  man's 
mind,  who  does  not  like  to  give  leafes  to  his 
tenants^  but  wishes  to  keep  them  in  a  perpe* 
tual  wretched  dependence  on  his  will.  Dr. 
Johnfon  faid,  **  You  arc  right :  it  is  a  man^s 
duty  to  extend  comfort  and  fccurity  among  as 
many  people  as  he  can.  He  (hould  not  wilh  to 
have  his  tenanants  mere  Efhemer4ey^-^mtve  be- 
ings of  an  hour." — Bafwell.  "  But,  fir,  if  they 
have  leafes,  is  there  not  fome  danger  that  they 
may  grow  infblent  ?  I  remember  you  yourfelf 
once  told  me,  an  £ngli(h  tenant  was  fe 
independent,  that,  if  provoked,  he  would  fbrin9 
his  rent  at  his  hndlord.^^-^Jobnfon.  **  Depend 
upon  it,  fir,  it  is  the  landlord's  own  fault,  if  it 
is  thrown  at  him.  A  man  may  always  keep 
his  tenants  under  dependence  enough,  though 
they  have  leafes.  He  muft  be  a  good  tenant, 
indeed,  who  will  not  fall  behind  in  his  rent,  if 
his  landlord  will  let  him  ;  and  if  he  does  not 
fall  behind,  his  landlord  has  him  at  his  mercy. 
Indtcd,  the  poor  man  is  always  much  at  the 
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m^rcy  of  the  rich ;  no  matter  whether  landlord 
or  tenant.  If  the  tenant  lets  his  landlord  have 
a  little  rent  before-hand^  or  has  )ent  him 
|7ioney>  then  the  landlord  is  in  his  power. 
There  cannot  be  a  greater,  nian  than  a  tenant 
who  has  lent  money  to  his  landlord;  for  he 
has  under  fubje£tion  the  very  man  to  whom  hd 
Should  be  fubjedted." 

We  had  fomedays  ago  engaged  the  Camp* 
belltown  veflel  to  carry  w  to  Mull»  from  the 
harbour  where  £he  lay.  The  morning  was  fine, 
and  the  wind  fair  and  moderate ;  ib  we  hoped 
%t  length  to  get  away. 

Mrs.  M<Sweyn»  who  officiated  as  our  land- 
lady here^  had  never  been  on  the  main  land. 
On  hearing  this>  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  to  me^ 
before  her,  *^  That  is  rather  being  behind- hand 
with  life.  I  would  at  leaft  go  and  fee  Glenelg." 
— Be/well.  ^*  You  yourfelf,  fir,  have  never 
(een>  till  now,  any  thing  but  your  native 
ifland." — Johnfon.  "  Bur,  fir,  by  feeing 
Xx>ndon,  I  hav):  feen  as  much  of  life  as  the 
world  can  fhew."-?-j5£/w«//.  *«  You  have  not 
feen  Vt]s:inr—^JobnJon.  •*  What  is  Pekin  ?^  Ten 
thoufand  Londoners  would  Aive  all  the  people 
of  Pekin  :  they  would  drive  them  like  deer/* 

We  fct  out  about  eleven  for  the  harbour ; 
l)Ut^  before  we  reached  it,,  fo  violent  a  ftorm 

came 
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came  on,  that  we  were  obliged  again  to  take 
jBieher  in  the  houfe  of  Captain  McLean,  where 
we  dined,  and  pafled  the  night. 

^uejday^  i  ^th  OSloher. 

After  breakfaft,  we  made  a  fccond  attempt 
to  get  to  the  harbour ;  but  another  ftorm  foon 
convinced  us  that  it  would  be  in  vain.  Cap- 
tain M*Lean*s  houfe  being  in  fome  confufioni 
on  account  of  Mrs.  McLean's  being  expedtcd 
to  lie-fn,  we  rcfolved  to  go  to  Mr.  M'Sweyn's, 
where  wc  arrived  very  wet,  fatigued,  and 
hungry.  In  this  fituation,  we  were  fomcwhat 
difconcerted  by  being  told  that  we  fhould 
have  no  dinner  tilllare  in  the  evening;  but 
ihould  have  tea  in  the-mean  time.  Dr.  Johnfbn 
oppofed  this  arrangement ;  but  they  perfifted, 
and  he  took  the  tea  very  readily.  He  faid  to 
sne  afterwards,  **  You  muft  confidcr,  fir,  a 
dinner  here  is  a  matter  of  great  confequence. 
It  is  a  thing  to  be  firft  planned,  arid  then  exe- 
cuted. I  fuppofe,  the  mutton  was  -  brought 
fome  miles  off,  from  fome  place  where  they 
knew  there  was  a  flieep  killed." 

Talking lof  .the  good  people  iVith  whonni  wc 
were,  he  faid,  "  Life  has  not  got  at  all  for- 
ward by  a  generation-Mn  M^Sweyn's  family; 
for  the  fori  is  cxadlly  formed  upon  the  father. 
What  the  father  fays,  the  fon  fays ;  and  what 
the  father  looks,  the  fon  looks." 

There 
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There  being  little  converfation  to-night,  t 
muft  endeavour  to  recoUeft  what  I  may  have 
omitted  on  former  occaGons. — ^When  I  boaftcd, 
at  Rafay^  of  my  independency  of  fpirit^  and 
that  I  could  not  be  bribed,  he  faid,  "  Yes,  you 
may  be  bribed  by  flattery." — ^At  the  Reverend 
Mr.  McLean's,  Dr.  Johnfon  afked  him,  if  the 
people  of  Col  had  any  fuperftitions.  He  faid, 
"  No."  The  cutting  peats  at  the  incrcafe  of 
the  moon  was  mentioned  as  one ;  but  he  would 
not  allow  it,  faying,  it  was  not  a  fuperftition^ 
but  a  whim.  Dr.  Johnfon  would  not  admit  the 
diftinftion.  There  were  many  fupcrftitions,  he 
maintained,  not  conneded  with  religion ;  and 
this  was  one  of  them. — On  Monday  we  had  a 
difpute  at  the  Captain's,  whether  fand-hiJls 
could  be  fixed  down  by  art.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid^ 
"  How  iJbe  devil  can  you  do  it  ?"  but  infl:antly 
correfted  himfelf,  "  How  can  you  do  it  ?" — I 
never  before  heard  him  ufe  a  phrafe  of  that 
nature* 

He  has  particularities  which  it  is  impoffible 
to  explain.  He  never  wears  a  night- cap,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned ;  but  he  puts  a  hand- 
kerchief on  his  head  in  the  night. — The  day 
that  we  left  Talifker,  he  bade  us  ride  on.  He 
then  turned  the  head  of  his  horfe  back  towards 
Talilker,  flopped  for  fome  time ;  then  wheeled 
round  to  the  fame  diredtion  with  ours,  and  thea 
came  brifkly  after  us.  He  fets  open  a  window 
in  the  coldeil  day  or  night,  and  ftaods  before  it. 

It 


[  38a  ] 
It  may  do  with  his  conftitudon;  but  mo(fc 
people,  amongft  whom  I  am  one,  would  fay, 
with  the  frogs  in  the  fable,  **  This  may  be 
Iport  to  you  5  but  it  is  death  to  us/* — It  is 
in  vain  to  try  to  find  a  meaning  in  every  one 
of  his  particularities,  which,  I  fuppofe,  arc  mere 
habits,  contrafted  by  chance  j  of  which  every 
man  has  fome  that  arc  more  or  lefs  remark- 
able. His  fpeaking  to  himfclf,  or  rather  re- 
peating, is  a  common  habit  with  fhidious  men 
accuftomed  to  deep  thinkings  and,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  being  thus  rapt,  they  will  even 
laugh  by  themfclves,  if  the  fubjedt  which  they 
are  muGng  on  is  a  merry  one.  Dn  Johnfon 
is  often  uttering  pious  ejaculations,  when  he 
appears  to  be  talking  to  himfelf  j  for  fonietim^s 
his  voice  grows  ftronger,  and  parts  of  the 
lx)rd*s  Prayer  are  heard,  I  have  fat  befide 
him  with  more  than  ordinary  reverence  on  fuch 
occafions  *• 

In  our  Tour,  I  obferved  that  he  was  difgufted 
whenever  he  met  with  coarfe  manners.  He 
faid  to  me,  "  I  know  not  how  it  is,  but  I  can- 
not bear  low  life :  and  I  find  others,  who  have 
as  good  a  right  as  I  to  be  faftidious,  bear  it 
better,  by  having  mixed  more  with  different 
forts  of  men.  You  would  think  that  X  have 
mixed  pretty  well  too."  He 

*  It  i<  remtrkabU,  that  Dr.  Jokiifon  Oiould  (lav^  retd  thif 
aocQunt  of  Toine  of  bis  own  peculiar  habita,  without  fajin^ 
anjr  thing  on  thc-fMbjcft,  which  I  hoped  be  would  bavedvuc' 
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He  res(d  this  day  a  good  deal  of  my  Journal, 
written  in  a  fmall  book  with  which  he  had 
fupplied  me^  and  was  plcafed^  for  he  faid,  ^  I 
wilh  thy  books  were  twice  as  big/'  He  helped 
me  to  fill  up  blanks  which  I  had  left  in  firft 
writing  it>  when  I  was  not  quite  fure  of  what 
he  had  laid,  and  he  corre£ted  any  miftakes  that 
I  had  made.  **  They  call  me  a  fcholar,  faid  he, 
and  yet  how  very  little  literature  is  there  in  my 
converfation." — Bcfwell.  **  That,  fir>  muft  be 
according  to  your  company.  You  would  not 
give  literature  to  thofe  who  cannot  mfte  it. 
Stay  till  we  meet  Lord  Eli  bank." 

We  had  at  la(t  a  good  dinner,  or  rather 
fupper,  and  were  very  well  fatisfied  with  our 
entertainment. 

Col  called  me  up,  with  intelligence  that  it 
was  a  good  day  for  a  paflage  to  Mull ;  and  juft 
as  we  rofe,  a  failor  from  the  veflel  arrived  for 
us.  We  got  all  ready  with  difpatch.  Dr. 
Johnion  was  difpleaied  at  my  buftling^  and 
walking  quickly  up  and  down.  He  faid,  <^-  It 
does  not  haften  ps  a  bit.  It  is  getting  on 
horfeback  in  a  (hip.  All  boys  do  it;  and  you 
are  longer  a  boy  than  others."  He  himfelf  has 
no  alertnefs,  or  whatever  it  may  be  called  \  fa 
he  may  diflike  it^  as  Odmmt  bilarem  iriftes. 

Before 


Before  w§. reached  the  harbour,  the  Wind 
grew  high  again.  However,  the  fmall  boat 
was  waiting,  and  took  us  on  board.  We  re- 
mained for  fome  time  in  uncertainty  what  to 
do  :  at  laft  it  was  deterniined,  that,  as  a  goo4 
part  of  the  day  was  over,  and  it  was  dangerous 
to  be  at  fea  at  night,  in  fuch  a  veffcl,  and  fuch 
weather,  we  fliould  not  fail  till  the  morning 
tide,  when  the  wind  would  probably  be  more 
gentle.  We  refolved  not  to  go  aftiore  again, 
but  lie  here  in  readincfs.  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I 
had  each  a  bed  in  the  cabbin.  Col  fat  at  the 
ifire  in  the  forecaftle,  with  the  captain,  and 
Jofeph,  and  the  reft.  I  eat  fome  dry  oatmeal, 
of  which  I  found  a  barrel  in  the  cabbin.  I  had 
not  done  this  fince  I  was  a  boy.  Dr.  Johnfon 
owned  that  he  too  was  fond  of  it  when  a  boy; 
a  circumftance  which  I  was  highly  pleafed  to 
hear  from  hinn,  as  it  gave  me  an  opportunity 
of  obfcrving  that,  notwithftanding  his  joke  on 
the  article  of  oats,  he  was  himfelf  a  proof 
that  this  kind  of  food  was  not  peculiar  to  the 
people  of  Scotland. 

^hurjdayy  i/^^b  0 Sober. 
When  Dr.  Johnfon  awaked  this  morning, 
he  called,  "  Lankf  !  "  having,  I  fuppofe,  been 
thinking  of  Langton ;  but  correfted  himfelf 
inftantly,  and  cried,  "  Bozzy  !  "  He  has  a  way 
of  contracting  the  names  of  his  friends.    Gold- 
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fmith  fceh  himfclf  fo  important  not^,  as  to  be 
difpleafed  at  it.  I  remember  one  day,  when 
Tom  Davies  was  telling  that  Dn  Johnfon  faid, 
*'  We  are  all  in  labour  for  a  name  to  Goldfs 
play,"  Goldfinith  cried,  "  I  have  often  defired 
him  not  to  call  me  GolJy^^ 

Between  fix  and  feven  ,we  hauled  our  anchor, 
&nd  fet  fail  witb  a  fair  breeze  j  and,  after  a 
pleafant  voyage,  we  got  fafely  and  agreeably. 
into  the  harbour  of  Tobermorie,  befo;-e  the 
wind  role,  which  ir  always  has  done,  for  fomc 
days,  about  noon. 

Tobermorie  is  an  excellent  harbour.  An  ifland 
iies  before  it,  and,  it  is  furroonded  by  a  hilly 
theatre*  The  ifland  is  too  low,  other^ifc  this 
would  be  quite  a  fecure  port ;  but,  as  the  ifland 
is  not  high  enough,  fomc  ftorms  blow  very* 
hard  here.  Not  long  ago,  fifteen  vefl^els 
were  blown  from  their  moorings.  There  are 
fometimes  fixty  or'fevcnty  fail  here:  to-day 
there  were  twelve  or  fourteen  veflelsi '  To  fee 
fuch  a  fleet  was  the  next  thing  x.o  feeing  a  town. 
The  veflTels  were  from' diflrrcnt  places;  Clyde, 
Campbdltown,Newcaftle>  &<i.  One  was  return- 
ing to  Lancafter  from  Hamburgh.  After 
having  been  fliut  up  fo  long  in  Col,  the  fight 
of  fuch  an  aflcmblage  of  moving  habitations, 
containing  fuch  a  variety  of  people,  engaged  in 
different  purfuits,  gave  me  much  gaiety  of  fpi- 
rit.     When  wc  had  landed.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid, 

C  c  «  Bofwcll 
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^  Bofwell  is  now  aJll  alive.   Ht  is  like  Antasu^v 
ke  gets  new  vigour  whenever  he  touches  the 
ground." — I  went  to  the  t<^  of  a  hill  fronting, 
the  harbour,  fcom  whence  I  had  a  good  view 
of  ir.   We  had  hece  a  tolerable  inn.   Dr.  John- 
fon  had  owned  to  me  this*  morning,  that  he  was 
out  of  humour.    Indeed,  he  fhewed  it  a  good 
deal  ia  the  (hip  s  for  when  I  was*  exprefllng  my 
joy  on  the  protpeS:  of  our  landing  in  Mull^v  he 
faid>  he  had  ne  joy,  when  he  recoUefled  that  it 
woulil  be  five  days  before  he  fhould  get  to-  the 
main  land.     I  was  afraid  he  would  now  take  k 
fudden  refolution  to  give  up  feeing  Icolmkill, 
A  dUh  of  teay  and  fome  good  bread  and  butter, 
did  hrm  fervice,,  and  his  bad  humour  went  off. 
I  told  him,,  that  I  was  diverted  to  hear  all  thr 
people  whom  we  fiad  vifited  in  our  Touf>  {ay» 
'^  Hone/i  man  I  he's  pleafed  withr  every  thing  i 
he's  always  content ! "— ^"  Little  do  they  know, 
faid  I.    He  laughed,  and  faid,  ^'  You  rogue ! 

Wc  fent  to  hire  horfts  to  carry  us  acrofs  th^ 
idand  of  Mdil.  to  the  fhore  oppofite  to  Inch^ 
kenneth,  tlie  Fefi4ence  of  Sir  Allan  McLean, 
uncle  to  young  Col/  and  Chief  of  the  M^I^ans^ 
to  whofe  houfe  we  intended  to  go  the  next 
morning.  Our  friend  Col  Went  to  vi£c  hi* 
aunt,  the  wife  of  Dr.  Alexander  McLean,  a 
phyfician,  who  lives  aboufr  a^  mile  fcom  Tober- 
inorie« 


ft 
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Br.  Johnfon  and  I  fat  by  ourfelvcs  at  the  inrii 
bnd  talked  a  good  deal.-^I  told  him,  that  I 
had  foiindi  in  Leandro  Alberti's  Defcription 
of  Italy^  a  good  deal  of  what  Addifon  has 
given  us   in  his  Remarks^     He  faid,    '*  The 

•  •  •     • 

coUedion  of  paflfages  from  theClaflicks  has  been 
made  by  another  Italian :  it  is,  however,  im- 
poflible  to  deteft  a  man  as  a  plagiary  in  fuch  a 
cafe,  becaufe  all  who  fet  about  making  fuch 
a  collection  mufl:  find  the  fame  paflages ;  but 
if^  you  find  the  fame  applications  in  another 
book,  then  Addifon's  learning  in  his  Remarks 
tumbles  down.  It  is  a  tedious  book  ;  and,  i^ 
ft  were  not  attached  to  Addifon's  previous  re- 
putation, *  one  would  not  thiiik  much  of  it. 
Had  he  written  nothing  elfe,  his  name  would 
not  have  lived.  Addifon  does  not  feem  to  have 
gone  deep  in  Italian  literature :  he  ihews  no- 
thing of  it  in  his  fubfequent  writings.  He 
(hews  a  great  deal  of  French  learning.— Ther^ 
is,  perhaps,,  more  knowledge  circulated  in  the 
Prench  language  than  in  any  other.  There  is 
more,  original  knowledge  in  Englifh." — "  But 
the  French  (faid  1)  have  the  aft  of  accomnio- 
dating'  literature." — John/on.  "  Yes,  fir ;  we 
have  no  fuch  book  as  Moreri*s  Didtion^ry.''*-^ 
Bo/well.  "  Their  Jna  are  good.**— Job^M.  "  A 
few  of  them  are  good  ^  but  we  have  one  book 
of  th^at  kind  better  than  any  of  them ;  Selden'fi 
^able-talk^      As    to    original    literature,    th« 

Cc  a  French 
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French  have  a  couple  of  tragick  poets  who  go^ 
round  the  world,  Racine  and  Comeilhy  and  one 
comick  poet,  Moliere^^-^^Bo/welL  "  They  have 
Fenelon** — Jobnjon.  "  Why,  fir,  Telemaebus  is 
pretty  wtWr—Bofwell.  "  And  Voltaire^  fir." — 
Jobnjon.  "  He  has  not  ftood  his  trial  yet.  And 
what  makes  Voltaire  chiefly  circulate,  is  col- 
leftion;  fuch  as  his  Univerfal  tliftory.^*''^EoJwelL 
*'  What  do  you  fay  to  the  Biftiop  of  Meausc  ?  " 
^^Jobnjon.  "  Sir,  nobody  reads  him  *". — He 
would  not  allow  Mafftllon  and  Bourdaloue  to 
go  round  the  world.  In  general,  however,  he 
gave  the  French  much  praife  for  their  in- 
duftry* 

He  aflccd  me  whether  he  had  mentioned,  in 
any  of  the  papers  of  the  Rambler^  the  defcrip- 
tion  in  Virgil  of  the  entrance  into  Hell,  with 
an  application  to  the  prefs  j  "  for  (faid  he)  I  da 
not  much  remember  them."  I  told  him,  '^^  No.** 
Upon  which  he  repeated  it : 

Veftibulum  antd  ipfuni)  primifque  in  faucibus  orci> 
La6hi8  et  ultric'es  pofuere  cubilia  Curae ; 
Pallentefqne  habitant  Morbi,  triftifque  Senedas, 
EtMetasj  et;  j&alafuada  Fames^  et  turpis  £gellas, 
Terriblles  vifu  formae;  Lethumque^ .  Laborque. 

•*'NoWy  (faid  he,)  almoft  all  thefe  apply  exa^Uy 
to  an  authour :  all  thefe  are  the  concomitants  of 

a  print*; 

^  I  take  leave  to  enter  ray  ftrongeft  proteft  again  ft  this 
judgement.  Boffmt  I  hold  to  be  one  of  the  firft  lummariet  o( 
itligion  and  literature^  If  there  are  who  do  notread  bim,  ir 
it  full-time  thej  ihould  begin. 


[  389  ] 

M  printing-houfe."  I  propofed  to  him  to  dic- 
tate an  cflay  on  it,  and  offered  to  wrftc  it.  He 
faid,  he  would  not  do  it  then,  but  perhaps 
would  write  one  at  fome  future  period. 

The  Sunday  evening  that  we  fat  by  ourfelves 
at  Aberdeen,  I  alkcd  him  feveral  particulars  of 
his  life,  from  his  early  years,  which  he  readily 
told  me  J  and  I  wrote  them  down  before  him^ 
This  day  I  proceeded  in  my  inquiries,  alfo 
writing  them  in  his  prcfence-  I  have  them  on 
detached  fheets.  I  ihall  colled  authentick  ma- 
terials for  The  Life  of  Samuel  Johnson, 
TUL.t). ',  ^nd,  if  I  furvive  him,  I  Qiall  be  one 
who  will  moft  faithfully  do  honour  to  his  me- 
mory. I  have  now  a  vaft  treafure  of  his  con- 
yerfation,  at  different  times,  (incc  the  year  1762^ 
when  I  firft  obtained  his  acquaintance ;  and^ 
Jby  afliidyogs  inquiry,  I  can  make  up  for  not 
knowing  him  fooner*. 

A  Newcaftle  ftiip-maftcr,  who*  happened  to 
be  in  the  houfe,  intruded  himfelf  upon  us.  He 
yrsis  much  in  liquor,  and  talked  nonfenfe  about 
his  being  a  man  for  ff^ilkes  and  Uberiy^  and 
agamft  the  miniftry.  Drr  Johnfon  was  angry^ 
that  "  a  fellow  fhould  come  into  our  company, 
who  was  fit  for  no  cempany.'*  He  left  us  foon. 

Cc  3  Col 

*  It  is  no  fmal]  fatisfadlion  to  me  to  reie^,  that  pr.  JohnfoQ 
read  tbi«;  and,  after  jbeing  appriied  of  miy  intention,  commul 
nicated  to  roe,  at  Aibfequent  periods,  many'particuJars  of  Kit 
life,  which  probably  cpuld  not  olherwife  have  been  prefefved. 
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Col  returned  from  his  aunt^  and  told  us^  fhe 
infifted  that  we  (hould  come  to  her  houfe  that 
pight.  He  introduced  to  us  Mr.  Campbell, 
the  Duke  of  Argyle*s  faftor  in  Tyr-yi.  He 
was  a  genteel^  agreeable  man.  He  was  gcnn|; 
to  Inveraray,  and  promifed  to  put  letters  into 
the  poft-office  fqr  us.  I  now  found  that  Pr. 
Johnfbn's  defire  to  get  on  the  main  land,  aroi^ 
ifrom  his  anxiety  to  have  Bfl  opportunity  qf 
conveying  letter?  to  his  friends. 

After  dinner,  we  proceeded  to  Pr.  M^l^csu^'^y 
which  was  about  a  mile  from  our  inn,  He 
was  not  at  home,  but  we  were  received  by  his 
lady  and  daughter,  who  entertained  us  fo  well, 
that  Dr.  Johnfon  feemed  quite  happy.  When 
yfC  had  fupped,  he  afked  me  to  give  him  fome 
paper  to  write  letters,  I  begged  he  woul^ 
write  fliort  ones,  and  not  expa^iaU,  as  we  (hould 
fct  off  early.  He  was  irritated  by  this,  and 
ftid,  "  What  muft  be  done,  muft  be  done ; 
the  thing  is  paft  a  joke."—"  Nay,  fir,  faid  I, 
-write  as  much  as  you  pleafe;  but  do  not  blame 
me,  if  we  are  kept  fix  days  before  we  get  to  the 
main  land.  You  was  very  imps^tient  in  the 
morning ;  but  no  fooner  do  you  find  yourfelf 
in  good  quarters,  than  you  forget  that  you  are 
to  move/*  I  got  him  paper  enough,  and  w^ 
parted  in  good  humour. 

Let  me  now  rccoUeft  what«ever  particulars  I 
|iay?  omitted. — In  th^-morning  I  fa^d  to  hiip, 

before 
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tefor/  wc  landed  at  Tobermoric,  ^*  Wc  fliatl 
fee  Dr.  M'Lcan,  who  has  written  the  Hiftorf 
of  the  M^Ljjans."* — John/on.  "  I  hayc  ;io  great 
patience  to  ftay  to  hear  the  hiftory  of  the 
WLeans,  I  would  rather  hear  the  Hiftory  oif 
the  Thrales.-— When  on  Mull,  I  faid,  «  Welj, 
fiij  this  is  the  fourth  of  the  Hebrides  that  we 

liavc  been  upon.**-.-^!^^^**  *'  ^^7*  ^'^  cannot 
boaft  of  the  nHntber  we  have  feen .  We  thought 
wc  ihould  fee  many  more.  We  thought  of 
failing  about  eafily  from  ifland  to  idand  i  and 
ib  we  (hould,  had  we  come  at  a  better  feafon  s 
but  we,  being  wife  men,  thought  it  would  be 
fummer  all  the  year  where  we  were.  However, 
fir,  we  have  feen  enough  to  give  us  a  pretty 
good  notion  of  the  fyftem  of  infular  life/'-^ 
Let  me  not  forget,  that  he  fometimes  amufed 
binnffelf  with  very  flight  readings  from  which, 
fcowever,  his  converfation  (hewed  that  he  con- 
trived to  extraft  fome  benefit.  At  Captain 
M'liCan's,  he  read  a  good  deal  in  The  Charmer, 
9  coUeftion  of  fong^. 

Friday,  i  ^tb  OSIoher. 
We  this  morning  found  that  we  cotdd  not 
proceed,  there  being  a  violent  ftofm  of  wind 
and  rain,  and  the  rivers  being  impaflable. 
When  I  exprefied  my  difcontent  at  our  con- 
^nement.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid^  '^  Now  that  I 
liave  had  an  opportunity  of  writi^ig  to  the  main 
land  J  I  am  in  no  fuch  hafte/*    I  was  amufed 

C  c  4  with 
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with  his  being  fo  eafily  fatisficd ;  for  the  tryth 
was,  that  the  gcntlernan  who  was  to  convey 
our  letters,  .as  I  was  now  informed,  was  not 
to  fct  out  for  Inveraray  for  fomc  tinne ;  fo  that 
it  was  probable  we  fhould  be  there  as  fooa  as 
he :  however,  I  did  not  undeceive  my  friend, 
but  fufFered  him  to  enjoy  his  fancy,  • 

Dri  Jqhnfon  a|ked,  in  the  evening,  to  Tee 
Dr.  McLean's  books.  He  took  down  Willis 
deJnima  Brutorumy  and  pored  over  it  a  good  deal. 

Mifs  McLean  produced  fome  Erfe  poems  by 
John  M'Lean,  who  was  a  famous  bard  in 
Mull,  and  had  died  only  a  few  ye^rs  ago.  He 
could  neither  read  nor  write.  She  read  and 
tranQated  two  of  them  j  one,  a  kind  of  elegy 
on  Sir  John  M*I-*ean's  being  obliged  to  fly  his 
country  in  J7155  another,  a  dialogue  between 
two  Roman  Catholick  young  ladies,  fifters, 
whether  it  was  better  to  be  a  nun  or  to  marry. 
I  could  not  perceive  much  poetical  imagery  in 
the  tranflation.  Yet  all  of  our  company  who 
underftood  Erfe,  fecmed  charmed  with  the 
original.  There  may,  perhaps,  be  fome  choice 
of  expreflion,  and  fome  excellence  of  arrange- 
pientj  that  capnot  be  (hewn  in  tranflation. 

After  we  had  exhaufted  the  Erfe  poems, 
of  which  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  nothing,  Mifs 
McLean  gave  us  feyeral  tunes  on  a  fpinnct, 
which,  though  made  fo  long  ago,  as  in  1667, 
was  ftill  ycry  well  toned.     She  fung  along  with 

it.      Drt  Johnfon  fceipcd  •  pleafed  with   the 

*     •  mufick. 
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cnpfickj  though  he  owns  he  neither  likes  i(, 
nor  has  hardly  any  perception  of  it.  At  Mr. 
M'Pherfon'Sj  in  Sl^tc,  he  told  us  that  "  he  knew 
a  drunm  from  a  trumpet,  and  a  bagpipe  from  a 
guittar,  which  was  about  the  e?ctent  of  his 
knowledge  of  mufick."  To-night  he  faid,  that, 
*^  if  he  had  learnt  mufick,  he  ihould  have  been 
afraid  he  would  have  done  nothing  e]fe  than 
play.  It  was  a  method  of  employing  the  mind, 
ivithopt  the  labour  of  thinking  at  all,  and  with 
fome  applaufe  from  a  ma,n's  felf," 

We  had  the  mufick  of  the  bagpipe  every 
day,  at  Armidale,  Dunvegan,  and  Col,  Dr, 
Johnfon  appeared  fond  of  it,  and  ufed  often  to 
ftand  for  fome  time  with  his  ear  clofe  to  the 
great  dron,e. 

The  penurious  gentleman  of  our  acquaint- 
ance, formerly  alluded  to,  afforded  us  a  topick  of 
converfation  to-night,  Dr.Johnfon  faid,  I  ought 
to  write  down  a  coUeftion  of  the  inftances  of 
his  narrownefs,  as  they  almoft  exceeded  beliefs 
Col  told  us,  that  O'Kane,  the  famous  Irifh 
harper,  was  once  at  that  gentleman's  houfe* 
He  could  not  find  in  his  heart  to  give  him  any 
money,  but  gave  him  a  key  for  a  harp,  which 
was  finely  ornamented  with  gold  and  filver, 
and  with  a  precious  flone,  and  was  worth 
eighty  or  a  hundred  guineas.  He  did  not 
know  the  value  of  it  s  and  when  he  came  to 
}uiOYf  it^  he  viould  fain  hav?  had  it  back  3  but 
•  '  l  *  O'Kanc 


t  394  1 
Okane  took  care  that  he  fhould  not.-^Jobnfon. 
**  They  exaggerate  the  value ;  every  body  is 
To  delirous  that  he  fliould  be  fleeced.  I  am  very 
willing  it  (hould  be  worth  eighty  or  a  hun* 
dred  guineas  i  but  I  do  not  believe  itJ*^^BoJwelU 
^'  I  do  not  think  O'Kane  was  obliged  to  give  it 
h^LC^L.^'^^Johnfon.  "  No,  fir.  If  a  man  with  his 
eyes  open^  and  without  any  means  ufed  to 
deceive  him,  gives  me  a  thing,  I  am  not  to 
let  him  have  it  again  when  he  grows  wifer.  I 
like  to  fee  how  avarice  defeats  itfelf :  how, 
when  avoiding  to  part  with  money,  the  milcr 
gives  fomething  more  valuable."— Col  faid, 
the  gentleman^s  relations  were  angry  at  his 
giving  away  the  harp-key,  for  it  had  been  long 
in .  the  family*— '7«faj/(?».  "  Sir,  he  values  a 
Tiew  guinea  more  than  an  old  friend." 

Col  alfo  told  us,  that  the  fame  perfon  having 
come  up  with  a  fcrjcant  and  twenty  men, 
ipv'orkiog  on  ihe  high  road,  he  entered  into  dif- 
courfe  with  the  ferjeant,  and  then  gave  him 
£xpence  for  the  men  to  drink.  The  ferjeant 
aflced,  "  Who  is  this  fellow  ? "  Upon  being 
informed,  he  faid,  *'  If  I  had  known  who  he  was, 
I  Ihould  h^ve  thrown  it  in  his  hct.^'^^Jobnfon. 
<'  There  is  much  want  of  fenfe  in  ail  this. 
He  had  no  bufinefs  to  (peak  with  the  ierjeant. 
He  might  havp  been  in  hade,  and  trotted  on. 
He  has  not  learpt  to  be  a  mifer :  I  believe  we 
mufl  take  him  apprcntice."*^B^^A  "  He 

would 
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would  grudge  giving  half   a  guinea  to  be 
taught." — John/on.  "  Nay,  fir,  you  muft  toach 
him  gratis.     You  muft  give  him  an  oppor- 
tunity to  praftice  your  precepts." 

Let  me  now  go  back,  and  glean  Jobnfoniana. 
—The  Saturday  before  we  failed  from  Slate,  I 
ht  awhile  in  the  afternoon  with  Dr.  Johnfon  in 
his  room,  in  a  quiet  ferious  frame.  I  obferved^ 
that  hardly  any  man  was  accurately  prepared 
for  dying;  but  almoft  every  one  left  fomething 
undone,  fomething  in  confuGon ;  that  my 
father,  indeed,  told  me  he  knew  one  man» 
(Carlifle  of  Limekilns^}  after  whofe  death  all 
his  papers  were  found  in  exaft  order;  an4 
nothing  was  omitted  in  his  yriW.'— John/on.  "  Sir, 
I  had  an  uncle  who  died  fo ;  but  fuch  atten* 
tion  requires  great  leifure,  and  great  firmnefs  of 
mind.  If  one  was  to  think  conftantly  of  death» 
the  bufinefs  of  life  would  Hand  ftiU,  I  am  no 
friend  to  making  religion  appear  too  har4. 
Many  good  people  have  done  harm,  by  giving 
fevere  notions  of  it.  In  the  fame  way,  as  to 
learning ;  I  never  frighten  young  people  with 
difficulties;  on  the  contrary,  I  tell  them  that 
they  may  very  eafily  get  as  much  as  will  do 
very  well.  I  do  not  indeed  tell  them  that  they 
vill  be  Bentlejfs.** 

The  night  we  rode  to  Col's  houfc,  I  faid, 
^'  Lord  Elibank  is  probably  wondering  what  is 
becoiiPf  of  u%/*'^j9bnf(m.  *^  No^  no ;  ht  is  not 

thinking 
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thinking  of  vs.^^'-^BofwelL  ^f  But  rccollcft  the 
warnnth  with  which  he  wrote.  Are  we  not  to 
be)ieve  a  man^  when  he  fays  that  he  has  a 
great  defire  to  fee  another  ?  Don't  you  believe 
that  I  was  very  impatient  fcfjr  your  coming  tp 
Scotland  ?  "y^Jobn/on.  "  Yes,  fir ;  I  believe, 
you  was ;  and  I  was  impatient  to  come  to  you. 
A  young  man  feels  fo,  but  feldom  an  oldi 
'man/*  I  however  convincc4  him  that  Lord 
Elibank,  who  has  much  of  the  fpirit  pf  a  young 
man,  might  feel  lb,-p-Hc  aflced  me  it  our  jaunt 
had  anfwered  expedbation.  I  faid  it  had  mucii 
exceeded  it.  I  expefted  muQh  difficulty  with 
him,  and  had  not  found  it.  "  Apd  (he  added) 
wherever  we  jaave  come,  we  have  been  receive^ 
like  princes  in  their  progrefs." 

He  faid,  he  would  not  wifti  not  to  be  diiguftcd 
in  the  Highlands;  for  that* would  be  to  loft 
the  power  of  diftinguifhing,  aad  a  man  might 
then  lie  down  in  the  middle  of  them,  H^ 
^ilhed  only  to  conceal  his  difguft. 

At  Captain  McLean's,  I  mentioned  Pope's 
friend',  Spcnce. —Johnfon.  "  He  was  a  weak 
conceited  man.** — Bofwell.  *'  A  good  fcholar, 
fir  ?  ''^Johnfon.  "  Why,  no,  '  ^wr—BofwelL 
**  He  was  a  pretty  ic\io\zx*^—Jdhfif(m.  *'  Yoi^ 
have  about  reached  him.*' " 

Laft  night  at  the  inn,  when  the  fa&or  in 
Tyr-yi  fpoke  of  his  having  heard  that  a  roof 
was  put  on   fome   part  of  the   buildings  at 
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Icolmkill,  I  unluckily  faid,  «  It  will  be  foi^- 
tunatc  if  we  find  a  cathedral  with  a  roof  on  it/* 
I  faid  this  from  a  fooliih  anxiety  to  engage  Dr. 
Johnfon's  curiofity  more.     He  took  me  fhort 
at  once.     "  What,  fir?  how  can  you  talk  fo?" 
If  we  (hall  find  a  cathedral  roofed !  as  if  we  were 
going  to  a  terra  insognsta  r  when  every  thing 
that  is  at  Icolmkill  is  fo  well  known.    Vou  are 
like  fome  New-England-men  who  came  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Thames.     '  Come,  faid  they,  let 
us  go  up  and  fee  what  fort  of  inhabitftnts  there* 
arc  here.'    They  talked,    fir,  as  if  they  had 
been  to  go  up  the  Sufquehannah,  or  any  other 
American  river.'^ 

Saturday y  i6tb  OSlober. 
This  day  there  was  a  new  moon,  and  the 
weather  changed  for  the  better.     Dr.  johnfoi* 
faid  of  Mifs  M'Lean,  "  She  is  the  moft  ac- 
compliflied  lady  that  I  have  found  in  the  High- 
lands.    She  knows  French,  mufick,  and  draw- 
ing, fews  neatly,  makes  ftiell-work,  and  can 
-milk  cows  j  in  (hort,  flic  can  do  evefy  thing.. 
She  talks  fenfibly»  and  is  the  firft  perfon  whom 
I  have  found>  that  can  tranflate  Erfe  poetry  lite- 
rally."— We  fet  out,  mounted  on  little  Mull 
Iiorfes.     Mull  correlpondcd  exaftly  with  the 
idea  which  I  had  always  had  of  it;  a  hilly 
Country,  diverfified  with  heath  and  grafs,  and 
toany  rivulets.     Dr.  Johnfon  'was  not  in  very 
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good  humour.  He  faid,  it  was  a  dreaty  douhuyj 
much  worfc  than  Sky.  I  differed  from  him« 
'*  O,  fir,  (faid  he,)  a  moft  dolorous  country ! " 
Wc  had  a  very  hard  journey  to-day.  I  had 
no  bridle  for  my  fheltie,  but  only  a  halter;  and 
Jofeph  rode  without  a  faddle.  At  one  place, 
€  loch  having  fwelled  over  the  road,  wc  were 
obliged  to  plunge  through  pretty  deep  water* 
Dr;  Johnibn  obferved,  how  helplefs  a  man 
would  be,  were  he  travelling  here  alone,  and 
Ihould  meet  with  any  accident ;  and  faid,  ^^  he 
longed  to  get  to  a  couniry  of  /addles  and 
bridles.**  He  was  more  out  of  humour  to-day, 
llian  he  has  been  in  the  courfe  of  our  Tour,  be* 
ing  fre|ted  to  find  that  his  little  horfe  could 
fcarc<^*^upport  his  weight  \ — and  having  fuf- 
fered  ^bfs,  which,  though  fmall  in  itfelf,  was 
of  fome  confequence  to  him,  while  travelling 
the  rugged  fteeps  of  Mull,  where  he  was  at 
times  obliged  to  walk.  The  lofs  that  I  allude 
to  was  that  of  the  large  oak-flick,  which,  as  I 
formerly  mentioned,  he  had  brought  with 
him  from  London.  It  was  of  great  ufe  to  him 
in  our  wild  peregrination  j  for,  ever  fincc  his 
lail  illnefs  in  1766,  he  has  had  a  weaknefs  in  his 
knees,  and  not  been  able  to  walk  eafily.  It 
had  too  the  properties  of  a  meafure  j  for  one 
9ail  was  driven  into  it  at  the  length  of  a  foot  j 
another  at  that  of  a  vard.    In  return  for  the 
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he  would  make  a  prefent  of  it  to  {bme  Mufeum^ 
but  he  little  thought  he  was  fo  foon  to  lofe  it. 
As  he  preferred  riding  with  a  fwitch^  it  was  en- 
trufted  to  a  fellow  to  be  delivered  to  our  bag^- 
gage-man^  who  followed  us  at  feme  diftance ; 
but  we  never  faw  it  more.  I  could  not  per- 
fuade  him  out  of  a  fufpicion  that  it  had 
been  ilolen.  "  No,  no,  my  friend,  (faid  he,J 
it  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any  man  in  MuU^' 
who  has  got  it,  will  part  with  it."  Confider,  fir, 
the  value  of  fuch  a  piece  of  timber  here  I " 

As  we  travelled  this  forenoon,  we  met  Dr. 
M'Lean>  who  exprefied  much  regret  at  his 
having  been  fb  unfortunate  as  to  be  abfenc 
while  we  were  at  his  houfe. 

We  were  in  hopes  to  get  to  Sir  Allan  Mac-^ 
lean's,  at  Inchkenneth,  to-night  \  but  the  eight 
j3iiles>  of  which  our  road  was  faid  to  confifl:^ 
were  fo  ytvf  long,  that  we  did  not  reach  the 
oppofite  coaft  of  Mull  till  feven  at  flight,^ 
though  we  had  fet  out  about  eleven  in  thq 
forenoon;  and  when  we  did  arrive  there,  wc 
found  the  wind  ftrong  againfl:  us.  Col  deter- 
mined that  we  fhould  pafs  the  night  at 
M*Quarrie's,  in  the  ifland  of  Ulva,  which  licj 
between  Mull  and  Inchkenneth  ^  and  a  fctvant 
was  fent  forward  to  the  ferry,  to  fecure  the  boat 
for  us :  but  the  boat  was  gone  to  the  Ulva  fide, 
and  the  wind  was  fo  high  that  the  peaple  coulif 
%Qt  hear  him  call  i  and  the  night  fo  dark  that 
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they  could  hot  fee  a  fignal.  Wc  fhould  hiirt 
been  in  a  very  bad  fituation,  had  there  not  for- 
tunately been  lying  in  the  little  found  of  Ulva 
an  Irilh  veflTel,  the  Bonnettai  of  Londotiderry^ 
Captain  M'Lure,  niaftcn  He  himfelf  was  at 
M^Quarrie^sj  but  his  men  obligingly  came 
"with  their  long-boat,  and  ferried  us  ovef, 

M'Quarrie's  houfe  v^as  mean  j  btit  we  were! 
agreeably  furprifcd  with  the  appearance  of  the 
rhaftfr,  whom  we  found  to  be  intelligent,  po- 
lite, and  much  a  man  of  the  world.  Though 
his  clan  is  not  numerous,  he  is  a  very  ancient 
Chief,  and  has  a  burial  place  at  IcolmkJll.  Hi 
told  us,  his  family  had  pofTeffed  Ulva  for  nine 
hundred  years  5  but  I  was  diftrelTed  to  hear  that 
it  was  foon  to  be  fold  for  pay  men  p' of  his  debts. 

Captain  M'Lure,  whom  Ve  found  here,  wb 
of  Scotch  extraftiori,  and  properly  a  M'Leod, 
being  defcended  of  fome  of  the  M'Leods  whd 
iVent  with  Sir  Normand  of  Bernera  to  the  battk 
of  Worcefter ;  and,  after  the  defeat  of  At 
fojalifts,  fled  to  Ireland,  and,  to  conceal  them- 
felves,  took  i  different  name*  He  tbld  mci 
there  was  a  great  number  of  them  about  Lon- 
donderry; fome  of  good  property.  I  faid,  they 
Ihould  now  refume  their  real  name.  The  Laird 
of  M^Lcod  flibuld  go  over,  and  affembfe  them^ 
and  niakc  them  all  drink  the  large  horn  full, 
and  from  that  time  they  (hould  be  M*Leods.-^ 
The  captain  informed  us^  he  had  named  his  fhip 
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the  Bonncfta,  out  of  gratitude  to  Providcncci 
for  oncc>  when  he  was  failing  to  America  with 
a  good  nurtiber  of  paflchgers,  the  fhip  in  which 
he  theii  ikiled  was  becalmed  fdr  five  weeks,  and 
during  all  that  time,  numbers  of  the  fifli  Bon- 
netta  (warn  clofc  to  her,  and  were  catched  for 
food ;  he  refolved  therefore  chat  the  fliip  he 
Ihould  next  get  fhould  be  tailed  the  Bonnetta.' 

M'Quarrie  told  us  a  ftrong  inftance  of  the 
fecond  fight.  He  had  gone  to  Edinburgh,  and 
taken  a  man-fcrvant  along  with  him.  An  old 
woman,  who  was  in  the  houfc,  faid  one  day^ 
'*  M'Quarrie  will  be  at  home  to-morrow,  and 
will  bring  two  gentlemen  with  him ;"  and  flie 
faid,  flie  faw  his  fervant  return  in  red  and  green. 
He  did  come  home  next  day.  He  had  two 
gentlemen  with  him;  and  his  fervant  had  a 
new  red  and  ^ecn  livery,  which  M'Quarrie 
had  bought  for  him  at  Edinburgh,  upon  a 
fudden  thought,  not  having  had  the  leaft  inten* 
tion  when  he  left  home  to  put  his  fervant  in 
livery  5  fo  that  the  old  woman  could  not  have 
heard  any  previous  mention  of  it.  This,  he 
afTured  us,  was  a  true  ftory. 

M^Quarrie  infilled  that  the  Mercbeta  MulU* 
rumy  mentioned  in  our  old  charters,  did  really 
mean  the  privilege  which  a  lord  of  a  manor,  or  a 
baron,  had,  to  have  thefirft  night  of  all  his  vaf* 
ikb'  wives.  Dr.  Johnfbn  faid,  the  belief  of  fuch  a 
cuftom  having  exiftcd  was  alfo  held  in  England/ 
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i^y  v^hich  the  eldeft  ck^kl  49^s  f  ot  iAberitj  from 
a  (Jwb?  of  his  beiAg  the  %  pf  the  tcswxu 
il^Qaarri?  to^d  w>  ^1^^  lUjJ^  Q^p  thp  mairri^c 
of  eafch  of  his  Cfnasitt^  .a^ih.pep  i5  dye  to  him  j^ 
fpT  which  the  coo^ppfitian  is  fijfc^  at  five  (hil- 
lings. I  fyfjpqfe^  Ulwa  is  the  w?Jy  pJa^t  where 
this  cuftopi  remainsH 

.  Talkii^  of  i;he  £s^  ^f  aii  eft»$e  of  w  aix^if nt 
^aiilyt  v^hich  w^  Odd  to  hay^  beci^  pur^haibl 
Qiuch  vnder  its  ipalue  by  the  CQfxSdeatj^l.  lawyer 
of  that  faptiiiy,  a^  itb^ng  mi^ijpojfij  that  the 
ikle  would  probably  b^  &c  a(|di;  by  a  fuit  ia 
cujHiiy,  Df.  jQ}iirff)|i  IftifJ^"  "  1  ai^yeq^  willing 

thaf  jjjifj/^l^  %4li  ^  ^^^  ajMei  l?u^ldowbt 

much  wietl^r  thp  fuit  wil^.  b?  fyf (jfiff ful  j  for 
Wie  argumeat  for  avoiding,  the  f^g  is  fguuded 
QH  vagu^  g^id  indeterminate  principles^-i-a?  i^iat 
the  pfiije  wa3  too-  lpw,i  and  thaf  there  waj  a 
grfiftt  ^p^ee  of  cp^Sdwpe  placc^d  by  the  feller 
ip  the  pcrfoi^  who,  bepoic  tl^e  p.urchafen  Now 
how  low  flu^uld  a  prici?  be  ?  oj  wji^  degree  of 
COfifidcjife  ihoql^l  thfre  be  to  ix)ajce  a  bargain 
be  let  afide  ?  a  bargaiOf,  whLqh  is  a  .wa^er  oT 
flciU  between  nnan  ai^d  nian,--^f>  i^d^^  any 
fraud  can  be  pro3^>  thaf  will-  do«." 
:  When  Pr.  Jphnfon  a^d  I  w^re  by  ouiieIire& 
^t  night,  I  pWf^wd  q(:  our  hoft,  "  a^d^umg<- 

•^Jdfd.— For  ^if ,  qf  fe^fli^.  ovprhwd.  \f\  the 
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fmall  HigMand  houfes^  I  ofteA  Mlk^  t6  hihl 
in  fiich  Latin  as  I  could  fpftak^  and  with  ^ 
nivteh  of  the  Englifli  accent  as  I  could  aflbmc, 
fb  as  not  to  be  undtrftood,  in  cafe  our  cOAver^ 
fation  ihould  be  too  loud  for  the  fpace. 

We  had  each  an  elegant  bed  in  the  fame 
Toom  i  and  here  it  was  that  a  circumftance  oc* 
rurred,  as  to  which  he  iias  been  ftrangely*  nftifun  • 
derftood.  From  his  defcription  of  his  chambef> 
it  has  erroneoufly  been  fuppofed,  that,  his  bed 
being  too  ihort  for  him;  his  feet^  during  the 
night,  were  in  the  mire  s  whereas  he  has  only 
faid,  chaty  when  hd  undrefTed,  he  felt  his,  ftct  in 
the  mire :  that  is>  the  clay-floor  of  the  room^ 
on  which  he  flood  before  he  went  into  bed,  was 
wet,  in  confequence  of  the  windows  being 
broken,  which  let  in  the  rain» 

SunJay-i  17/J&  OBober, 

Being  informed  that  ther6  was  nothing;  WOt^ 
thy  of  obfcrvation  in  Ulva,  we  took  boat,  and 
proceeded  to  Inchkenneth,  where  we  were  in- 
troduced by  our  friend  Col  to  Sir  Allan  Mac* 
lean,  the  Chief  of  his  clan,  and  to  two  young 
ladies,  his  daughfet%.  Inchkenneth  is  a  pretty 
little  ifland,  a  mile  long>  and  about  half  a  mile 
brcKid,  all  good  Innd. 

As  we  walked  up  from  the  Ihore,  Dr.  John- 
fon'ft  heart  was  cheered  by  the  fight  of  a  road 
marked  with  cart*whdels,  as  on  the  main  latidi  a 
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diing  we  had  not  feen  for  a  long  time*  It 
gave  us  a  pleafure  fimilar  to  that  which  a  tra« 
veller  feels,  when,  whilft  wandering  on  what  he 
fears  is  a  defart  i(land>  he  perceives  the  print  of 
human  feet. 

Military  men  acquire  excellent  habits  of 
having  all  conveniencies  about  them.  Sir 
Allan  McLean,  who  had  been  long  in  the 
army,  and  had  now  a  leafe  of  this  ifland,  had 
formed  a  commodious  habitation,  though  it 
confifted  but  of  a  few  fmall  buildings,  only 
one'ftory  high.  He  had,  in  his  little  apart* 
itients,  more  things  than  I  could  enumerate 
in  a  page  or  two. 

Among  other  agreeable  circumffances,  it 
was  not  the  lead,  to  find  here  a  parcel  of  the 
Caledonian  Mercury^  publiihed  fince  we  left 
Edinburgh  j  which  I  read  with  that  pleafure 
which  every  .man  feels  who  has  been  for  fomc 
time  fecluded  from  the  animated  fcenes  of  the 
bufy  world. 

Dr.  Johnibn  found  books  here.  He  bade  me 
buy  Bi(hop  GaftreU's  Cbrijiian  biftitutes^  which 
was  lying  in  the  room.  He  faid,  ^'  I  do  not 
like  to  read  any  thing  on  a  Sunday,  but  what 
is  theological;  not  that  I  would  fcrupuloufly 
refufe  to  look  at  any  thing  which  a  friend 
ihould  fhew  me  in  a  news*paper ;  but  in  gene* 
ral,  I  would  read  only  what  is  theological. — I 
read  juft  now  fome  of  Drummond's  Travels, 

before 
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before  r  perceived  what  books  were  here.    % 
then  took  up  Dcrham's  Phyfico-Thcology." 

Every  particular  concerning  this  ifland  hav- 

tng  been  fo  well  defcribed  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  it 

would  be  fuperfluous  in  me  to  prefent  the  pub- 

^  lick  with  the  obfervations  that  I  made  upon  it, 

in  my  Journal, 

I  was  quite  eafy  with  Sir  Allan  almoft  in- 
ftantaneoufly.  He  knew  the  great  intimacy 
that  had  been  between  my  father  and  his  pre- 
deceflbr,  SirHe&or,  and  washimfelf  ofavery 
frank  diipofition.— After  dinner^  Sir  Allan  faid 
he  had  got  Dr.  Campbell  about  an  hundred 
iubfcribers  to  his  Britannia  Ehicidata,  (a  work 
fince  publifhed  under  the  title  of  A  Political 
Survey  of  Great- Britain,)  of  whom  he  believed 
twenty  were  dead,  the  publication  having  been 
fo  long  delayed. — "Jobnjm.  **  Sir,  I  imagine  the 
delay  of  publication  is  owing  to  this  s— that^ 
after  publication^  there  will  be  no  more  fub« 
fcribers,  and  few  will  fend  the  additional  gui^ 
nea  to  get  their  books :  in  which  they  will  be 
wrong  s  for  there  will  be  a  great  deal  of  in^^ 
ftru&ion  in  the  work.  I  think  highly  of 
Campbell.  In  the  firft  place,  he  has  very  good 
parts.  In  the  fecond  place,  he  has  very  extent 
five  reading;  not,  perhaps,  what  is  properly 
called  learning,  but  hiftory,  politicks,  and,  in 
(hort,  that  popular  knowledge  which  makes  a 
man  very  ufeful.    In  the  third  placca  he  has 
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If  arfltmiich  bj  what  is  cailod  the  wx  viva*  fig 
talks  with  a  great  many  people.*' 

Speaking  c^  this  gentleman,  at  Rafay,  he 
told  us,  th^Lt  he  one  day  caUed  on  him>  and 
they  talked  of  TuU's  Bujbandty^.  Dr.  CampbcU 
iaid  foipdething.  Dr.  Johnfon  began  to  difpui^ 
it.  **  Come,  faid  Dr.  CampbeU,  we  do  tot 
want  to  get  the  better  of  on^  aooshier;  w^  w^nt 
to  increase  each  other's  ideas*"— r-Elr.  Johojba 
tool;  it  ii)  good  part,  and  the  codvc^iatioa  thou 
went  on  coolly  and  inftrui5Uvdty»*-*-Hts  caodow 
in  relating  this  anecdote  does  kim  much  cro(fos 
and  his  co(adu£i:  on  that;  o^caOon  proves,  hov 
eafily  he  could-  be  perfuaded  ta  talk  from  a 
Witer  motive  than  "  for  viflrory J' 

D^.  Jbhiafon  here  fhewed  ib  much  of  tiu» 
^rit  of  a  Highlander,  that  be  won  Sir  AUaA^9 
heart:  indeec^  he  has  (hewn  it  during  the 
whole  of  o\ir  Tour.««*-One  night,  in  Co)^  hi9 
i^irutted  about  t^  room  with  a,broad-fwjQi?d'Md 
target,  and  made  a  formidable  ap^^^rance; 
^nd,  another  night,  I  took  the  liberty  to  put  \ 
large  blue  bonnet  oa  his  head.  His .  age,  hia 
fize,  and  his,  buihy  grey  wig,  with  this  covering 
on  it,  pre&nted  the  image,  of  a  .venerable 
Senacid\  and^  howicver  uniavouraUe  ta  th^ 
l^wktnd  Scots,  he  fcemed  much  plea&d  to  af« 
^me  the  appearance  of  an  aoci^t  Cale^aiuaa, 
We  only  regretted  that  he  could  not  be  pte* 
yelled  wi^ll  tp  paruke  of  the  .fQCJ4l  gl^s^    Qs« 
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of  his  argutDents  againft  clrinking,  appears  to 
me  not  convincii^g.  He  ui^d>  chat^  ^'  ia  pro« 
portion  as  driftJBio^msdaes.a  mam  Affitraft  from 
what  he  is- before  he  htfs  drunk,  i^  rs'  bfid ;  bc- 
caufe  it  has  fo  faraffbftedhis  feafon." — But 
may  it  hoc  be  anfwercd,  that  a  man  may  be  al- 
tered by  it  for  the  better ;  that  his  fpirits  may 
be  exhiliairated>  without  )m  re^fon  being  af- 
fected ?  ,  On  die  general  firb^db  of  drinking^ 
however,-  I  do  no*  mean  pofitively  to  take  the 
other  lidfe.    t  ztn  dabiasi  non  mprobus. 

In  the*  evening,  Sir  Allan  informed^  us  that  it 
was  the  cuftom  of  his  houfe  to  have  prayers 
every  Sunday;  and'  Mifs  Nf^Lcan  read  the 
evening  fervicc,-  in  which  we"  all  joined.  I 
then  readJ  O^gden's  ^cond  and  ninth  Sermon> 
on  Prayer,  which,  wkh  their  other  dilHnguiftied 
^xcellfertce,  Have  the  merit  of  being  ftiort.  Dr. 
Jbhtilbil  faid,  that  it  was  the  moft  agreeablte 
Stinday  he  had  ever  paflcd ;  and  ir  nli^de  fuch 
art  imprelfiori  on  his  mind,  that  He  aftferwafdi 
wrotfe  the  following  odb  uport  InchkertnetH : 

IiHSULA  SaNCTI    KeNKETHI. 

*  • 

;     Parv;a  qutdem  regie,  fed  fell igione  priorum 
Npta,  Caledontas  panditur  intra  acjuas; 
Voce  ubi  Cennethius  populos  domuifie  feruces 

Didtur,  etva'no^  deddcuifK  deos. 
HiiC  egodd&eu^p/liicidb  per  coerula  curAi 
,   .  ...Sciie  hKum  volui  quiddaree  ille  novt*     " 
lUic  Leniades'humUt  .regoabat  in  aula, 
.  Lcniades  magnis  nobilitatus  avi) : 

Di^  Una 
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Una  duat  liabuit  cafa  cum  genitore  puellu» 

Quas  Amor  undarum  fingeret  efle  deat : 
Non  tamen  inculti  gelidis  latuere  fub  antrii^ 

Accola  Danubii  qualiafsvus  babecj 
MoUia  non  deerant  vacus  folatia  vitmf 

Sive  libros  pofcancotta,  (Ivelyram. 
Luxerat  ilia  dies,  legis  gens  do&a  fupernae 

Spes  hominum  ac  curas  cum  procul  efle  jubet« 
Ponti  inter  ftrepitus  facrt  non  munera  cultus 

Ceflarunt ;  pietas  hie  quoque  cura  fuit : 
Quid  quod  facriifici  verfavitfemina  librosy 

(^egitimas  faciunt  peSora  pura  preces* 
Quo  vagor  ulteriqs  ?  qqod  ubique  requiritor  hie e^| 

ilic  fecura  quies,  hie  et  honeftus  aqipr. 

Monday,  1 8/i  O^ober. 

Wc  agreed  to  pafs  this  day  with  Sir  Allan, 
und  he  engaged  to  have  every  thing  in  order 
for  our  voyage  to-morrow. 

Being  now  foon  to  be  fepar^ted  from  our 
amiable  friend  young  Col,  his  nierits  wdre 
^11  reipembered.  At  Ulva  ht  |iad  ap* 
peared  in  a  new  character,  having  given  us  a 
good  prefcription  for  ^  cold.  On  my  mca- 
tioning  him  with  warmth.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid^ 
*'  Col  does  every  thing  for  us :  we  will  creft 
a  ftatue  to  Col.*' — ^*  Yes,  faid  I,  and  we  will 
have  him  with  his  various  attributes  and  cha* 
rafters,  like  Mercury,  or  any  other  of  the 
heathen  gods.  We  will  have  him  as  a  plot  i 
we  will  have  him  as  a  fifherman,  as  a  hunterj 
as  a  hufbandman,  as  a  phyfician.'^ 

3  I  this 
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I  this  morning  took  a  fpade^  and  dug  a 
little  grave  in  the  floor  of  a  ruined  chapel  near 
Sir  Allan  McLean's  houfe^  in  which  I  buried 
fomc  human  bones  I  found  there.  Dr.  Johnfoa 
praifed  me  for  what  I  had  done,  though  he 
ownedj  he  could  not  have  done  it.  He  fhewed 
in  the  chapel  at  Rafay,  his  horrour  at  dead 
mens'  boiies.  He  fhewed  it  again  at  Col's 
lioufe.  In  the  Charter- room  there  was  a 
remarkably  large  fhin-bonej  which  was  faid  to 
have  been  a  bone  of  John  Garve,  one  of  the 
lairds.  Dr.  Johnfon  would  not  look  at  it ;  but 
ftarted  away. 

At  breakfaft,  I  afked,  *'  What  is  the  rcafon 
that  we  are  angry  at  a  trader's  having  opu- 
lence ?  " — Jobn/bn.  «  Why,  fir,  the  reafon  is, 
(though  I  don't  undertake  to  prov?  that  there 
is  a  reafon,)  we  fee  no  qualities  in  trade  that 
ihould  entitle  a  man  to  fuperiority«  We  are 
not  angry  at  a  foldier's  getting  riches,  becauie 
we  fee  that  he  pofTefles  qualities  which  we  have 
not.  If  a  man  returns  from  a  battle,  having 
loft  one  hand,  and  witli  the  other  full  of  gpld, 
we  feel  that  he  deferves  the  gold;  but  we 
icannot  think  that  a  fellow,  by  fitting  all  day 
at  a  defk,  is  entitled  to  get  above  us-^-^fj/^ 
wll.  ^^  But,  fir,  may  we  not  fuppofe  a  mer- 
chant to  be  a  man  of  an  enlarged  mind,  fuch 
as  Addifon  in  the  Spe£iator  defcribes  Sir  An- 
drcwFrceport  to  have  httnV^^^JobnJon.  "Why, 

fir. 
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fir,  wc  may  fuppofc  any  fiftitious  charaAcr. 
Wc  may  fuppofe  a  philofophical  day-labourer, 
who  is  happy  in  reftefting  that,  by  his  labour, 
he  contributes  to  the  fertility  of  the  earth,  and 
to  the  fupport  of  his  fellow-creatures  j  but  we 
find  no  fuch  philofophical  day-labourer.  A 
merchant  may,  perhaps,  be  a  man  of  an  en- 
larged mind;  but  there  is  nothing  in  trade 
conne&ed  with  an  enlarged  mind;" 

1  mentioned  that  I  had  heard  Dr.  Solander 
fay  he  was  a  Swedifli Laplander.— J(?i&;j/J«.  "Sir, 
I  don't  believe  he  is  a  Laplander.  The  Lap- 
landers are  not  much  above  four"  feet  high. 
He  is  as  tall  as  you ;  and  he  has  not  the  copper 
colour  of  a  Laplander."— Sig/^^//.  '^  Fut  what 
motive  could  he  hare  to  make  himfelf  a  Lap- 
lander ? ''—7oi&;5/&».  •*  Why,  fii',  he  muft 
either  mean  the  word  Laplander  ih  a  very  ex- 
tcnfive  fenfe,  or  may  mean  a  voluntary  degra- 
dation of  himfdf.  *  For  ali  my  being  the 
great  man  that  you  fee  me  now,  I  wa3  origi- 
nally a  Barbarian ;  *  as  if  Burke  (hould  fay;  '  I 
came  over  a  wild  Irilhman,' — ^which  he  might 
fay  in  his  prdfent  ftate  of  exaltation.*^ 

Having  cxprcflfed  a  defire  to  Have  an  ifland 
fike  Inchkenneth,  Dr.  Johnfon  fet  himlcif 
to  think  what  would  be  necefliry  for  a  man  in 
fuch  a  (ituation.  *^  Sir,  I  fliould  builii  me  a 
fortification,  if  I  came  to  live  here  ;  for,  ifyou 
have  it  nor,  what  Ihould'hinder  a  pgrcerof  ruf- 
2  iians 
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Hans  to  land  in  the  night,  and  cany  off  every 
thing  you  have  in  the  houfe,  which,  in  a  remote 
country,  would  be  more  valuable  than  cows 
and  fheep  ?  add  to  all  this  the  danger  of  hav- 
ing your  throat  cut;'* — BofwelL  '•  I  would  have 
a. large  dog." — Jahnfon.  "So  you  may,   fir; 
but  a  l^ge  dog  is  oS.  no  ufe  but  to  alarm/'—- 
He,  however,  I  apprehend,  thinks  too  lightly 
of  the  power  of  that  animal.     I  have  heard  him 
fty,  that  he  is  afraid  of  no  dog.     "  He  would 
take  him  up  by  the  hinder  legs,  which  wouM 
Bendei:  liim  quite  hclplefs,— and  then  knock  hj^ 
head  againft  a  ftone>  and'  beat  out  his  brains.** 
4«-fTop)iam  Beauclerk  told  me>  that  at  his  houfe 
ki  the  country,  two  large  ferocious  dogs  were 
fighting.     Dr.  Johnfon  looked  fteadily  at  them 
foe  a  little  while ;  and  then,  as  one  would  le- 
parate  two  little  boys  who  are  foolifhly  hurting 
each  other,  he  ran-  up  to  them,  and  cuffed  their 
heads  till  he  drove  them  afunder.     But  few 
men  have  his  intfepidky,  Herculean  ftrength, 
or  prefence  of  mind.     Moft  thieves  or  robbers 
wauld  be  afraid  to  encounter  a  maftiff. 

lobferved,  that,  when  young  Col  talked  of  the 
lands  belonging  to  his  family,  he  always  iaid, 
^'«ry  lands."  For  this  he  had  a  plaufible  pretence; 
for  he  told  me,  there  has  been  a  cuftom  in  this 
family,  that  the  laird  refigns  the  eftate  tp  the 
Q^dtft:  foil  when,  he  comes  of  age,  rcferving  to 
Mv^ifii  o^f  a-  certain  life-rejit.     He  faid,  it 

was 
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was  a  voluntary  cullom ;  but  I  think  I  found 
an  inftance  in  the  charter-room  that  there  was 
fuch  an  obligation  in  a  contrad  of  marriage. 
If  the  cuftom  was  voluntary,  it  was  only  cu* 
nou3 ;  but  if  founded  on  obligation,  it  might 
be  dangerous :  for  I  have  been  told,  that  in 
Otaheite,  whenever  a  child  is  born,  (a  fon,  I 
think})  the  father  lofes  his  right  to  the  eitate 
and  honours,  and  that  this  unnatural,  or  rather 
abfurd  cuftom,  occafions  the  murder  of  many 
children. 

Young  Col  told  us  he  could  run  down  a 
greyhound ;  *^  for,  faid  he,  the  dog-runs  hun- 
felf  out  of  breath,  by  going  too  quick,  and  then 
I  get  up  with  him."  I  accounted  for  his  advan- 
tage over  the  dog,  by  remarking  that  Col  had 
the  faculty  of  reafon,  a^nd  knew  how  to  mode- 
rate his  pace,  which  the  dog  had  not  fenfe 
enoqgh  to  do.  Pr.  Johnfon  faid,  ^^  He  is  a 
noble  animal.  He  is  as  complete  an  iflander  as 
the  mind  can  figure.  He  is  a  farmer,  a  failor, 
a  hunter,  a  fiiher :  he  will  run  you  down  a  dog : 
if  any  man  has  a  tail,  it  is  CoK  He  is  hofpi* 
table ;  and  he  has  an  intrepidity  of  talk,  whe- 
ther he  underftands  the  fubjeA  or  not.  I  regret- 
that  he  is  not  more  intelleftual.'" 

Pr.  Johnfon  obferved,  that  there  was  nothing 
of  which  he  would  not  undertake  to  perfuade  a 
Frenchman  in  a  foreign  country.  "  I'll  carry 
a  Frenchman  to  St.  Paul's  Church-yard,  and 
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ru  tell  himj  ^  by  our  law^  you  may  walk  half 
round  the  church ;  but>  if  you  walk  round  the 
whole,  you  will  be  punifhed  capitally  :  *  and  he 
will  believe  me  at  once.  Now,  no  Engliflimaa 
would  readily  fwallow  fuch  a  thing :  he  would 
go  and  inquire  of  fomebody  elfe.**  —  The 
Frenchman's  credulity,  I  obferved,  muft  be 
owing  to  his  being  accuftomed  to  implicit  fub-> 
miflion;  whereas  every  Englilhman  reafons 
upon  the  laws  of  his  country,  and  inftruds  his 
reprefentatives  who  compofe  the  legiflature. 

This  day  was  palTed  in  looking  at  a  fmall 
ifland  adjoining  Inchkenneth,  which  afforded 
nothing  worthy  of  obfervation ;  and  in  fuch 
focial  and  gay  entertainments  as  our  little  fo- 
ciety  could  furnilh. 

^uejdaj^  i^tb  OSoher. 
After  breakfaft  we  took  leave  of  the  young 
ladies,  and  of  our  excellent  companion  Col,  to 
whom  we  had  been  fo  much  obliged.  He  had 
now  put  us  under  the  care  of  his  Chief;  and 
was  to  haften  back  to  Sky.  We  parted  from 
him  with  very  ftrong  feelings  of  kindnefs  and 
gratitude ;  and  we  hoped  to  have  had  fome  fu- 
ture opportunity  of  proving  to  him  the  fincerity 
of  what  we  felt ;  but  in  the  following  year  he 
was  unfortunately  loft  in  the  Sound  between 
Ulva  and  Mull  i  and  this  imperfeft  menK)rial, 
joined  to  the  high  honour  of  being  tenderly 
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and  refpeftfuUy  mentioned  by  Dr.  johnCan,  la 
die  only  return  which  the  tuicertainty  of  human 
events  has  permitted  us  to  make  to  this  dckrv^ 
vkig  young  man. 

Sir  Allan,  who  obligingly  undertook  t?o 
accompany  us  to  IcolmkilI>  had  a  ftrong  good 
boat,  with  four  ftout  rowers.  We  coafted 
along  Mull  till  we  reached  Gribon^  where  is 
what  is  called  Mackinnon's  care,  compared 
with  which  that  at  Ulinilh  is  inconfiderablew 
It  is  in  a  rock  of  a  great  height  ciofe  to  the  fea; 
Upon  the  left  of  its  entrance  there  is  a  cafcade, 
almoft  perpendicular  from  top  to  bottom  of 
dve  rock.  There  is  a  tradition  that  it  wai 
condw^ed  thither  artificialiy,  to  fupply  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  cave  with  water.  Dr.  John* 
fon  gave  no  credit  to  this  tradition.  As,  on 
the  one  hand,  his  faith  in  die  Chriftian  religion 
is  firmly  founded  upon  good  grounds ;  fo;  on 
the  other,  he  is  incredulous  when  there  is  no 
(ufficient  reafon  for  belief;  being  in  this  re-^ 
fpeA  juft  the  reverfe  of  modern  infidels,  who^ 
however  nice  and  fcrupuious  ih  weighing  the 
evidences  of  religion,  are  yet  often  fo  ready  to 
believe  the  mofl:  abfurd  and  improbable  tales  of 
another  nature,  that  Lord  Hailes  well  ob^ 
ferved,  a  good  efTay  might  be  written  Sur  U 
iredutite  des  Increduks, 

The  height  of  this  cave  I  rannot  tdl  with 
any  tolerable  exadtnefs;  bot  it  feemed  tp  be 
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xcry  loftjr^  and  to  be  a  pretty  regular  arch* 
We  penetrated^  by  candlelight,  a  great  wayi 
bf  our  meafuFement,  no  lefs  than  four  hundred 
and  eighty^five  feet.  Tradition  fays^  that  21 
piper  and  twelve  men  once  advanced  into  this 
cave^  nobody  can  tell  how  far ;  and  never  re^ 
turned*  At  the  diftance  to  which  w^  pro^ 
ceeded  the  air  was  quite  pure  ^  for  the  candlo 
^cnt/froely^  without  the  lead:  appearance  of 
the  iame  growing  globulari  but  as  we  had 
iudy  one»  we  thought  it  dangerow  to  venture 
further^  ]cQ^  ihould  ix,  have  been  extiogui(hed» 
we  ihouH  have  had  no  means^of  alcertaining 
whether  we  could  remain  without  danger.  Dr« 
Johnibn  faict  .  this  was  xht  greatefl:  natural  cu^ 
riolity  he  had  ever  fecn. 

We  ftw  the  ifland  of  StafFa,  at  no  very  great 
^iftance,  but  could  not  land  upon  it,  the  (Urge 
was  £9  high  on  ita  rocky  coafL 

Sir  Al)an,  anxious  for  the  honour  of  Mull> 
wsfi  ftill  talking  of  its  trMu^*,  and  pointing  them 
out  to  Dr.  Johnibn,  as  aq^pearing  at  a  diftance 
Qh  the  fleirts  of  that  ifland>  as  we  failed  along. 
T^Jibnftn.  "  Sir>  I  faw  at  Tobcrmorie  what 
iKey  called  a  wood,  which  I  unluckily  took  for 
kf^tlh  1(  yoa  (hew  me  what  I  (hall  tak«  for 
/nrze^  it  will  be  (bmething/' 

In  the  afternoon  we  went  afbore  on  the  coaft- 
of  MuU>  and  partook  of  a  cold  repaftj  which 
wc.  CMrrkd.  with  uu    We  hoped  to  have  pro«» 
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cured  fomc  rum  or  brandy  for  our  boatmen 
and  fcrvants,  from  a  publick-houfe  near  Where 
we  landed  j  but  unfortunately  a  funeral  a  few 
days  before  had  exhaufted  all  their  ftore.  Mn 
Campbell  however,  one  of  the  Duke  of  Argyle't 
tackfmen,  who  lived  in  the  neighbourhood,  on 
receiving  a  meffagc  from  Sir  Allan,  fent  us  a 
liberal  fupply. 

We  continued  to  coaft  along  Mull,  and 
pafled  by  Nuns*  Ifland,  which  it  is  (aid  be- 
longed to  the  nuns  of  Icolmkill,  and  from 
which,  we  were  told,  the  ftone  for  the  buildings 
there  was  taken*  As  we  failed  along  by  moon- 
light,  in  a  fea  fomewhat  rough,  and  often  be- 
tween black  and  gloomy  rocks.  Dr.  Johnfbn 
faid,  *'  If  this  be  not  roving  among  the 
Hehriies^  nothing  is/*— The  repetition  of 
words  which  he  had  fo  often  previoufly  ufed, 
made  a  ftrong  imprellion  on  my  imagination  i 
and,  by  a  natural  courfc  of  thinking,  led  me 
to  confider  how  our  prefent  adventures  would 
appear  to  me  at  a  future  period. 

I  have  often  experienced,  that  fcenes  through 
which  a  man  has  paflTed,  improve  by  lying  in 
the  memory :  they  grow  mellow.  Aai  laborts 
Juntjuamdi.  This  may  be  owing  to  comparing 
them  with  prefent  liftlefs  eafe.  Even  harfh 
fcenes  acquire  a  foftncfs  by  length  of  timcj 
and  fome  are  like  i^ery  loud  founds,  .which  do* 
not  plcafe,  or  at  Icaft  do  not  pleafc  fo  mucK, 
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till  you  are  removed  to  a  certain  diftancc. 
They  may  be  compared  to  ftrong  coarfe  pic- 
tureSj  which  will  not  bear  to  be  viewed  near* 
Even  pleafing  fcehes  improve  by  time,  and 
feem  more  cxquifite  in  recoUedUon,  than  when 
they  were  prelTent  j  if  they  have  not  faded  to 
dimnefs  in  the  memory.  Perhaps^  there  is  fb 
much  evil  in  every  human  enjoyment,  when 
prefent,-rfo  much  drofs  mixed  with  it,  that  it 
requires  to  be  refined  by  time  -,  and  yet  I  do 
not  fee  why  time  fliould  not  melt  away  the 
good  and  the  evil  in  equal  proportions  5 — why 
the  ihade  fhould  decay,  and  the  light  remain  in 
prefervation. 

After  a  tedious  fail,  which,  by  our  following 
various  turnings  of  the  coaft  of  Mull,  was  ex- 
tended to  about  forty  miles,  it  gave  us  no 
fmall  pleafure  to  perceive  a  light  in  the  village 
at  Icolmkill,  in  which  almofl  all  the  inhabitants 
of  the  ifland  live,  clofe  to  where  the  ancient 
buildings  flood*  As  we  approached  the  fhore^ 
the  tower  of  ^he  cathedral,  juft  difcernible  in 
the  air,  was  a  pifturefque  objeft. 

When  we  had  landed  upon  this  facred  place, 
which,  as  long  as  I  can  remember,  I  had 
thought  on  with  veneration.  Dr.  Johnfon  and 
I  cordially  embraced.  We  had  long  talked  of 
vifiting  Icolmkill ;  and,  from  the  latenefs  of  the 
feafbn,  were  at  times  very  doubtful  whether  wc 
fhould  be  able  to  efFeft  our  purpofe.  To  have 
fccn  it,  even  alone,  would  have  given  me  great 
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faitUfaftion ;  but  the  venerable  fcene  was  rcn-^ 
dered  much  more  pleafing  by  the  company  of 
my  great  and  pious  friend^  who  was  no  lefs 
aflPeded  by  it  than  I  was;  and  who  has  de- 
fcribcd  the  impreffions  it  ihould  make  on  the 
mind,  with  iuch  ftrength  of  thought»  and  ener- 
gy of  language,  that  1  (hall  quote  bis  words^ 
as  conveying  my  own  fenfations  much  more 
forcibly  than  I  am  capable  of  doing : 

*'  W  E  were  now  treading  that  illuftrious 
Ifland,  which  was  once  the  luminary  of  the 
Caledonian  regions,  whence  favage  clans  and 
roving  barbarians  derived  the  benefits  of  know- 
ledge, and  the  bleflings  of  religion.    To  ab- 
ftrzA  the  mind  from  all  local  emotion  would 
be  impoflible,  if  it  were  endeavoured,  and  would 
be  foolifh,  if  it  were  pofliblc.    Whatever  with- 
draws us  from  the  power  of  our  fenfes,  what- 
ever makes  the  paft,  the  diftant,  or  the  future, 
predominate  over  the  prefent,  advances  us  in 
the  dignity  of  thinking  beings.     Far  from  me, 
and  from  my  friends,  be  luch  frigid  philofophy 
as  may  conduft  us  indifferent  and  unmoved 
over  any  ground  which  has  been  dignified  by 
wifdom>  bravery,  or  virtue.    That  man  is  little 
to  be  enviedj  whofe  patriotifm  would  not  gain 
force  upon  the  plain  of  Marathon,  or  whofe 
piety  would  not  grow  warmer  among  the  ruins 
of  lona !  *''  Upon 

*  Had  our  Tour  produced  nothmg  elfe  but  thU  fiibjinie 
pail^ige,  ths  world  mull  have  acknowledged  that  it  was  not 

made 
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\Jp6h  hearing  that  Sir  Allan  M'Lean  Wa$  ir^ 
rived,  the  inhabitants,  who  ftill  conGder  thenn- 
(elves  as  the  people  of  Mf Lean,  to  whom  the 
ifland  fornnierly  belonged,  though  the  Duke  of 
Argyle  has  at  prefent  pofleffion  of  it,  ran  ea- 
geriy  to  him.  . 

We  were  accoftimodated  this  night  in  a  large 
barn,  the  ifland  affording  no  lodging  that  we 
fhould  have  liked  fb  well.  Some  good  hay  was 
ftrewed  at  one  end  of  it>  to  form  a  bed  for  us, 
upon  which  we  lay  with  our  clothes  on  i  and  we 
were  furnifhed  with  blankets  from  the  village. 
Each  of  us  had  a  portmanteau  for  a  pillow^ 
When  I  awaked  in  the  morning,  and  looked 
round  me,  I  could  not  help  fmiling  at  the  idea 
of  the  Chief  of  the  McLeans,  the  great  Englilh 
Moralift,  and  myfelf,  lying  thus  extended  m 
fuch  a  lituation. 

Wednejdajy  ^otb  O^obet. 
Early  in  the  morning  we  furveyed  the  re^ 
mains  of  antiquity  at  this  place,  accompanied 
by  an  illiterate  fellow^  as  Cicerone^  who  called 
himfelf  a  defcendant  of  a  coufin  of  Saint  Co*^ 
lumba,  the  founder  of  the  religious  eftablilh* 
meht  here.    As  I  knew  that  many  perfons  had 

Ee  a  already 

made  in  vali.    The  prefent  refpeftable  Prefident  of  the  Royal 
Society  was  fo  much  ftniek  on  reading  it»  that  he  dafped  hit 
hands  together,  and  remained  for  fome  time  in  an  attitude  of 
iilent  admtratioB. 
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already  examined  them>  and  as  I  faw  DV. 
Johnfon  infpeding  and  meafuring  feveral  of 
the  ruins  of  which  he  has  fince  given  fo  full  an 
account,  my  mind  was  quiefcent  s  and  I  re-- 
folved  to  ilroll  among  them  at  my  eafe^  to  take 
no  trouble  to  invcftigate  minutely,  and  only 
receive  the  general  impreifion  of  iblemn  anti- 
quity, and  the  particular  ideas  of  fuch  obJ€^ 
as  ihould  of  themfelves  ftrike  my  attention. 

Wc  walked  from  the  Monaftcry  of  Nuns  to 
the  great  church  or  cathedral^  as  they  call  it, 
along  an  old  broken  caufeway.  They  told  us, 
that  this  had  been  a  flr^et ;  and  that  there  were 
good  houfes  built  on  each  fide.  Dr.  Johnfon 
doubted  if  it  was  any  thing  more  than  a  pSved 
road  for  the  nuns.  The  Convent  of  Monks, 
the  great  church,  Oran's  chapel,  and  four  other 
chapels,  are  ftill  to  be  difcerned.  But  I  muft 
own  that  Icolmkill  did  not  anfwer  my  expec- 
tations ;  for  they  were  high,  from  what  I  had 
read  of  it,  and  ftill  more  from  what  I  had  beard 
and  thought  of  it,  from  my  earlieft  years.  Dr, 
Johnfon  faid,  it  came  up  to  his  expedations, 
becaufe  he  had  taken  his  impreSlon  from.  a& 
account  of  it  fubjoined  to  Sachevcrers  Hiftory 
of  the  Ifje  of  Man,  where  it  is  faid,  there  is- 
not  mych  to  be  fecn  here.  We  were  both  dif- 
appointed,  when  we  were  fhcwn  what  are 
called  the  monuments  of  th^f  Kings  of  Scotland,: 
Ireland,  and  Denmark,  and  of  a  King  of 
4  Fran€C» 
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France,  There  are  only  fomc  grave- ftonc* 
^at  on  the  earth,  and  we  could  fee  no  infcrip- 
tions.  How  far  fhort  was  this  of  marble  mo- 
numents, like  thofe  in  Weftminftcr^bbcy, 
which  I  had  imaged  here!  The  grave- 
Hones  of  Sir  Allan  McLean's  family,  and  of 
that  of  M^Quarrie,  had  as  good  an  appearance 
as  the  royal  ones  -,  if  they  were  royal,  which 
we  doubted. 

My  eaiinefs  to  give  credit  to  what  I  heard 
in  the  courfe  of  our  Tour,  was  too  great.  Dn 
Johnfon's  peculiar  accuracy  of  inveftigation 
dete6ted  much  traditional  fiAion^  and  many 
grofs  miftakes.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
that^e  was  provoked  by  people  cardcfsly  telling 
him,  with  the  utmoft  readinefs  and  confidence^ 
fwhat  he  founds  on  queftioning  them  a  little 
more,  was  eiToneous.  Of  this  there  were  ih- 
iiumerable  inftances. 

I  left  him  and  Sir  Allan  at  breakfaft  in 
pur  barn^  and  ftole  back  again  to  the  cathe* 
dral,  to  indulge  in  folitade  and  devout  medi- 
tation. While  contemplating  the  venerable 
f uins,  I  reflefted  with  much  fatisfadion,  that 
the  folemn  fcenes  of  piety  never  lofc  their  fanc- 
tity  and  influence,  though  the  cares  afid  follies 
of  life  may  prevent  us  from  vifiting  them,  or 
may  even  make  us  fancy  that  their  efFedts  are 
only  *'  as  yefterday,  when  it  is  paft,"  and  never 
again  to  be  perceived.  I  hoped,  that*  ever  ^fter 
liaving  been  in  this  holy  place,  I  Ihoyld  main- 
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eain  an  exemplary  condu£i:.    One  has  a  ftrange 
propenfity  to  fix  upon  fome  point  of  time  from 
whence  a  better  courfe  of  life  may  begin. 

Being  dcfirous  to'vifit  the  oppofite  (horc  of 
the  iQand^  where  Saint  Columba  is  faid  to  have 
landed^  I  procured  a  horfe  from  one  M'Ginnis, 
who  ran  along  as  nriy  guide.  The  M*Ginnifes 
are  faid  to  be  a  branch  of  the  clan  of  M^Lean^ 
Sir  Allan  had  been  told  that  this  man  had  re- 
fufed  to  fend  him  fome  rum.  at  which  the 
knight  was  in  great  indignation.  ^^  You  rafcai ! 
(faid  he^)  don't  you  know  that  I  can  hangyou, 
if  I  pleafe  ?  "r— Not  adverting  to  the  Chieftain's 
power  over  his  clan,  I  imagined  that  Sir 
Allan  had  known  of  fome  capital  crime  that 
the  fellow  had  committed>  which  he  could  dif- 
cover^  and  fo  get  him  condemned ;  and  faid, 
<'How  fo?"—«  Why,  (faid  Sir  Allan,)  are 
they  not  all  my  people  ? " — Senfible  of  my  in- 
advertency, and  moft  willing  to  contribute  what 
I  could  towards  the  continuation  of  feudal  au- 
thority, '^  Very  true,"  faid  I  —Sir  Allan  went 
on  :  *'  Refufe  to  fend  rum  to  me,  you  rafcai ! 
Don't  you  know  that,  if  I  order  you  to  go  and 
cut  a  man's  throat,  you  are  to  do  it  ? "— "  Yes, 
an*t  pleafe  your  honour  !  and  my  own  too,  and 
hang  myfelf  too/' — ^The  poor  fellow  denied 
that  he  had  refufed  to  fend  the  rum.  His 
making  thefe  profeffions  was  not  merely  a  pre- 
tence in  prefence  of  his  Chief  i  for  afiper  he  and 

I  were 
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I  were  out  of  Sir  Allan's  hearing,  he  told  me, 
^'  Had  be  fent  his  dog  for  the  rum^  I  wodld 
have  given  it  c  I  would  cut  my  bones  for  him." 
— It  was  very  remarkable  to  find  fuch  an  at- 
tachment to  a  Chief,  though  he  had  then  no 
conneffcion  with  tlie  ifland,  and  had  no£  btcn 
diere  for  fourteen  years.— Sir  Allan,  fey  way  of 
upbraiding  the  feUow,  faid,  ^<  I  believe  yoti 
are  a  Campbell.'^ 

The  place  which  I  went  to  fee  is  about  two 
miles  from  the  village*  They  call  it  Port^ 
tvberry^  frpm  the  wherry  in  which  ColumiM 
came ;.  though,  when  they  ihew  the  length  of 
his  veflTel,  as  marked  on  the  beach  by  two  heaps 
of  ftones,  diey  fay,  ''  Here  is  the  length  of  the 
Currach^  ^fing  the  Erfe  word^ 

Icolmkill  is  a  fertile  ifland,  The  inhabitants 
export  fome  cattle  and  grain  $  and,  I  was  told, 
they  import  nothing  but  iron  and  fait.  They 
are  induftrious,  and  make  their  own  woollen 
and  linen  cloth ;  and  they  brew  a  good  deal  of 
beerj  which  we  did  aot  find  in  4ny  of  the  other 
{(lands. 

We  fet  fail  again  about  mid-day,  and  in  the 
evening  landed  on  Mull,  near  the  houfe  of  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Neil  M*Leod,  T^ho,  having  been 
informed  of  our  coming,  by  a  mf^ffage  from 
Sit  Allan,  came  out  to  meet  us.  We  were  this 
night  very  agreeably  entertained  at  his  houfe. 
X)x.  Jghnfon  obfgrved  to  me,  that  he  was  the 
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cleaneft-headed  man  that  he  had  met  \icith  in 
the  Wcftefn  Iflands.  He  feemed  to  be  well 
acquainted  ^ith  Dr.  Johnfon's  writings^  and 
courteoufly  faid,  "  I  have  been  often  obliged 
to  you,  though  I  never  had  the  pleafure  of  fee- 
ing you  before." 

He  told  us,  he  had  lived  for  fome  time  in 
St.  Kilda,  under  the  tuition  of  the  minifter  or 
catechift  there ;  and  had  there  firft  read  Horace 
and  Virgil.  The  fcenes  which  they  defcribe 
muft  have  been  a  ftrong  contrail  to  the  dreary 
wafte  around  him* 

Thurfdayj  ai/  OSdher. 
This  morning  the  fubjedk  of  politicks  was 
introduced. — Jobnjon.  "  Pulteney  was  as  paltry 
a  fellow  as  could  be.  He  was  a  Whig,  who 
pretended  to  be  honeft  i  and  you  know  it  is 
ridiculous  for  a  Whig  to  pretend  to  be  honefl. 
He  cannot  hold  it  out.*'-*-He  called  Mr.  Pitt  a 
meteor :  Sir  Robert  Walpole  a  fixed  ftar.— He 
faid,  «  It  is  wonderful  to  think  that  all  the 
force  of  government  was  required  to  prevent 
Wilkes  from  being  chofcn  the  chief  magiilrate 
of  London,  though  the  liverymen  knew  he 
Wbuld  rob  their  fhops, — knew  he  would  de- 
bauch their  daughters  *." 

*  I  think  It  incumbent  on  me  to  make  fome  obfenration  on 
iBis  flroDg  Citincal  Tally  oo  my  ciaflical  companion,   Mr. 

Wilka^ 
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BofwelL  '^  The  Hiftory  of  England  is  fo 
ftrange>  that,  if  it  were  not  fo  well  vouched  as 
it  is,  in  would  hardly  be  credible/* — Johnfoni. 
"  Sir,  if  it  were  told  as  ihortly,  and  with  as 
little  preparation  for  introducing  the  different 
events,  as  the  Hiftory  of  the  Jewilh  Kings,  it 
would  be  equally  liable  to  objections  of  ioipro* 
bability/' — Mn  M'Leod  was  much  pleafcd 
with  the  jufticc  and  novelty  of  the  thought.-— 
Dr.  Johnfon  illuftrated  what  he  had  faid,  as  fol- 
lows :  ^'  Take,  as  an  inftance^  Charles  tht 
Firft's  conceffions  to  his  parliament,  which  were 
greater  dnd  greater^  in  proportion  as  the  par- 
liament grew  more  infolent,  and  lefs  deferving 

of 

Wilkes.  Reporting  it  lately  from  memory,  in  his  prefence,  I 
exprefled  it  thus  s— *'  They  knew  he  would  rob  their  (hops,  if 
be  durft\  they  knew  he  would  debauch  their  daughters,  if  h§ 
could  ;'*  which,  according  to  the  French  phrafe,  may  be  faid 
rtncberir  on  Dr.  Johnfon  j  but  on  looking  Into  my  Tpurnal,  I 
found  it  as  above,  and  would  by  no  means  make  any  tddi« 
tion.  Mr.  Wilkes  received  both  readings  with  a  good  hu- 
mour that  I  cannot  enough  admire.  Indeed  both  he  and  I 
(as,  with  refpefl  to  myfelf,  the  reader  has  more  than  once 
had  occafion  to  obierve  in  the  courfe  of  this  Journal,}  are  tod 
fond  of  a  bon'tnot^  not  to  reli(h  it,  though  we  (houid  be  our« 
felves  the  objeft  of  it. 

Let  me  add,  in  juftice  to  the  gentleman  here  mentioned^ 
that,  at  a  fubfequent  period,  he  tvas  eleAed  chief  magiftratd 
of  London,  and  difcharged  the  duties  of  that  high  office  witli 
great  honour  to  himfeif,  and  advantage  to  the  \city.--^bme 
years  before  Dr.  Johnfon  died,  I  was  fortunate  enough  to 
bring  him  and  Mr.  Wilkes  togetheri  the  confequence  of 
which  was,  that  they  were  ever  afterwards  on  eafy,  and  not 
unfriendly  terms.  The  particular!  I  /haJI  have  great  pleafura 
in  relating  at  large  in  my  LiFX  or  Dr«  Johnson* 
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of  truft.  Had  thefe  conceffions  been  related 
nakedlyj  without  any  detail  of  the  circum- 
ftances  which  gradually  led  to  them^  the^ 
would  not  have  been  believed/' 

Sir  Allan  McLean  bragged^  that  Scotland  had 
the  advantage  of  England^  by  its  having  more 
water.  Jobnfm.  "  Sir,  wc  would  not  have  your 
water,  to  take  the  vile  bogs  which  produce  it. 
You  have  too  much !  A  man  who  is  drowned 
has  more  water  than  either  of  us;" — ^and  then  he 
laughed  •'—^But  this  was  furely  robuft  fophiftry; 
for  the  people  of  tafte  in  England,  who  have 
feen  Scotland,  own  that  its  variety  of  rivers  and 
lakes  makes  it  naturally  more  beautiful  than 
England,  in  that  rcfpcft.) — Purfuing  his  vic- 
tory over  Sir  Allan,  he  proceeded:  "  Your 
country  confifls  of  two  things,  (lone  and  water. 
Thiere  is,  indeed,  a  little  earth  above  the  (tone 
in  fome  places,  but  a  very  little;  ami  the  flone 
is  always  appearing.  It  is  like  ^  man  in  rags  i 
the  naked  ikin  is  ftill  peeping  out/' 

He  took  leave  of  Mr^  M'Leod,  faying,  *^  Sir^ 
I  thank  you  for  your  entertainment,  and  your 
converfation." 

Mr.  Campbell,  who  had  been  fo  polite  ycf- 
terday,  came  this  morning  on  purpofe  to  break-* 
faft  with  us^  iMid  very  obligingly  furnifhed  us 
with  horfes  to  proceed  on  our  journey  to  Mr. 
M*Clean's  of  Locbiuy,  where  we  were  to 
pafs  the  night.    We  dined  at  the  houfe  of  Dr. 

Alexander 
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Alexander  McLean,  another  phyfician  in  MuU^ 
who  was  fo  much  ftruck  with  the  uncommon 
converfation  of  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  he  obferved 
to  me,  "  This  man  is  juft  a  bogfbead  of  fcnfc.** 

Dr.  Johnfon  faid  of  the  Turkijb  Sfy,  which 
lay  in  the  room^  that  it  told  nothing  but  what 
every  body  might  have  known  at  that  time ; 
and  that  what  was  good  in  it^  did  not  pay  you 
for  the  trouble  of  reading  to  find  it. 

After  a  very  tedious  ride^  through  what 
appeared  to  me  the  moft  gloomy  and  deib* 
late  country  I  had  ever  beheld^  we  arrived^ 
between  feven  and  eight  o'clock^  at  Mtfy, 
the  feat  of  the  Laird  of  LcMuy.^^Buf^  in 
£rfe>  fignifies  yellow,  and  I  at  firft  imagined 
that  the  loch  or  branch  of  the  fea  here,  was 
thus  denominated,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
Rid  Sea ;  but  I  afterwards  learnt  it  derived  its 
name  from  a  hill  above  it,  which,  being  of  a 
yellowilh  hue,  has  the  epithet  of  Buf. 

We  had  heard  much  of  Lochbuy's  being 
a  great  roaring  braggadocio,  a  kind  of 
Sir  John  Falftaff,  both  in  fize  and  manners  s 
but  we  found  that  they  had  fwelled  him  up  to 
a  fi&itbus  fize,  and  clothed  him  with  imagi^ 
nary  qualities. — Col's  idea  of  him  wa$  equally 
extravagant,  though  very  diflferent :  he  told  us, 
he  was  quite  a  Don  Quixote ;  and  faid,  he 
would  give  a  great  deal  to  fee  him  and  Dr. 
Johnfon  together.    The  truth  is,  that  Loch^ 
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buy  proved  to  be  only  a  bluff,  c6mely,  noify 
old  gentleman,  proud  of  his  hereditary  confe-* 
quence,  and  a  very  hearty  and  hofpitable  land^ 
lord.  Lady  Lochbuy  wa^  filler  to  Sir  Allan 
McLean,  but  n^uch  older.  He  faid  to  me, 
*♦  They  are  quite  jMediluviaHs"  Being  told  that 
Dr.Johnfon  did  not  hear  well,  Lochbuy  bawled 
out  to  him,  **  Are  you  of  the  Johnftons  of 
Glencro,  or  of  Ardnamurchan  ? "— Dr.  Johnfoa 
gave  hifn  a  figniBcant  look,  but  made  no  an* 
fwer;  and  I  told  Lochbuy  that  he  was  not 
JohaQon,  but  John/^ii,  and  that  he  was  an  Eng^ 
liihman* 

Lochbuy  fomc  years  ago  tried  to  prove  him- 
felf  a  weak  man,  liable  to  impofition,  or,  as 
we  term  it  in  Scotland,  a  facile  man,  in  order 
to  fet  afide  a  leafe  which  he  had  granted  ;  but 
failed  in  the  attempt.  On  my  mentioning 
this  circumftance  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  he  feemed 
much  furprized  that  fuch  a  fuit  was  admitted 
by  the  Scottifh  law,  and  obferved,  that  '^  in 
England  no  man  is  allowed  toftultify  himfelf." 
Sir  Allan,  Lochbuy,  and  I,  had  the  conver- 
fation  chiefly  to  ourfelves  to-night :  Dr.  John- 
Jbn,  being  extremely  wear}^,  went  to  bed  foofi 
.  after  fupper. 

Friday^  ^OjdO&ober. 
Before  Dr.  Johnfon  came  to  break  faft.  Lady 
Lochbuy  faid,  **  he  was  a  dtmgem  of  wit  j " 
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^  very  common  phrafe  in  Scotland  to  exprcls  9 
profoundnefs  of  intcUed^  though  he  afterwards 
told  me,  that  he  had  never  heard  it.  She  pro* 
pofed^that  he  fliould  have  fomc  coldfheep's^ 
head  for  breakfaft.  Sir  Allan  feemed  dif* 
pleafed  at  his  fillers  vulgarity,  and  wondered 
how  fuch  a  thought  Ihonld  come  into  her  head* 
From  a  mifchievous  love  of  Iport,  I  took  the 
lady's  part;  and  very  gravely  faid,  "I  think 
it  is  but  fair  to  give  him  an  offer  of  it.  If  he 
does  not  chobfe  it,  he  may  let  it  alone."-^"  I 
think  fo,"  faid  the  lady,  looking  at  her  brother 
with  an  air  of  viftory.  Sir  Allan,  finding  the 
matter  defperate,  ftrutted  about  the  room,  and 
look  fnuff".  When  Dr.  Johnfon  came  in,  ihc 
called  to  him,  **  Do  you  choofe  any  cole} 
flieep's-hcad,  fir  ?  " — "  No,  Madam,"  faid  he, 
with  a  tone  of  furprife  and  anger. — "  It  is  here, 
fir,"  faid  flie,  fuppofing  I^e  had  refufed  it  to 
fave  the:  trouble  of  bringing  it  in.  They  thus 
went  on  at  crofs  purpofes,  till  he  confirmed  his 
refufal  in  a  manner  not  to  be  mifunderflood ; 
while  I  fat  quietly  by,  and  enjoyed  my  fuccefs. 
After  breakfaft,  we  furveyed  the  old  caftle, 
in  the  pit  or  dungeon  of  which  Lochbuy  had 
fomc  years  before  taken  upon  him  to  imprifon 
fever^  perfons^  and  though  he  had  been  fined 
in  a  confiderable  fum  by  the  Court  of  Jufti- 
ciary,  he  was  fo  little  affcded  by  it,  that, 
wbile  we  were  examining  the  dungeon,  I^e  faid 

to 
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t6  ftic,  with  a  fmile,  "  Your  fathef  kiidftri 
ibmething  of  this  j"  (alluding  to  my  fathcr^a 
having  fat.  as  one  of  the  judges  on  his  trial.) 
Sir  Allan  whifpertd  me>  that  the  laird  could 
not  be  perfuaded»  that  he  had  loft  his  heri<* 
table  jurifdiftion. 

We  then  fct  out  for  the  ferry,  by  which  we 
were  to  crofs  to  the  main  land  of  Argylefliire. 
Lochbuy  and  Sir  Allan  accompanied  ui.  We 
were  told  much  of  a  war-faddle,  on  which  this 
reputed  Don  Quixote  ufed  to  be  mounted  y  but 
we  (}id  not  fee  it,  for  the  young  laird  had  ap* 
plied  it  to  a  lefs  noble  purpofe,  having  taken  it 
to  Falkirk  fair  wUb  a  drove  of  black  caitle. 

We  bade  adieu  to  Lochbuy,  and  to  our  very 
kind  conductor  Sir  Allan  McLean,  on  the  Ihore 
of  Mull,  and  then  got  into  the  ferry-boat,  the 
bottom  of  which  was  Are  wed  with  branches  of 
trees  or  buflies,  upon  which  we  fat.  We  had  a 
good  day,  and  a  fine  palfage,  and  in  the  evening 
landed  at  Oban,  where  we  found  a  tolerable 
inn.  After  having  been  fo  long  confined  at 
different  times  in  iflands,  from  which  it  was 
always  uncertain  when  we  could  get  away,  it 
was  comfortable  to  be  now  on  the  main  land, 
and  to  know  that,  if  in  health,  we  might 
get  to  any  place  in  Scotland  or  England  in  a 
certain  number  of  days. 
.  IJcre  we  difcovered,  from  the  conjefttntt 
which  were  formed,    that  the  people  on  tiie 

main 


C  431  1 

main  land  were  entirely  ignorant  of  our  tticn 
tions  r  for  in  a  Glafgow  news-paper  we  found 
a  paragraph,  which,  as  it  contains  a  juft  and 
well-turned  compliment  to  my  illuftrious 
friend,  I  iHall  here  infert : 

"  Wc  are  well  affured  that  Doftor  Johnfon 
is  confined  by  tempeftuous  weather  to  the 
ifle  of  Sky  $  it  being  unfafe  to  venture,  in  a 
fmall  boat,  upon  fuch  a  (lormy  furge  as  is 
"  very  common  there  at  this  time  of  the  year. 
Such  a  philofopher,  detained  on  an  aimoft 
barren  ifland,  refembles  a  whale  left  upon  the 
**  ftrand*  ,  The  latter  will  be  welcome  to  every 
<<  body,  on  account  of  his  oil,  his  bone,  &c« 
*<  and  the  other  will  charm  his  companions^ 
'*  and  the  rude  inhabitants,  with  his  fuperior 
"  knowledge  and  wifdom,  calm  refignation^ 
'*  and  unbounded  benevolence." 

Saturday,  23//  Oilober. 

After  a  good  night's  reft,  wc  breakfafted  stt: 
our  leifure.  We  talked  of  Goldfmith'sfr0v^/&r, 
of  which  Dr.  Johnfon  fpoke  highly  5  and,  while 
I  was  helping  him  on  with  his  great  coat,  he 
repeated  from  it  the  charaAer  of  the  Englifli 
nation,  which  he  did  with  fuch  energy,  that 
the  tear  ftarted  into,  his  eye. 

We  could  get  but  one  bridle  here,  which> 
according  to  the  maxim  delur  dignimy  was  ap* 
propriated   to  Dr.  Johnfon's  fheltie.     I   and 
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Jofeph  rode  with  halters.  We  crofTed  in  a 
ferry-boat  a  pretty  wide  lake,  and  on  the  fur- 
ther fide  of  it,  clofc  by  the  Ihorc,  found  a  hut 
for  our  inn.  We  were  much  wet-  I  changed 
my  clothes  in  part,  and '  was  at  pains  to  get 
myfclf  well  dried.  Dr.  Johnfbn  refolutely  kept 
on  all  his  clothes,  wet  as  they  were,  letting 
them  fteam  before  the  fmoky  turf  fire.  I 
thought  him  in  the  wrong}  but  his  firmncls 
was,  perhaps,  a  fpecies  of  heroifm. 

I  remember  but  little  of  our  converfation. 
I  mentioned  Shcnftone's  faying  of  Pope,  that 
he  had  the  art  of  condenfing  fenfe  more  than 
any  body.  Dr.  Johnfbn  faid,  "  It  is  not  true, 
fir.  There  is  more  fenfe  in  a  line  of  Cowley 
than  in  a  page  (or  a  fcntcnce,  or  ten  lines, — I 
am  not  quite  certain  of  the  very  phrafe)  of 
Pope."  He  maintained,  that  Archibald,  Duke 
of  Argyle,  was  a  narrow  man,  I  wondered  at 
this ;  and  obferved,  that  his  building  fo  great 
a  houfe  at  Inveraray  was  not  like  a  narrow 
man.  "  Sir,  (faid  he,)  when  a  narrow  man 
has  reiblved  to  build  a  houfe,  he  builds  it  like 
another  man.  But  Archibald,  Duke  of  Ar- 
gyle, was  narrow  in  his  ordinary  expences,  in 
his  quotidian  expences." 

The  diftinftion  is  very  juft.  It  is  in  the 
ordinary  expences  of  life  that  a  man's  liberality 
or  narrownefs  is  to  be  difcovered. — I  never 
heard  the  word  quotidian  in  this  fenfe,  and  I 
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imagined  it  to  be  a  word  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  own 
fabrication  ;  but  I  have  fince , found  it  in  Dr. 
Young's  Nigb^  TbougbiSy  (Night  fifth,) 

**  Death's  a  deftroyer  of  quotidian  prey," 

and  in  my  friend's  Didionary>  fupported  by 
the  authorities  of  Charles  I.  and  Dr.  Donne. 

It  rained  very  hard  as  we  journeyed  on  after 
dinner.  The  roar  of  torrents  from  the  moun- 
tains^ as  we  pafied  along  in  the  dufkj  and  the 
other  circumftances  attending  our  ride  this 
evening,  have  been  mentioned  with  fo  much 
animation  by  Dr.  Johnfon,  that  I  Jhall  not  at- 
tempt to  fay  any  thing  on  the  fubjeft. 

We  got  at  night  to  Inveraray,  where  we 
found  an  excellent  inn.  Even  here.  Dr.  Johnfon 
would  not  change  his  wet  clothes. 

The  profpeft  of  good  accommodation 
.  fcheered  us  much.  We  fupped  well  j  and  after 
•  fuppcr.  Dr.  Johnfon,  whom  I  had  not  feen  fafte 
any  fermented  liquor  during  all  our  travels, 
called  for  a  gill  of  whifky.  *'  Come,  (faid  he,) 
let  me  know  what  it  is  that  makes  a  Scotfman 
happy !  **  He  drank  it  all  but  a  drop,  which  I 
begged  leave  to  pour  into  my  glafs,  that  I 
might  fay  we  had  drank  whifky  together.  I 
propofed  Mrs.  Thralc  (hould  be  our  toaft.  H^ 
would  not  have  her  drunk  in  whiflcy,  but  rather 
*•  fome  infular  lady  5"  fo  we  drank  one  of 
the  ladies  whom  w«  had  lately  left .-^He  owned 

Ff  to- night, 
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to-night,  that  he  got  ai^  good  a  room  and  htd 
as  at  anEnglilhinn. 

I  had  here  the  pleafure  of  finding  a  letter 
from  home,  which  relieved  me  from  the  anxiety 
I  had  fuSered,  in  confeqaence  of  not  having 
received  any  account  of  my  family  for  many 
weeks^  I  alfo  found  a  letter  from  Mr.  Gar* 
rick,  which  was  a  regale  as  agreeable  as  a  pine- 
apple would  be  in  a  defert.  He  had  favoured 
me  with  his  correfpondence  for  many  years; 
and  when  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  were  at  Invernefsj 
I  had  written  to  him  as  follows  ^ 

"  My  dear  fir,  s,tndayX^^"^gX  177V 

"  HERE  I  am,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Johnfoa 
aftually  with  me.  We  were  a  night  at  Fores, 
in  coming  to  which,  in  the  duik  of  the  evening, 
we  pafied  over  the  bleak  and  blafled  heath 
where  M?icbeth  met  the  witches.  Your  old 
preceptor  repeated,  with  much  folemnity,  the 
ipeech — 

"  Hov  far  is't  caH'd  to  Fores  ?  Wbu  ave  thefe; 
"  So  withered,  and  fo  wild  in  their  attire,"  &c. 

This  day  we  vifited  the  ruins  of  Macbeth'^ 
caftle  at  Invernefs.  I  have  had  great  roman- 
tick  fatisfa&ion  in  feeing  Johiiibn  upon  the 
clafTical  fcenes  of  Shakfpeare  in  Scotland;  which 
I  really  looked  upon  as  almoft  as  improbable  a» 
that  ^  Birnam  wood  (hould  come  toDunfinane/ 
Indeed,  as  I  have  always  been  accuftomed  to 
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^eW  him  as  a  permanent  London  objeAj  it; 
Would  not  be  much  more  wonderful  to  me  zq 
fee  St.  Paul's  church  moving  along  where  we 
now  are.  As  yet  we  have  travelled  in  poft- 
chaifes;  but  to-morrow  we  arc  to  mount  on 
horfeback>  and  afcend  into  the  mountains  hy 
Fort  AuguftuSi  and  fo  on  to  the  ferry^  where 
we  are  to  crofs  to  Sky.  We  fhall  fee  that 
Ifland  fully,  and  then  vifit  fome  more  of  the 
Hebrides ;  after  which  we  are  to .  land  in  Ar- 
gylelhirci  proceed  by  Glafgow  to  Auchinleck^ 
repofe  there  a  competent  time^  and  then  re* 
.turn  to  Ediiibut-ghj  from  whence  the  Rambler 
will  depart  for  old  England  again,  as  foon  as 
he  finds  it  convenient.  Hitherto,  we  have  had 
a  very  prolperous  expedition^  I  flatter  myfclf, 
Jervetur  ad  mum,  qualis  ab  intepto  procejferit^ 
He  is  in  excellent  fpirits,  and  I  have  a  rich 
journal  of  his  converfation.  Look  back, 
Davy*,  to  Lichfield, — run  up  through  the  time 
that  has  elapfed  (ince  you  firft  knew  Mr.  Johop 
fon,— aand  enjoy  with  me  his  prcfent  extraor- 
dinary Toili*.  I  tould  not  fefift  the  impulfc  of* 
Ivritittg  to  you  ffom  this  place.  The  fituatioli 
of  the  old  caftle  Oorfefpoiids  etaftly  to  Shak-- 
fpearc's  defcription.  While  we  were  there  to- 
day, it  happened  oddly,  that  a  raved  perched 

F  f  a  upoh 

^  i  took  tlie  liberty  6f  givitig  this  familiir  flppelfation  to 
toy  celebrated  friend,  to  bring  in  a  more  timely  manner  to  hia 
remembrance  the  period  when  he  waa  th*  JohnA>B*9  pupil* 


tipon  one  of  the  chimney-tops,  and  croaked; 
Then,  I  in  my  turn  repeated 

V         *•  The  raven  himfelf  is  hoarfe, 

"  That  croaks  the  fat^  entetince  of  Duncan/ 
'*  tFnder  my  battlemettte." 

*  . 

**  I  Pfifh  yoQ  had  been  with  i]&»  Think 
t^hat  enthuHaftick  happinels  I  (hall  hare  to  ke 
Mr.  Samuel  Johnfof^  walking  ainong  the  ro- 
mantick  rocks  and  woods  of  my  anceftora  at 
Auchinleckl  Write  to  me  at  Edinblu^gh. 
You  owe  me  his  rerfes  on  great  George  and 
tuneful  Cibber,  and  tha  bad  rerfes  which  led 
him  to  make  bis  fine  ones  on  Philips  the  mu« 
fician.  Keep  your  proitiife^  ai^d  let  me  have 
thecifi.>  I  offer , my  very.beft  compliments  to 
Mrs.  Garrick,  and  ever  am 

iTour  warm  admirer  and  friend> 

La^On.  -^^ \        JAM£S  BOSWELL. 

HU  anfwer  was  as  foHoWs : 

^  Dear  fif,  Hampton,  Sept,  14, 

»773- 

''  YOU  ftoleaway  from  London^  and 
left  us  all  in  the  lorch ;  for  we  expected  you  . 
one  night  at  the  club^  and  knew  nothing  of 
your  departure.  Had  I  paid  you  what  I  owed 
you,  for  the  book  yOu  bought  for  me,  I  fhould 
only  have  grieved  for  the  lofs  of  your  company, 
and  flcpt  with  a  quiet  confcicnce ;  but,  wounded 
as  it  IS,  it  muft  remain  fb  till  I  fee  you  again, 
though  I  am  fuK  our  good  friend  Mr.  Johnlbn 
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will  difcharge  the  debt  for  me,  if  you  wili  let 
him. — Your  account  of  your  journey  to  Fores^ 
the  raven^  oldcaftle^  &c.  &c.  made  nac  half  mad. 
Are  you  not  rather  too  late  in  the  year  for  fine 
weather,  which  is  the  life  and  foul  of  feeing 
places  ?--r-I  hope  your  pleafurc  will  continue 
Squalls  ab  inc&fto^  &c, 

"  Your  friend threatens  mc  much. 

I  only  wilh  that  hp  would  put  his  threats  in 
^ecution,  and,  if  he  prints  his  play^  I  will 
forgive  hini.  I  remember  \\t  complained  tQ 
you,  that  his  bookfeller  calie4  for  the  money 

for  fome  copies  of  his ,  which  I  fub- 

fcribed  for,  and  that  I  dcfired  lym  to  call 
again. — The  truth  is,  that  my  wife  was  not  at 
home,  and  that  for  weeks  together  I  I^^ve  not 
ten  fhillings  in  my  pocket,— However,  had  k 
been  ofherwife,  it  was  not  fo  grieat  a  crime  to 
draw  his  poetical  vengeance  upon  me. — I  de- 
fpifc  all  that  he  can  do,  and  am  glad  that  I  cal^ 
fo  eafily  get  rid  of  him  and  his  ingratitude.— I 
am  hardened  l^th  to  abufe  and  ingratitude. 

*'  You,  I  am  fure,  will  no  more  recommen4 
your  poetafters  to  nriy  ciyility  and  good  o£Bces. 

^'  Shall  I  recommend  to  you  a  flay  of  Ef*» 
chylus,  (the  Prometheus,)  publifliecj  and  ' 
tranflated  by  poor  old  Morell,  who  is  a  good 
icholar,  and  an  acquaintance  of  mine  ?  It 
Y^ill  be  but  half  a  guinea,  and  yot^r  name  ihaH 
^e  put  in  the  lift  I  am  making  for  him.  You 
wjU  be  in  very  good  company, 

Pf  3  "  Now 
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*•  Now  for  the  Epitaphs  I 

[Tbeff,  together  with  the  verfes  on  George  the 

Second,  and  Colley  CiMer,  as  his  Poet  Lau^ 

reaty    of  which  imperfeil  copies  have  gone 

about,  will  appear  inwjf  Life  of  Dr.  Jobnfon.'] 

"  I  have  no  more  paper,  or  I  (hould  have 

faid  more  to  you.     My  love  and  rcfpedts  tp 

Mr.  Johnfon, 

^«  Your's  ever, 

"  D.  Garrick* 

"  I  can't  write.  I  have  the  gout  in  my  hand," 
To  James Bojwell,  Efq.  Edinburgh'^ 
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Sunday,  24fh  OEfober. 
•  We  pafled  the  forenoon  calmly  and  placidly, 
I  prevailed  on  Dr.  Johnlbn  to  read  aloud 
Ogden's  fixth  Sermon  on  Prayer,  which  he  did 
with  a  diftinft  expreffion,  and  pleafing  folem- 
nity.  He  praifed  my  favourite  preacher,  his 
elegant  language  and  remarkable  acutenefs; 
and  faid^  he  fought  infidels  with  their  own 
weapons. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  Ogden's  manner,  I  infert  the 
following  paffage  from  the  fcrmon  which  Dr. 
Johnfon  now  read.  The  preacher,  after  arguing 
againfl:  that  vain  philofophy  which  main- 
tains, in  conformity  with  the  hard  prin':iple  of 
eternal  nt<  cffity,  or  unchangeable  predetermi- 
Ration,  that  the  only  effeft  of  prayer  for  others^ 
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although  we  are  exhorted  to  pray  for  them.  Is  to 
produce  good  difpoficions  in  ourfelves  towards 
them ;  thus  cxpreflcs  himfelf : 

A  plain  man  might  be  apt  to  alk,  But  if 
this  then,  though  enjoined  in  the  holyfcrip- 
tures,  is  to  be  my  real  aim  and  intention, 
"  when  I  am  taught  to  pray  for  other  perfons, 
why  is  it  that  I  do  not  plainly  fo  exprefs  it  ? 
Why  is  not  the  form  of  the  petition  brought 
nearer  to  the  meaning?  Give  them,  fay  I  to 
f'  our  heavenly  father,  what  is  good.  But 
^'  this,  I  am  to  understand,  will  be  as  it  will 
*'  be,  and  is  not  for  me  to  alter.  What  is  it 
^^  then  that  I  am  doing  i  I  am  defirlng  to  be^ 
^^  come  charitable  myfelf  i  and  why  may  I  not 
^*  plainly  fay  ib  f  Is  there  fliame  in  it,  or  inf>- 
^'  piety  ?  The  wilh  is  laudable :  why  (hould  I 
**  form  defigns  to  hide  jt  i 

f'  Or  is  it,  perhaps,  better  to  be  brought 
*^  about  by  indired  means,  and  in  this  artful 
"  manner  ?  Alas !  who  is  it  that  I  would  im- 
**  pofe  on  ?  From  whom  can  it  be,  in  this 
^<  commerce,  that  I  defire  to  hid/:  any  t|iing  ? 
**  When,  as  my  faviour  commands  me,  I  hayp 
entered  into  mjf  xlojkt,  and  Jbut  my  door^  there 
arc  but  two  parties  privy  to  my  devotion?, 
'*  God  and  my  own  heart  i  which  of  the  lyfo 
"  am  I  deceiving  ? " 

He  wifhed  to  have  more  books,  and^  upon  it}- 
j^uixing  if  there  were  any  in  the  houfe^  was  tolfl 

Ff^  .that 
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that  a  waiter  had  fome,  which  were  brought 
to  himi  but  I  recoiled:  none  of  them, 
except  Hervey's  Mediiations.  He  thought 
flightingly  of  this  admired  book.  He  treated 
it  with  ridicule^  and  would  not  allow  even  the 
fcene  of  (he  dying  HuA)and  and  Father  to 
ibe  pathetick.  I  am  not  an  impartial  judge  j 
for  Hervey's  Meditations  engaged  my  affec- 
tions in  my  early  years. — He  read  a  pafiage 
concerning  the  moon,  ludicroufly,  and  (hewed 
how  eafily  he  could,  in  the  fame  ftyle,  make 
fcflcftions  on  that  planet,  the  very  reverfc  of 
Hervey's,  rcprefenting  her  as  treacherous  to 
mankind.  He  did  this  with  much  humours 
but  I  have  not  preferved  the  particulars.  He 
then  indulged  a  playful  fancy,  in  making  a 
Meditation  on  a  puddingy  of  which  I  haftily 
wrote  down,  in-  his  prefence,  the  following 
note ;  which,  though  imperfeft,  may  ferve  to 
give  my  readers  fome  idea  of  it. 

*         *  •     •  *  ■  * 

Meditation  ON  a  Pudding. 

**  LET  us  ferioufly  refledt  of  what  a  pudding 
is  compofed.  It  is  compofed  of  flour  that  once 
waved  in  the  golden  grain,  and  drank  the  dews 
of  the  morning  i  of  milk  preffed  from  the 
fwelling  udder  by  the  gentle  hand  of  the  beau- 
teous milk-maid,  whofe  beauty  and  innocence 
might  have  recommended  a  worfe  draught; 
who,  while  Jhe  ftrokcd  the  udder,  indulged  no 
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jaipbitipus  thoughts  of  wandering  in  palaces* 
iformed  no  plans   for  the  deftru&ion   of  h^ 
iellow-crcaturcs :   milk,  which  is  drawn  fronj 
the  cow,    that  ufeful  animal,    that    eats  th« 
^rafs  of  the  field,   and  fupplies  qs  with  that 
which  made  the  grcateft  part  of  the  food  of 
mankind  in   the  age    which   the  poets  have 
agreed  to  call  golden.     It  is  rnade  with  an  egg, 
that  miracle  of  nature,  which  the  theoretical 
Burnet  has  compared  to  creation.     An  egg 
contains  water  within  its  beautiful  faK>oth  fur- 
face  ;  and  an  unformed  mafs,  by  the  incubation 
of  the  parent,  becomes  a  regular  animal,  fur- 
niflied  with  bones  and  finews,  and  covered  with 
feathers. — Let  us  confider ;  can  there  be  more 
wanting  to  complete  the  Meditation  on  a  Pud- 
ding ?  If  more  is  wanting,  more  ntay  be  found, 
it  contains  fait,  which  keeps  the  fea  from  pu- 
trefaftion  :  fait,  which  is  made  the  image  of 
intelleflual  excellence,  contributes  to  the  for- 
mation of  a  pudding." 

In  a  magazine    1  found  a  faying  of  Dr. 

Jpbnfon's,  fomething  to  this  purpofe  i  that  the 

happieft  part  of  a  man's  life  is  what  he  pafles 

lying  awake  in  bed  in  the  morning.     I  read  it 

to  him.     He  faid,    "  I  may,    perhaps,   have 

faid  this  J  for  nobody,  at  times,  talics  more 

laxly  than  I  do."     I  ventured  to  fuggcft  to 

Sim,  that  this  was  daDgerous  from  one  of  his 

authority. 

I  fpoke 
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I  fpoke  of  living  in  the  country,  and  upon 
'what  footing  one  (hould  be  with  neighbours.  I 
obfcrved  that  fomc  people  were  afraid  of  being 
on  too  eafy  a  footing  with  them,  from  an  ap- 
prehenfion  xhat  their  time  would  not  be  their 
own.  He  made  the  obvious  remark^  that  it  de- 
pended much  on  what  kind  of  neighbours  one 
has,  whether  it  was  dcfireable  to  be  on  an  eafy 
footing  with  them,  or  not.  I  mentioned  a 
certain  baronet,  who  told  me,  he  never  wjis 
liappy  in  the  country,  till  he  was  not  on  fpcak- 
ing  terms  with  his  neighbours,  which  he  con- 
trived   in    different    ways  to    bring    about. 

^*  Lord ■  (faid  he)  ftuck  long ; 

but  at  laft  the  fcltew  pounded  my  pigs,  and 
then  I  got  rid  of  him." — Jobnfon.  **  Nay,  fir, 
My  Lord  got  rid  of  Sir  John,  and  (hewed  how 
little  he  valued  faim^  by  putting  his  pigs  in 
the  pound.'* 

I  told  Dr.  Johnfon  I  was  in  fome  difficulty 
how  to  aft  at  Inveraray.  I  had  reafbn  to  think 
th^t  Jthe  Duchefs  of  Argyle  diflikcd  me|  on  ac- 
count of  my  zeal  in  the  Douglas  caufe^  but  the 
Puke  of  Argyle  ha4  always  Jbeen  pleaied  to 
treat  mjc  with  great  civility.  They  were  now 
at  the  caftle,  which  is  a  very  fliort  walk  from 
our  inn ;  and  the  qucftion  was,  whether  I  fhould 
go  and  pay  my  refpefts  there  ?  Dr.  Johnfon, 
to  whom  I  had  ftated  the  cafe,  was  clear 
that  I  ought  J  but,  in  his  ufual  way,  h^  was 

ycqr 
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very  Ihy  of  difcovering  a  dcfirc  to  be  invited 
there  himfelf.  Though,  from  a  conviftion  of  the 
benefit  of  fubordination  to  fociety,  he  has  always 
ihewn  great  refpedfc  to  perfons  of  high  rank, 
when  he  happened  to  be  in  their  company,  yet 
his  pride  of  chara£ter  has  ever  made  him  guard 
againft  any  appearance  of  courting  the  great« 
BeOdes,  he  was  impatient  to  get  to  Glafgow, 
where  he  expeded  letters.    At  the  fame  time 
lie  was,   I  believe,  fccretly  not  unwilling  to 
have  attention  paid  him  by  fo  great  a  Chieftain, 
and  fo  exalted  a  nobleman.      He  infilled  I 
ihould  not  go  to  the  caftle  this  day  before  din- 
iier,  as  it  would  look  like  fceking  an  invitation. 
f  *  But,  faid  I,  if  the  duke  invites  us  to  dine 
with  him   to-morrow,    fhall  we   accept? 
**  Yes,  fir;*'   I  think  he  faid,  «  to  be  furr. 
But,  he  added,  *'  He  won't  aflc  us!  "-—1  men- 
tioned, that  I  was  afraid  my  company  might  be 
difagreeable  to  the  duchefs.     He  treated  this 
objeftion    with    a    manly    difdain :    *'  Jiat, 
fir,    he   muft    fettle    with    his  wife."  — Wc 
dined  well.     I  went  to  the  caftle  juft  about  the 
time  when  I  fuppofed  the  ladies  would  be  retired 
from  dinner.     I  fent  in  my  name  i  and,  being 
(hewn  in,  found  the  amiable  duke  fitting  at  the 
head  of  his  table  with  feveral  gentlemen.  I  was 
moft  politely  received,  and  gave  his  grace  fomc 
particulars  of  the  curious  journey  which  I  had 
been  making  with  Dr.  Johnfoa.  Wheo  we  rofe 

frooi 
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We  then  got  into  a  l6w  one-horfe  chaifi 
ordered  for  us  by  the  duke^  in  which  we  drov« 
about  the  places  Dr.  Johnfon  was  much 
ftruck  by  the  grandeur  and  elegance  of  this 
princely  feat.  He  faid,  "  What  I  admire 
here,  is  the  total  defiance  of  cxpcnce/'  I  had 
a  particular  pride  in  Ihewing  him  a  great  num-» 
ber  of  fine  old  trees,  to  compenfate  for  the 
Rakednefs  which  had  made  fuch  an  impreflion 
on  him  on  the  eaftern  coaft  of  Scotland^ — Ha 
thought  the  caftle  too  low,  and  wilhed  it  had 
been  a  ftory  higher* 

When  we  came  in,  before  dinner,  we  found 
the  duke  and  fome  gentlemen  in  the  hall.  Dn 
Johnfbrt  took  much  notice  of  the  large  col- 
leflion  of  arms,  which  are  excellently  difpofed 
there.  I  told  what  he  had  faid  to  Sir  Alex- 
ander McDonald,  of  his  anceftors  not  fuffering 
their  arms  to  ruQ:*  "  Well,  (faid  the  doAor,) 
but  let  us  be  glad  we  live  in  times  when  arms 
may  ruft.  We  can  fit  to-day  at  his  grace's 
table,  without  any  rifk  of  being  attacked,  and 
perhaps  fitting  down  again  wounded  or 
maimed/*  The  duke  placed  Dr.  Johnfon  next 
himfelf  at  table.  I  was  in  fine  fpirits;  and 
though  fenfible  that  I  had  the  misfortune  of  not 
being  in  favour  with  the  duchefs,  I  was  not  in 
the  leaft  difconcertcd^  and  offered  her  grace 
Ibme  of  the  dilh  that  was  before  me.  It  muft 
be  owned  that  I  was  iri  tht  fight  to  be  quite 

unconccrncdj 
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uftconcefncd,  if  I  could.     I  was  the  Duke  of 
Argyle's  gucft ;  and  I  had  no  reafon  to  fuppofc 
that  he  adopted  the  prejudices  and  refentments 
of  the  Duchefs  of  Hamilton. 

I  knew  it  was  not  the  rule  of  modern  high 
life  to  drink  to  any  body  s  but,  that  I  mighc 
have  the  fatisfaAion  for  once  to  look  the 
duchefs  in  the  face^  with  a  glafs  in  my  hand,  I 
with  a  refpedful  air  addreffed  her, — «  My 
Lady  Duchefs,  I  have  the  honour  to  drink 
your  grace's  good  health." — I  repeated  the 
words  audibly,  and  with  a  fteady  countenance* 
This  was,  perhaps,  rather  too  much;  but 
fome  allowance  muft  be  made  for  human 
feelings. 

The  duchefs  was  very  attentive  to  Dr.  John* 
fon.  I  know  not  how  a  middle  ftate  came  to  be 
mentioned.  Her  grace  wifhed  to  hear  him  on 
that  point.  ^*  Madam,  (faid  he,)  your  own  rela* 
tion^  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell,  can  tell  you 
better  about  it  than  I  can.  He  was  a  bifhop  of 
the  nonjuring  communion,  and  wrote  a  book 
Upon  the  fubjeft." — He  engaged  to  get  it  for 
her  grace.  He  afterwards  gave  a  full  hiftory 
of  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell,  which  I  am  forry 
1  do  not  recoiled  particularly.  He  faid,  Mr. 
Campbell  had  been  bred  a  violent  Whig,  but 
afterwards  *'  kept  better  company,  and  became 
a  Tory."  He  faid  this  with  a  fmile,  in  pleafant 
allufion,  as  I  thought,  to  theoppoHtion  between 

his 
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Ilis  otvn  political  principles  and  tho/e  of  the 
(shike's  clan.     He  added,  that  Mr.  CampbeJi, 
after  the  Revolution,  was  thrown  into  jail  on 
account  of  his  tenets ;  but,  on  application  by 
letter  to  the  old  Lord  Townfhend,  was  rcleafcd : 
that  he  always  fpoke  of  his  lordfhip  with  great 
gratitude,  faying,   "  though  a  Whigy  he  had 
Jhumanity." 

Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  paffed  fomc  time  together, 
in  June  1784,  at  Pembroke  college,  Oxford, 
with  the  Reverend  Dr.  Adams,  the  mafter; 
and  I  having  expreflfed  a  regret  that  my  note 
relative  to  Mr.  Archibald  Campbell  was  imper- 
fect, he  was  then  fo  goo^  as  to  write  with  his 
own  hand,  on  the  blank  page  of  my  Journal 
oppofite  to  that  which  contained  what  1  have 
now  mentioned,  the  following  paragraph ; 
whichi  however,  is  not  quite  fo  full  as  the 
narrative  he  gave  at  Inveraray  : 

^  The  Honourable  /ircbibald  Campbell  was,  I 
*'  believe^  the  nephew  of  the  Marquis  of  Argyk. 
<*  Ite  began  life  by  engaging  in  Monmouth's  rebellion^ 
*^  and^  to  efcape  the  law,  lived  feme  time  in  Surinam, 
*'  FFhen  he  returned,  he  became  zealous  for  epifcc- 
*'  pacy  and  monarchy  5  and  at  the  Revolution  adhered 
*'  not  only  to  the  Nonjurors,  but  to  thofe  who  refufed 
"  to  communicate  with  the  Church  of  England,  or  to 
*'  be  prefent  at  any  worjhip  where  the  ufurper  was 
*^  mentioned  as  king.  He  was,  I  believe,  more  than 
^  once  apprehended  in  the  reign  of  King  JVilUam, 
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^'  and  ontd  at  the  acceffioH  of  George.     He  was  the 
^^  familiar  friend  of  Hickes  and  Nelfon ;  a  man  of 
*^  letters^  but  injudicious ;  and  very  curious  and  in- 
•^^  quifttivcy  but  credulous.  He  lived  in  1743,  or  ^i 
**  about  *]^  years  old.** 

'  The  fubjcft  of  Itixury  was  introduced;  Dr. 
Johnfort  defended  it.  "  We  have  now  (faid  he,) 
a  fplendid  dinner  before  usj  Which  of  jlU  thefe 
diflies  is  unwholefome  ?"  The  duke  aflerted> 
that  he  hid  obferved  the  grandees  of  Spain 
dimiriifli^d  irf  their  fize  by  luxury.  Dr.  John- 
Ion  politely  refrained  fronfi  oppofing  direftly  an 
dbfervatioh  which  the  duke  himfelf  had  made; 
but  laid,  "  Man  rtiuft  be  very  different  from 
other  animals,  if  he  is  diminifhed  by  good 
living;  for  the  fize  of  all  other  animals  is  in- 
creafed  by  it."  I  made  fome  remark  that  feemed 
to  imply  a  belief  in  feconi  Jighi.  The  duchefs 
faid,  "  I  fancy  you  will  be  a  Methodift.** — This 
was  the  only  fentence  her  grace  deigned  to  utter 
to  me ;  and  I  take  it  for  granted,  (he  thought  it 
a  good  hit  on  my  credulity  in  the  Douglas  caufe." 
A  gentleman  in  company,  after  dinner,  was 
dcfired  by  the  duke  to  go  to  another  room,  for 
a  fpccimen  of  curious  marble,  which  his  grace 
wilhed  to  Ihew  us.  Me  brought  a  wron^ 
piece,  upon  which  the  duke  fenc  him  back 
again.    He  could  not  refufe  ;  but,  to  avoid  any 

appearance    of    fervility,  he  whittled    as   hi 
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walked  out  of  the  room^  to  fhow  his  indepen- 
dcncy^    On  my  mentioning  this  afterwards  to 
Dr.  Johnfon^  he  faid^  it  was  a  nice  trait  of 
charadcr. 

Dr.  Johnfon  talked  a  great  deal,  and  was 
To  entertaining,  that  Lady  Betty  Hamilton, 
after  dinner,  went  and  placed  her  chair  dole  to- 
his,  leaned  upon  the  badt  of  it,  aad  liftened 
eagerly*  It  would  have  made  a  fine  pidure  to 
have  drawn  the  Sage  and  her  at  this  time  in 
their  feveral  attitudes.  He  did  not  know>  all 
the  while,  how  much  he  was  honoured.  I  told 
him  afterwards.  I  never  faw  him  fo  gentle  and 
complaifant  as^  this  day. 

We  went  to  tea.  The  duke  and  I  walked  i^ 
and  down  the  drawing-room,  converfing.  The 
duchcfs  ftill  continued  to  fhew  the  fame  marked 
coldncfs  for  me  j  for  which,  though  I  (uffered 
from  it,  I  made  every  allowance,  confidering 
the  very  warm  part  that  I  had  taken  for  Doug* 
las,  in  the  Caufe  in  which  Ihe  thought  her  fon 
deeply  interefted.  Had  not  her  grace  difcovered 
fome  difplcafure  towards  me,  I  Ihould  have  fuf- 
pefted  her  of  infcnfibility  or  difflmulation. 

Her  grace  made  Dr.  Johnfon  come  and  fit  by 
her^  and  afked  him  why  he  made  his  joufhcr 
fo  late  in  the  year-  "  Why,  madam,  (faid  he,) 
you  know  Mr.  Bofwell  muft  attend  the  Court  of 
Seflion,  and  it  does  not  rife  till  the  twelfth  of 
Auguft."— She  faid,  with  fome  Iharpnefs,  "  I 
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Ihtow  nothing  of  Mr.  Bofwell.**  Poot  Lady 
Lucy  Douglas^  to  whom  I  mentioned  this, 
obfcrvcd,  **  She  knew  too  much  of  Mr.Bofwell." 
I  (hall  make  no  remark  on  her  grace's  fpeech. 
I  indeed  felt  it  as  rather  too  feverej  but  when 
I  recoUefled  that  my  punilhment  was  infiifted 
by  fo  dignified  a  beauty,  I  had  that  kind  of 
confolation  which  a  man  would  feel  who  is 
firangled  by  ^Jilken  cord.  Dr.  Johnfon  was  all 
attention  to  her  grace.  He  ufed  afterwards  a 
droll  expreflion^  upon  her  enjoying  the  three 
titles  of  Hamilton,  Brandon,  and  Argyle.  Bor- 
rowing an  image  from  the  Turkifii  empire,  he 
called  her  a  Ducbefs  with  three  tails. 

He  was  much  pleafed  with  our  vlHt  at  the 
caftlc  of  Inveraray.  The  Duke  of  Argyle  was 
exceedingly  polite  to  him,  and,  upon  his  com- 
plaining of  the  (helties  which  he  had  hitherto 
ridden  being  too  fmall  for  him,  his  grace  told 
him  he  fhould  be  provided  with  a  good  horfe  to 
carry  him  next  day. 

Mr.  John  M'Aulay  paflTed  the  evening  with 
vs  at  our  inn.  When  Dr.  Johnfon  Ipokc  of 
people  whofe  principles  were  good,  but  whofe 
pradtice  was  faulty,  Mr.  M'Aulay  faid,  he  had 
no  notion  of  people  being  in  earned  in  their 
good  profeflions,  whofe  praftice  was  not  fuit<* 
able.  The  Do^or  grew  warm,  and  faid, 
**  bir,  arc  you  fo  grofsly  ignorant  of  human 
nature,  as  not  to  know  that  a  man  may  be  very 
fincere  in  good  principles,  withguc  having  good 
pradicc  ?  •/  Dr. 


Dr.  Johnfon  was  unqveftionably  in  the  right ; 
and  whoever  examines  hitnfelf  candidly,  wiU  be 
fatisficd  of  it,  though  the  inconfiftency  between 
principles  and  pra£tice  is  greater  in  fome  men 

than  in  others. 

« 

I  recolleft  very  little  of  this  night's  conrerfa- 
tion.  I  arp  forry  that  indolence  came  upon  me 
towards  the  concluGon  of  our  journey,  fb  that 
I  did  not  write  down  what  paflcd  with  the  fame 
alTiduity  as  during  the  greateft  part  of  it. 

^uijday^  i6tb  OOcber. 
Mr.  M*AuIay  breakfafted  with  us,  nothing* 
hurt  or  difmayed  by  his  laft  night's  correction. 
Being  a  man  of  good  &h(c,  he  had  a  juil  ad- 
miration of  Dr.  Johnfon. 

Either  yefterday  morning,  or  this,  I  commu- 
nicated to  Dr.  Johnfon^  fro»m  Mr.  M'Aulay'* 
information,  the  news  that  Dr*  Beattie  had  got 
a  penfion  of  two  hundred  pounds  a  year.  He 
fat  up  in  his  bed,  clapped  his  hands,  and  cried, 
^*  O  brave  we !  '••—a  peculiar  exclamation  of  his 
when  he  rejoices  *. 

As  we  fat  over  our  tea,  Mrr  Home's  Tragedy 
of  Douglas  was  mentioned*  I  put  Dn  Johnfon 
in  mind,  that  once,  in  a.  coffee- houfe  at  Oxford, 
he  called  to  old  Mr.  Sheridan,  "  Mow  came 
yoUj  fir,  to  give  Home  a  gold  medal  for  writing 
that  foolifli  play  ?"  and:  defied  Mr.  Sheridan  to 

(hew 

«  Having  mentioned*  more  thsn  oBoe,  tliat^my  Jbvmal  w»s 
^erufed  by  Dr.  Johnfon*  I  thmk  it  proper  to  ittfocn  ir^ 
Raden  that  this  it  the.  laft  pAjragrapb^whiCl^  be  v%^^' 


!hew  ten  good  lines  in  It.  He  Hid  notjafift 
they  fhould  be  togethicri  tnit  that  there  were 
not  ten  good  lines  ih  thcwhole  plary.  He  noi^r 
pcrfifted  in  this.  1  cndekvbured  to  defend  that 
pathctick  and  beautiful  tragedy,  and  repeated 
the  following  paffage ; 


•"  Sincerity, 


**  Thou  firft  of  virtues  I  let  no  mortal  leave 

**  Thy  Anward  path,  akhough  the  earth  fliould  |ape; 

^  And  from  the  gulph  of  hell  dtOhiaSon  try^ 

"  To  take  diiSmulatioa's  winding  way." 

Joht/on.  «  That  will  not  do,  fir.  Nothing  Ts 
good  but  what  is  confiftent  with  truth  or  pro- 
bability, which  this  is  not.  Juvenal,  indeed, 
gives  us  ft  noble  pi<Shire  of  inflexible  virtue: 

"  Eflo  bonus  miles ^  tutor  bonus,  arbiter  idfm 
"  Integer:  ambigua fi ^uatido  citabere'teftis, 
«'  Incertaque  reiy  Phalaris  licet  imperet,  utjtt 
■'  yaifiu,  it  admoio  iidet  ferjurs'a  tmu^, 
"  SumiMum  crede  nefas  ^fnimam  pr^fsrre  pttdori^ 
♦*  Et  propter  *vitam  vi*V€ndi perdere  caulks J^* 

He  repeated  the  lines  with  great  force  and 
dignity;  then  added,  «  And,  after  this,  comes 
Johnny  Home,  with  his  earth  gafiHg^  and  liis 
deftruffion  crying : — Pooh  ! " 

While  .wc  were  lamenting  the  number  of 
ruined  religious  buildings  which  \ve  had  lately 
Teen,  1  ^pofce  with  peculiar  feelirfg  .of  the  ml- 
ferable  negleft  of  the  chapel  belonging  to  the 
palace  of  Holyrood  houfe,  in  which  are  depo- 
fited  the  remains  of  many  of  the  Kings  of  Scot- 
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land,  and  of  many  of  our  nobility.  I  faid,  itwai 
a  difgrace  to  the  country  that  it  was  not  re- 
paired i  and  particularly  coniplained  that  my 
friend  Douglas,  the  reprefcntative  of  a  great 
houfe,  and  proprietor  of  a  vaft  eftate,  ihould 
fuSer  the  facred  fpot  where  his  n^other  Ucis  inr 
terred,  to  be  unroofed,  and  ezpofed  to  all  the 
inclemencies  of  the  wearfier.  Dr.  Johnfon^ 
yr ho,  I  know  not  how,  vhad  formed  an  opinion 
on  the  Hamilton  fide,  in  the  Douglas  caufe,  flily 
anfwered,  "  Sir,  fir,  don't  be  too  fcvcre  upon 
the  gentleman  i  don't  accufc  him  of  want  of 
filial  piety !  Lady  Jane  Douglas  was  not  1)i4 
piothcr." — He  roufcd  my  zeal  fo  much, 
that  I  took  the  liberty  to  tell  him  he  knew  nor 
thing  of  the  caufe ;  which  |  do  mpft  ferioufly 
believe  was  the  ci^fc, 

W5  were  now  *^  in  a  country  of  bridles  and 
faddles,''  and  fet  out  fully  equipped.  The 
Duke  of  Argylewas  obliging  enough  to  mount 
Dr.  Johnfon  on  a  ftately  fteed  from  his  grace's 
ilable.  My  frie^id  wa$  highly  pleafed,  and 
Jofeph  faid,  *<  Hp  now  looks  like  a  bifcop." 

We  diped  at;  the  inn  at  Tarbat,  and  at  night 
came  toRofedow,  the  beautiful  feat  of  Sirjame$ 
Colquhoyn,  Oii  the  banks  qf  Lochlonnond, 
where  I,  apd  any  friends  whom  I  have  i(itnH 
^ucedi  have  ever  been  received  with  kipd  and 
f  Icgant  hofpitality. 
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Wcdnefday^  ajtb  Offoher. 
When  I  went  into  Dr.  Johrifon's  rootn  this 
morningj  I  obfcrved  to  him  how  wonderfully 
courteous  he  had  been  at  Inveraray^  and  faid^ 
**  You  was  quite  a  fine  gentleman,  when  with 
the  duchefs.**  He  anfwered,  in  good  humour, 
•*  Sir,  i  look  upon  rayfdf  as  a  very  polite 
man  :'*  and  he  was  righti  in  a  proper  manly' 
fenfe  of  the  word.  As  an  immediate  proof  of 
it^  let  me  obferve^  that  he  would  not  fend  back 
the  Duke  of  Argyle's  horfe  without  a  letter  of 
thanks,  which  I  copied. 

^0  bis  Grace  the  Duke  of  Aroylb. 
^  My  Lord  J 

"THAT  kindncfs  which  difpofed 
your  grace  to  fupply  me  with  the  ^orfe,  which 
I  have  now  returned,  will  make  ybu  pleafed  iq 
heiir  that  he  hg^  carried  me  well. 

"  By  my  diligence  in  the  little  commKBoQ 
with  which  I  was  honQured  by  the  duchcfs,  I 
will  endeavour  tq  fhcw  how  highly  I  value  thp 
&yours  which  I  have  r<^ceived,  and  how  much  I 
deQre  to  be  thought, 

"  My  lord, 
**  Your  grace's  moft  obedient, 
*^  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

**  Sam.  Johnson." 

KofedpW,  Oft.  »9|  t77|. 
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The  duke  was  fo  attentive  to  his  rcfpeftablo 
gueft,  that  on  the  fanrxe  da^r,  he  wrote  him  aa 
^nfwer^  which  was  received  at  Auchinleck  : 

To  Dr.  Johnson,  Jucbinkckj  Jyrjhire. 
••  Siry 

"  I  am  glad  to  hear  your  jourrjcy  from 
this  place  was  not  unpleafant^  in  regard  to  your 
horfc.  I  wifti  I  could  have  fupplied  you  with 
good  weather,  which  I  am  afraid  you  felt  die 
want  of. 

•  *^  The  Duchefs  of  Argyle  defircs  her  compli* 
tnents  to  you,  and  is  much  obliged  to  you  for 
remembering  her  commifllon.     I' am,  fir, 

^(  Your  moft  oi^edien^  humble  fervant, 

^  Argyle." 

Inveraray,  06^.29,  I773« 

* 

• 

•  I  am  happy  to  infert  every  memorial  of  the 
honour  done  to  my  great  friend.  Indeed,  I 
was  at  all  times  defirous  to  prefcrve  the  letters 
Vhich  he  received  from  eminent  perfons,  of 
which,  as  of  all  other  papers,  he  was  very  neg- 
ligent ;  and  once  propofcd  to  him,  that  they 
Aould  be  committed  to  my  care,  as  his  Cuftos 
Rotulorum.  I  wifh  he  had  complied  with  my 
requeft,  as  by  that  awans  many  valuable  writ- 
ings might  have  been  preferved,  that  are  now 
loft*.  After 

*  As  a  remarkable  infiance  of  hU  ncgligcnc^^  I^cmembtr 
fomc  y^ars  a^o  to  have  found  \y\f^g  loofc  in  his  ftudy,  and 
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After  I^reaikfaftj  Dr.  Johnibn  and  I  vere 
furnilhed  with  a  boat»  and  failed  about  upoa 
X'Ochlomond^  asid  landed  oo  fome  of  the  ifiands 
which  are  interfperfed.  He  was  much  pleafed 
with  the  fcene^  which  is  fo  well  known  by  the 
accounts  of  various  travellers,  that  it  is  uiine^ 
ceffary  for  me  to  attempt  any  delcriptian  of  it. 

I  rccolleft  none  of  his  convcrf^tioa,  except 
that,  when  talking  of  drefs^  he  faid,  ^'  Sir ^  wens 
I  to  have  any  thing  fine,  it  fbould  be  very  fine* 
Were  I  to  wear  a  ring,  it  ihould  not  be  z 
l>auble,  but  a  fto^ie  of  great  value*  Were  I  to 
wear  a  laced  or  embroidered  waiftcoatj  it 
Ihould  be  very  rich.  I  had  once  a  very  rich 
l^tced  waiftcoat,  which  I  wore  the  firft  night  of 
my  tragedy." 

Lady  H^l<ri  Colquhoun  beiog  a  very  pious 
woman,  the  converfation,  after  dinner,  took  a 
religious  turn.  Her  ladylhip  defended  the 
pre&yterian  oiode  of  publi^k  worlhipj  upon 
which  Dr.  Johnfon  delivered  thofe  excellent 
arguments  for  a  form  of  prayer  which  he  has 
introduced  into  his  *'  Journey."  I  am  myfelf 
fully  convinced  that  a  form  of  prayer  for  pub- 
lick 

without  the  cover  which  contained  the  aiMrefs,  a  letter  to  him 
frbm  Lor<t  Thui  low,  to  vthfm  he  had  made  an  application,  at 
Chancellor,  in  behalf  of  a  poor  literary  friend.  It  was  ex« 
prcffed  in  fuch  tcniis  of  refpeft  for  Dr.  Johnfon,  that,  in  my 
seal  for  bis  reputation,  I  remonftrated  warmly  with  him  on 
bis  ftrange  inatuntioiH  and  ^tsuned  his  perniiillon  to  take  a 
copy  of  it ;  by  which  it  has  probably  been  preferred,  as  the 
prf$ii>>l  I  have  reafon  to  fuppofc  i«  lo(U 
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lick  woHhip  is  in  general  mod:  decent  and 
edifying.  Solenma  verba  have  a  kind  of  pre- 
fcriptive  fandicy,  and  make  a  deeper  innpref* 
fion  on  the  nfiind  than  extemporaneous  effu- 
lions,  in  whiGh>  as  we  not  know  what  they  ace 
to  be,  we  cannot  readily  acquiefce.  Yet  I 
would  allow  alfo  of  a  certain  portion  of  extern* 
pore  addrefs,  as  occaHon  may  require.  This  is 
the  pradice  of  the  French  Proteftant  churches. 
And  although  the  office  of  forming  fupplica* 
tions  to  the  throne  of  heaven  is,  in  my  mind, 
too  great  a  rruft  to  be  indifcriminately  com« 
mitted  to  the  difcretion  of  every  minifter,  I  do 
not  mean  to  deny,  that  fincere  devotion  may 
'be  experienced  whtn  Joining  in  prayer  with 
thofe  who  ufe  no  liturgy. 

We  were  favoured  with  Sir  James  Colqu* 
houn*s  coach  to  convey  us  in  the  evening  to 
Cameron,  the  feat  of  Commiflary  Smollet. 
Our  fatisfaftion  at  finding  ourfelves  again  in  a 
comfortable  carriage  was  very  great.  We  had 
a  pleafmg  conviftion  of  the  commodiouihefs  of 
civilization,  and  heartily  laughed  at  the 
ravings  of- thofe  abfurd  vifionaries  who  have 
attempted  to  perfuade  us  of  the  fuperior  ad« 
vai)tages  of  2ifiate  af  nature. 

Mr.  Smollet  was  a  man  of  confiderable 
learning,  with  abund^ce  of  animal  fpirits ;  fo 
that  he  was  a  very  good  companion  for  Dr. 
Jphnlbn,  who  faid  to  me,  **W<r  have  had 

more 
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.fnore  folid  talk  here  than  at  any  place  whert 
wc  have  been.*' 

I  remember  Dr.  Johnfon  gave  us  this  even* 
ing  an  able  and  eloquent  difcourfe  on  the 
Origin  of  Evil,  and  on  the  confiftency  of  moral 
«vil  with  the  power  and  goodnefs  of  God.  Hq 
Ihewed  us  how  it  arofe  from  our  free  agency^ 
.an  extindion  of  which  would  be  a  fiill  greater 
£vil  than  any  we  experience.  I  know  not  that 
he  faid  any  thing  abfolutely  new^  but  he  iaid  a 
great  deal  wonderfully  well ;  and  perceiving  us 
to  be  delighted  and  f^tisfied^  he  concluded  his 
harangue  with  an  air  of  benevolent  triumph 
over  an  objeftion  which  has  diftrefled  many 
worthy  minds  t  ^*  This  then  is  the  anfwer  to 
the  que{tion>  IloOfv  to  Kaxov  ?  '* — Mrs.  SmoUet 
.whifpered  mcy  that  it  was  the  beft  fermon  (he 
had  ever  heard.  Much  do  I  upbraid  myfelf 
for  having  neglefted  to  prefcrve  it. 

"Tburfdcpf^  Q.ltb  Oltoher. 
Mr.  SmoUet  pleafed  Dr.  Johnfon^  by  pra^ 
ducing  a  coUe&ion  of  news*papers  in  the  time 
of  the  Ufurpation,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
all  forts  of  crimes  were  very  frequent  during  that 
horrible  anarchy.  By  the  fide  of  the  high  road 
to  Glafgow^  at  fome  dillance  from  his  houfe^ 
he  had  ereded  a  pillar  to  the  memory  of  hi^ 
ingenious  Kinfman^  Dr.  Smollet ;  and  he  con* 
(ylted  Dr.  Johnfon  as  to  an  infcription  for  it, 

Lor4 


[  4«o  ] 

Lord  KameSj  who,  though  he  had  a  great  (lore 
of  knowledge,  with  much  ingenuity,  and  un- 
comnnon  a&ivity  of  mind,  was  no  profound 
Icholar,  had  it  feeais  recommended  an  Engiiih 
ifffcription.  Dr.  Johnfon  treated  this  with 
great  contempt,  faying,  "  An  Englifh  infcrip* 
tion  would  be  a  difgrace  to  Dr.  SmoUet ;"  and, 
in  anfwer  tx>  what  Lord  Karnes  had  urged,  aa 
to  the  advantage  of  its  being  in  Englilh,  be- 
catife  it  would  be  generally  underftood,  I  ob- 
ferved,  that  all  to  whom  Dr.  SmoUet's  merit 
could  be  an  objeA  of  refpeft  *and  imitation^ 
would underftand  it  as  well  in  Latin;  and  that 
furcly  itwas  not  meant  for  the  Highland  dro- 
vers, or  other  fuch  peopleJ^  who  pafs  and  repais 
that  way. 

We  were  then  fhewn  a  Latin  infcription, 
propofed  for  this  monument/  Dr.  Johnfon  fat 
down  with  aa  ardent  and  liberal  eamefinefs  to 
revife  it,  and  made  fuch  additions  and  variations 
as  to  form  it  almoft  entirely  anew.  I  unfortu- 
nately did  not  talie  a  copy  of  it,  as  it  originally 
ftood  i  but  I  have  happily  preferved  every  frag- 
ment of  what  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote : 

^uifquis  ades^  viator^ 

Vil  nunU  ftUxy  viljiudiis  cultus^ 

Imniorare  pauJulum  memoria 

TOBIiE    SMOLLET,    M.  D. 

Vir$  its  virtutibus 

^ttus  in  bomsBi  dt  xivi^ 

Et 


Et  UudeSf  et  imiUris 

«     «     «     «     * 

Pojiquam  tnira  *  *  * 
•     •     »     « 

TaU'tantogue  viro^  fito  patrueli^ 

^^  ««**«««»« 

Han£  columnam^ 

jtmons  eheu!  inatu  monumentumy 

In  ipjis  Levinia  ripts, 

J^uas  primis  infans  vagitibtts  perfonuit^ 

Verficulifyui  jam  fen  moriturus  iUuJiramk^ 
•     «»«««•« 

Ponendam  curavit 

•     « 

*  We  had  this  morning  a  Angular  proof  of  Dr. 
Johnfon's  quick  and  retentive  mennory*     Hay's 
tranflation  of  Martial  was  lying  in  a  window.  I 
faid,  I  thought  it  was  pretty  well  done,  and 
ftiewed  him  a  particular  epigram  of,  I  think 
ten,  but  am  certain  of  eight,  lines.     He  read 
it,  and  toffed  away  the  book,  faying—*^  No^ 
it  is  not  pretty  well/^    As  I  perfilled  in  my 
opinion,  he  faid,  '*  Why,  fir,  the  original  is 
thus,— (and  he  repeated  it ;)  and  this  man'a 
tranflation  is  thus : — and  then  he  repeated  thai; 
alfo,  exaftly,  though  he  had  never  ^ten  it  be- 
fore, and  read  it  over  only  once,  and  that  too^ 
without  any  intention  of  getting  it  by  heart. 
Here  a  poft-chaifc,  which  I    had  ordered 
from  Glafgow,  came  for  us,  and  we  drove  on 
in  high  fpirits.     We  ftopped  at  DunbartoOf 
and  though  the  approach  to  the  caftle  there  is 
very  ftc«p,  Dr,  Jtjhnfon  afcended  it  with  ala- 

crity. 
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crity,  and  furwycd  all  that  was  to  be  lecn# 
During  the  whplc  of  our  Tour  he  (hewed  un» 
common  fpirit>  could  not*  bear  to  be  treated 
like  an  old  or  infirm  man,  and  was  very  un- 
willing to  accept  of  any  affiftance,  infomuch 
that,  at  our  landing  on  Icolmkill,  when  Sir 
Allan  M'Lean  and  I  fubmitted  to  be  carried 
on  men's  (houlders  from  the  boat  to  the  fliore, 
as  it  could  not  be  brought  quite  dole  to  land, 
he  fprang  into  the  fea,  and  waded  vigorouQy 
out. 

On  our  orrival  at  the  Saracen's  Head  Inn^  at 
Glafgow,  1  was  made  happy  by  good  account^ 
from  home;  and  Dr.  Johnfon,  who  had  not 
received  a  fingle  letter  fince  we  left  Aberdeen, 
found  here  a  great  many,  the  perufal  of  which 
entertained  him  much.  He  enjoyed  in  ima-« 
gination  the  comforts  which  we  could  now 
command,  and  feemed  to  be  in  high  glee.  I 
remember  he  put  a  leg  up  on  each  fide  of  the 
grate,  and  faid,  with  a  mock  folemnity,  by 
way  of  foliloquy,  but  loud  enough  for  me  lo 
hear  it,  <^  Here  am  I,  an  English  maoj 
fitnng  by  a  coal  fire  1 " 

Friday  J  o,gtb  OHohir. 
The  profefTors  of  the  univerfity  being  in- 
formed of  our  arrival,    Dr.  Stevenfon,    Dr. 
Reid,  and  Mr.  Anderfon,  breakfafted  with  us. 
Mr.  Airdcrfon    accompanied   us    while  Dr. 

Johnlbn 
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Johnfon  viewed  this  beautiful  city*  He  had 
told  tnc,  that  one  day  in  London,  when  Dr. 
Adam  Smith  was  boafting  of  it^  he  turned  to 
him  and  faid,  "  Pray  fir,  have  you  ever  fcen 
Brentford  ?  "—This  was  furcly  a  ftrong  inftance 
of  his  impatience,  and  fpirit  of  contradiftion. 
I  put  him  in  mind  of  it  to-day,  while  he  ex- 
prefled  his  admiration  of  the  elegant  buildings^ 
and  whifpered  him,  *'  Don't  you  foel  fome  rc- 
morfe  ? " 

We  were  received  in  the  college  by  a  num- 
ber of  the  profcflbrs,  who  ihewed  all  due 
refpefl  to  Dr.  Johnfon ;  and  then  we  paid  a 
vifit  to  the  principal,  Dn  Leechman,  at  his 
own  houfe,  where  Dr,  Johnfon  had  the  fatif-  / 
faction  of  being  told  that  his  name  had  been 
gratefully  celebrated  in  one  of  the  parochial 
congregations  in  the  Highlands,  as  the  perfon 
to  whofe  influence  it  was  chiefly  owing,  that 
the  NewTeftament  was  allowed  to  be  tranflated 
into  the  Erfe  language.  It  feems  fome  politi- 
cal members  of  the  Society  in  Scotland  for 
propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge,  had  oppofed 
this  pious  undertaking,  as  tending  to  preferve 
the  diftinftion  between  the  Highlanders  and 
Lowlanders.  Dr.  Johnfon  wrote  a  long  letter 
upon  the  fubjefb  to  a  friend,  which  being 
fhewn  to  them>  made  them  afhamed,  and 
afraid  of  being  publickly  expofed;  fo  they 
were-ibrced  to  a  compliance.    It  is  now  in  mf 

3  pofleflioii. 
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poflc(non>  and  is  perhaps,  one  of  the  beft  ph)- 
duftions  of  his  maftcrly  pen. 

Profeflbrs  Rcid  and  Anderfon>  and  the  twd 
Meflieurs  Foulis>  the  Elsevirs  of  Glafgow> 
dined  and  drank  tea  with  us  at  our  inn,  after 
"which  the  pfofeflTors  went  away ;  and  I,  having 
a  letter  to  write,  left  my  fellow-traveller  with 
Meflieurs  Foulis.  Though  good  and  ingenious 
men,  they  had  that  unfettled  fpeCulative  mode 
of  converfation  which  is  offenfive  to  a  man 
regularly  taught  at  an  Englifh  fchool  and 
univerfity.  I  found  that,  inllead  of  liftening  to 
the  dictates  of  the  Sage,  they  had  teized  hini 
livith  queftions  and  doubtful  difputations.  He 
came  in  a  flutter  to  me,  and  defired  I  might  come 
back  again^  for  he  could  not  bear  thefe  men. 
"  O  ho  t  fir,  (faid  I,)  you  are  flying  to  me  for 
refuge  I  '*  He  never,  in  any  fituation,  was  at 
a  lofs  for  a  ready  repartee.  He  anfwered,  with 
quick  vivacity,  *^  It  is  of  two  evils  choofing 
the  leaft."  I  was  delighted  with  this  flafli 
burfting  from  the  cloud  which  hung  upon  his 
mind,  clofed  my  letter  diredlly^  and  joined' 
the  company* 

We  fupped  at  profeflbr  Anderfon's*  The 
general  impreflion  upon  my  memory  is,  thac 
we  had  not  much  converfation  at  Glafgow, 
where  the  profeflTors,  like  their  brctheren  at 
Aberdeen,  did  not  venture  to  expofc  them- 
felves  much  to  the  battery  of  cannon  which 

they 


they  khcw  might  play  upon  them.  Dr-  John- 
fon,  who  was  fully  confcious  of.  his  own  fupe-* 
rior  powers,  afterwards  praifcd  ,  Pitincipal 
.Roberifon  for  his  caution  in  this  rcipeft.  He 
faud  to  me,  ^^  Robertfon,  fir,  was  in  the  right; 
Robertfon  is  a  man  of  eminence,  and  the  head 
of  a  college  at  Edinburgh.  He  had  a,  cha* 
rafler  to  maintain,  and  did  well  not  to  rifk  its 
being  leflcncd."      .  , 

Saturday^  ^oib  OSohert, 

We  fet  out  towards  Ayrlhire.  I  fettt  Jofeph 
on  to  Loudoun,  mth  a  meflage,  that,  if  the  earl 
was  at  home,  Df .  Johnfon  and  I  would  have 
the  honour  to  dine  with  him.  Jofeph  met  us 
on  the  road,  and  reported  that  the  earl  ^^  jumped 
for  joy,^  and  faid,  "  I  fliall  be  very  happy 
to  fee  them.*' — We  were  received  with  a  moft 
pleafing  courtefy  by  his  lordfliip,  and  by  the 
tountefs  his  mother,  Who,  in  her  ninety-fifth 
year,  had  all  her  faculties  quite  unimpaired. 
This  was  a  very  cheering  fight  to  Dr.  Johnfon, 
who  had  an  extraordinary  defire  for  long  life. 
Her  ladylhip  was  fenfible  and  well-informed, 
and  had  fecn  a  great  deal  of  the  world.  Her 
lofd  had  held  feveral  high  offices,  and  fhe  was 
filler  to  the  great  Earl  of  Stair. 

I  cannot  here  refrain  from  paying  a  juft  tri- 
bute to  the  charafter  of  John  Earl  of  I^udoun, 
who  did  more  fervice  to  the  county  of  Ayr  in 
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genefal,  as  well  as  to  individuals  in  it,  than  anf 
man  we  have  ever  liad.  It  is  painful  to  think 
that  he  met  with  much  ingratitude  irom  pa*- 
fofTS  both  in  high  and  low  rank :  but  fuch  was 
his  temper,  fuch  his  knowledge  of"  bofe  man- 
kind*/' that,  as  if  he  had  expeded  no  other 
return,  his  mind  was  never  foured»  and  he 
retained  his  good-humour  and  benevolence  to 
the  laft.  The  tendernefs  of  his  heart  was 
proved  in  1745-6,  when  he  liad  an  important 
command  in  the  HigUands,  and  behaved  with 
d  generous  hu[nantty  to  the  unfortunate.  I 
tannot  figure  a  more  hondt  politiciafi  s  fgr, 
•chough  his  intereft  in  our  jcouaty  was  ^ceat, 
'and  had  been  generally  fucceisful,  he  not  only 
did  not  deceive  by  fallacious  promifes,  but  was 
anxious  that  people  fhould  not  deceive  theov 
Selves  by  too  fanguine  expedations.  His  kind 
and  dutiful  attention  to  his  mother  was  imre- 
mitted.  At  his  houfe  was  true  hoipitality  s  a 
plain  but  a  plentiful  table;  and  every  gueft, 
being  left  at  perfe£t  freedom^  felt  hixnfelf  quite 
eafy  and  happy.  While  I  live,  J  Ihall  honour 
the  memory  of  this  amiable  man. 
•  At  night,  we  advanced  a  few  miles  farther, 
Co  the.  houfe  of  Mr.  Campbell  of  Treeibank^ 
who  was  married  to  one  of  my  wife's  lifters,  and 
were  entertained  .very  t^ecably  by  a  worthy 
couple.  , 

*  The  unwilling  gratitude^  bafc  mankind.    Pops. 
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Wc  rcpofcd  here  in  tranquillity.  I?r.  John- 
X<m  was  plca&d  to  6nd  ^  nyoierous  and  excel-i 
lent  colledic/n  of  bppk^^  which  had  moiUy 
))elongqd  to  the  RjeverendMr.  John  Campbell* 
brother  of  oiir  hoft.  I  was  defirous  to  havQ 
procured  for  nay  fellow? traveller,  to-^s^y,  the 
coinpany  of  Sir  John  Cuninghatnc,  of  Capring^ 
too,  whofe  ca(tle  was  but  two  mile^  from  us» 
He  was  a  very  diftinguiflied  fcholar,  was  long 
abroad,  and  part  pf  the  tune  lived  much  with 
the  learned  Cpniri^han^e,  the  opponent  of  Bent- 
ley  as  a  ^ritick  upon  Horace*  He  wjrote  Latia 
with  great  elegance,  and,  what  is  very  remark- 
able, read  Hopaer  sjnd  Ariofto  thrpugh,  every 
year.  I  wrote  to  him,  to  requf  ft  laue  wppUi 
come  to  us  5  by t  unfortun^ly  hf .  w^ia  pre* 
vented  by  indjipolition.  .    .    ' 

Monday, .  ifi.  Novmi^4 , 
Though  Dr.  Johnfbn  was  lazy,  and  ^ve|&  tp 
.move,  I  indfted  that  he  fhould  go  ^|th  rn|B>  anfi 
pay  a  vifit  to  the  Countefs  of  Eglintowie,  mo- 
ther of  the  late  ^nd  prefect  earU  I  afTi^^q^ 
him,  he  would  find  Jiimfelf  amply  rccon9^.9fqd 
for  the  trouble ;  and  he  yielded,  to  my  (wf^M-^ 
tions,  though  with  fome  unwillingads.  Wfi 
were  well  mounted,  and .  had.  not  many  ziiiles 
to  ride*    He  talked  of  the  attention  iti%t  is 
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,  hccelfary  in  order  to  diflribute  our  chantf 
judicioufly.  **  If  though  tlcfsly  done^  wc  may 
ntf^left  die  moft  defervtng  objeds ;  and,  as 
tvery  man  has  but  a  certain  proportion  to  give^ 
if  it  is  lavifhed  upon  thofe  who  iirft  prefent 
themfelveS)  there  may  be  nothing  left  for  fach 
as  have  a  better  claim.  A  man  fhould  firft 
relieve  thofe  who  are  nearly  connefted  with 
him,  by  whatever  tie;  and  theii>  if  he  has  any 
thing  to  Ipare^  may  extend  his  bounty  to  a 
Wider  circle." 

As  we  pafled  very  near  the  caftle  of  Dun« 
donaldy  which  was  one  of  the  many  refidencies 
of  the  kings  of  Scotland,  and  in  which^ 
Robert  the  Third  was  born;  Dr.  Johnfon 
wifhed  to  furvey  it  particularly.  It  ftands  OA 
^  beautiful  rifing  groundy  which  is  feen  at  a 
'gfeat  diftance  on  feveral  quarters,  dnd  from 
whence  there  is  an  extenQve  proipe^  of  the 
ipch  diftridfc  of  Cuninghame,  die  weftem  fea, 
and  the  Ifle*  of  Arran.  It  has  long  been  un- 
'lx)0fed$  and^  though  of  conliderable  fize,  wc 
^.tfouM  not,  by  any  power  of  imagination, 
figure  it  as  having  been  a  fuitable  habitadon 
for  majefty.  Dr.  Johnfon,  to  irritate  my  cid 
Scctfi/h  enthufiafm,  was  very  jocular  on  the 
homely  accommodation  of  ^^  King  Bob^*^  and 
roared  and  laughed  dll  the  ruins  echoed. 

Lady  Eglintoune^  though  (he  was  now  in 
her  lighty^fifth  year,    and  had  lived  in  the 
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tctiTcmcnt  of  the  country  for  almqil  half  ^ 
century,  was  ftill  a  very  agreeable  wooian. 
«She  was  of  the  noble  houfe  of  Kennedy,  and 
Jiad  all  the  elevation  which  the  confctoufneis  of 
fuch  birth  infpires.  Her  figure  was  majefticl^ 
Jier  manners  high-bred,  her  reading  extenfive, 
;ind  her  converfation  elegant.  She  had  been 
the  adniiration  of  the  gay  circles  of  life,  and 
the  patroncfs  of  poets.  Dr.  Johnibn  was  de« 
lighted  with  his  reception  here.  Her  princi- 
ples in  church  and  (late  were  congenial  witfi 
his.  She  knew  all  his  merit,  and  had  heard 
much  of  him  from  her  fon.  Earl  Alexander, 
who  loved  to  cultivate  the  acquaintance  qf 
jntn  of  talents,  in  every  department. 

AU  who  knew  his  lordlhip,  will  allow  th^t 
his  underftanding  and  accomplifhments  were  of 
.jio  ordinary  rate.  From  thp  gay  habits  which 
he  had  early  acquired,  he  fpent  too  much  of  h js 
time  with  men,  and  in  purfuits,  far  beneath 
fuch  a  mind  as  «his.  (Ic  afterprards  became 
'  ijbnfible  of  if,  and  turned  his  thoughts^  to 
objefts  of  importance  s  but  was  cut  oflF  in  the 
prime  of  his  life.  I  cannot  fpeak,  but  wit{i 
emotions  of  the  moft  afie^ionate  regret,  of  one, 
in  whofe  company  many  of  my  early  days 
were  palTed,  and  to  whofe  kindnefs  I  was 
much  indebted. 

Often  mud  I  have  occaOon  to  upbraid  my- 
ijplf^  that,  foon  after  our  return  to  the  maip 

H  h  3  land. 


[  470  ] 

land,  I  allowed  indolence  to  prevail  over  me  Fo 
much,  as  to  ftirink  frcini  the  labour  of  conti- 
nuing my  Journal  with  the  fame  ftiinuteneft  as 
before  i  Iheltering  myfelf  in  the  thought,  that 
we  had  done  with  the  Hebrides  i  and  not  confi* 
dering,  that  Dr.  Johnfon's  Memorabilia  \eere 
likely  to  be  the  more  valuable  when  we  were 
reftored  to  a  nnore  poli(hed  focicty,  Mtich 
has  thus  been  irrecoverably  loft. 

In  the  COurfc  of  our  convcrfation  this  day,  k 
came  out,  that  Lady  figlintoune  was  married 
the  year  before  Dr.  Johnfon  was  born  5  upon 
which  the  gracioufly  faid  to  him,  that  ihc 
ihight  have  been  his  nnother,  and  that  ike  no^ 
adopted  him  j  and  when  we  were  going  away, 
fhe  embraced  him,  fayingj  "  my  dear  fon, 
ferewell ! " — My  friend  wis  mueh  pleaftd  with 
this  day's  entertaihment,  and  Owned  that  I  had 
done  well  to  force  him  out. 

i'uefday:,  'xdNoDemher, 
We  were  now  in  a  ►  country  not  only  **  of 
Jaddles  and  IridUs^*    but  of  {xift-chaifes  j    and 
having  ordered  one  from  Kilmarnock,  we  got 
to  Auchirileck  before  dinner. 

My  father  was  not  quite  a  year  and  a  half 
older  than.  Dr.  Johnfon  \  but  his  confcicntious 
difcharge  of  his  laborious  duty  as  a  judge  in 
Scotland,  where  the  law  progljedings  are  al- 
nioft  all  in  writing,— a  fcvcrC  complaint  which  ^ 
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ended  in  bis  death, — and  the  lofs  of  my  mother^ 
a  woman  of  almoft  unexampled  piety  and 
goodnefs, — had  before  this  time  in  fome  degree 
affeded  his  fpiri£s>  and  rendered  him  lefs  dif* 
pofed  to  exert  his  facalties:  for  he  had  origi- 
nally a  very  ftrong  mind,  and  cheerful  temper. 
He  affured  me  he  never  had  felt  one  moment' of 
what  is  called  low  fpirits,  aruneafinefs  without 
a  real  caufe.  He  had  a  great  many  good 
ftori«s,  which  he  told  uncommonly  well,  and  he 
-was  remarkable  (m^YiumoMVyincoltmigravitatey* 
as  Lord  Monbodda  ufed  to  chara^erife.  it. 
His  age,  his  office,  and  his  charafter,  had 
iang  given-  him  an  acknowledged  claim  to 
great  attention,  in  whatever  company  he  was; 
and  he  could  ill  brook  any  dimiaution  of  it. 
He  was  as  fanguine  a  Whig  and  prefbyterian, 
as  Dr.'Jobnfon  was  a  Tory,  and  church  of 
-Englanfd  man:  and  as  he  had  not  much  leifure 
to  be  informed  of  Dr.  Johnfon's  great  merits, 
by  reading  bis  works,  he  had  a  partial  and  un^- 
-iavourable  notioa  of  him,  founded  on  his  fup- 
pofed  political  {enets ;  which  were  fo  difcdrdant 
CO  his  own,  that,  inftead  of  fpeaking  of  hina 
with  that  refpe£fc  to  whiqh  he  .wa$  .entitled,  he 
Xifed  to  call  him  '^  z.Jofobite  fellow .^  .  Know- 
ing all  this,  I  ihouid  not. have  ventured  to 
J[)ring  them  together,  had  not  my  father,  out 
of  kindnefs.  to  oie,  defired  njie  to  ioyite  Dr^ 
Jobnfon  tj^^j^^uf(:« 
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I  was  very  anxious  that  all  fliould  be  well  | 
IPind  begged  of  my  friend  to  avoid  three  topick^ 
^  to  which  they  diflered  very  widely  j  Whig- 
gifm,  Prclbyterianifm,  and--SirJohn  Pringle. 
He  faid  courteoufly,  "  I  Ih^ll  certainly  i^Qt 
falk  on  fubje<3s  which  I  am  told  are  difagre^- 
able  to  a  gentleman  under  wbofe  roof  I  s^n  ^ 
cfpecially,  I  Ih^ll  not  do  fo  x.o  yfiur  faibcr^^ 

Our  firft  day  went  off  v?ry  fo^opthly.     \% 

rainedj  and  we  could  not  get  oqti   bpt  my 

father  (hewed  Dr.  Johnfon  his  library^  ^hid), 

.  in  curious  editions  of  the  Greek  ^nd  Jlonuqi 

claflicks  is^  I  fuppoH^j   not  excelled  tyr  any 

.  private  collection  in  Great  Britain.    My  father 

had  ftudied  at  Leyden,  and  been  very  intimate 

.with  the  Cronpvii^    ^nd  other  learned  mep 

there.     He  was  a  found  fcholar^  a^d,  in  pac- 

ticular,  had  col|ated  n^anufcripcs  and  differei|t 

editions  of  Anacreon,  and  others  of  the  Greek 

Lyrick  poets,  with  grwt  care;    fo  that  my 

friend  and  he  had  much  matter  f6r  converlation 

fvithout  touching  on  thq  fiital  topicks  qf  diffec^ 

ence. 

Dr.  Johnfon  found  here  Baxter's  Anacrcow^ 

-  which  he  told  me  he  had  long  inquired  for  in 
vain,  and  began- to  fufppfb  there  was  no  fuch 
book.      Baxter  was  the    keen  antagonift  of 

-  Barnes.    His  Life  is  in  the  Biograpbia  BritM- 
mca.     My  father  has  written  ttiaaij  notes  on 
this  book,  and  Dr.  Johnfon  and  I  talked  pf 
having  it  reprintec^,  "  '  - 
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Weinejday^  ^d  November. 

It  rained  all  day^  and  gave  Dr.  Johnfon  aa 
jmpreffion  of  that  incommodioufnefs  of  climate 
in  the  weft>  of  which  he  has  taken  notice  in. 
his  "  Journey i"  but,  being  well  accommodated» 
^nd  furiiiflied  with  variety  of  booksj  he  was  not 
diflatisfied. 

Some  gentlemen  of  the  neighbourhoo4«came 
to  vifit  my  father  ^  but  there  was  little  con- 
verfation.  One  of  them  aiked  Dr.  Johnfon, 
how  he  liked  the  Highlands.  The  queftiop 
feemed  to  irritate  him^  for  he  anfwered,  ''How, 
fir,  can  you  afk  me  what  obliges  me  to  fpeak 
unfavourably  of  a  country  where  I  have  been 
hofpitably  entertained?  Who  can  like  the 
ij^ighlands  ?— I  like  xht  inhabitants  very  welL** 
:^The  gentleman  aiked  no  more  queftions.    . 

lL#et  me  now  make  up  for  prefent  negleft, 
by  again  gleaning  from  the  pad.  At  Lonl 
Monboddo's,  after  the  conversation  upon  the 
flecreafe  of  learning  in  England)  his  lordfliip 
mentioned  Hermes  by  Mr.  Harris  of  Salifbury, 
as  the  work  of  a  living  authour)  for  whom  he 
had  a  great  refpeA.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  nothing 
at  the  time ;  but  when  we  were  in  our  poft- 
chai(e,told  me^  he  thoughtHarris  '^a  coxcomb.'^ 
•This  he  faid  of  him,  not  as  a  man,  but  as  an 
authouri  and  I  give  his  opinions  of  men  and 
;^ooks>  iaithfuUyi  whether  they  agree  with  my 

own. 
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own^  or  not.  I  do  admits  that  there  always 
appeared  to  me  fomechiftg  of  afFedbation  in 
Mr.  Harfii's  maftiler  of  writing ;  fomething  of 
A  habit  of  clothing  plain  thoughts  in  ^uialytick 
and  categorical  formality.  Bat  all  his  writings 
are  imbued  with  learning  ;  and  alt  breathe 
that  philanthropy  and  Amiable  difpofition, 
which  diftinguifhed  him  as  a  man  *. 

At  another  time,  during  our  Tour,  he  drew 
iJie  character  of  a  rapacious  Highland  Chiefs 
with  the  ftrength  of  Theophratfttis  orLaBruyere; 
concluding  with  thefe  words :  *'  Sir,  he  has  no 
more  the  foul  of  a  Chiefs  than  an  attorney  wha 
has  tt^enty  hbufes  in  a  ftreet,  and  confidcn 
haw  much  he  can  make  by  them." 

He  this  day,  when  we  were  by  ourfelves, 
obfefved,  how  common  it  was  for  people  to 
talk  from  books ;  to  retail  the  fentiments  of 

others^ 

*  This  geotUmte,  though  dented  t^  the  ftiidf  6f  gfammar 
and  diaiefticksy  was  not  fo  abforbed  in  it  as  ro  be  without  a 
fknCtof  ^t^hntrfi  or  to  be  effiend^  at  ftia  favourite  lopickt 

.  being  tfeated  lightly.  I  one  day  i*et  hkn  in  the  ftreet,  ae  I 
was  haftening  to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and  told  him,  I  waa 
forry  I  could  (lot  Hop,  bein^  rather  too  fate  to  attend  an  appeal 
df  the  Duke  of  fiaitiilton  ag^ni  Dooglae.  *<  1  thought  (laid 
he)  their  con teft  had  been  over  long^iga.**    I  anfweredf  'f  The 

.  conteft  concerning  Douglases  filiation  was  over  long  ago  I  but 
the  coDtefl  now  is^  who  iball  htYe  the  eftate.**  Then,  aflnming 

'  the  air  of  **  an  ancient  fage  philofopher,**  I  proceeded  thua  s 
••  Were  I  to  predicate  concerning  him,  I  Ibould  fay,  the 
cotiteft  formerly  \*ra«,  What  h  ]ief  Tht  Conteil  now  it. 
What  kat  he  ?  **^"  Jllght,  (ref^ed  Mr.  Rmrls,  ftniliog^) 
you  have  done  with  qualhj,  and  have  got  into  quewUty.'* 
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others,  and  not  their  own ;  in  ifhort,  to  convcrfe 
without  any  originality  of  thinking.     He  was 
pleafed  tor  fay,  <<  You  and  I  do  not  talk  fron^ 
books." 

^urfda^j  j^Jb  November, 
I  was  glad  to  have  at  length  a  very  fine  day, 
on  which  I  could  (hew  Dr.  Johnfon  the  Place  of 
my  family,  which  he  has  honoured  with  fb 
much  attention  in  his  "  Journey."  He  is, 
however,  miftaken  in  thinking  that  the  Ccl- 
tick  name,  jlucbinkck^  has  no  relation  to  the 
natural  appearance  of  it.  I  believe  every  Cel- 
tick  name  of  a  place  will  be  found  very  de- 
fcriptive.  Aucbinle;fk  does  not  fignify  a  ftonf 
fields  as  he  has  faid,  but  z  field  of  fiag-ftones  \  and 
this  place  has  a  number  of  rocks,  which 
abound  in  ftrata  of  that  kind.  The  "  fullea 
dighity  of  the  old  caftle/*  as  he  has  forcibly 
expreffed  it,  delighted  him  exceedingly.  On 
*one  fide  of  the  rock  on  which  its  ruins  ftand,- 
'runs  the  river  Lugary  which  is  here  of  confider- 
able  breadth,  and  is  bordered  by  other  high. 
rocks,  fhaded  with  wood.  On  the  other  fide 
runs  a  brook,  (kirted  in  the  farne  manner,  but 
on  a  fmaller  fcale.  It  is  impofiible  to  figure 
a  more  romantick  fcene. 

I  Yclt  myfclf  elated  here,  arid  expatiated  to 
my  illuilrious  Mentor  on  the  antiquity  and  ho- 
pourable  alliances  of  my  family,  and  on  the 
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merits  of  its  founder^  Thomas  Bo^cII^  wly^ 
was  Wghly  favoured  by  his  fovcrcign;  James  IV. 
€>f  Scotland^  and  fell  with  him  at  tKe  battle  of 
Tk>ddoa*ficld  ;  and^  in  the  glow  of  what,  I  acn 
lenftble^  will»  in  a  commercial  age>  be  confidercd 
as  genealogical  eachufiafm>  did  not  omit  to 
menttoQ>  what  I  was  fure  my  friend  would  not 
riiink  Eghtly  of>  my  relation  to  the  Royal  Per- 
ionage>  whofe  liberality,  on  his  acceflion  to  the 
thrDae>  had  given  him  comfort  and  indepen- 
dence. I  hare^  in  a  former  page,  acknowledged 
my  pride  of  ancient  bloody  ia  which  I  was  en^ 
couraged  by  Dr.  Johnfon :  my  readers  therefore 
will  not  be  furprized  at  my  having  indulged  ic 
oa  this  occaGon. 

Not  far  from  the  old  caftle  is  a  fpot  of  con- 
fecrated  earthy  on  which  may  be  traced  the 
Ibundations  of  an  ancient  chapel,  dedicated  td 
St.  Vincent,  and  where^  in  old  times»  was  the 
•»  place  of  graves  "  for  the  family.  It  gricjv» 
me  to  think  that  the  remains  of  faoAity  here^ 
which  were  confiderable,  were  dragged  away, 
;vid  employed  in  building  a  part  of  the  houfe  of 
Auchinleck,  of  the  middle  age  -,  which  was  the 
lamity  refidencc,  till  my  father  eredbed  that 
*'  elegant  modern  manfion,  **  of  which  Du 
Johnibn  (peaks  fo  hlandfomely.  Perhaps  thia 
chapel  may  one  day  be  reftored. 

Dr.  Johnfon  was  pleafed,  when  I  flhewed  him 
Ibmc  venerable  old  trees,  under  the  fhadc  of 

which 
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IJlirdi'ltty  anccftors  had  walked^    l4e  ethbrtedl 
me  to  plant  afliduoufly^  as  my  fstthcr  had  done 
to  a  great  extent. 

As  I .  wandered  with  my  irvcred  frieiid  m 
flid  groves  of  Auchinleck,  I  told  him,  that,  if 
I  furvived  him,  it  was  my  intention  to  ereft  a 
ttionument  to  him  here,  among  fcenes  wkich^ 
iri  my  mind,  were  all  clalHcal }  for  m  nry 
youth  I  had  appropriated  to  them  nratiy  of 
the  defcriptions  of  the  Roman  poct$.  He  couUl 
not  bear  td  have  death  prefcntcd  to  him  in  any 
fhape ;  fof,  his  conftitutional  melancholy  made 
the  ftiiig  of  terrors  more  frightful.  He 
turned  off  the  fubje6t,  faying,  «  Sir,  I  hope  x^ 
ice  your  grand-children. !  " 

This  foreAoon  he  obferved  fome  cattle  with- 
out homs,  of  which  he  has  taken  notice  in  his 
*'  Journey,"  and  feems  undecided  whether  they 
be  of  a  particular  race.  My  learned  friend*s 
doubci  appear  to  have  had  no  foundation ;  for 
tny  rcfpeftable  neighbour,  Mr.  Fairlie,  who, 
with  all  his  attention  to  agriculture,  finds  time 
both  for  the  clafficks  and  his  friends,  aflurcs 
me  they  are  a  diftinft  Ipecies,  and  that,  whe& 
ahy  of  their  calves  have  horns,  a  mixture  df 
breed  can  be  traced.  In  confirmation  of  his 
opinion,  he  pointed  out  ty  me  the  following 
paflfage  in  Tacitus, — *^  TVJr  armentis  quidtm  Juv$ 
honor ^  out  gloria  frontu  \^  (De  mof.  Germ.  §  5.) 
which  he  wondersd  had  efcaped  Dr.  Jbhnfon. 

Oa 
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'   Oil  the  front  of  the  houfe  of  Auchinlcck  is 
this  infcription : 

^od  petisj  hie  efii 

Efi  UluirU  \  animfujf'fe  mu  d^cit  fqMm^ 
tc  h  chamfiberiftklc  pf  t\\e  fguncier;  but  the 
gnmus  itquus  if,  ^s^!  not  inherit^k.  nor  the 
fubj<^  of  dcvife.  .  He  always  talked  to  me  as 
if  it  fwere  in  a  mao'^  own  power  to  attain  it ; 
but  T)x.  John(bn  told  me  that  he  owned  to  him» 
when  they  wqre  alone,  his  periuaijoo  that  it  was 
in  a  great  meafure  conflitgtional,  or. the  efieft 
jof  caufes  which  do  not  depend  on  ourfelves^ 
xvi  that  Horace  boalls  too  much,  whea  he  (^.p^ 
squum  mi  animum  i^fe  parabo. 

Friday^  ^ib  Novmicr^ 
The  Reverend  Mr.  Dup^  our  pvifh  minifter, 
who  had  dined  with  us  yefterday,  with  ipme 
other  company,  infifted  that  Dr.  Johnfbn  and 
.1  ihould  dine  with  him  to-day.  This  gave  mc 
an  opportunity  to  Ihew  my  friend  the  road  to 
the  church,  njade  by  my  father  at  a  great  <x^ 
pence,  for  J^bove  three  miles,  through  a  range 
of  well  enclofcd  farpcis,  with  a  row  of  trees  on 
each  fide  of  it.  He  called  it  .the  Via/acra^  and 
was  very  fond  of  it.  Mr.  Dun,  thoygh  a  man 
of  fincere  good  principles^  as  a  prefjbyterian 
divine,  difcovered  a  narrownefs  of  information 

•       •       •  • 

concerning  the  dignitaries  of  the  chyrch  of 
England,   among  whom  may  be  founfl  men 

of 
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pfchcgrwtcft'kpming,  virtaq,  and  piety,  «nd 
of  a  truly  apoftolick  charader.  tie  talke^ 
before  Pr.  Johnfonj,  pf  .fat  bishops  ^nidromfy 
deans ;  and,  in  ihort,  feeoied  fo  believe  t)^ 
illiberal  and  profane  fepfiings  ^of  prpffQe^  faty^^ 
rifts,  or  vulgar  railers.  Dr.  Jobpfop  .wa^  {jf 
highly  ofiended,  that  he  £aid  to  hiflo,  ^*  Sir, 
you  know  no  more  of  our  cluirc/i  .thw  ,4 
Hottentot/ '—I  was  forry  th^t  be  brpught  tliif 
^ppn  him^f. 

I  cannot  be  certain,  whether  jt  was  on  tkii 
^y,  or  a  fornoer,  that,  Dr.  Johnfon  and  mf 
father  canoe  in  coUifion.  If  I  ceccdleA  rights 
the  conteft  bqgan  whik  my  father  was  (hewing 
him  his  collodion  of  i)nedals ;  and  Oliver 
iCromweirs  com  imfortuaatcly  introduced 
Charles  the  Firft,  and  Toryifm.  They  be- 
came exceedingly  warnn,  and  yiolent,  and  I 
was  very  n^uch  diftrefled  by  being,  prefent  at 
iuch  an  altercation  between  two  nien^  both  of 
whom  I  reverenced  j  yet  I  durft  not  interfere. 
It  would  certainly  be  very  ynbecoming  in  mc 
Xf>  exhibit  my  honoured  father,  and.nqr 
refpefted  friend,  as  intelledtual  gladiators,  £ar 
-the  entert{^inment  of  the  puhliek  i  and  there- 
fore I  fupprefs  what  would,  I  dare  fay,  make 
an  intereftiogfcenein  this  dcannatick  iketch,*-- 

I  thla 
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Ah  account  of  the  tranfit  of  Johhlbd  6vtt  tb6 
Caledonian  Hemiiphere. 

Yet  I  think  I  may,  without  impropriety; 
mention  one  circumftancej  as  an  inftance  of 
my  father's  addrefs.  Dr.  Johnfon  challenged 
ium,  as  he  did  us  all  at  Taliflcer,  to  point  out 
any  theological  works  of  merit  written  by  Pref- 
byterlan  minifters  in  Scotland.  My  father^ 
whofe  ftudies  did  not  lie  much  In  that  way» 
owned  to  me  afterwards,  himfelf,  that  he  was 
Ibmewhat  at  a  lofs  how  to  anfwer,  but  that 
luckily  he  recolle6ted  having  read  in  catalogues 
the  title  of  Durham  en  the  Galafians;  upoa 
which  he  boldly  faid,  "  Pray,  fir,  have  you 
jead  Mr.  Durham's  excellent  commenury  on 
the  Galatians  i ''— "  No,  fir,"  faid  Dr.  John- 
ion.  By  this  lucky  thought  my  father  kept 
him  at  bay,  and  for  fbme  time  enjoyed  his 
triumph ;  but  his  antagonift  foon  made  a  re* 
tort>  which  I  forbear  to  mention. 

In  the  courfe  of  their  altercation,  Whiggifnti 
and  Preibyterianifm^  Toryifm  and  Epifco- 
pacy,  were  terribly  buffeted.  My  worthy 
hereditary  friend.  Sir  John  Pringle,  never 
having  been  mentioned,  happily  efcaped  with* 
out  a  bruife. 

My  father's  opinion  of  Dr.  Johnfon  may  be 
conjeAured  from  the  name  he  afterwards  gave 
^im,  which  was  Ursa  Major.  But  it  is  not 
true,  as  has  been  reported^  that  It  was  in  con* 
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fcqucnce  of  my  faying  that  he  was  a  ccnjtellation 
of  genius  and  literature.  It  was  a  fly  abrupt 
expreffion  to  one  of  his  bretheren  on  the  benc^ 
of  the  Court  of  Seflion^  ;n  which  Dr.  Johnfon 
was  then  ftanding ;  but  it  was  not  faid  in  his 
hearing. 

Sunday y  yth  November. 
My  father  and  I  went  to  publick  worfhip  in 
our  parifli-church,  in  which  I  regretted  that 
Dr.  Johnfon  would  not  join  us ;  for^  though  we 
have  there  nd  form  of  prayer,  nor  magnificent 
folemnity,  yet,  i&  Goo  is  worfhipped  in  fpirit 
and  in  truth,  and  the  fame  dodtrines  preached 
as  in  the  church  of  England,  my  friend  would 
certainly  have  fliewn  more  liberality,  had  he 
attended.  I  doubt  not,  however,  but  he  em- 
ployed his  time  in  private  to  very  good  pur- 
pofe.  His  uniform  and  fervent  pie-ty  was  ma- 
nifefted  on  many  occafions  during  our  Tour, 
which  I  have  not  mentioned. — His  reafon  for 
not  joining  in  Prefbyteriail  worlhip,  has  been 
recorded  in  a  former  page  *. 

Monday^  Stb  November. 
Notwithftanding  \he  altercation  that  had 
JjaflTed,  my  father  who  had  the  dignified  cour- 
tefy  of  an  old  Baron,  was  very  civil  to  Dr. 
Johnfon,  and  politely  attended  him  to  the 
poft-chaife,  which  was  to  convey  us  to  Edin- 
burgh. 

I  i  Thus 

•  P.  i*f. 


Thus  they  parted. — They  arc  now  in  aiid* 
therj  and  a  higher^  ftate  of  exiftence :  and  as 
they  Iverc  both  worthy  chriftian  men,  1  tnifl: 
they  have  met  in  happinefs.  But  I  muft  ob- 
fcrve,  in  juftice  to  my  friend's  political  princi- 
ples, and  my  own,  that  they  have  met  in  a 
place  where  there  is  no  room  for  Wbiggifm. 

We  came  at  night  to  a  good  inn  at  Harhil- 
ton,— I  rccoUeft  rio  m.ore, 

^ttejday^  ^tb  November . 

I  wifhed  to  have  fhewn  Dr.  Johnfon  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton's  houfe>  commonly  called 
the  Palace  of  Hdmiilton,  which  is  cloie  by  the 
town«  It  is  an  objeft  which,  having  been 
pointed  out  to  me  as  a  fplendid  edifice,  from  my 
earlieft  yearfe,  in  travelling  between  Auchinleck 
and  Edinburgh,  has  ftill  great  grandeur  in  my 
imagination.  My  friehd  confented  to  ftop,  and 
view  the  Qutfide  of  it,  but  could  not  be  per*^ 
fuaded  to  go  into  ii:. 

We  arrived  this  night  at  Edinburgh,  after 
an  abfence  of  eighty- three  days.^  For  five 
weeks  together,  of  the  tempefhious  feafon, 
there  had  been  no  account  received  of  us.  I 
caAnot  exprefs  how  happy  I  was  on  finding 
myftlf  again  at  home. 

Wednejday^  lotb  November. 
bid  Kir.  Drummond,  the  bookfeller,  came 
to  breakfaft.     Dr.  Johnfon  and  he  had  not  met 
for  ten  years*    There  was  rcfpcft  on  his  fide, 

and 


ahd  kindnefs  on  Dr.  Johnfbn*s.  5oon  afterwards 
Lord  Elibank  came  in,  and  was  much  pleafed 
at  feeing  Dr.  Jdhhfon  iri  Scotland.  His  lord- 
jQiip  faid,  "  hardl)^  any  thing  fcemed  to  him 
more  improbable."  Dr.  Johnfoh  had  a  very 
high  opinion  of  him.  Speaking  of  him  to  me, 
he  charafterized  him  thus :  <^  Lord  Elibank 
has  read  a  great  deial.  It  is  true,  I  can  fiiid  iti 
books  all  that  he  ha^  read;  but  he  has  i 
great  deal  of  what  is  in  books,  proved  by  the 
teft  of  real  life/' — Indeed,  thfere  have  been  few 
rhen  whofe  co'nvcrfation  difcot^ered  more  know- 
ledge enlivened  by  fancy.  He  publilhed  ft- 
vcral  fmall  pieces  of  diftinguifhed  merit ;  and 
h'as  left  fome  in  manufcript,  in  particular  art 
account  of  the  expedition  againft  Caf thagena,'  - 
in  which  he  fcrvcd  as  an  officer  in  the  army. 
His  writings  deferve  to  be  colleded.  He  was 
the  early  patron  of  Dr.  Robertfoa,  the  hiftorian>' 
and  Mr.  Home,  the  tfagick  poet ;  who,  when 
they  were  minifters  of  country  parifhcs,  lived 
near  hts  feat.  He  told  mt,  "  I  faw  thefe  lads 
had  talents,  and  they  were  much  with  me,"— 
I  hope  they  will  pay  a  grateful  tribute  to  his 
memory. 

The  morning  Was  chiefly  taken  up  by  Dr. 
Johnfon's  giving  him  an  an  account  of  our 
Tour. — The  fubjeft  of  difference  in  political 
principles  was  introduced. — Jobnjon.  "  It  is 
much  increafcd  by  oppofition.  There  was  a 
^  li  a  violent 
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violent  Whig,  with  wkom  I  ufed  to  contend 
with  great  cagernefs.  After  his  death  I  felt 
my  Toryifm  much  abated." — ^I  fuppofc  he 
meaqt  Mr.  Walmdey,  of  LichBeld,  whofe 
charader  he  has  drawn  fo  well  in  his  Life  of 
Edmund  Smith. 

Mr.  Nairne  came  in,  and  he  and  I  accompa- 
nied Dr.  Johnfon  to  Edinburgh  caftle,  which  he 
owned  was  '^  a  great  place/'  But  I  muft 
mention,  as  a  ftriking  inftance  of  that  ^irit  of 
contradiction  to  which  he  had  a  firong  pro- 
penfity,  when  Lord  Elibank  was  fbme  days 
after  talking  of  it  with  the  natural  elation  of  a 
Scotchman,  or  of  any  man  who  is  proud  of  a 
ftately  fortrefs  in  his  own  country.  Dr.  Ji^lbn 
affefted  todefpife  it,  obferving,  that  "it  would 
make  a  good  prifon  in  England.** 

Left  it  ihould  be  fuppofed  that  I  have  fup- 
prefTed  one  of  his  fallies  againfl  my  country, 
.  it  may  not  be  improper  here  to  correft  a  mis- 
taken account  that  has  been  circulated,  as  to 
his  converfation  this  day.  It  has  been  faid, 
that,  being  defired  to  attend  to  the  noble  prof- 
peft  from  the  Caftle-hill,  he  replied,  "  Sir,  the 
nobleft  profpeft  that  a  Scotchman  ever  fees,  is 
the  high  road  that  leads  him  to  London.*'— 
This  lively  farcafm  was  thrown  out  at  a  tavern 
in  London,  in  my  prefence,  many  years  befoir. 
We  had  with  us  to-day  at  dinner,  at  my 
houfc,  the  Lady  Dowager  Colvill^  and  Lady 
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Anric  Erlkine,  fitters  of  the  Earl  of  Kelly  5  the 
Honourable  Archibald  Erfkine,  who  has  now 
fucceeded  to  that  title ;  Lord  Elibank  ;  the 
Reverend  Dr.  Blair;  Mr.  Tytlcr,  the  acute 
vindicator  of  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  and  his 
fon>  the  advocate. 

Fingal  being  talked  of^  Dr.  Jphnfon,  who  ufed 
to  boaft  that  he  had,  from  the  firft,  refitted  both 
Oflian  and  the  Giants  of  Patagonia,  averred 
his  pofitivc  diftjelief  of  its  authenticity.  Lord 
Elibank  faid,  "  I  am  fure  it  is  not  M^Pherfon's. 
Mr.  Jbhfifon,  I  keep  company  a  great  deal  with 
you  I  It  is  known  I  do.  I  may  borrow  from 
you  better  things  than  I  can  fay  myfdf,  and 
give  them  as  my  own  ;  but,  if  I  ttiould,  every 
body  will  know  whofe  they  are." — ^The  Doftor 
was  not  foftened  by  this  compliment.  He  de- 
nied merit  to  Fingal,  fuppofing  it  to  be  the 
produ6lion  of  a  man  who  has  had  the  advan- 
tages that  the  prefent  age  affords ;  and  faid^ 
^*  nothing  is  more  eafy  than  to  write  enough 
in  that  ftylc,  if  once  ^ou  begin*." — Young 
Mr.  Tytler  ftep|)ed  brifkly  forv^ard,  and  faid, 
*'  Fingal  is  certainly  genuine ;  for  I  have  heard 
a  great  part  of  it  repeated  in  the  original."— 

Ix  3  Dr. 

» 

*  I  dtefire  not  to  be  underftood  at  agreeing  intirefy  with  the 
opinions  of  Dr.  Johnfon^  which  I  relate  without  any  reftiark. 
The  many  imitations,  however,  of  Fingal^  that  have  been 
publiihed,  confirm  th?s  obfenration  in  a  conilderable  degree. 
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Pr.  Johnibn  indignantly  afked  hini,  ^^  Sir^  dq 
you  underftand  the  original  ?  '* — TytUr.  "  No, 
fir." — John/on.  *^  Why,  thtn,  we  fee  to  what 
this  tcftimony  comes  :■ — ^Thus  it  is/*- — He  af» 
^crwards  faid  to  me,  *5  Di^  you  obferve  the 
wonderful  confidence  with  which  young  Tytlcx 
advanced,  with  his  front  ready  brafed?  " 

1  mention  this  as  a  remarkable  proof  how 
liable  the  mind  of  man  is  to  credulity,  when 
not  guarded  by  fuch  ftriffc  examination  as  th^t 
which  Dr.  Johnfon  habitually  pradifed.  This 
gentleman's  talents  and  integrity  are  unquef- 
tionable ;  yet,  had  not  Dr.  Johnfon  itiade 
him  advert  tp  the  confideration,  that  he  who 
does  not  underftand  a  language,  cannot  know 
that  fomething  which  is  recited  to  him  is  in 
that  language,  he  might  have  believed,  and 
reported  to  this  hour,  that  he  had  ^\  heard  a 
great  part  of  Fingal  repeated  in  the  original." 

For  the  l^tisfadlion  of  thpfe  on  the  north  of 
the  Tweed,  who  may  think  Dr.  Johnlbn's  ac- 
count of  Caledonian  credulity  and  inaccuracy 
too  ftrpng,  it  is  but  fair  to  add,  that  l^e 
admitted  the  fame  kind  of  ready  belief  might 
be  found  in  his  own  country.  "  He  would  un- 
dertake  (he  faid)  to  write  an  epick  poem  on 
the  dory  of  Robin  tlood^  and  half  England,  to 
whonri  tHe  names  and  places  he  fhould  niention 
in  it  are  familiar,  would  believe  and  decls^^e 
they  had  heard  it  frpni  their  earlieft' years.". 


•     •    ^ 
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One  of  his  objcftions  to  the  authenticity  of 
Fingaly  during  the  converfation  at  Ulinilh,  is 
omitted  in  my  Journal,  but  I  pcrfeftly  recol- 
lefl;  It, — "  Why  is  not  the  original  depofited  in 
ibnie  publick  library,  inftead  of  eichibiting 
atteftations  of  its  exiftence?  Suppofe  there 
were  a  queftioii  ii>  a  court  of  juftice,  whether  a 
man  be  dead  or  alive:  You  aver  \^t  is  alive, 
and  you  bring  fifty  witnefles  to  fwear  it:  I 
anfwer.  Why  do  you  not  produce  the  man  ?  " 
—This  is  aq  argument  founded  on  one  of  the 
firft  principles  of  the  l{np  of  evidencey  which 
Cilbeft  iffpuld  have  held  to  be  irrefragable. 

I  do  not  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  giv6 
any  precife  decided  opinion  upon  this  queftion, 
as  to  which  I  believe  more  than  fome,  and  lefs 
Chan  others.  The  fubje<%  appears  to  have  now 
become  very  uninterefting  to  the  publick* 
That  Fittgal  is  not  from  beginning '  to  end  a 
tranflation  from  the  Galick,  but  lYiaxJome  paf- 
fages  have  been  fupplied  by  the  editor  to  conneft 
the  whole,  I  have  heard  admitted  by  very  waroi 
advocates  for  its  authenticity.  If  this  be  the 
cafe,  why  are  not  thefe  diftinftly  afcertained  ? 
Antiquaries^  and  admirers  of  the  work^  may 
complain,  that  they,  are  in  a  fituation  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  unhappy  gentleman  Vhofe  wife  in- 
formed him,  on  her  death- bed,  that  one  of 
their  reputed  children  was  not  his ;  and,  when 
he  eagerly  begged  her  to  declare  which  of  them 
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it  was,  (he  anfwcred,  "  That  you /(hall  never 
know  i "  and  expired,  leaving  him  in  irremc- 
dijible  doubt  as  to  them  all. 

I    beg  leave  now  to  fay  fomething  upon 
Juond  Jighty  of  which  I  have  related  two  in- 
ftanceS)  as  they  imprelTefl  my  mind  at  the  time. 
I  own«  I  returned  from  the  Hebrides  with  a  con* 
fiderable  degree  of  faith  in  the  many  (tories  of 
that  kind  which  I  heard  with  a  too  cafy  ac- 
quiefcence,  without  any  clofe  examination  of 
the  evidence:  but,  fince  that  time,  my  belief 
in  thofe  ftories  has  been  much  weakened,  by 
refiefting  on  the  carelefs  inaccuracy  of  narra- 
tive in  common  matters,  from  which  we  may 
certainly  conclude  that  there  may  be  the  fame 
in  what  is  more  extraordinary. — It  is  but  juft, 
however,  xo  add,  that  the  belief  in  fecond  fight 
is  not  peculiar  to  the  Highlands  and  ifles. 

Some  years  after  our  Tour,    a  caufe  was 
tried  in  the  Court  of  Scflion,  where  the  prin- 
cipal fa£t  to  be  afcertained  was,    whether  a 
Ihip-mafter,  who  ufed  to  frequent  .the  Weftcrn 
Highlands  and  Ifles,  was  drowned  in  one  par- 
ticular year,   or  in  the  year  after.     A  great 
number  of  witnefles  from   thofe  parts   were 
examined   on   each   fide,    and  fwore  direftly 
contrary  to  each  other,  upon  this  fimple  quef- 
tion.     One  of  them,  a  very  refpeftable  Chief! 
tain,   who  told  me  a  ftory  of   fecond  fight, 
which  I  have  not  mentioned,  but  which  I  too 
unplicitly  believed^  had  in  this  cafe,  previous 

to 
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to  his  publick  examination,  not  only*  faid^  but , 
actefted  under  his  hand,  that  he  had  feen  the 
Ihip-mafter  in  the  year  fubfequent  to  that   in 
which  the  court  was  finally  fatisfied  he  was 
drowned.     When  interrogated  with  the  ftrift- 
nefs  of  judicial  inquiry,   and  under  the  awe  of 
an  oath,  he  recolleftcd  himfelf  better,  and  re- 
tracted what  he  had  formerly  afferted,  apolo- 
gifing  for  his  inaccuracy,  by  telling  the  judges, 
•'  A  man  mll/ay  what  ^e  will  not/wear.*' — By 
many  he  was  much  cenfured,  and  it  was  main* 
rained  that  every  gentleman  would  be .  as  at- 
tentive  to  truth  without  the  fanftion  ftf  an 
oath,    as  with  it.      Dr.  Johnfon,    though    he 
himfelf  was  diftinguiflied   at   all    times   by  a- 
fcrupulous  adherence  to  truth,  controverted  this 
propofition  -,  and,  as  a  proof  that  this  was  not, 
though  it  ought  to  be,  the  cafe,  urged  the  very 
different  decifions  of  eleftions  under  Mr.  Gren- 
ville's  Aft,  from  thofe  formerly  made.   "  Gen- 
tlemen will  not  pronounce  upon  oath,  what  they 
would  have  faid,  and  voted  in  the  houfe,  with** 
out  that  fanftion." 

However  difficult  it  may  be  for  men  who  be- 
lieve in  preternatural  communications,  in  mo'^ 
dern  tim^s,  to  fatisfy  thofe  who  are  of  a  different 
OfMnion,  they  may  eafily  refute  the  doftrine 
of  their  opponents,  who  impute  a  belief  in 
/econdjigbl  to  Jttper^tion.  To  entertain  a  vifio- 
nary  notion  that  one  fees  a  diftant  or  future 
cventj  m4y  be  cdXlcd  Juferjiitim  j  but  the  cor- 

fpondencc 
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irl^ndeiKre  of  the  h6t  or  event  with  fuch  an 
impreflion  on  the  fancy,  though  certainly  very 
wonderful,  if  proved,  has  no  more  connedioq 
with  fuperftition,  than  magnetifnn  or  clcftri- 
city. 

After  dinner,  various  topicks  were  dlfcuflcdj^ 
but  I  recoiled^  only  one  particular.  Dr.  Johnfon 
compared  the  different  talents  of  Garrick  and 
!|Foote^  as  companions,  and  gave  GarricIfL 
greatly  the  preference  for  elegancc>  though  he 
allowed  Foote  extraordinary  powers  of  enter- 
tainment. He  faid,  *^  Garrick  is  retrained  by 
fome  principle  J  but  Foote  has  the  advantage  6£ 
an  unlimited  range.  Garrick  has  fbme  deli- 
cacy of  feeling  i  it  is  poflible  to  put  him  out ; 
you  may  get  the  better  of  him ;  but  Foote  is 
the  mod:  incompreffible  fellow  that  I  ever 
knew  :  when  you  have  driven  him  into  a  cor« 
ntr,  and  think  you  are  fure  of  him,  he  runs 
through  between  your  legs,  or  jumps  oyer  your 
head^  and  makes  his  efcape." 

Dr.  Erlkine  and  Mr.  Robert  Walker,  two 
very  refpe£table  minifters  of  Edinburgh,  fupped 
with  U5>  as  did  the  Reverend  Dr.  Webfter. 
«►— The  converfation  turned  on  the  Moravian 
miffions,  and  on  the  Methodifts.  Dr.  John(bn 
i^bierved  in  general,  that  mifiionaries  were  too 
fanguine  in  their  accounts  of  their  fucce(s  a- 
mong  favages,  and  that  much  of  what  thejr 
tcU  is  not  to  be  believed*    He  owned  that  the 

MetkodifU 
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Mcthodifts  had  done  good  $  had  fpread  religious 
impreflions  among  the  vulgar  part  of  mankind: 
t^ut,  he  faid,  they  had  great  bitternefs  agaiuft 
pther  Chriftians^  and  that  he  never  could  get  a 
Methodift  to  explain  in  what  he  excelled  others; 
that  it  always  ended  in  the  indifpenfible  necef- 
fity  of  hearing  one  of  their  pre^chprs, 

Hhurjday.y  wth  November. 
Principal  Robertfon  came  to  us  as  we  fat  at 
breakfaft :  he  advance4  to  Dr.  Johnfon,  repeat- 
ing a  line  of  Virgil^  which  I  forget.  ,  I  fuppofe 
fitjier 

Toft  vams  cafus^  per  tot  dif/frimina  rerumi-^^^ 
or 

'^multumille  et  terris  jaStatus^  et  alto. 

Every  body  had  addreflcd  us  with  fome  ftudied 

compliment  on  our  retufn.     Dr.  Johnfon  faid^ 

U I  am  really  afhamed  of  the  congratulations 

which  we  receive.     We  are  addreflcd  as  if  wc 

had  made  a  voyage  to  Nova  Zembla>  and  iuf- 

fcrcd  five  pcrfecutions  in  Japan."    And  he  af- 

j^erwards  remarked^  that^  '^  to  fee  a  man  come 

up  with  a  formal  air>  and  a  Latin  line^  when 

we  had  had  no  fatigue  and  no  danger,  was  pro* 

yoking.'*— I  told  him,  hq  was  not  fenfible  of 

the  danger,  having  lain  under  cover  in  the  boat 

during  the  ftorm :  he  was  like  the  chicken^ 

that  hides  its  head  under  its  wing,  and  then 

thinks  itfelf  fafe* 

ft  Lord 


Lord  Elibank  came  to  us,  as  did  Sir  Wil- 
liam Forbes.  The  ralh  attempt  in  1745  being 
mentioned,  I  obferved,  that  it  would  make  a 
fine  piece  of  Hiftory.  Dr.  Johnfon  faid  it 
"would.  Lord  Elibank  doubted  whether  anjr 
man  of  this  age  could  give  it  impartially. — 
Johnfon.  *'  A  man,  by  talking  with  thofc  of 
different  fides,  who  were  a£tors  in  it,  and 
putting  down  all  that  he  hears,  may  in  time' 
coJleft  the  materials  of  a  good  narrative.  You 
are  to  confider,  all  hiftory  was  at  firft  oral.  I 
luppofe  Voltaire  was  fifty  years  in  coUefting 
his  Louis  XIV.  which  he  did  in  the  way  that 
I  am  propofing. — Rohertjon.  "  He  did  io^  He 
lived  much  with  all  the  great  people  who  were 
concerned  in  that  reign,  and  heard  them  talk 
of  every  thing ;  and  then  either  took  Mr.  Bof- 
well'9  v^ay,  of  writing  down  what  he  heard,  or, 
which  is  as  good,  preferved  it  in  his  memory ; 
ftr  he  has  a  wonderful  memory." — With  the 
leffve,  however,  of  this  elegant  hiftorian,  no 
man's  memory  can  preferve  fai^  or  faytngs 
with  foch  fidelity  as  .may  be  done  by  writing 
th^rti  down  when  they  are  recent. — Dr.  Ro- 
bef tfon  faid,  it  was  now  full  time  to  mdke  fuch 
»  cotle6fciOn  as  Dr.  Johnfon  foggefted;  krr 
many  of  the  people  who  were  then  in  arms. 
Were  dropping  oflFs  and  bothWhigs  and  Jacobites 
were  now  come  to  talk  with  moderation.*'-*- 
Lord  Elibank  faid  to  him,  **  Mr.  RoberdoD, 

3  tlic 
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the  firn:  thing  that  gave  me  a  high  opinion  of 
you,  was  your  faying  in  the  SeleA  Society*, 
while  parties  ran  high^  foon  after  the  year 
1745,  that  you  did  not  think  worfe.  of  a  man'» 
moral  charafter  for  his  having  been  in  rebel- 
lion. This  was  venturing  to  utter  a  liberal 
fentiment,  while  both  fides  had  a  deteftation  of 
each  other." 

Dr.  Johnfon  obferved,  that  being  in  rebel- 
lion from  a  notion  of  another's  rights  was  not 
co/ine£bed  with  depravity;  and  that  we  had 
this  proof  of  it,  that  all  mankind  applauded 
the  pardoning  of  rebels;  which  they  would  not 
do  in  the  cafe  of  robbers  and  murderers.  He 
faid,  with  a  fmile,  that  '^  he  wondered  that  the 
phrafe  of  unnatural  rebellion  fiiould  be  {o  much 
ufed,  for  that  all  rebellion  was  natural  to  man/' 


As  I  kept  no  Journal  of  any  thing  that  pafled 
after  this  morning,  I  Ihall,  from  memory, 
groupe  together  this  and  the  other  days,  till 
that  on  which  Dr.  Johnfqn  departed  for  London. 
They  were  in  all  nine  days ;  on  which  he  dined 
at  Lady  ColvilFs,  Lord  Hailes's,  Sir  Adolphus 
Oughton's,  Sir  Alexander  Dick's,  Principal 
Robertfon's,  Mr.  M*Laurin's,  and  thrice  at 
Lord  Elibank's  feat  in  the  country,  where  wc 
alfo  paiTed  two  nights.  He  fupped  at  the  Ho- 
nourable 

*  A  fociety  for  debatt  I'n  £dioburgh«  conlifting  of  the  moft 
eminent  men. 
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fiourable  Alexsirider  Gordon's,  now  one  of  otlf' 
judges,  at  Mr.  Nairhe's,  Dr.  Blair's;  and  Mr; 
Tyder's;  and  at  rtiy  houfe  thrice, — one  evening 
with  a  numerous  company,  chiefly  gentlemen 
of  the  law  J  another  with  Mr.  Men^ies  of  Gul- 
dares,  and  Lord  Mdnboddo,  who  difengaged 
himfelf  on  purpofe  to  rh^t  hith ;  and  the  even- 
idjg  on  which  we  returned  from  Lord  Elibank'si 
he  fuppcd  with  my  wife  and  me,  by  ourfelves. 

He  breakfaftcd  at  Dr.  Webfter's,  at  old  Mu 
Drummond's,  and  at  Dr.  Blacklock's ;  and 
fpent  one  forenoon  at  my  uncle  Dr.  BofwelPs^ 
who  ihewed  him  his  curious  mufeum ;  and,  as 
he  was  an  elegant  fcholar,  and  a  phyfician  bred 
in  the  fchool  of  Boerhaave,  Dr.  Johnfon  was 
pleafed  with  his  company. 

On  the  mornings  when  he  breakfafted  at  my 
houfe,  he  had,  from  ten  o'clock  till  one  or  two> 
a  conftant  levee  of  various  perfons,  of  very  dif- 
ferent characters  and  defcriptions^  I  could  not 
attend  him,  being  obliged  to  be  in  the  Court  of 
Sefllon ;  but  my  wife  was  fo  good  as  to  devote 
the  greater  part  of  the  morning  to  the  endlefs 
talk  of  pouring  out  tea  for  my  friend  and  his 
vifitors. 

Such  was  the  difpodtion  of  his  time  at  Edin- 
burgh. He  faid  one  evening  to  me,  in  a  fit  of 
languor,  *^  Sir,  we  have  been  harraffed  by  in- 
vitations." I  acquiefccd.  "  Ay,  fir,  he  replied ; 

but 
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t>ut  hdiK^  much  worfe  would  it  have  been^  if  \vs 
ha4  been  negleftcd  ?  '* 

From  what  has  been  recorded  in  this  Journal^ 
it  may  well  be  fuppofed  that  a  variety  of  ad- 
mirable converfation  has  been  loft,  by  my 
«egleft  to  prefervc  it,— I  fhall  endeavour  to  re- 
cDlle£t  fome  of  it,  as  well  as  I  can. 

At  Lady  Colvill's,  to  whom  I  am  proud  td 
introduce  any  ftranger  of  eminence,  that  he 
niay  fee  what  dignity  and  grace  is  to  be  found 
in  Scotland,  an  officer  obferved,  that  he  had 
heard  Lord  Mansfield  was  riot  a  great  Englilh 
lawyer.— 7^*^^*  "  ^hy,  lir,  fuppofing  Lord 
Mansfield  not  to  have  the  fplendid  talents 
which  he  poflefles,  he  muft  be  a  great  Englifh 
lawyer,  from  having  been  fo  long  at  the  bar, 
and  having  paflcd  through  fo  many  of  the 
great  offices  of  the  law.  Sir,  you  may  as  well 
maintain  that  a  carrier,  who  has  driven  a  pack- 
horfe  between  Edinburgh  and  Berwick  for 
thirty  years,  does  not  know  the  road,  as  that 
Lord  Mansfield  does  not  know  the  law  of 
England.'' 

At  Mr.  Nairne*s,  he  drew  the  charafter  of 
Richardfon,  the  authour  of  C&rf^,  with  a  ftrong 
yet  delicate  pencil.  I  lament  much  that  I  have 
not  preferved  it :  I  only  remember  that  he  exr 
preflcd  a  high  opinion  of  his  talents  and  virtues; 
but  obferved,  that  '^  his  perpetual  ftudy  was  to 
wardoffpctty  inconveniencies,  and  procure  petty 
pkafurcs  i  ;hat  his  lOrc  of  continual  fuperiority 

was 
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was  fuch^  that  he  took  care  to  be  always  fur« 
rounded  by  women,  who  liftened  to  him  im- 
plicitly, and  did  not  venture  to  controvert  his 
opinions ;  and  that  his  defire  of  diftindtion  was 
fo  great,  that  he  ufed  to  give  large  vails  to 
the  Speaker  Onflow's  fervants,  that  they  might 
treat  Jiim  with  refpeft." 

On  the  fame  evening,   he  would  not  allow 
that  the  private  life  of  a  judge,  in  England^ 
was  required  to  be  fo  ftriftly  decorous  as   I 
fuppofcd.     "  Why  then,  fir,  (faid  I,)  according 
^  to  your  account,  an  Englifh  judge  may  juft 

live  like  a  gentleman/' — Johnfon.  ^'  Yes,  fir,— 
if  he  can.'^ 

At  Mr.  Ty tier's,  I  happened  to  tell  that  one 
evening,  a  great  many  years  ago,  when  Dr. 
Blair  and  I  were  fitting  together  in  the  pit  of 
Drury-lane  play-houfe,  in  a  wild  freak  of  youth- 
ful extravagance,  I  entertained  the  audience 
prodigioujlyj  by  imitating  the  lowing  of  a  cow* 
A  little  after  I  had  told  this  ftory,  I  differed 
from  Dr.  Johnfon,  I  fuppofe  too  confidently, 
upon  fome  point,  which  I  now  forget.  He  did 
not  fpare  me.  ''Nay,  fir,  (faid  he,)  if  you 
cannot  talk  better  as  a  man,  I'd  have  you  bel- 
low like  a  cow  *•" 

At 

*  As  I  bai'e  {>eeii  fcrupuIouHy  exafl  in  relating  anecdotet 
concerning  other  perfons,  I  ihall  hot  withhold  any  part  of  this 
ftory,  howerer  ludicrous.— -I  was  A>  Aiccefsful  in  this  boyifli 
fiolick,  that  the  univerfal  cry  of  the  galleries  was,  "  Emc^rt* 
the  cow  I  Encore  the*  cow !"  In  the  pride  of  my  heart,  I  at- 
tempted 
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At  Dr.  Webfter's,  he  faid,  that  he  believed 
hardly  any  man  died  without  afFeftation.  Thi^ 
remark  appears  to  me  to  be  well-founded,  arid 
will  account  for  rhariy  of  the  celebrated  death- 
bed fayings  which  are  recorded. 

One  of  the  evenings  at  my  houfej  ivhen  he 
told  that  Lord  Lo'>at  bo'aftSd  to  an  Englifh  no- 
bleman, that  though  he  had  not  his  wealth;  hfe 
had  two  thoufand  men  whom  he  could  at  any 
time  call  into  th<j  field,  the  Honourable  Alex-* 
ander  Gordon  obferved,  that  thoffe  two  thoufand 
men  brought  him  to  the  block. — ^"-True,  fir, 
faid  Dr.  Johnfon  -,  but  you  may  juft  as  well 
argue,  concerning  a  man  who  has  fallen  over  a 
precipice,  to  which  he  has  walked  too  near,— j^ 
*  His  two  legs  broughf  hinni  to  that.'  Is  he  not 
the  better  for  having  two  Itgs  ?  " 

At  Dr.  Blair's  I  left  him,  in  order  to  attend 
a  confultation^  during  which  he  and  his  annliable 
hoft  were  by  themfelves.  I  returned  to  fupper; 
at  which  were  Principal  Robertfon,  Mr.Nairne, 
and  feme  other  gentlemen.  Dr.  Robertfon  and 
Dr.  Blair,  I  remember,  talked  Well  upon  fubor- 
dination  and  govef-nmenti  and,  as  my  friend 
and  I  were  walking  home,  he  faid  CO  me^  "  Sif^ 
thefc  two  doftors  ate  good  men,  and  wife  nfien." 

Kk  -^I 

tempted  imitations  of  Tome  other  animals,  but  with  verjr 

inferior  etfeft.    My  reverend  friend,  anxious  for  my  fams, 

'  tvith  an  air  of  the  utmoft  gravity  and  earneilhers,  addrefled 

JUS  thus  i  <*  My  d^ds  fir^  I  woul^  cof^e  myfeif  to  the  co*wi" 
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—I  begged  of  Dr.  Blair  to  reconefk  what  he 
could  of  the  long  converfation  tliat  paiTed  be^ 
twcen  Dr.  Johnfbn  and  him  alone,  this^vemn^ 
and  he  obligingly  wrote  to  me  as  foUpWs : 

«'  Dearjr,  March 2^  i7*5- 

"  —  AS  fo  many  years  hare  iptervened, 
^nce  I  chanced  to  have  that  converfation  with 
I>r.  Johnfon  in  my  houfc,  to  which  you  refer, 
i  have  forgotten  moft  of  what  then  pafled,  i>uc 
remember  that  I  was  both  ioilrufted  and  en- 
tertained  by  it.    Among  other  fubjeds^   the 
difcourfe  happening  to  twxn  on  modern  Latin 
poets,  the  Do£tor  c^preiTed  a  ytty  favourable 
opinion  of  Buchanan,  and  inftantly  repeated, 
from  beginning  to  end,  an  ode  of  his,  intituled 
Calenda  Mai^y  (the  eleventh  in  his  Mifrdla- 
nigrum  JJher^    beginning  with   thefe  words, 
^  SalvHeJacris  delidis  Jofr^y    with  which  I  had 
formerly  been  unacquainted;   but,  upon  pe- 
rufingit,  the  praife  which  he  beftowed  upon  it» 
as  one  of  the  happie{]t  of  Buchanan's  poericat 
compofitions,  appeared  to  me  very  juft.    He 
.al(b  repeated  to  me  a  Latin  ode  he  had  com- 
pofed  in.ohe  of  the  Weilern  Iflands,  from  which 
he  h?d  lately  returned*    We  had  much  dif- 
courfe concerning  his  excurfion  to  tfaofe  Hlands, 
with  which  he  exprcfled  himfelf  as  having  beca 
highly  pleafed;  talked  in  a  favourable  manner 
of  the  hofpitality  of  the  inhabitants;  and  par* 
3  ticularly 


I  499  1 
ticahtrlf  fpdcemuch  of  his  hstppinefs  do  luiring 
you  for  his  companion;  and  faid^  that  tht 
JoDger  he  knew  you>  he  loved  and  eiteea\ed 
jrou  the  more.  This  oonverXaxion  paiTcd  in  the 
imerval  between  tea  and  fupper,  when  we  were 
by  ourCelves..  You,  and  the  reft  of  the  com- 
pany who  .were  with  us  ac  fupper,  have  often 
taken  notice  that  he  wa$  uncommonly  bland 
and  gay  that  evening,  and  gave  much  pleafure 
ia>aU  who  were  prefenu — This  is  all  that  I  can 
recoUe&  diftinAly  of  that  long  converfation. 

"  Yours  fincerelj, , 

«  HuGJj  Blair.'' 

At  liOrd  Hailes's,  we  Ipent  a  moft  agree- 
able day  $  but  again  I  muft  lament  that  I  was 
fo  indolent  as  to  let  almoft  dl  that  pafied  eva- 
porate into  oblivion*  Dr.  Johnfon  obferved 
there,  that  <*  it  was  wonderful  how  ignorant 
many  officers  of  the-army  are,  confidering  how 
much  leifure  they  have  for  itudy,  and  -  the 
acquificion  of  knowledge.''  I  hope  he  was 
miftakens  for  he  QCkaintained  that  many  of 
them  were  ignorant  of  things  belonging  im* 
mediately  to  their  own  profeiBon  j  ^^  for  in^ 
fta&ce,  many  canoot  tdl  how  far  a  muiket  will 
carry  a  buUet/'  in  pro^f  of  which^  I  fuppoie^ 
he  meationed    Ibme    particular  perfon,    far 

Lmd  Hailes^  frotn  whom  I  folkited  what  he 

•  ••  • 
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troiild  *  recolle^l  of  chat  day^  writes  to  nie  as 
foHows : 

**  As  to  Dr.  John{bn*s  obfervatidn  about  the 
ignorance  of  officers  in  the  length  that  a  mulket 
will  carry,  my  brother.  Colonel  Dalrymplc, 
was  prefcnt,  and  he  thought  that  the  do^or 
was  either  miftaken,  by  putting  the  queftioa 
wrong,  or  that  he  had  converfed  on  the  fnbjcft 
with  fome  perfon  out  of  fcrvice. 

*'  Was  it  upon  that  occafion  that  he  cx- 
preffed  no  curiofity  to  fee  the  room  at  Dum^ 
fermline,  where  Charles  I.  was  born  ?  *I  know 
that  he  was  born,  (faid  he  j)  no  matter  where/ 
—Did  he  envy  us  the  birdi-placc  of  the 
king?" 

Near  the  end  of  his  "  Journey,"  Dr.  John* 
fon  has  ^iven  liberal  praife  to  Mr.  Braid wood'l 
academy  for  the  deaf  and  dumb.  When 'he 
vifited  it,  a  circumftancc  occurred  which  was 
truly  charafteriftical  of  our  great  Lexicographer. 
•*  Pray,  (faid  ht,)  can  they  pronounce  any  /wj- 
words  ^"— Mr.  Braidwood  informed  him  they 
Could*  Upon  which  Dr.  Jbhnfon  wrote  one  of 
his/ffquipedalia  veria,  which  was  pronounced  bj 
the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  he  was  fatisficd.— My 
readers  may  perhays  wifli  to  know  what  the 
word  was  ;  biit  I  cannot  gratify  their  curiofity. 
Mr.  Braidwedd  told  me^  it  remained  long  in  his 

fchool^ 
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fchool,  but  had  been  loft  before  I  made  mjr ' 
inquiry*. 

Dr.  Johnfon  one  day  vifitcd  the  Court 
of  Scflion,  He  thought  the  mode  of  pleading 
there  too  vehement^  and  too  much  addrefled  to 
the  paflions  of  the  judges.  **  This  (faid  he)  is 
not  the  Areopagus/' 

At  old  Mr.  Drummond'Sj  Sir  John  Dal- 
rymple  quaintly  faid,  the  two  nobleft  animals 
in  the  world  were,  a  Scotch  Highlander  and  aa 
Englilh  Sailor,  **  Why,  fir,  faid  Dr.  Johnfon, 
I  (hall  fay  nothing  as  to  the  Scotch  Highlander ;  • 
brut  as  to  the  Englifh  Sailor,  I  cannot  agrep 
with  you."— Sir  John  faid,  he  was  generous  in 
giving  away  his  money. — Johnfon.  "  Sir,  he* 
throws  away  his  money,  without  thought,  and 
without  merit.  I  do  not  call  a  tree  generous, 
that  lb«ds  its  fruit  at  every  breeze." — Sir  John 
having  afifcded  to  complain  of  the  attacks 
made  upon  his  Memoirs,   Dr.  Johnfon  faid, 

Kk  3  *^Nay, 

*  One  of  the  beft  crttjckt  of  our  age  '*  does  not  wtHi  to  * 
prevent  the  admirer  a  of  the  incorrcA  and  nervelei'e  ftyle, 
which  general iy  prevailed  for  a  century  before  Dr.  Johnfon^s 
energftick  writings  were  known,  from  enjoying  the  laugh  that 
this  ftory  may  produce,  in  which  he  is  very  leady  to  Join  thtm.**  • 
He,  however,  requefts  me  to  obferve,  *'  that  my  friend  very 
properly  chofe  a  lotig  word  on  this  occafion,  nor,  it  is  believed, 
from  any  prediIe£lion  for  polyCyllables,  (tbongh  he  certainly 
had  a  due  refpe^i  for  them,)  but  in  order  to  put  Mr.  Braid- 
wood*s  (kill  to  the  flri^lcft  teft,  and  to  try  the  efficacy  of  his 
inftru^ion  by  the  moft  difficult  exertion  of  the  organs  of  his 
fijpiU.** 


[  5^2  ] 
^  Nay^  fic»  do  not  complain*  It  is  advantageous- 
to  an  auchour^  that  his  book  (hould  be  attacked 
as  well  a&  praifed.  Fame  i&  a  fhuttlecock.  If 
it  he  (truck  only  at  one  end  of  the  room^  it  will 
Coon  fall  to  the  ground.  To  keep  it  up,  it 
muft,  be  ftruck  atJboth  ends." — Often  have  I 
rcBeftcd  on  this  fince ;  and^  inftead  of  being 
aj)giy  at  many  of  thofe  who  have  written 
^?unft.  me,  h^ve  fmiled  to  think  that  they 
^erc  unintentionally  fubfervicnt  to  my  fame^- 
by  uCng.  a  b^ttledoor  to  make  me  virum  vclUare 
^er  era. 

At  Sir  Alexander  Dick's,  from  that  abfencc 
of  mind  to  which  every  man  is  at  times  fubjed, 
I  told,  in  a  blundering^  manner^.  Lady  Eglin* 
toune's  complimentary  adoption  of  Dr,  Johnfbn. 
as  her  fon ;  for  I  unfortunately  ftated  that  her 
lady  (hip  adopted  him  as  her  fon,  in  qonfequence 
of  her  having  been  married  the  year  after  he 
was  born.  Dr.  Johnfon  inftantly  corredefd  me. 
"  Sir>  don^t  you  perceive  that  you  are  defaming 
the  countefs  ?  For,  fuppofing  me  to  be  her  fon, 
and  that  (he  was  not  married  till  tho  year  after 
my  birth,  I  muft  have  been  htv  naiurah  fon." 
A  young  lady  of  quality,  who  was  prefent,  very 
baodfomely  faid,  ^^  Might  not  the  fon  have  juf- 
tified  the  fault  ?  "-—My  friend  was  much  flat- 
tered by  this  compliment,  which  he  never  for- 
got! When  in  more  than  ordinary  fpirits,  and 
talking  of  his  journey  in  Scotland,  he  has  called 
to  me,  *^  Bofwellj  what  was  it  that  the  young 

lady 
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l9d^  of  quality  faid  of  me  at  Sir  Alexander 
Dick's  ?  **  Nobody  will  doubt  that  I  was  happy 
in  repeating  it. 

My  illuftrious  friend,  being  now  defirous  to* 
be  again  in  the  great  theatre  of  life  and  ani- 
mated exertion,  took  a  place  in  the  coach, 
which  was  to*  fet  out  for  London  on  Monday 
the  aid  of  November.     Sir  John  Dalrymple 
preffed  him  to  come  on  the  Saturday  before,' 
to  his  houfe  at  Cranfton,  which,    being  twelv€f 
miles  from  Edinburgh,  upon  the  middle  road 
to  Newcaftlc,    (Dr.   Johnfon    had   come    to 
Edinburgh  by  Berwick,  and  along  the  naked 
coaftj)  it  would  make  his  journey  eafier,  as  the 
coach  would  take  him  up  at  a  more  feafonable 
hour  than  that  at  which  it  fets  out.     Sir  John, 
I  perceived,  was  ambitious  of  having  fuch  a 
gueft ;  but,  as  I  was  well  aflured,  that  at  thi$ 
vciry  time  he  had  joined  with   fome   of   his 
prejudiced    countrymen    in    railing    at    Dr. 
Johnfon,  and  had  faid,  **  he  wondered   how 
any  gentleman  of  Scotland  could  keep  com- 
pany with  him,"  I  thought  he  did  not  defervc 
the  honour :  yet,  as  it  might  be  a  convenience  to 
Dn  Johnfon,  I  contrived  that  he  fhould  accept 
the  invitation,  and  engaged  to  conduA  him. 
I  refolved  that,  on  our  way  to  Sir  John*s,  we 
fhould  make  a  little  circuit  by  Rodin  Caftle 
and  Hawthornden,  and  wiflied  to  fct  out  foon 
after  breakfaft;  but  young  Mr.  Tytler  came 
to  Ihew  Dr.  Johnfon  fome  cffays  which  he  had 

K  k  4  written ; 
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written;  an<J  my  great  friend^  vho  w^  .pf- 
cecdingly  obliging  when  thus  confultcd,  was 
(detained  fo  long  that  it  was,  1  believe,  onp 
9*clock  before  we  got  into  our  poft-chaife.  I ' 
found  that  we  Ihould  be  too  late  for  dinner  at  Sir 
John  Dalrymple's,  to  which  we  were  engaged; 
but  I  would  by  no  means  lofe  the  pleafure  of 
feeing  my,  fficnd  ^t  Hawthorndcn, — of  feeing 
Sam  John/on  at  the  very  fpot  where  Ben  Jqnjon 
vifited  the  learned  and  poetical  Drunimond. 

Wc  purveyed  Roflin-caftle,  the  romantick 
fcene  around  it,  and  the  beautiful  Gothic^ 
chape],  and  dined  and  drank  tea  at  the  inn  i 
after  \yhich  we  proceeded    to  Hawthorndcn, 

and  viewed  the  caves  \  and  I  all  the  while  had 

-.  .       .     •        •  .    .    •      .  •  , 

Rare  Ben  in  my  mind,  and  was  pleafed  to  think 
that  this  place  was  now  yifited  by  another  cc* 
lebrated  wit  of  England. 

By  this  time  "  the  waining  nigjit  \yas  grow- 
ing; old/'  and  we  were  yet  feveral  miles  from 
Sir  John  Dalrymple's.  Dr.  Johnfon  did  not 
feem  much  troubled  at  our  having  treated  the 
baronet  with  fo  little  attention  to  politencfs; 
but  when  I  talked  of  the  grievous  difappoint- 

ment  it  muft  have  been  to  him  that  we  did  not 

•  •  ■  'ill,       ■.♦ 

come  to  the  feaji  that  he  had  prepared  for  us, 
(for  he  told  us  .he  had  killed  a  feven-year-old 
(heep  on  purpofe,)  my  friend  got  into  a  merry 
mood,  and  jocularly  faid,  "  1  dare  fay,  fir,  he 
has  been  very  fadly  diftrcfled :  Nay,  we  do  not 
know   but   the  confequence  may   have  been 

fajal. 
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fstai.  I^t  me  try  to  defcribe  his  fituation  Iq 
his  own  hiftorical  ftyle.  I  have  as  good  a 
right  to  make  him  think  and  talk^  as  he  has  to 
tell  us  how  people  thought  and  talked  a  hun* 
dred  years  agp,'  qf  which  he  has  no  evidence* 
Ail  hiftory,  (6  far  as  it  is  not  fupported  by 
colli tempqrary  evidence,  is  romance.— Stay  now. 
— Let  us  confider!" — He  then  (heartily 
laughing  all  the  while)  proceeded  in  his  imita- 
tion, I  am  fure  tq  the  following  ^fieA,  though 
no^,  ap  the  diftance  of  almoft  twelve  years,  I 
cannot  pf etepd  tp  recoiled  all  the ,  precif^ 
VPrds ; 

Dinner  being  ready,  he  wondered  that  his 
guefts  were  not  yet  come.  His  wonder  was 
^*  foon  fijcceeded  by  impatience.  He  walked 
"  about  the  room  in  anxious  agitation  s  fome- 
^f  times  he  looked  at  his  watch,  fometimes  he 
*?  looked  out  at  the  window  with  an  eager  gaze 
**  of  expeftation,  and  revolved  in  his  mind  the 
*f  various  accidents  of  human  life.  His  family 
'*  beheld  him  with  mute  concern*  *  Surely 
"  (faid  he,  with  a  figh,)  they  will  not  fail  me/ 
^5  — The  mind  of  man  can  bear  a  certain  pref- 
*'  ful-e ;  but  there  is  a  point  when  it  cari  bear 
^'  no  more.  A  rope  was  in  his  view,  and  he 
V  died  a  Roman  death*." 

It 

*  '^  E^ex  was  at  that  time  confined  to  the  fame  chamber  of 
the  Tower  from  which  his  father  Lord  Capel  had  been  icd  to 

death. 
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It  was  very  late  before  we  rdaixihcd  the  feat 
of  Sir  John  Dalrymplc,  who,  certainly  with 
fome  reafon  was  fSdr  in-  vei^  good*  humour. 
Our  converfation  was  not  brilliant.  We 
fupped>  and  went  to  bed  in  ancient  rooms, 
which'  would  have  better  fuited  the  climate  of 
Italy  in  fummer,  than  that  of  Scotland  in  the 
numth  of  Novemben 

I  recollcft-  no  converfation  of  the  neit  day, 

worth  preferviiTg, .  ejpccpf  one  faying  of  Dr. 

Jbhnfon^   which  will  be  a  valu^le  t»t  for' 

many  decent  old  dowagers^,   and' other  good' 

company,  in  various  circles,  to  defcant  upon.— - 
He  raid>  <<  1  am  forry  I  have  not  learnt  to  play 

at  cards.     It  is  very  ufefulinlife :  it  generates' 

kincbefs,  and.confolidates  fociety." — He  cer* 

tainly^  could  not  mean  deep  play. 

My  friend  and  I  thought  wc  fhould  be  more 

comfortable  at  the  inn  at  Blackfhiels,   twc 

miles  farther  on.    We  therefore  went  thither* 

in  the  evening,  and  he  was  very  entertaining; 

but  I  have  prefervcd  ncKhing  but  the  pleafing- 

remembrance,  and  his  verfcs  on  George  the- 

Second  and  Cibber,  and  his  epitaph  on  Parnell, 

which 

^nth,  ami  in  which  Ms  wife^s  grandrather  had  infliflcd  a  yo- 
luntary  death  upon  himfelf.  When*  he  Cam  hit  friend  carried 
t(M¥hat  be  reckoned  certain  fate,  their  connmon  enemies  eo> 
joying  the  fpeaacle,  and  refle£led  that  it  waa  he  who  had 
forced  Lord  Howaid  upon  the  confidence  of  Ruflel,  he  retired, 
and,  by  a  Romafi  demb,  put  an  end  to  his  mifcry." 

Dalrymple's  Memoira  of  Great  Briuia  and  Ireland, 
Vol  1.  p.  36. 
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which  he  was  then  fo  good  as  to  didatc  to 
me. 

.  We  breakfafted  together  next  mornings  and 
then  the  coach  came,  and  took  him  up.  He 
had,  as  one  of  his  companions  in  it,  as  far  as 
Newcaftle,  the  worthy  and  ingenious  Dr. 
Hope,  botanical  profeflfor  at  Edinburgh*  Both 
Dr.  Johnfon  and  he  ufcd  to  fpeak  of  their  good 
fortune  in  thus  accidentally  meeting ;  for  they 
had  much  inftruftive  converfationj  which  is  al- 
ways a  moft  valuable  enjoyment,  and,  when 
found  where  it  is  not  expected,  is  peculiarly 
rclifhed. 

I  have  now  completed  my  account  of  our 
Tour  to  the  Hebrides.  I  have  brought  Dr.. 
Johnfon  down  to  Scotland,  and  feen  him  into 
the  coach  which  in  a  few  hours  carried  him 
back  into  England.  He  faid  to  me  often, 
that  the  time  he  fpent  in  this  Tour  was  the 
pleafanteft  part  of  his  life,  and  aflccd  me  if  I 
would  lofe  the  recollection  of  it  for  five  hun- 
dred  pounds.  I  anfwered  I  would  not  i  and 
he  applauded  my  fetting  fuch  a  value  on  an 
accellion  of  new  images  in  my  mind. 

Had  it  not  been  forme,  I  am  perfuaded  Dr. 
Jfohnfon  never  would  have  undertaken  fuch  a 
journeys  and  I  mufl:  be  allowed,  to  aflfume 
fome  merit,  from  having  been  the  caufe  that 
our  language  has  been  enriched  with  fuch  a 
book  as  that  which  he  publifhed  on  his  return  ; 
a  book  which  I  never  read  but  with  the  utmoft 
admiradon^    as  I  had  fuch  opportunities  of 

knowing 
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knowing  from  what  very  meagre  materials  it 
was  compofcd. 

But  my  praife  may  be  fuppofed  partial ;  and 
therefore  I  ftiall  infert  two  teilimonies^  not 
liable  to  that  objeftion,  both  written  by  gen- 
tlemen of  Scotland,  to  whofe  opinions  I  am 
confident  the  higheft  refpeft  will  be  paid  j  Lord 
Haiks,  and  Mr.  Dempfter. 

« 

^j  «.  ?*(?  Jamts  Bojwdly  Efqi 

•*  I  have  received  much  plcafurc,  and 
much  inftruftion,  from  perufing  "  The  Jour- 
ney*' to  the  Hebrides. 

"  I  admire  the  elegance  and  variety  of  de- 
fcription,  and  the  lively  pifture  of  men  and 
manners.  1  always  approve  of  the  moral,  often 
of  the  political,  reSe&ions.  I  love  the  benevo^ 
fence  of  the  author. 

•«  They  who  fearch  for  faults,  may  poflibly 
find  them  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
work  of  literature. 

"  For  example,  the  friends  of  the  old  family 
fay  that  the  or  a  of  flanting  is  placed  too  late, 
at  the  Union  of  the  two  kingdoms.  I  am 
known  to  be  no  friend  of  the  old  family  \  yet  I 
would  place  the  asra  of  planting  at  the  Reilo- 
ration ;  after  the  murder  of  Charles  I.  had  been 
expiated  in  the  anarchy  which  fucceeded  it. 

"  Before  the  Rcltoration,  few  trees  were 
planted,  unlefs  by  the  monadic  drones :  their 
fucccliurs,  (and  worthy  patriots  they  were,)  the 

barQQ$2 
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barotiSy  firft  cut  down  the  trees>  and  then  ibid 
the  eftates*  The  gentleman  a^^  S^^  Andrews^ 
whO'faid  that  there  were  but  two  trees  in  Fife, 
ought  to  have  added,  that  tke  elms  of  Bahtie- 
lino  were*  fold  widiihthefe  cwcnfcy* years,  to 
make  pumps  for  the  fire-engines.  '  . .  * 

"  In  J.  Major  de*  GeJHs  Scotorumj  L.  i*  C  a* 
laft  edition,  there  is  a  fingiilar  pafiage  : 

'^  Davidi  Cranftoneo  conterraneo,  dum  de 
•^^  prima  theologias  licentia  foret,  duo  ei  coo- 
'^'  fotcii  et  familiares,  et  mei  cum  eo  in  artibitt 
**  auditores,  fcilicct  Jacobus  Almain  Senonenfis, 
"  et  Petrus  Bruxcellenfis,  Praedicatoris  ordinis, 
^^  in  Sorbonac  curia  die  Sorbonico  commilvco^ 
**  nibus  ibis  publicc  objeccrunt,  quod  fane  a^e^ 
**  nacto  plebeii  Scott,  ficut  a  quodam  fcligiolb  in- 
'*  tellexeranc,  ve/cebantury  ut  virum,  quern  ckoie- 
**  ricum  noverant,  benefits  Jalibus  tentarenty  qui 
'*  hoc  inficiari  tanquam  patria  dedecus  nijus  eft.** 
-  **  Pray  introduce  our  countryman,  Mr.  Li* 
centiate  David  Cranfton,  to  the  acquaintance 
of  Mr.  Johnfon. 

**  The  fyllogifm  feems  to  have  been  this : 
^'  They  who  feed  on  oatmeal  are  barbarians  5 
**  But  the  Scots  feed  on  oatmeal : 


The  licentiate  denied  the  minor. 

"  I  am,  fir, 
**  Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

NcwhaUei,  6th  Feb.  1775.        ««  DaV."  DaLRYMPLB.** 
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you  my  beft  thAsibs  for  ifhc  coAcriwuDcnC/ptt 
Jbayt  fvmiil^tnct  .my  iamilyr  wd  guqfb>  by 

the  peruial  ti£  Dr.  JohnfoaU  '^  Jourtuy  m  ilMb 
•Weftcm  Iflands  .s"««^and  noinr  for  jny  ftMimrnh 
xii  it.r^I  was  well  emcrtadaed*  His  ^forip^ 
Aim3  ftrc  ftocprate  and  vivid.  He .  ciwicd  xne 
jon  the  Tour  along  with  him«  I  am.plea(efl 
with  tbe^u&ice  he  ha«  done  to  yotzr  humovr.  and 
viyacity*.  '^  The  norfe  of  the  jmod  iictiig  .;dl 
^'^s  owQ,"  is  a  Aon-fi^tj^  that  it  wouU  hx^t 
J>fteo  a  pity  to  haye  omiccod^  and  a  J36fa))ery  not 
40.  have  afcribed  to  its  autfaoc 

*'  There  is  nothing  in  the  book,  frtea  foe« 
ginning  to.cnd»  that  a  Scotchnian.need  totakt 
^mifs.  What  he  fays  of  the  couatry  is  cme> 
#()d  his  obferyaicioos ,  on  the  people  .ai«  what 
mud:  naturally  occur  to  a  fenftble,  obierringj^ 
and  reSe^tng  inhabitant  of  %  cwvetdaa  Metro- 
polis^  wJtiere  a  nian  oa  thirty  ,paund<s  4, year 
may  be  better  accon^raodated  with  all  the 
little  wants  of  life^  than  Col  or  Sir  yfUam^  He 
reafons  candidly  abou^  i^  ficwd ^jbi  %  h^  I 
wi(h  he  had  enquired  XQor^, before  he  ventured 
to  ijny  he  ev^n  doubted  of  thepoflibility  of  fuch 

an  uouXu^  luvi  ufc^  devi^Q»  /boiQ  ril  jtjbp 
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J&nowa  laws  of  nature.  T;h£  notion  of  tli^ 
iecond  fight  I  confid^r  as  a  cernnant  of  fuper^- 
ftitious  ignorance  and  credulity,  whichaphi^ 
loibpher  will  fet  down  ^  fuch,  till  the  contracf 
is  clearly  ,pxx>ved,  and  then  it  will  be  dia^4 
.among  the  other  cert^^  though  unaqcapntr 
ahle,  pari^  of  our  nature,  like  dreams,  and*-^ 
do  not  know  what. 

"  In  regard  to  the  language,  it  has  thp 
<merit  of  being  all  his  own.  M^y  words  qf 
rforeign  extra&ion  are  ufed,  wh^e,  I  believGy 
common  ones  would  do  as  well,  efpeclally  op 
jffimiliar  occafions.  Yet  I  believe  Jbe  could  not,t 
^xprefs  himfelf  fo  forcibly  in  any  other  ftUe.  I 
;im  charmed  with  his  refearchcs  concerning  thp 
£rfe  language,  and  the  antiquity  of  their  ma^ 
nufcripts.  I  am  quite  convinced  ;  and  I  ihaU 
rank  Offian^  and  his  Fingals  and  Qfcars,  among^. 
the  Nurfery  Tales,  not  the  true  iiiftory  of  ^our 
country,  in  all  time  to  come. 

<*  Upon  the  whole,  the  book  cannot  dif- 
pleafe,  for  it  has  no  pretenfions.  The  authgr 
neither  fays  he  is  a  Geographer,  nor  an  Anti- 
quarian, nor  very  lesM*ned  in  xbe  Hiftory  of 
Scotland,  nor  a  Naturalift,  nor  a  Foflilift. '  The 
manners  of  the  people,  and  the  face  of  the 
country,  are  all  he  attempts  to  defcribe,  or  ieems 
to  have  thought  of.  Much  were  it  to  be 
wilhed,  that  they  who  have  travelled  intp  more 
remotej  and  of  courfe  mof^  curiptos,  region;, 

had 
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had  all  pofleflcd  his  good  fcni^.  Of  the  &^ii 
of  learning,  his  obfcrvations  on  Glafgow  uni- 
vcrlity  (hew  he  has  formed  a  very  found  judge- 
ment. He  underftands  oUr  climate  toa>  and 
he  has  atfcuratdy  obferrcd  the  changes.  How- 
ever flow  and  imperceptible  to  us,  which 
Scotland  has  undergone,  in  confecjuencc  of  the 
blellings  of  liberty  and  internal  peace.  I 
could  have  drawn  my  pen  through  the  ftory  of 
the  old  woman  at  St.  Andrews,  being  the  only 
filly  thing  in  the  book.  He  has  taken  the 
opportunity  of  engrafting  into  the  work  feveral 
good  obfcrvations,  which  I  dare  fay  he  had 
made  upon  men  and  things,  before  he  iet  foot 
on  Scotch  ground,  by  which  it  is  conliderablf 
enriched*.  A  long  journey,  like  a  tall  May- 
pole, though  not  very  beautiful  itfclf,  yet  is 
pretty  enough,  when  ornamented  with  flowers 
and  garlands  :  it  furniflies  a  fort  of  cloak-piirs 
for  hanging  the  furniture  of  your  mind  upon; 
and  whoever  fcts  out  upon  a  journey,  without 
furnifliing  his  mind  previoufly  with  much  ftudjr 
and  ufcful  knowledge,  erefts  a  May-pole  in 
December,  and  puts  up  very  ufelefs  cloak- 
pins. 

"  I  hope 

•  ^  Mr.  Orme,  oae  of  the  ableft  biftoriant  of  this  age,  it  of 
the  fame  opinion.  He  (aid  to  me,  "  There  are  in  thar 
book  thoughts,  which,  by  long  revolution  in  the  great  mind 

'  of  Johnfon,  have  btibn*  fomlMd  and  po)iftied,<-«^ike  pelbblea 

.  xolled  in  the  ocean  I  ** 


^  "  1  hope  the  book  will  induce  many  of  his 
countryrrten  to  make  the  fame  jaunt,  and  help 
to  intermix  the  more  liberal  part  of  them  ftill 
more  with  u%,  and  perhaps  abate  fomewhat  of 
that  vjrulent  antipathy  which  many  of  therrt 
entertain  againft  the  Scotch;  who  certainly 
would  never  have  formed  thofe  combinations 
which  he  takes  notice  of,  more  than  their  an- 
ceftors,  had  they  not  been  neceflary  for  their 
mutual  fafety,  at  leaft  for  their  fuccefs,  in  a 
country  where  they  are  treated  as  foreigners. 
They  would  find  us  not  dencient,  at  lead  in 
point  of  hofpitality,  and  they  would  be  afhanied 
ever  after  to  abufe  us  in  the  mafs. 

^^  So  much  for  the  Tour. — I  have  now,  for 
the  firft  time  in  my  life,  pafled  a  winter  in  the 
country ;  and  never  did  three  months  roll  on 
with  more  fwiftnefs  and  fatisfaftion.  I  ufed 
not  only  to  wonder  at,  but  pity,  thofe  whofe  lot 
condemned  them  to  winter  any  where  but  in 
either  of  the  capitals.  But  every  place  has  its 
charms  to  a  cheerful  mind.  I  am  bufy,  planting 
and  taking  meafures  for  opening  thefummer- 
oampaign  in  farming ;  and  I  find  I  have  an 
excellent  refource,  when  revolutions  in  poli- 
ticks perhaps,  and  revolutions  of  the  fun  for 
certain,  will  make  it  decent  for  me  to  retreat 
behind  the  ranks  of  the  more  forward  in  life. 

''  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  lad  was  a  very  bufy 
week  with  you»    I  fee  you  as  counfel  in  fomd 
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eaufes  wliiQh  itmtt  have  opened  a  chirttiiflg 
field  for  ypvr  humorous  vein.  As  it  is  more 
uncommon^  io  I  ipcrily  believe  it  is  more  uieful 
than  the  more  ferious  exercife  of  reafqn  i  a^ 
to  a  man  who  is  to  ^pear  ia  publick^  moic 
eclat  is  to  be  gaii^d,  fometimes  morf  mooef. 
tooj  by  a  bon-mPr  than  a  J^araed  fpeccb.  It  i» 
the  fund  of  natural  hun>ou.r  whiph  Lord  Norti^ 
ppOeflfSa  that  makes  him  (o  mych  a  fayouritii 
of  the  houf^;,  a^d  ft)  ablf ^  beeaufe  fo  amiablcw 
a  leader  of  a  party* 

*^  I  have  novf  iinifiied  »y  Tour  of  Sipe^Bagis^ 
In  what  rem^ins^  I  beg  leaye  to  offer  my  cooi- 
pliments,  anc^  th^fe  of  ma  tres  chnf.  fimme^  XOt 
you  and  Mrs*  Bofwell,  Pr^  unbend  thfi  b^fy 
brQw^  apd  frolick  a  little  in  a  letter  to^ 

•*,  My  dear  Bofwel]^ 

*'  Yogr  afEpaionatic  fideod, 

I  fh^H  alfo  prcfcnt  the  publick  iijithAcor- 
rej^ndfncc,  with  the  Laird  qf  Rafay,  coj^ccrn- 
xng  a  paffage  ii^  tlof  Joufn^  to,  tbjt,  We^trv, 

*  Every  reader  will,  I  am  furey  join  witb  me  in  warm  ad* 
miration  of  the  truly  patriotkk  writer  of-  tiiii  lefter.  I  know 
not  which  jnoft,  to  appUufi,-  ih.^^  S^o^  %^b  ^^4  il^^'^^^IW  ^. 
mind  which  could  fee  and  admit;  the  defef^s  of  h^s  pat.W^ 
country,  to  which  no  man  is  a  more  zealous  friend  ;— pr  that ' 
cfmdour  whi«:h.iiHiM£edhim  to  gi,tee  jii(h|>niiib  Xm  the  mini^r 
whom  he  hoqcAJ^'.aod  fiixnut^uDj^o^qfcd* 


l5Hi       . 
$l0fub,  wliich  fkcifs  Dr.  Johnfon  in  a  vci^ 
Mii$tAt  light* 

To  jAMfif  BosyrtLL^  Efql 

*^  Dear  Sir,  j^ahiy,  April  loth,  1775. 

**  I  take  tfiis  occafion  of  returning  you 
my  moft  hearty  thanks  for  the  civjluies  fhowix 
to  my  daughter  by  yoii  and  Mrs.  Bdfwell.  Yet; 
though  £fie  has  informed  me  that  I  am  under 
this  obligation^  I  would  very  probably  have 
deferE«(l  troubling  you  witK  making  niy  ac- 
knowledgements at  prefent,  if  I  had  hoc  ieeii 
Doflor  Johnlbn's  Journey  to  the  "^eftcrn  Iflesj, 
In  which  he  has  been  pleafed  to  make  a  very 
friendly  mention  of  my  family,  for  which  I  am 
furely  obliged  to  him,  as  being  more  than  an 
equivalent  for  the  reception  you  and  he  met 
withi  Yet  there  is  one  paragraph  I  Ihould 
have  been  glad  he  had  omittedi  which  I  am  fure 
was  owing  to  mifinformation ;  that  is,  that  I 
had  ackoQwiedged  M'Lcod  to  be  my  chiefi 
though  ray  anceftors  difpiited  the  pre-eminence 
for  a  long  trad  df  time. 

*'  I  never  had  occafion  to  enter  fefioiifly  on  thii 
argument  with  the  prcfent  laird  or  his  grand- 
father, nor  could  I  have  any  tenfptation  to  fuch 
a  renunciation  fronl  either  of  them.  I  acknow* 
lodge  the  benefit  of  being  chief  of  a  clan  is  id 
mir  d^tys  of  V^ry  Jittle  fignificadcyi  and  to 

LI  a  trace 


[5x6  3 

trace  out  the  progrcfs  x)f  this  honour  to  the 
founder  of  a  family,  of  any  Handing,  would  per- 
haps be  a  matter  of  fome  difficulty. 

*•  The  true  ftate  of  the  prefent  cafe  is  this  : 
the  M'Leod  family  confifts  of  two  different 
branches  j  the  M'Leods  of  Lewis,  of  which  I 
am  defcendcd,  and  the  M'Leods  of  Harrisii 
And  though  the  former  have  loft  a  very  exten- 
five  eftate  by  forfeiture  in  Kingjames  the  fixth^s 
time,  there  are  ftill  feveral  rcfpcftable  families 
of  it  exifting,  who  would  juftly'  blame  me  for 
fuch  an  unmeaning  ceffion,  when  they  .all  ac- 
knowledge me  head  of  that  family;  which 
though  in  fa6t  it  be  but  an  ideal  point  6f  ho- 
nour, is  not  hitherto  fo  far  difregarded  in  our 
country,  but  it  would  determine  fome  of  my 
friends  to  look  on  me  as  a  miich  fmaller  man 
than  either  they  or  myfelf  judge  me  at  prefent 
to  be.  I  will,  therefore,  afk  it  as  a  favour  of 
you  to  acquaint  the  Doftor  with  the  difficulty 
he  has  brought  me  to..  In  travelling  among 
rival  clans  fuch  a  filly  tale  as  this  might  eafily 

be  whifpered  into  the  ear  of  a  palling  ftrangcrf 
but  as  it  has  no  foundation  in  fa£t,  I  hope  the 

Doftor  will  be  fo  good  as  to  take  his  own  way 
in  undeceiving  the  publick,  I  principally  mean 
my  friends  and  connexions,  who  will  be  firft 
angry  at  me,  and  next  forry  to  find  fuch  an  in- 
ftance  of  my  littlenefs  recorded  in  a  book  which 
has  B,  very  fair  chance  of  being  much  read.    I 

cxpeft 


cxpcft  you  will  let  me  know  what  he  will  write 
you  ia  return,  and  we  here  beg  to  make  offer 
to  you  And  Mrs.  Bofwell  of  our  mpft  refpeftful 
compliments.     I  anr), 

"  Dear  fir, 
^"'  Your  mod  obedient  humble  fervant. 

To  THt  Laird  qf  Rasay. 

Xopdon,  May  S^.  1775, 

*'  Dear  Sir, 

u  THE  day  before  yefterday  I  ha4 
the  honour  to  receive  your  letter,  and  I  im- 
mediately communicated  it  to  Dr.  Johnfon, 
tie  faid  he  loved  your  fpirit,  and  was  exceed^- 
ingly  forry  that  he  had  been  the  caufe  of  the 
fmalleft  uneafinefs  to  you.  There  is  not  a  more 
candid  inan  in  the  world  than  he  is,  when  pro- 
perly addrefled,  as  you  will  fee  from  his  letter 
to  you,  which  I  now  enclofe.  He  has  allowed 
fne  to  take  a  copy  of  iti  and  he  fays  you  may 
read  it  to  your  clan,  orpublifh  it  if  you  pleafe. 
Be  aflured,  fir,  that  I  fhall  take  care  of  what 
he  has  entrufted  tQ  me,  which  is  to  have  an  ac-^ 
knowledgement  of  his  errour  inferted  in  the 
Edinburgh  newlpapers.  You  will,  I  dare  fay, 
be  fully  farisfied  with  Dr.  Johnfon's  behaviour. 
He  is  dcfirous  to  know  that  you  atej  and 
therefore  when  you  have  re^d  his  acknowledge* 
mcnt  in  the  papers,  I  beg  you  may  write  W 
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jfxifi  tnd  if  fovi  choofe  tt»  I  a&i  pediiadfed  it 
kttcp  from  you  to  \hc  Dodor  dfo  iviii  be  xskn 
kmd«    I  fiutU  be  at  Edinhtitgh  die  woek  after 
next. 

"Any  civilities  which  any -wife  and  I  had  it  in 
our  power  to  fhew  to  your  daughter,  Mifs 
M^Leod,  were  due  to  her  own  merit,  and  were 
well  repaid  by  her  agreeable  company.  But 
I  am  fure  I  fhould  be  a  very  unworthy  man  if  I 
did  not  wifli  to  ihew  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the 
hofpitable  and  genteel  manner  in  which  you 
was  pleafed  to  treat  me.  Be  afiurfnl,  my  dear 
fir,  tliat  I  Ihall  never  forget  your  gpodneff. 
and  the  happy  hours  which  I  (pent  in  Kafay. 

"  You  and  pr,M*Leod  wcfe  both  fo  obiigma 
as  to  promife  me  an  account  in  writing,  of  sj| 
the  particulars  which  each  of  you  remember, 
concerning  the  tranfa&ions  of  1745-6.  Pray 
do  not  forget  this,  and  be  as  minute  and  as  ful} 
as  you  canj  put  down  everything;  I  have  4 
great  curiofity  to  know  as  niuch  as  I  cahy  au« 
thentically. 

*'  I  beg  that  you  nr^ay  pr^ fent  my  beft  refjpeifls 
to  Lady  Raiay,  my  comphmfots  to  your  young 
family,  and  to  Dr.  M'Leod;  and  my  hearty 
good  wilhes  to  Malcolm,  with  whonKi  hopo 
again  to  (hake  hands  cordially.  I  have  the 
honour  to  be, 

f  Dear  fir, 

f  Your  obliged  and  fukhful  humble  fcryao^ 

V  James  BoswEtt." 
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A^nvBRTisEMfiKT^  Written  by  Dr.  Johnfon^ 
and  inferced  by  his  d^fire  in  the  Ediilburgh 
newspapers  t-r-Referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
^ettfer  *, 

« ST/flg  Mfti^MT  of  The  Joxlrney  to  theWeftera 
^<  l(lMii%,haviHg  rilatid  that  ibeM^Leods  rfRaf^f 
•*  acknowledge  the  chuftmnjlAp  or fitfartdrity  of  the 
'*  MLiods  «/  &ty,  jfarf^  /ifru/  itf  h^s  betn  tmfin^ 
^^  farmed  or  mift^tkm.  He  imms  in  a  future 
^'  editidn  to  cnrreS  his  errour,  mid  n&'^s  to  be  told 
^  ^n^e^  if  tmnt  bofoe  been  difco^ered*^ 

Pr.  Johnfon's  letter  was  as  follows : 

To  TtfB    JliAIRO   OF   RaSAY. 

:  Dear  Sir^ 

**  MR..  Bofwell  has  this  day  fhcwn  me 
jH  letter^  in  which  you  complain  of  a  paiTage  in 
^*  the  Journey  to  the  Hebrides."  My  meaning 
is  miftaken.  I  did  not  intend  to  fay  that  you  had 
perfonally  made  any  ceflion  of  the  rights  of 
your  houfej  or  any  acknowledgement  of  the 
iTuperiority  pf  M'Leod  of  Dunvegan.  I  only 
defigned  to  exprels  what  I  thought  generally 
Admitted^ — that  die  houfe  of  ilafay  allowed  the 
idperiority  of  the  houfe  of  Ehmvegan.  Even 
thh  I  tiow  find  to  be  erroneous^  and  will  ch^ne  • 
fotc  omit  or  retrad  it  in  the  nesct  edition. 

"  Though  what  I  had  faid  had  been  true,  if 
At  had  been  difagreeable  to  you^  I  fhoald  have 
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wilhed  it  unfaid ;  for  it  is  not  my  bufincfs  to 
adjuft  precedence.     As  it  is  miftaken,  I  find 
myfelf  difpofed  to  correft  it,  both  by  nny  rc- 
ipedl  for  you,  and  my  reverence  for  truth. 

**  As  I  know  not  when  the  book  will  be  re«» 
printed,  I  have  defired  Mr.  Bofwell  to  antici^ 
pate  the  correftion  in  the  Edinburgh  papers^ 
This  is  all  that  can  be  done* 

"  I  hope  1  may  now  venture  to  defire  that 
my  compliments  may  be  made,  and  my  grati- 
tude exprefled,  to  Lady  Rafay,  Mr.  Malcolrii 
M*Leod,Mr.Donald  McQueen,  and  all  the  gen- 
tlemen and  ^1  the  ladies  whom  I  faw  in  the  ifland 
of  Rafay  ;  a  place  which  I  remember  with  too 
much  pleafure  and  too  much  kindne/s,  not  to 
be  forry  that  my  ignorance,  or  liafty  perfuafion, 
fliould,  for  a  fingle  moment,  have  violated  its 
tranquillity. 

"  I  beg  you  all  to  forgive  an  undefigncd  and 
involuntary  injury,  and  to  confider  me  as, 
"  Sir,  your  mod  obliged, 

^^  And  moft  humble  fervant, 

l-ondon,  May  6,  1775^  *'    SaM.  JoHNSON*.*' 

It  would  be  improper  for  me  to  boaft  of  my 
own  labours ;  but  I  cannot  refrain  from  pub- 
lifliing  fuch  praife  as  I  received  from  fuch  a 
man  a3  Sir  William  Forbes,  of  Pitfligo,  after 
the  perufal  of  the  original  manufcript  of  my 
Journal.  9V 

•  Rafay  was  highly  gratified,  and  afterwards  yfitcd  Jld4 
flined  wilh  Dr.  Johnfon,  at  hit  houfe  io  London « 
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•  To  James  Boswell,  Efq. 

pdiDburgh,  March  7,  1777, 

^'  My  dear  Sir, 

^*  I  ought  to  have  thanked  you  fooner^ 
for  your  very  obliging  letter,  and  for  the  fingu* 
lar  confidence  you  are  pleafed  to  place  in  me^ 
when  you  trufl:  me  with  fuch  a  curious  and 
valuable  depofite  as  the  papers  you  have  fent 
me.  Be  aflured,  I  have  a  due  fenfe  of  this 
favour,  and  (hall  faithfully  and  carefully  return 
them  to  you.  You  may  rely  that  I  fhall  neither 
copy  any  part,  nor  permit  the  papers  to  be 
feen. 

**  They  contain  a  curious  pifture  of  fociety, 
and  form  a  journal  on  the  moft  inftru6bive  plan 
that  can  poflibly  be  thought  of  j  for  I  am  hot 
fure  that  an  ordinary  obferver  would  become 
fo  well  acquainted  either  with  Dr.  Johnfon,  or 
with  the  manners  of  the  Hebrides,  by  a  perfbnal 
jntercourfe,  as  by  a  perufal  of  your  JournaL 
'*  I  am  very  truly, 
«  Dear  Sir, 
^*  Your  moft  obedient, 

^^  And  affeftionate  humble  fervan^ 

'*  William  Forbes/* 

When  I  confider  how  many  of  the  perlbns 
mentioned  in  this  Tour  are  now  gone  to  *'  that 
undifcovcrcd  country  from  whofe  bourne  no 
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tHwrdlcr  tcturns,"  1  feci  an  impreflion  at  once 
awful  and  tender*— ii^^^2;M/  m  psKe  ! 

It  may  be  objeAed  by  fbme  peribns,  as  it 
lias  been  by  one  of  my  friends^  that  lie  who  kas 
the  power  -of  tkus  exhitMcing  «n  exaft  ^anicript 
of  GOnvtriadilnft  is  not  a  defirtbk  member  fH 
fecietgr.  I  repeat  Che  anfwer  which  I  made  M 
ftat  friehd :— *'^  FeW,  very  few,  need  be  afra24 
ihat^  theil*  fiqrings  wiU  ht  recorded.  Can  it  be 
iniagined  that  i  1ro«dd  take  the  crdtrf>Ie  to  ga* 

thcr  wh^t  groWs  on  eirery  h^dgb,  becaofe  I 
hs^t  eoUefied  fuch  iruits  as  tire  Noii^aml  aod 
die  Bon  Chactuk  ?  ^' 

On  the  other  hand,  how  ufeful  is  fudi  ^ 
Uojitf^  4f  well  exercifed  !    To  it  we  owe  all 
fhaie  iat^efting  apothegms  and  m^moraUiU  of 
(he  ancients,  w4uch  Flutarch^  Kenophon^  and 
Valerius  Maxicnus,   have  tranfmitted   ra  u%^ 
To  it  we  owe  «U  thofe  inftrudive  and  eater* 
taioMig  coUei^ons  which  the  French  have  m«le 
under  the  title  of  ^Oy  affixed  to  fbme  cele- 
brated name.    I'o  it  we  owe  the  T^Mc-^aik  of 
Selden»  the  Converfatim  between  Ben  Jonfon 
and  Drummond  of  Hawthornden,    Spence'$ 
An$cd$4m  of  Pope^  and  tother  valuable  remains 
in  our  own  language.    How  delighted  (hould 
we  have  been,   if  thus  introduced  into  the 
con^any  of  Shaidpeare  and  eS  Drydelii   of 
whom  we  know  Ibarcely  any  t^ing  but  their 
admirable  writings  1    Whi^  plea&ire  would  it 
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Have  given  uSj  to  liave  known  their  potty  ha« 
bics^  their  charaAeriltick  manners,  their  modes 
of  compofitionj  and  their  genuine  opinion  of 
preceding  writers  and  of  their  contemporaries ) 
All  thefe  are  now  irrecoverable. — Confidering 

how  many  of  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  brilliaac 
effufions  of  exalted  intelleft  muft  have  been  loft, 
how  much  is  it  to  be  regretted  that  all  men  oi 
diftinguilhed  wifdom  and  wit  have  not  been 
attended  by  friends  of  tafte  enough  to  reFiihj 
and  abilities  enough  to  regilter^  their  converfa* 
|ion ! 

Vixire  fortes  ante  Agamemnona 
Multi,  fed  omnes  illacrymabiks 
Vrgentur,  ignotique  longa 
Ko3e,  carent  quia  vote  facto. 

They  whofe  inferiour  exertions  are  recorded, 
as  ferving  to  explain  or  illuftrate  the  fayings  of 
fuch  men,  may  be  proud  of  being  thus  aflb- 
ciated,  and  having  their  names  carried  down  to 
poftcrity,  by  being  appended  to  an  illuftrious 
chara&er. 

Before  I  quit  this  fubjeft,  I  think  it  proper  to 
fay,  that  I  have  fuppreffed  every  thing  that  I 
thought  could  really  hurt  any  one  now  living. 
With  refpeft  to  what  is  related,  I  thought  it 
my  duty  to  "  extenuate  nothing,  nor  fet  down 
aught  in  malice  5"  and  with  thofe  lighter  ftrokes 
pf  Dr.  Johnfon's  fatire,  pr6ceeding  from  a 
Ti^armth  and  quicknefs  of  imagination,  not  from 

any 
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any  malevolence  of  heart,  and  which,  on  accotrnt 
of  their  txfcelicnce,  could  not  be  omitted,  1  troft 
that  they  who  iare  the  objeft  of  them  have 
good  fcnfc  and  good  temper  enough  not  to  be 
difpleafed, 
I  have  Qhly  to.  add,  that  I  (hall  ever  refleft 
"With  great  J)leafure  on  a  Tour  which  has  been 
the  means  of  preferving  fo  much  of  the  enlight- 
ened and  inftriiftive  conyerfatron  of  one  whofe 
virtues  will,  I  hope,,  ever  be  an  objeft  of  imi- 
tation, and  whofe  powers  of  mind  were  fo  ex- 
traordinary, that  ages  may  revolve  before  fucl\ 
a  man  Ihall  a^ain  appear. 


THE    END. 


E    R    R    A    T    A, 

P,  «5,  1.  «//.  of  note,  for  lor* n  r.  6erne. 

28,  1.  9.  after  5/V,  put  a  comma. 

34,  1.  uU,  of  note,  for  in  time  coming,  n  btrtafteti^ 

50,  1.  4»  for  bill  r.  w/7/. 

78,  note,  1.  3,  after  publick,  pat  a  comma. 
121,  note,  1. 4  from  the  bottom,  dele  /«• 
156,  1.7,  for  run  r.  ran. 
^57»  pf^^l^*  2.htr/ong,  put  a  comma. 
174,  lafl  line  of  the  ode,  for  Recedunt  r.  RecidunU 
177,  L  15,  zhtv  loquel^,  put  a  comma« 
280,  l.'iS,  for/upcently  x./ufficieutly^ 
378,  1.  3  from  the  bottom,  dele  not. 
407^  1«  10  from  the  bottom,  for  odg  r.  Latin  <tiirfiu 
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THE  LIFE  OF  SAMUEL  JOHNSON,  LL/D. 

Br   JAMES  BOSJPELL,   Esq. 

MR^  Bofwell  kas  been  collecting  materials  for  thir 
work  for  more  than  twenty  years,  during  which  he 
was  honoured  with  the  intimate  friendfhipof  Dr.  Johnfbn  ; 
to  whoie  memory  he  is  ambitious  to  eredl  a  literary  monu- 
ment, worthy  of  (o  great  an  authour,  and  £0  excellent  a 
man.  Dr.  Johnibn  was  well  informed  of  his  defign,  and 
obligingly  communicated  to  him  feveral  curious  particu* 
lars.  With  thefe  will  be  interwoven  the  mod  authentick 
accounts  that  can  be  obtained  from  thofe  who  knew  him 
beft  ;  many  iketches  of  his  converfation  on  a  multiplicity 
of  fubje&s,  with  various  perfons,  (bme  of  them  the  moft 
eminent  of  the  age ;  a  great  number  of  letters  from  him  at 
different  periods,  and  feveral  original  pieces  didated  by 
him  to  Mr.  Bofwell,  diftinguifhed  by  that  peculiar  energy* 
which  marked  every  emanation  of  his  mind. 
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